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Nashville shows holiday spirit at parade

Acting as the grand finale, Santa waves to the crowd during the parade. (Photo by 
Amy Jo Kinyon) Decked out in their greenery, Putnam District Library supports show off their deco­

rations. (Photo by Amy Jo Kinyon) More parade photos on page 6
ry supports show off their deco- 
More parade photos on page 6

Avengers Motorcycle Club
denied clubhouse in Nashville

by Amy Jo Kinyon 
Staff Writer

The Avengers Motorcycle 
Club was denied a zoning 
variance Thursday night by 
the Nashville Village Zoning 
Board of Appeals. The club 
submitted an application and 
other necessary paperwork to 
obtain a permit for their 
clubhouse at 105 N. Main St. 
Ron Bracy, zoning adminis­
trator for the village denied 
the initial permit, citing ordi­
nance 3.14 D which states 
that any principal building 
shall not be located less than 
50 feet from any other lot. 
The ordinance applies to 
churches, schools, clubs or 
lodges in the business district 
of downtown Nashville.

There was a bit of confu­
sion concerning the purpose 
of'Thursday’s public hear­
ing. Jim Willett, President of 
the Avengers was under the 
impression that the board 
would decide if a variance 
would be granted to the club 
at the meeting. The board, 
however, said they believed 
the purpose of meeting to be 
to determine if Bracy had 
followed the ordinance and 
completed his job accurately.

“We are here to decide, 
did he (Bracy) follow the 
ordinance and did he do due 

The parents of first grade student Michael Groves had the highest bid in a silent diligence,” said board mem-

‘New’ principal at Fuller 
elementary extends recess time
auction at Fuller Street Elementary School in Nashville, winning their son the position ber Orvin Moore. “In all 
of “Principal for a Day.” Michael performed a building check with Principal Jason reality, we’re not here to hear 
Miller, greeted teachers, made the “executive decision” to lengthen his first grade whether that’s an allowable 
recess
principal and the man in red himself, Santa. Here, Principal Jason Miller, Acting this hearing is to see if he did

Willett said he was under 
a different understanding

and assigned Miller to recess duty. Michael also had his picture taken with the use or not. The purpose of

Principal Michael Groves, Chandler Murton, Buck Schrader and Jaden Rodriguez his job or not. 
enjoy a pizza lunch.

concerning the purpose of 
the hearing.

“I understand he was 
doing his job, he was follow­
ing what he was supposed to 
do. There’s no question of 
that,” said Willett. “We were 
under the impression that we 
could come here today and 
get it settled.”

After much discussion, the 
board made two motions. 
The first confirmed by a 
unanimous vote that Bracy 
had followed the ordinance 
when he denied the initial
request. The second motion or not he could open a motor­

cycle repair shop in the same 
space under the ordinances. 
Bracy said he would handle 
that application as a new pro­
posal and would need to take 
a look at the ordinances but 
that it might be a possible 
option. Business hours and 
other criteria would have to 
be detailed in the application, 
said Bracy.

in the district which makes 
granting a variance for its 
use as a clubhouse impossi­
ble.

“Usually, in most cases, 
there’s something substantial 
that makes it so that building 
could not be used for a dif­
ferent business or different 
uses,” said Moore. “I just 
don’t see anything there that 
would allow us to grant a 
variance.”

Towards the end of the 
nearly three hour meeting, 
Willett questioned whether

variance.

unanimously denied the 
request for variance, based 
on the ordinance regulations. 
Section 18.05 of the ordi­
nance code lists provisions 
for granting a
Those include special fea­
tures of a building that 
makes a structure unusable 
for any other purpose than 
the one proposed. Moore 
said the building at 105 N. 
Main St. is similar to others
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Local senior is semifinalist in Coca-Cola scholarship
medicine focus.

“My mom is a chemistry 
teacher, and I’ve been think­
ing that’s how I- can help 
society, with the advances in 
medicine, world research 
and whatnot,” said Erwin.

She currently is president 
of the National Honor 
Society, captain of the quiz 
bowl team and member of 
the Spanish honor society.

Yager said there has been 
an influx of students seeking 
scholarship opportunities this 
year, and students also have 
been completing college 
applications earlier than in the 
past.

“I don’t know how many 
transcripts and recommenda­
tions I’ve sent out. There 
have already been more stu­
dents* filling out paperwork 
this year than all of last year 
combined. We’ve been find­
ing out about persistence, 
patience and problem-solv­
ing,” said Yager.

ship selection process.
“I was really excited. I’ve 

been looking for scholarship 
opportunities, and this was 
based on academics, so I was 
really excited,” said Erwin.

High school counselor 
Dawn Yager has worked at 
Maple Valley for the past 
seven years and said Erwin 
has gone further than any 
other Maple Valley student 
who has applied for the 
scholarship. Yager said 
Erwin’s semifinalist status is 
just one example of the 
potential she possesses to 
succeed both in and out of 
the classroom.

Though she has been 
accepted 
Michigan 
Western
Michigan State, Erwin is 
holding out for word from 
the University of Michigan. 
Once enrolled, she will pur­
sue a chemistry or biology 
major with possibly a pre-

gram. She is one of 2,200 
applicants selected as a semi­
finalist and must complete a 
secondary

Erwin has been named aspending, her Christmas
break completing several semifinalist in the Coca-Cola 

ior Amanda Erwin will be writing assignments.

Unlike most high school 
students, Maple Valley sen-

Foundation’s Scholars pro-

Amanda Erwin and school counselor Dawn Yager check out the requirements for 
the Coca-Cola scholarship. Erwin learned that she is a semifinalist in the competition. 
(Photo by Amy Jo Kinyon)

application, 
including essays, official 
transcripts and two letters of 
recommendation to move on 
to the next step. Erwin plans 
to finish those requirements 
in between presents and fam­
ily festivities during the next 
two weeks.

If selected as one of the 
250 finalists, Erwin will 
travel to Atlanta, Ga., in 
March 2010 where she will 
find out if she has been 
awarded a $10,000 
$20,000 scholarship. 
Atlanta, Erwin will be inter­
viewed by a national selec­
tion committee representing 
outstanding leaders in busi­
ness, government, education 
and the arts.

Erwin said she was excit­
ed when the news came that 
she was a semi-finalist due to 
requirements of the scholar-

a or
In

into Central
University,

Michigan and

Kids write letters to Santa
Through a special arrange­

ment with the North Pole, 
Santa shared a few letters he 
received from local children 
with the Maple Valley News. 
The letters were placed in a 
special mailbox located by 
the gazebo in downtown 
Nashville. Though the jolly 
old elf himself is too busy 
preparing for the big sleigh 
ride to write back right now, 
Mrs. Claus took a few 
moments out of baking cook­
ies for the elves to Respond to 
the letters.

My name is Abbagail. For 
Christmas I would really like 
a baby doll.

Thank you,

My name is Lillian. For 
Christmas I would really like 
a sleeping bag.

Dear Santa,

Abby 
age 18 months

Thank you, 
Lilly, age 3

Dear Abby,
Mr. Claus is busy getting 

ready for the big day, so I am 
taking care of the mail. 
Thank you for being a good 
girl and write to us again 
next year!

Dear Lilly,
I hope you have a very 

Merry Christmas, Lilly! Be 
sure and write again next 
year.

Love,
Mrs. Claus

Dear Santa,

Love,
Mrs. Claus

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I 

hope all is well at the North 
Pole.

My mom would like to 
know if you want cookies 
and milk or a sandwich and 
soda? She says variety is 
good.

I hope you think I’ve been 
good enough for some pres­
ents this year. I’m just asking 
for a few things like a board 
game (doesn’t matter which 
one, we just need a new one 
for our family game night), 
some art supplies and a 
Nintendo Wii. But, if you 
can’t get the Wii, I’d like 
some Barbies. I hope you 
have a safe trip, and remem­
ber to bundle up, it’ll be 
cold.

phone (I like pink, but any 
color will be fine).

My mom says have a safe 
trip.

Sincerely, 
Lauren, age 1

Dear Lauren,
Thank you so much for 

your letter. It was wonderful 
to read your first letter to 
Santa. Thank you for being a 
good girl and write to us 
again next year!

Love,
Mrs. Claus

Thank you,
Jamie, age 5

Dear Jamie,
Thank you for your letter.

It was wonderful to hear 
from you. I hope you have a
very Merry Christmas.

Love,
Mrs. Claus

Thank you, 
Elizabeth, age 9

Dear Santa,
I’m sorry for being a little 

naughty this year. Please for­
give me.

C_I_N__D_Y__ H__E__I_N__S_E_N__,__O__W___N_E_ R __

All That Glitters
Full'/ ?■S ' ervice FIggloral

We Deliver Nashville, Vermontville, Hastings, Charlotte

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE TILL 5:00 R
Pick up flowers or a table piece for that 

hard to buy for Grandma or Aunt!

• Fresh Flowers • Plants • Balloons
• Gifts • Vintage Jewelry

Everyday and Custom Sympathy 
Floral Work

234 N. Main, Nashville
A MA,H AFTERHOURS

IO 517-852-9224 • 517-852-1691
MA,H

Dear Elizabeth,
I think a sandwich would 

be a wonderful treat for 
Santa. Could you put out 
milk with the sandwich? 
Soda can make Santa burp, 
and we don’t want to wake 
up any of the children while 
he is visiting houses.

Love,
Mrs. Claus

Dear Santa,
Hello and how are you 

doing? This is my very first 
letter to you. I’m really 
excited about Christmas, it’s 
so pretty with all the lights.

I am just asking for a few 
things this year. I’d like to 
have a baby boy Cabbage 
Patch Doll, a Crayola Color 
Me a Song and a play cell

Love, 
Kayli

Dear Santa,
My name is Alexis. Thank 

you for last year’s presents. I 
liked everything.

Thanks, 
Alexis, age 7

Dear Alexis,
I am so glad you liked 

your presents last year. 
Hopefully, this will be anoth­
er merry Christmas for you 
and your family.

Love,
Mrs. Claus

Dear Santa,
My name is Jamie. I 

would like a princess sleep­
ing bag. I would also like a 
princess learning laptop.

Dear Santa Claus,
I’m sorry about all the 

commotion I caused the 
night I wasn’t sure you exist­
ed. If you would like to, take 
away one gift, or two, or 
three, or all. I won’t have a 
night like that one anymore. 
From now on, I will believe 
in you. Please write back.

Noah

Dear Noah,
Thank you very much for 

your letter. I am very glad to 
hear you are sorry for caus­
ing a commotion and that 
you won’t have any more 
nights like that. Remember to 
try and be a good boy, I will 
make sure Santa reads your 
letter right away.

Love,
Mrs. Claus

Dear Kayli,
Thank you for your apolo­

gy, Santa will be happy to 
read your letter. Have a 
merry Christmas and write 
again next year.

Love,
Mrs. Claus

207 N. Main Street • Nashville • 517-852-0313
For your convenience, please use back entrance. • Mon. 3-7; Tues. 9-noon; Wed. 11-7; Thurs. 9-7; Fri. 1:30-7; Sat. 9-4
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Sheriff encourages designating a driver this holiday season
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As family and friends reunite 
this holiday season the Michigan 
Sheriffs Association and Barry 
County Sheriff Dar Leaf remind 
residents that anyone caught 
driving drunk will be arrested 
and prosecuted.

Barry County deputies will be 
out in full force to prevent 
impaired driving.

“If you are arrested the cost of

are

your defense and potential fines 
can be thousands of dollars, and 
you could lose your driving priv­
ileges forever,” said Leaf.

The winter holidays
among the deadliest times of the 
year, he added, due to increased 
incidences of impaired driving.

“Many people simply do not 
realize the consequences of driv­
ing after drinking. The statistics

HOMETOWN
LUMBER & HARDWARE

219 S. State St., Nashville, MI
852-0882

Monday-Saturday 7:30 am to 5:30 pm 

www.hometownlumber.com

Jack & Judy a

Country
Kettle
Cafe

113 N. Main 
Nashville 

517 
852-9700

HOURS:
Open 7 Days 
6am to 8pm

Nashville s Friendly Family Restaurant 
with Family Prices!

S WOLEVER’S
Real Estate

Elsie E. Wolever
Broker

Res.
(517) 726-0637

135 Washington 
P.O. Box 95

Vermontville, MI 
49096-0095

are alarming: 297 people were 
killed in 2008 in alcohol-related 
crashes in Michigan,” he said. 
“If you are impaired ... either 
take a cab home, have a sober 
designated driver take you home 
or stay the night where you are.

“Drunk driving has a devas­
tating effect on our community,” 
said Leaf. “My deputies will 
make every effort to keep the

roads in Barry County safe by 
arresting those irresponsible 
individuals that make the deci­
sion to drive drunk.”

Sheriff Leaf s final advice to 
those who wish to ring in the
new year by consuming alcohol: : 
“Designate a driver that will stay 
sober and have a happy new 
year.”

^Diana’s ^Pfoce
The Place to Go for Professional Styling

MEN, WOMEN & CHILDREN 
HAIR STYLING & NAILS

Open Tuesday - Friday
S.E. Comer of M-66 & Thom apple Lake Rd.

1-517-852-9481

Cultivation of
the Spirit

If you would be a truly spirited 
person, you must seek the Spirit 
continuously and be receptive to its 
influence in your life. This requires, 
first and foremost that you truly 
want to live a spiritual life, and 
secondly, that you open your heart 
and soul to God. Different religious 
traditions may describe this process 
differently. Evangelical Christians 
may describe it as accepting Christ 
as their personal Saviour. Catholics 
have a formal confirmation 
procedure where young people

affirm their acceptance of God’s way. Adherents of certain Eastern 
religions describe this receptivity as having the wisdom gate 
opened. James Taylor sums it up well in his song “The Secret of 
Life” when he says that “The secret of love is in opening up your 
heart.” Realize that the gate of the soul is the narrow gate, and that 
it takes courage to open up your heart, but there is no shortcut to 
having the spirit of God within you. Pursue the way of the Lord. 
Cultivate your inner spirit. Perform virtuous deeds. Join in the 
family of God.

Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God, and he 

who loves is born of God and knows God. He who does 

not love does not know God; for God is love.

R.S.V. 1 John 4:7-8
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517-852-2500 

HAPPY TRAILS... 
THE GARDNERS: SHIRLEY AND RICHARD

A @6^ H W

Low-priced prescriptions, great coffee & relaxing massage.
We'll help you feel better!

Maple Valley
-pharmacy-

regular hours • Mon-Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-1
219 N. Main • Nashville 

517.S52.0845 • toll free 877.852.2601 • fax 517.852.0461 
www.maplevalloyrx.tom

tffVP
massage therapy

the bed!) counter

AH That Glitters
Full Service Floral & Mintage lewelry

FLOWERS, PLANTS, BALLOONS & GIFTS 
for Weddings, Sympathy, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries and Every Day!

Delivery Available • We Rent Tuxes

234 N. Main, Nashville 
517-852-9224 • 517-852-1691
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ABUNDANT GRACE WORLD
OUTREACH CENTER

Come as you are 
but don’t leave the same. 
Meet at Kalamo Twp. Hall

8960 Spore Ave.
Vermontville, Ml 49096

Morning Service...............10:30 a.m.
Evening Service:
(Every 1st & 3rd Sunday) .. .6 p.m.

REV. DAWN GOODMAN 
Contact numbers: (517) 852-0896 
or (517) 852-9606, leave message

ABUNDANT LIFE 
FELLOWSHIP 
MINISTRIES

A Spirit-filled Church
Meeting at the Maple Leaf Grange 

Hwy. M-66 south of Assyria Rd.
Nashville, Ml 49073

Sun. Praise & Worship 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m. Jesus Club 
for boys & girls ages 4-12. Pastors 
David & Rose MacDonald. An oasis of 
God’s love. “Where Everyone is 
Someone Special.” For information call 
1-269-731-5194 or 1-517-852-1806.

ASSEMBLY OF 
GOD CHURCH

803 Reed St., Nashville 
Sunday School.....................10 a.m.
Sunday: 
A.M. Worship ..........
Evening Worship ... 
Wednesday Evening: 
Prayer Meeting.........

PASTOR GLENN BRANHAM

11 a.m.
.6 p.m.

..........7 p.m.

BASELINE
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH
9617 E. Baseline Rd.

Comer of Baseline & Church Roads 
(2 miles east of M-66 on Baseline) 

Church Service.........................9 a.m.
Sunday School................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Provided)
Youth Groups, Bible Study 
and many other activities.

Phone (616) 963-7710
MINISTER: VIRGINIA HELLER

CHURCH OF 
THE NAZARENE

301 Fuller St., Nashville
Sunday School....................9:45 a.m.

Sunday:
A.M. Worship ...........
P.M. Worship..............

Wednesday Evening:
Worship ......................................7 p.m.

REV. ALAN METTLER

........11 a.m.

....................6

CHESTER
GOSPEL CHURCH

3744 w. Vermontville Hwy.
Sunday School..............................9:45
Morning Worship............................... 11
Evening Worship.................................6
Wednesday Family

Night Service ..........

PASTOR 
MARC S. LIVINGSTON

Phone: 543-5488

.6:45 p.m.

FIRST
CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH
OF VERMONTVILLE 

110 S. Main St., 
Vermontville, Ml 49096 

(517) 726-0258
PASTOR: ISRAEL (IZZY) YOUNG

Wed. 5:30 p.m...................Family Supper
6:00-7:15............................ Pioneer Club
Sun: 9:00......................................Sunday
10: 00..............................................Church
11: 00........................................Fellowship

GRACE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
8950 East M-79 Highway, Nashville 
Morning Celebration....9 & 10:30 a.m.

Contemporary Service,
Relevant Practical Teaching,

. Nursery, Children's Classes, 
Youth Group, Adult Small Groups, 

Leadership Training
PASTOR: DON ROSCOE 

Phone: (517) 852-1783 
e-mail: grace@gc3.org

GRESHAM UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
5505 North Mulliken Road, Charlotte 
one mile north of Vermontville Hwy.

. PASTOR KATHY SMITH

. 517-726-0526

.Combined Sunday Morning Worship with 
Vermontville UMC as follows:

July 5 & 19, Aug. 2,16 & 30 at Vermontville 
July 12 & 26, Aug. 9 & 23 at Gresham 

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Time: 10:00 a.m._______

9:00 & 10:30 a.m.

KALAMO UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Worship Services
Sunday School for All Ages .. .10:30 a.m.

PASTOR BRYCE FEIGHNER 
517-541-1144

MAPLE GROVE
BIBLE CHURCH

ool 8593 Cloverdale Road
(1/2 mile East of M-66, rice 5 mi. south of Nashville)

Sunday School.................................10
A.M. Service.................................11:15
P.M. Service........................................ 6

PASTOR GEORGE GAY

NASHVILLE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

304 Phillips St., Nashville 
Sunday School 9:45 a 
A.M. Service 11 a 
P.M. Service........................................7

Wed. Service ............................7 p.m.
PASTOR LESTER DeGROOT 
PASTOR DEANO LAMPHERE 

PASTOR MATT ROHDE

NASHVILLE
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH
Located on the corner of

State and Washington streets

Worship Service..............9:30 a.m.
Sunday School................11:15 a.m.

PASTOR CATHY CHRISTMAN 
At Home: 852-0685

Church Phone: 852-2043

PEACE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

OF BARRYVILLE 
6043 E. M-79 Highway, 4 miles west of 
Nashville (cor. M-79 & Barryville Rd.)

Sunday Worship...................8:30 a.m

Other: Prayer Walk, U.M. Women, 
Bible Study, Mission Projects & more.

PASTOR SUSAN OLSEN
Phone 517-852-1993

IGNITING MINISTRY 
Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors

QUIMBY
.UNITED METHODIST
. CHURCH
. M-79 West

Sunday Scho
Worship...........

PASTOR KENNETH VAUGHT 
(616) 945-9392

10 a.m.
11 a.m.

..ST. ANDREW &
. MATTHIAS

INDEPENDENT
ANGLICAN CHURCH

2415 McCann Road

Sunday Services:

................ 9:15 a.m. Morning Prayer 
............11:00 a.m. Holy Communion

For more information call: 
795-2370 or

Rt. Rev. David Hustwick 948-9327

Traditional 1928 Book of 
Common Prayer used 

for all services.

RT. REV. DAVID HUSTWICK

SOUTH KALAMO
CHURCH

Comer of Kalamo Highway 
& Ionia Rd.

Sunday A.M. Worship .. .10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship......................6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening at 6 p.m.: 
PASTOR JEFF SWIFT

(517) 852-9154

ST. CYRIL’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

203 N. State, Nashville

Sunday Mass.......................9:45 a.m.
FATHER AL RUSSELL

A mission of St. Rose Catholic
Church, Hastings

VERMONTVILLE 
BIBLE CHURCH

250 N. Main St, Vermontville 
Sunday School....................9:45 a.m.
Worship Service ....................11a.m.
Sunday Evening Service ....... 6 p.m.
Wed. Evening Service .. .6:30 p.m. 
AWANA.................6:30-8 p.m. Wed.

PASTOR DANIEL E. SMITH

VERMONTVILLE
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH
108 North Main, Vermontville

PASTOR KATHY SMITH 
517-726-0526

Combined Sunday Morning Worship with 
Vermontville UMC as follows:

July 5 & 19, Aug. 2,16 & 30 at Vermontville 
July 12 & 26, Aug. 9 & 23 at Gresham 

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Time: 10:00 a.m.

http://www.hometownlumber.com
http://www.maplevalloyrx.tom
mailto:grace@gc3.org
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School district faces more tough
choices to balance budgets

by Amy Jo Kinyon 
Staff Writer

Though a $127 per-pupil 
cut from Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm is off the table for 
now, school districts are still 
struggling to not only meet 
this year’s budget demands 
but put together a balanced 
budget for next year.

Districts have already seen 
their budgets for this year cut 
by $165. Currently, the 
board is facing close to a 
$435,830 deficit. The Maple 
Valley Board of Education 
will make a decision at the 
January board meeting con­
cerning the 2009-10 budget.

Maple Valley
Superintendent Kim Kramer 
outlined to the board at its 
meeting Monday, Dec. 14, 
what he said he views as the 
three options for the district 
to balance its current budget. 
The board adopted a bal­
anced budget in June of this 
year, as required by state law 
but has struggled with cuts 
handed down from the state 
as legislators have worked to 
balance their budget With 
the state’s deadline of Oct. 31 
to balance its budget, districts 
have faced changes in the aid 
packages after programs and 
staff have been working 
under required balanced 
budgets for more than four

months.
The first option presented 

by Kramer to balance to 
2009-10 budget, 
deduct the balance from the 
fund equity. The fund equity 
is commonly used by districts 
to fill the gap at the start of 
the year until the state pres­
ents a budget for schools. 
Most schools in Michigan 
must borrow funds from the 
state to cover those costs. The 
Maple Valley fund equity is 
currently at $1,312,857, near­
ly $3 million less than 2003.

“Some say we need to stop 
cutting our programs as it 
will drive students away,” 
said Kramer. “Furthermore, 
we need to stop threatening 
and just run our programs as 
long as we can, with what 
money we have and see what 
the state does with the 40- 
plus schools that are already 
in bankruptcy.”

The second option would 
included taking a portion of 
the needed money from the 
fund equity and a portion 
from mid-year cuts.

“Probably a prudent thing 
to do, but what to cut?” asked 
Kramer in his report. “There 
are ramifications with every­
thing on the list These ramifi­
cations we will not like and 
may not be good for stu­
dents.”

would

JXpssage oJTierapy
Holiday Special—

Save $15 when you purchase 2 - 30 min. Massage 
Qift Certificates before Dec. 23rd.

Special — 2 - 30 min. = $25.00 (regularly I - 30 mm. = $20) All certificates expire 3/20/10

Come to Nashville Chiropractic Center, 307 N. Main St., Nashville, 517'852-2070 <
or Jane lie’s Maggcs, 150 S. Main, Vermontville. 517'726-1506

Sorry NO credit or debit cards
Thank you and have a happy holiday season <

<

<

The list included no new 
hires, eliminating the liaison 
police officer position, elim­
inating junior high sports, 
increasing the pay-to-play 
fee and discontinuing the 
elementary media center aide 
position, among others. The 
board voiced support for 
freezing all non-essential 
purchases and spending the 
carry-over from the Great 
Start Readiness Program. 
These two actions would 
save the district $135,000.

“Personally, I can see put­
ting the spending freeze in 
place and using the $35,000 
from GSRP as a cushion 
against the possible $127 
[per pupil] cut,” said board 
member April Heinze. “I 
think we plan for the worst 
and hope for the best.”

The third option Kramer 
outlined is to take all of the 
needed funds from mid-year 
cuts, though he expressed his 
displeasure with this option.

“This would send devas­
tating ramifications through­
out the district,” said 
Kramer. “It would result in 
layoffs affecting our staff. I 
do not think it is fair. Yes, 
we will have to make bigger 
cuts in next year’s budget but 
it is better, in my mind, to do 
this at the beginning of a 
year, not in the middle when 
we have made promises to 
our staff and parents.”

Looking to next year’s 
budget and the nearly $1 mil­
lion that will have to be cut, 
Kramer recommended that 
the board begin the process 
now by forming a committee 
and seeking input from a 
variety of sources on how to 
best meet the needs of the 
district.

“Next year’s budget will 
be the most difficult to put

Russell 0. Smith
VERMONTVILLE

together in the history of 
Maple Valley Schools. We 
are facing a potential of near­
ly a $1 million deficit. Major Russell O. Smith, age 92, of
decisions will need to be Vermontville passed away 
made,” Kramer told the Monday, December 14, 2009 

“Community and at his Vermontville home.
Russell was born 

harmony, the board needs to Vermontville on December 
establish clear goals and 16, 1916, the son of the late 
parameters as we struggle Frank B. and Sarah (Snore) 
with this daunting task.” Smith. Russell was raised in

With Kramer retiring from the Vermontville area and 
the superintendent position attended Vermontville and 
at the end of the school year, Nashville Public Schools, 
the board is exploring graduating from W.K. 
options for his replacement. Kellogg High School in 
One of those options has the 1933. 
potential to save the district 
between

board.
staff input are important. In was

from

in

Russell began his working 
and career working his family 

$50,000 next year by job farm in Vermontville. He 
later took over his father’s

$30,000

sharing with another district.
Kramer said the administra- bus driving position with 
tions of both districts have Nashville Schools. In the 
been exploring sharing serv- early 1960s Russell began 
ices along with a superin­
tendent.

working in the custodial 
department where he faithful- 

“Operations, transporta- ly served for 20 years before 
retiring in 1980.

He was the husband of
tion, child care, athletics and
special education are some
that could possibly be started Mary (Dillenbeck) Smith. 
as early as this year,” said The couple was married on 
Kramer. “Others in central June 22, 1941
office such as business, pay-

22, 1941 at the
Kilpatrick United Brethren 

roll and accounts payable are Church in Woodland. The 
couple made their home on 

gy connection can be made Russell's family farm in 
and common software can be Vermontville where they 
purchased.” raised their family together.

Also at the Monday The couple has been married 
night’s meeting, the board for over 68 years.

Russell loved to help Oth- 
William SaintAmour about ers. His work ethic was more 
the results of district-wide than evident in his willing­

ness to help anyone who was 
In overall satisfaction, the in need. After Russell retired 

in 1980 he and his wife Mary 
spent their winters together

in the future once a technolo-

heard a presentation by

survey recently completed.

Our FamilyServing Yours
Nashville’s Only Family Owned, Independently
Operated Funeral Home
Fully Staffed Children’s Resource Room
Free Video Tribute • Barrier Free
Ample Parking • Accommodations Up to 300

(517)852-9712
OSMo; 9200 EM-79 Hwy Nashville

district scored 69 out of 100 
and 74 out of 100 in the well- 
trained employees category. volunteering at the Youth 
Under communication with Haven Ranch in Picacho, 
the public, Maple Valley Arizona, where Russell con- 
scored nearly 13 points over tributed to countless hours 
the overall Michigan score of doing volunteer work. His 
60.5 out of 100. SaintAmour volunteer work was not limit­
said any score over 70 is ed to just the winters; his 
extremely solid, and Maple summers in Michigan where 
Valley had several categories spent volunteering his skills 
over that mark including: at Vermontville 
school system image, parents 
feeling like a partner in edu­
cation, the district creating 
prepared students and the dis­
trict providing life skills to
the students. The district Ba
scored the lowest in the 
“well-managed and spends 
wisely” category (54 out of 
100) and amount of parents 
who participate in parent 
organizations (54 out of 100). Dec. 21-23

In other business, the Dec. 24-25 
board: Dec. 29-30

• Heard a report from Dr. Dec. 31
SCHOOL BOARD, continued on page 7 Jan. 1

Church, Youth Haven Ranch 
in Michigan, and the Ao-Wa- 
Kyia camps in Stoney Lake, 
Michigan.

Russell is survived by his 
beloved wife of 68 years 
Mary; a daughter, Carolyn 
(Larry) Trumble; his sons, 
Doug (Sue) Smith, Donald 
(Joan) Smith, Dave (Sheryl) 
Smith and Duane (Rebecca) 
Smith; a foster son John 
(Isla) Harris; four sisters, 
Marie Fisher, Madelyn 
Davidson, Donna (Louis) 
Hickey and Sharon Helliwell; 
a brother, J. Edgar (Sandy) 
Smith; 13 grandchildren, and 
14 great grandchildren

Funeral services were held 
at The Vermontville Bible 
Church, in Vermontville, on 
Thursday, December 17, 
2009 with Pastor Daniel 
Smith officiating.

A private family interment 
took place immediately fol­
lowing the funeral service at 
Hosmer Cemetery,
Nashville.

Memorial
can be made to the Youth 
Haven Ranch, 3796 Perrine 
Rd., PO Box 97, Rives 
Junctions, MI 49277.

Funeral arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Daniels 
Funeral Home in Nashville. 
Please visit our website at 
www.danielsfuneralhome.net 
for further details.

contributions

at Bible

County Extension
endar of Events

Scott A. Daniels
o&F™‘ly
Owner/Manager

What's happening at Good Time Pizza

Jan. 11

MSU Extension Office closed during lunch.
County Buildings closed for Christmas Holiday 
MSU Extension Office closed during lunch.
County Buildings dosed for New Year Holiday 
County Buildings dosed for New Year Holiday 
Horse Developmental Committee Meeting, 7 
p.m., First United United Methodist Church in 
Hastings.

501 N. Main (M-66) 
Nashville Ml 

517-852-9100
Good Time Pizza - 

Great Food-Great Service-Great Time

Survivor Season Finale - Sunday, Dec. 20th
65 inch Widescreen TV!

8-10pm Survivor $3 Specials 
___ Come Cheer on YOUR Favorite Cast Away! 

Christmas Eve Special - Dec. 24th Open

16" 3-ltem Pizza - $18
__________ FREE Breadsticks • FREE 2-Li

Coming in January!!!!

10:00-6:00

CTP 5 Minute Lunch Specials - Ready in 5 minutes or its FREE 
GTP Dinners - Hot Roast Beef/Mashed Potato;

Beef Stew/Bread Bowl

10% Senior Citizen Discount Every Mon & Thurs items items

NEW Sour Dough Bread Bowls w/Soup or Chili 
Shonnlnal ^ree Coffee ar Tea with Bread Bowl w/This Coupon 
Special I Sat Nite Special:ChickenorSteal(STiRFRY~$7.99 
Fri-Sat-Sn • 2 FOR $20 • 2 Complete Delmonico Steak Dinners!!! 
| SUN - THURS 6AM - 2PM • FRI & SAT 6AM - 8PM 

Take Out»517-852-2500 ■ 202 N. Main St, Nashville
Voted Best Home Cookin on the Tpatt. .

http://www.danielsfuneralhome.net
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Readers pack library to visit Santa
More than 100 readers vis­

ited the library Tuesday, 
Dec. 15, to meet Santa at 
Putnam District Library.

While the party didn’t 
officially start until 6 p.m.,

the library was filled by 5:30 
with families hoping to be 
one of the first 20 visitors 
who each received a keep­
sake Putnam District Library 
magnetic photo frame for

their photo with Santa.
The library was filled with 

the smell of freshly popped 
popcorn, a reindeer food 
making station, glitter holi­
day tattoos and an ornament­
making station. Four mem­
bers of the library’s Teen 
Advisory Group, Emily 
Kopka, Jenna Kopka, 
Courtney Walker, and 
Larissa Mater, assisted with 
the activities as Santa’s 
elves.

Several children did much 
more than tell Santa what 
they had on their Christmas 
list. One young man thanked 
Santa for all the presents he 
brings to their family each 
year. Another gave Santa 
more than a dollar’s worth of 
silver change “to help pay 
for all the gifts.” Noah Scott, 
a kindergartner, started his 
Christmas early by getting 
his very first library card.

Patrons are reminded that 
the library will be closed 
Friday and Saturday follow­
ing Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day. The drop box 
will be available for materi­
als being returned during 
these closures.

Jenna
Walker,

Courtney Walker, acting as one of Santa’s elves, helps Holly Rosin get a holiday
tattoo.

Darrin Carpenter, one of Putnam’s youngest patrons, 
meets Santa for the first time.

For Rent Farm
NASHVILLE: 2 bedroom 
home; 2 bedroom apartment 
in country; 1 bedroom apart­
ment;
(517)852-9386.
$500.

1 bedroom home.
Rent $325-

EARTH SERVICES is in ur­
gent need of HAY DONA­

TIONS. We will come pick it 
up, clean out your bam of 
old hay - (Any type of hay

DO YOU WANT QUALITY 
PRINTING at affordable 
prices? Call J-Ad Graphics at
(269)945-9554.

at

QUESTIONS: 
ask us:..

that isn't moldy). We are al­
so looking for pasture land 

and hay fields. EARTH 
SERVICES is a 501(c)3 non­
profit organization. All don? 

ations are tax deductible. 
PLEASE CALL (269)962­

2015

SJast ^Minute Gifts
Gingher* Shears 
Sewing Box 
Gift Certificate 
Fleece Tie Quilt 
Fat Quarters

Quilt Hoop
Quilt Book
DMC* Floss
Sugar 'n Cream’ Yam 
Hugs ‘N Kisses

p ,May you have a joyous Christmas 
as you celebrate fjesus' birth!

218 E. State St., Hastings • 945-9673 
MajM OPEN: Monday-Thursday 8 am-5;30 pm;

Friday 8 am-7 pm; Saturday 9 am-5:30 pm

—| Hulst Cleaners Pick-Up Stat/on~|,

Jack a 

ChraiCst tloNmsoaeosdn E ve emClosed
Christmas Eve

at Noon
Re-Open at 6AM 

Dec. 26th
Open

New Year’s Dav
N

hisNoah

DANCE STUDIO'« y Country

/ jack & Judy’s

After talking to Santa, 
Scott got

Christmas wish: a new 
Putnam District Library 
card!

and Judy, along with all of their 
employees, want to wish you the

merriest Christmas and a Happy 
and Prosperous New Year. We 
hope to serve you with the 
same cheer for all

I the new year.

— Smoke
► Pre© '«
■Restaurant

Hours: Open 7 Days a Week - 
6AM - 8PM 

113 N. Main, Nashville 
517 852 9700

Kettle
Cafe

Utahrillei Priendh Family 
z ^esla,irunl family Prices!

06701963

Christ Is Coming for You!
The LORD has bared his holt/ arm before the ryrs of all lite tuitions; 

all the ends of the earth sJmII see Ihc salvation of our God!
Isaiah 52:10

Jesus Christ has come into this world to save us all!
God has sent the Christ Child for you!

Worship with us or al your family church this Christmas!

Sunday Worship -10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion Service - 7:00 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
269-3674817

6261 Velte Road in Woodland 
•}« Mile South of Lakewood High School

are tvelcomeiis i/oti are - emol mill/, physically, nr spiritually. 
Facilities aiv Hable for those with mobility, sight, or hairing challenges.

Give a gift that will really move them!
Gift Certificates Available

Tumbling
Starting Jan. 6th thru March 3rd 

9 week session 
Wednesday evenings 

ENROLLING NOW

207 N. Main St.

Nashville
517-852-9910

Check us out on the web at 
unvw.stepntimedancestudio.com

Zumba
Come join the fun 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
6pm - 7pm or 7pm - 8pm 

Call today for details!
06702214

unvw.stepntimedancestudio.com
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Nashville shows holiday spirit at parade

Showing that politicians do their own work once in awhile, Barry County 
Commissioner Mike Callton details his ride for the parade. (Photo by Amy Jo Kinyon)

Donning their elf finery, the float from the Nashville Shell Station prepares for the
start of the parade. (Photo by Amy Jo Kinyon)

Over 120 Top Channels
including local channels

(where available)

for 12 months with Agreement

ALSO INCLUDES:

FREE STANDARD
PROFESSIONAL
INSTALLATION

in up to 4 room

FREE DVR UPGRADE
$5.98/mo. DVR Service lee ripplin.

FREE FOR 3 MONTHS

>>WIME
with Agreement

SWITCH TO DISH NETWORK TODAY. IT'S EASY! CAIL NOW:

ft?) RadioShack* of Hastings
Do Stuff De”er WIRED UP LLC

614 West State Street - In the Kmart Plaza in Hastings 
(269) 945-4800 • Toll Free 877-GO-WIRED

. HOURS: Monday-Friday 9 am-8 pm; Saturday 9 am-7 pm; Sunday 11 am-5 pm

dish
NETWOR

AUTHORIZED RETAI

Digital Homa Advanlogo offer require. 24-month commitment and credit qualification. If service Is lermlnofed before the end of 

commitment, o cancellation fee of $15/monlh remaining will oppip Programming credits will apply during the first 12 months. 
Monthly fees may apply based on type and number of receivers. All prices, packages and programming subject to change without 

notice, local channels only available in certain areas. Additional restrictions and foes may apply. Offer end. 1/31/10. First-time DISH 
Network rustomen only. HBO/Showtime: Programming credits will apply during the first 3 months. Customer must downgrade or then-current price 
w
Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS company. © 2009, CVS Systems, Inc. All rights reserved.

06701535

commitment, o cancellation fee of $15/monlh remaining will oppip Programming credits will apply during the first 12 months.

notice, local channels only available in certain areas. Additional restrictions and foes may apply. Offer end. 1/31/10. First-time DISH 

will apply. HBO® and related channels and service marks ore the property of Home Bos Office, Inc SHOWTIME and related marks are trademarks of

Frosty cruises in a boat from Wheeler’s Marine Service. (Photo by Amy Jo Kinyon)
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37

Re-creating the nativity scene, complete with sheep, youngsters from St. Cyril Institute on the superintend- Good Time Pizza coupons for free bread sticks; Maple
Catholic Church ride through town. (Photo by Amy Jo Kinyon)

Kathleen Booher from the
Michigan Leadership

Friendship Sites
Congregate Menu 

Monday, December 21 
Alaskan stuffed salmon; 

wild rice, Brussels sprouts, 
peas, apple.

Tuesday, December 22
Oven fried chicken, 

coleslaw, com, mixed fruit, 
biscuit.
Wednesday, December 23
Glazed ham w/pineapple, 

roasted sweet potatoes, sugar 
snap peas, bread pudding, 
dinner roll.

Thursday, December 24
COA closed. No meal 

delivery.
Friday, December 25 

COA closed. Merry 
Christmas. No meal delivery.

onion salad, tropical fruit, 
wheat bread.
Wednesday, December 23

Sliced turkey w/Swiss 
cheese, potato salad, apple­
sauce, wheat bread.

Thursday, December 24
COA closed. No meal 

delivery.
Friday, December 25

COA closed. Merry 
Christmas. No meal delivery.

Home Delivered 
Cold Menu 

Monday, December 21 
Peanut butter and jelly, pea 

and cheese salad, tropical 
fruit, English muffin.

Tuesday, December 22 
Egg salad, pickled beet and

Home Delivered
Hearty Menu 

Monday, December 21 
Alaskan stuffed salmon, 

wild rice, Brussels sprouts, 
fruit punch, bun.

Tuesday, December 22
Oven fried chicken, com, 

green beans, mixed fruit, 
wheat bread.
Wednesday, December 23
Glazed ham w/pineapple, 

roasted sweet potatoes, sugar 
snap peas, bread pudding, 
dinner roll.

Thursday, December 24 
closed. No mealCOA

delivery.
Friday, December 25

COA closed. Merry 
Christmas. No meal delivery.

Activities Calendar
Monday, December 21: 

Hastings - December craft 
10:30; Music with Sam 
10: 30; Card Making 12:30 
p.m.; Painting with Bob 1 
p.m. Delton - Nashville 5+ 
11: 30 a.m. H,W,N, 
Reminiscence.

Tuesday, December 22: 
Hastings - Line Dancing 9:30 
a.m.; Play Wii 10:30 a.m.; 
Red Hat Christmas Tea 2 
p.m. GL -Cards 10:30-12:30.

Wednesday, December 
23: Hastings - Music with 
Sam; Tai Chi 5:15 p.m.; 
Nails; Euchre 12:30-2:30 
p.m.; Blood Drive 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Delton - Reminiscence

Thursday, December 24
COA closed. No meal 

delivery.
Friday, December 25

COA closed. Merry 
Christmas. No meal delivery.

a.m.

06701953

517-852-9003
www.moo-ville.com

5875 S.M-66, Nashville
corner of M-79 A M-66

Come buy local, farm fresh products 
for your family gathering!

MOO-ville Eggnog
MOO-ville Milk $3.25

MOO-ville Ice Cream $5.50
MOO-ville Butter $3.00

WINTER HOURS: MON-THU 9-7 & FRI-SAT 9-8

Out of 37 names 
entered into the drawing, 
10-year-old Rachel Morris 
of Nashville won a new 
bike sponsored by Green Heather Dockter was the winner of a stocking stuffed 
Light Driving School. with goodies during the Christmas festivities Dec. 12. 
(Photo provided)

SCHOOL BOARD, 
continued from page 4

Dockter, shown here with Hope and Cody Musser, took 
home a Hometown Lumber $25 gift certificate; Country 
Kettle Cafe $10 gift certificate; All That Glitters poinset­
tia plant; MOO-ville collection of children’s toys; Court­
Side Embroidery and Screen Printing a Nashville sweat­
shirt, a Maple Valley long sleeved T-shirt and ‘Talk to 
the Paw’ infant onesie; Green Light Driving School 36- 
piece glove box tool kit, ink pens and mini-flashlights;

ent search process the district Valley Pharmacy coffee mug, book and certificate for a 
would go through if her firm 30-minute massage; and Putnam District Library mug, 
is hired. pens, magnet, five free DVD rentals and a Where the

“We don’t want to hire Wild Things Are coloring book. Missing from the family 
someone because they’re a photo is Shawna Dockter. (Photo provided) 
good interviewer,” Booher 
told the board. “We want to 
hire someone who has the 
best potential for success in 
the position.”

• Thanked
Packard for donating laptop 
computers to the district, the 
Maple Valley Kiwanis Club 
and Eaton Federal Savings 
Bank for donating dictionar­
ies to every third grade stu­
dent, Tri-County Electric for 
donating 10 mini-computers 
and Dr. David Mansky, podi­
atrist, who donated many 
pairs of boots for students.

The board will meet again 
Jan. 11, 2010, at 7 p.m. in the 
administration office at the 
high school.

Hewlett-

Call 269-945-9554 
anytime for Maple Valley 

News Action-ads!

CALEOOMIA FURNITURE CONSIBNMENT HOUSE

Great “Last Minute” Gift Ideas
616-891-2440

9968 Cherry Valley Avenue SE • Caledonia 
calfinefumiture.com

Pick up your 
FREE Swag just 
for stopping in! ’

Please note our special
HOLIDAY HOURS:

Thursday, December 24th 
Christmas Eve Day — Close at I pm

Friday, December 25th
Christmas Day — CLOSED

Thursday, December 31st
• New Year’s Eve Day — Close at 5 pm

Friday, January 1st 
New Year’s Day — CLOSED

Hastings City Bank

150 W. Court Street 
(269) 945-2401 

HastingsCityBank.com 
Member FDIC

ATM and Online Banking is available 24 Hours a Day!
06701479

http://www.moo-ville.com
calfinefumiture.com
HastingsCityBank.com


Pay> 8 — Just Say ‘A* Advertised in the Maple Valley News* Saturday December 19. 2009

Burros and balls take to thecourt for FFA
Jaime Curtb
FFA Reporter

The Maple Valley FFA

School Gym.
This year’s contest fea- 

Maple Valley High tured four teams. In the first

pul on its annual donkey bas-
kctball tournament Dec. 3 in 
the

Romes,
and

seated. Most players were on 
the floor more often than 
they were on the donkey.

Jaime Curth, co-chair of 
the tournament said, “The 
game was .a lot of fun, and 
drew a good crowd which 
gained the FFA chapter 
approximately $950.’"

Andy Romes, Jeremy 
Milarch and Wally 
Woodman. The seniors were

Hurosky,
Litzenburg, Micheala Bauer, 
Brandon Sams, Matt 
Spencer, Dustin Davis, Josh 
Hall, Aquib Sadman, Luke 
Wymer and Aliena Frahry.

This made for an exciting 
championship game

was
on

ClintTerrigame, the juniors Of Maple 
Valley went against a group 
of community members. The 
community members were 
defeated 6-4. The junior 
team was comprised of Tyler 
Rourke, Eric Scott, 
Chandralyn Thornton, 
Sharmen Fletcher, Tiffany 
Ryan, RJ Browne, Cody 
James, Wayln Eaton and 
Kristen Iszler. The commu­
nity members consisted of 
Mike Callton, Ben Geiger, 
Laverne Mast, Eli Coblentz, 
Austin Gam, Jack Cripe, Lee 
Hansbarger and Joe Yoder.

In the second game, 
Maple Valley seniors went 
against a team composed of 
Maple Valley faculty. The 
seniors came out behind in 
this contest. The staff team 
included Brian

Rosin,

which the Maple Valley fac­
ulty outplayed the juniors 
10-8.

Donkey basketball
played with four players 
the floor at once, each hav­
ing their own donkey. 
Players had to be mounted to 
shoot the ball and also had to 
either be seated or pass the 
ball to someone who was

Sams,

Eric
in

The faculty team came out victorious in the annual
donkey basketball competition recently held at Maple 
Valley High School (Photo provided)

LEGAL NOTICE
AS A DEBT COLLECTOR. WE 
ARE ATTEMPTING TO COL­
LECT A DEBT AND ANY INFOR­
MATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
NOTIFY (248) 362-6100 IF YOU 
ARE IN ACTIVE MILITARY 
DUTY. MORTGAGE SALE - 
Default having been made in the 
terms and conditions of a certain 
mortgage made by Keith R. 
Gilbert, a single man of Barry 
County. Michigan. Mortgagor to 
U.S. Bank National Association 
ND dated the 20th day of 
January, A.D. 2006, and record­
ed in the office of the Register of 
Deeds, for the County of Barry 
and State of Michigan, on the 
26th day of January, A.D. 2006, 
in Instrument No. 1159376 of 
Barry Records, on which mort­
gage there is claimed to be due, 
at the date of this notice, for prin­
cipal of $109,591.08 (one hun­
dred nine thousand five hundred 
ninety-one and 08/100) plus 
accrued interest at 6.1% (six 
point one) percent per annum. 
And no suit proceedings at law or 
in equity having been instituted 
to recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage or any part there­
of. Now, therefore, by virtue of 
the power of sale contained in 
said mortgage, and pursuant to 
the statue of the Slate of 
Michigan in such case made and 
provided, notice is hereby given 
that on, the 7th day of January, 
A.D., 2010, at 1:00:00 PM said 
mortgage will be foreclosed by a 
sale at public auction, to the 
highest bidder, at the Barry 
County Courthouse in Hastings, 
Ml, Barry County, Michigan, of 
the premises described in said 
mortgage. Which said premises 
are described as follows: All that 
certain piece or parcel of land sit­
uate In the Township of Hope, in 
the County of Barry and State of 
Michigan and described as fol­
lows to wit: Township of Hope, 
County of Barry, Michigan: 
Parcel of land located in the 
Southeast 1/4 of Section 9, Town 
2 North, Range 9 West, 
described as: Commencing at 
the South 1/4 corner of said 
Section 9, thence North 03 
degrees 06 minutes 51 seconds 
East, along the North and South 
1/4 line of said section, 2,028.66 
feet, thence South 84 degrees 26 
minutes 46 seconds East, 160.62 
feet, thence North 78 degrees 36 
minutes 03 seconds East, 84.89 
feet to the point of beginning; 
thence North 78 degrees 36 min­
utes 03 seconds East, 265.70 
feet; thence South 03 degrees 06 
minutes 51 seconds West, paral­
lel with said North and South 1/4 
line, 224.37 feet; thence North 79 
degrees 20 minutes 05 seconds 
West, 184.52 feet; thence North 
19 degrees 28 minutes 04 sec­
onds West, 18.89 feet; thence 
North 88 degrees 09 minutes 21 
seconds West, 70.84 feet; 
thence North 04 degrees 57 min­
utes 23 seconds East, 117.72 
feet to the point of beginning-. 
Subject to and together with 
easements for ingress and 
egress described as: A 66 foot 
wide easement for ingress, 
egress and public utilities 
described as follows: Parcel of

and

JRreMU Our Readers 
Local Citizens Speak Out On Issues

Celebration was community affair

land located in the Southeast 1/4 
of Section 9, Town 2 North, 
Range 9 West, described as: 
Commencing at the South 1/4 
corner of said Section 9, thence Robb 
North 03 degrees 06 minutes 51 Carpenter, Josh Meersma,

Lincoln,
Bryan

seconds East, along the North 
and South 1/4 line of said 
Section 2,029.23 feet to the point 
of beginning; thence continuing 
North 03 degrees 06 minutes 51 
seconds East, along said North 
and South 1/4 line, 66.06 feet; 
thence South 84 degrees 26 min­
utes 46 seconds East, 183.62 
feet; thence South 50 degrees 22 
minutes 08 seconds East, 107.35 
feet; thence South 19 degrees 28 
minutes 04 seconds East, 122.88 
feet; thence South 79 degrees 20 being the top sellers in a 

recent fundraiser with a lim­
ousine ride to MOO-ville 
Creamery in Nashville.

This year’s top sellers for

To the editor,
I would like to commend 

the Nashville community for 
its Christmas celebration last 
weekend. I was welcomed 
with open arms Saturday by 
the children of the communi­
ty, as well as their parents 
and grandparents while we

made 'noisemakers for the 
children to shake during the 
Christmas parade.

Community members did a 
good job of working together 
to create a family event that 
brought people to the down­
town. The Nashville Village 
Council members should also

be proud for supporting com­
munity efforts to have a fun 
and enjoyable activity that 
involved local residents, busi­
nesses and other organiza­
tions.

Megan Lavell,
Hastings

Students earn high-class ride
Several Maple Valley 

Junior High School students 
took a ride in style recently. 
The group was rewarded for

minutes 05 seconds East, 184.57 
feet; thence South 03 degrees 06 
minutes 51 seconds West, 66.58 
feet; thence North 79 degrees 20 
minutes 05 seconds West, 
231.32 feet; thence North 19 the junior high fundraiser

were Hannah Hilton, Austin 
Brooks, Taylor Fisher, Haley 

Aaron

degrees 28 minutes 04 seconds 
West, 142.65 feet; thence North 
50 degrees 22 minutes 08 sec-
onds West, 68.88 feet; thence James, Aaron Krive, 
North 84 degrees 26 minutes 46 Mackenzie Greenhoe and 
seconds West, 160.58 feet to Trenten Leonard 
said North and South 1/4 line and 
the point of beginning. AND 
Parcel of land located in the
Southeast 1/4 of Section 9, Town used toward field trips to 
2 North, Range 9 West, reward hard work and good 
described as : Commencing at behavior, as well as buying

The school earned $4,730 
from the fundraiser that will

the South 1/4 corner of said 
Section 9, thence North 03 
degrees 06 minutes 51 seconds 
East, along the North and South 
1/4 line of said Section, 2,029.23 the junior high students’ 

events and accomplishments, 
as well as a classroom set of 

East, along said North and South laptops.
1/4 line, 66.06 feet; thence South “We would like to
84 degrees 26 minutes 46 sec- acknowledge all those who

items for the school. This 
year’s purchases will include 
a digital camera to document

feet to the point of beginning; 
thence continuing North 03 
degrees 06 minutes 51 seconds

onds East, 183.62 feet; thence 
South 50 degrees 22 minutes 08 
seconds East, 107.35 feet; 
thence South 19 degrees 28 min­
utes 04 seconds East, 320.21 
feet; thence South 46 degrees 17 
minutes 10 seconds East, 134.08 
feet; thence North 89 degrees 50 
minutes 11 seconds West, 95.79 
feet; thence North 46 degrees 17 
minutes 10 seconds West, 80.38 
feet; thence North 19 degrees 28 
minutes 04 seconds West, 
317.70 feet; thence North 50 
degrees 22 minutes 08 seconds 
West, 66.88 feet; thence North 
84 degrees 26 minutes 46 sec­
onds West, 160.58 feet to said 
North and South 1/4 line and the 
point of beginning. Commonly 
known as: 4422 Carr Drive 
Parcel Number 08-07-009-001­
67 The redemption period shall 
be six months from the date of 
such sale, unless determined 
abandoned in accordance with 
1948CL 600.3241a, in which 
case the redemption period shall 
be 30 days from the date of such 
sale. Dated: December 5, 2009 
WELTMAN, WEINBERG & REIS 
CO., L.P.A. By: Michael I. Rich 
(P-41938) Attorney for Plaintiff 
Weltman, Weinberg & Reis Co., 
L.P.A. 2155 Butterfield Drive 
Suite 200-S Troy, Ml 48084 

10029093WWR# 
3362884 
12/12/2009, 
12/26/2009

ASAP# 
/05/2009, 
12/19/2009.

06700907

“We would like

IC0MPA

Hannah Hilton, Austin Brooks, Taylor Fisher, Haley James, Aaron Krive, 
Mackenzie Greenhoe and Trenten Leonard were rewarded with a limo ride to MOO- 
ville after a school fundraiser. (Photo provided)

put their time and effort into 
selling items as well as those 
who supported us with their

purchases,” said Christina 
Smith. “We really appreciate 
everyone’s contribution to

our school.”

When you compare the product quality, performance 

warranties* and money-saving features of any Goodman’ 

brand Gas Furnace against any other brand, you’ll discover 

that the best can cost less.

Goodmart
Air Conditioning & Heating

- Avoid unexpected breakdowns by 
scheduling a furnace tune-up.

We Service Gas and Oil Furnaces
(including boilers)

Burnrite Outdoor
Woodburner Dealer

OUTDOOR WOODBURNER PARTS AND INSTALLATION 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL BRANDS

We Do Rotobrush Duct Cleaning

FROST HEATING
0 COOLING 

QUALITY, VALUE & SERVICE 
Lake Odessa (616) 374-7595

Nashville (517) 852-9565

Online is nut rvwred in California or QutSrec Fifli warranty details avaMNe ■ www^uoWnanmlgcom
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Thank goodness for Goodman:

1st

Sugar Hut Cafe’
Janelie’s Hair Salon

Vermontville Express Mart
Campbell’s Crafts

Gina Clark
Main Street Salon, Nashville

Mooville Creamery
> Subway of Nashville
Courtside Embroidery

Meijer of Charlotte
Missy’s Shop of Styles in Charlotte

Sunrise Candles - Mrs. Graber •

for donating items for the Maplewood * 
Holiday Gift Shop drawings which 
contributed to the huge success of 

our Annual Christmas Event.

06702139
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Vermontville Township Library challenges patrons to read 100 stories
When making resolutions 

for the New Year, consider 
adding reading to the list. 
The Vermontville Township 
Library is challenging its

patrons to “read 100 stories” 
in 2010. This challenge is 
open to both children and 
adults who would like to 
make it their goal to read 100

Good News From the Pulpit

Like a child
by Rev. Cathy Christman

Nashville UMC
These Sundays in Advent have been giving us the

opportunity to hear again, new and fresh, the story of 
God’s steadfast love for his people. God has not forgotten 
the promise of the One who will sit in David’s throne to 
rule with justice and righteousness, the One who will 
come to liberate God’s people from the bondage of sin and 
the power of death. In Jesus, God’s kingdom breaks into 
history. God becomes so much more than the omnipotent 
and all-powerful being. God becomes human. God begins 
to know the ills and problems that humanity faces.

This week, I’ve been reading a passage from Luke 1:46­
55 and thinking about the concept of joy and the coming of 
the Christ child at Christmas. How does this joy that Mary 
sang about pervade our own lives? I even asked this ques­
tion in Bible study. How can we find joy in all aspects of 
our own lives?

This time of year is a very wonderful and loving time of 
year. Families get together, and decorations go up. We are 
excited about the giving of presents and the ability to see 
long-lost friends. For most people, this is a joyful time of 
the year.

For others, this time of year is frustrating. It is disap­
pointing and sometimes even painful. For some, family is 
not in the picture, or they are gone and cannot visit. For 
some, the money just isn’t coming in to purchase presents. 
Where is the joy in this?

Think about the Luke passage. Mary, a teenager, was 
singing about God’s praises for the gift that God gave her 
in the Christ child. Listen to her words, “My soul magni­
fies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my savior, for 
he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.” 
This child was going to bear the child of God. Through 
our lenses, this is kind of scary. A child was going to have 
a child. And yet, through all of this, she was still able to 
sing and still able to see the great joy in this birth. God 
gave her his love in the form of Jesus and showed incred­
ible mercy and promise to her. God knew what she need­
ed to hear to find the joy in this moment. God broke 
through all the barriers of the human world and came sim­
ply as a child, simply as a child. In the simplicity of a 
child’s heart, God became human and came to show us the 
true power and grace that is God. In one of the simplest 
things of this world, some of the greatest joy is found.

It is hard sometimes, to see the joy in life. It is hard 
sometimes to find the hope and the joy when all around 
you is falling or being broken. I’m writing to tell you the 
good news my friends: no matter how much life gets in the 
way, God will find a way to make those rough places 
smooth. In Scripture, we read about how John the Baptist 
came to prepare a place for Christ and how he wanted to 
make the world right for the birth of this child, but the mir­
acle is that Christ came to make the world right for us. 
Christ came to smooth out the rough places. Christ came 
so that we may know the love of God for our very own. 
Plain and simple as that. Merry Christmas.

NATIONAL GUARD!-
LITTLE COMMITMENT. BIG REWARDS 

CALL YOUR LOCAL RECRUITER! 
SSG KALVIN CHARANIA 

(517) 543"2804 
kalvin.charania@us.army.mil 

NATIONALGUARD.com

TRANSFER STATION
Nashville Transfer Station will 

be closed Dec, 26th, 2009 
and January 2, 2010

06701745

Thank You
Recycling Board

books in the coming year.
Participants will keep a 

reading log of the books they 
read throughout the year, and 
readers who complete the 
100-book challenge will be 
invited to a celebration event 
in January 2011.

Readers may read any 
books they choose, and any 
books read for any other 
library program may be 
counted in the 100 stories. 
Throughout the year, readers 
will be asked to choose a

book from each of several asked to choose from 
book lists to include in their Caldecott Award Winners, 

classics, Newberry Award 
Winners, 100 Best Books for 
Children, and Michigan 
Children’s. Books. These 
lists are linked to Web sites 
that help readers choose 
books they might like to 
read.

As part of the challenge, 
readers also will be asked to 
share one story each month 
to “Read, Remember, and

reading choices. These lists 
include Pulitzer Prize for fic­
tion, tiie Modem Library 100 
Best Books of the Century. 
Time Magazine 100 Most 
Influential Novels, Readable 
Classics, New York 
Magazine “Best Novels 
You’ve Never Read”, Oprah 
Winfrey’s Book Club, and 
the Book Sense Book of the 
Year list

Young readers will be

In My Own

Write

asked choose

New

Recommend.” This short 
question page is designed to 
highlight a book that a read­
er might like to share with 
others. These will be kept in 
a binder in the library to help 
readers in their book choices.

Reading logs may be 
picked up at the library, and 
reading will begin on Jan. 1, 
2010. More information is 
available at the library at 
517-726-1362.

Nashville man sentenced

by Amy Jo 
Kinyon

A few ideas
We have all heard the news about school and their budg­

et troubles this year. But, what about next year? If we 
thought this year was bad concerning funding, just wait 
until next year. Maple Valley faces a $1 million deficit for 
next year. ONE MILLION DOLLARS. When I was a child 
$1 million dollars seemed like an amount only reserved for 
royalty. Now that I’m in my third decade, it still seems like 
a lot of money. It means even more when we have to look 
at taking that much away from our students.

It means that it’s time for us in the community to step up. 
Time to do what we can to support the district and maybe 
offer some of the non-essential activities in other ways.

Just a few ideas:
How about a rec. league for the sports? This could 

encompass all of the youth sports that already take place 
and give them a more effective organization. The coaches 
and such could remain the same, there would just be one 
league to oversee each sport and determine new offerings 
that would benefit the community. Marshall has a thriving 
rec. league that does so much more than softball leagues. 
There are nature walks organized, wildlife events and 
many more activities that could fall under the league. This 
would also create a way to take advantage of the rail-to- 
trail initiative being worked on in the communities and a 
way to make the Valley more appealing to new residents.

How about an arts council? Hastings has a wonderful 
arts council that promotes culture and the arts through a 
variety of fun and interesting events. The arts council could 
help run the school drama and musical function and pro­
mote the wonderful artists we have right here in the Valley. 
From wood sculptures to pottery and painting, there is a 
wealth of talent right in our community. The Revue 
Theatre company has done wonderful things for the com­
munity. Hundreds of thespians each year get a chance to 
work on their skills while entertaining and maybe even 
educating local residents. Why not expound on that and 
offer more opportunities through a community organiza­
tion rather than the school district?

These are just a few of the ideas that came to mind as I 
was thinking of ways the district could find a glimmer of 
light in the dark state funding tunnel. These would be won­
derful benefits to the communities as well as the students 
and help Maple Valley sustain through the tough economy. 
I am sure there are more ideas out there, I just hope they are 
brought to the attention to the board in the coming weeks. 
Whether we agree with every decision the board makes or 
get along with everyone on the board, it’s time to step up. 
The students need our help.

Daniel Jay Wright, 43, of sentence may be suspended 
Nashville pleaded guilty to 
possession of a controlled 
substance, less then 25 
grams, second offense.

On Oct. 15, Wright was 
found to be in possession of 
cocaine. He was sentenced 
last week to six months in 
jail by Judge James Fisher.

Wright also was ordered to
spend 36 months on proba- TION WE OBTAIN WILL BE 
tion and to attend substance 
abuse counseling and cogni­
tive behavior therapy while 
in jail. He was assessed $60
crime victim rights fund, $68 SALE - Default has been made in 
state minimum costs, $500 
court costs and $360 in pro­
bation fees.

The last 90 days of the jail

upon payment of $628.

LEGAL
NOTICE

THIS FIRM IS A DEBT COLLEC­
TOR ATTEMPTING TO COL­
LECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMA-

USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
PLEASE CONTACT OUR 
OFFICE AT THE NUMBER 
BELOW IF YOU ARE IN ACTIVE 
MILITARY DUTY. MORTGAGE

CONTACT

the conditions of a mortgage 
made by Chad A. 
Schondelmayer, unmarried man 
by Lorie K. Bowerman, as 
Attorney in Fact, to Comerica 
Bank, a Michigan State Chartered 
Bank, Mortgagee, dated October 
12, 2005 and recorded October 
14, 2005 in Instrument Number 
1154574, and Loan Modification 
recorded 03/09/2006 Document 
Number 1161096, Barry County 
Records, Michigan. Said mort­
gage is now held by Bac Home 
Loans Servicing, LP fka 

FEDERAL LAW REQUIRES US Countrywide Home Loans 
TO ADVISE YOU THAT COM- Servicing LP by assignment. 

WITH OUR There is claimed to be due at the 
date hereof the sum of Two 
Hundred Three Thousand Three 
Hundred Forty-Three and 64/100 
Dollars ($203,343.64) including 
interest at 6.125% per annum. 
Under the power of sale con­
tained in said mortgage and the 
statute in such case made and 
provided, notice is hereby given 
that said mortgage will be fore­
closed by a sale of the mortgaged

LEGAL
NOTICE

* Lockouts
Tire Service
Accident
Recovery
Long-Haul
&
Off-Road

Dependable,

by

Servicing,
Home

MUNICATION WITH OUR 
OFFICE COULD BE INTER­
PRETED AS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND THAT 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PUR­
POSE. IF YOU ARE IN ACTIVE 
MILITARY SERVICE, PLEASE 
CONTACT OUR OFFICE, AS 
YOU ARE ENTITLED TO SPE­
CIAL PROTECTIONS. To: 
Kenneth G. Lynema and Wendy premises, or some part of them, 

at public vendue at the Barry 
Middleville, Ml 49333 County: County Courthouse in Hastings in 
Barry State law requires that you Barry County, Michigan at 1:00 
receive the following notice: You 
have the right to request a meet-

PROTECTIONS.

Lee Lynema 4867 Bender Road

p.m. on JANUARY 7, 2010. Said 
premises are located in the 

ing with your mortgage holder or Township of Thornapple, Barry 
mortgage servicer. The person to 
contact and that has the authority 
to make agreements for a loan 
modification with you is: Orlans 
Associates, P.C Loss Mitigation 
Department, P.O. Box 5041, Troy, 
Ml 48007-5041, (248) 502-1331.
You may contact a housing coun-

County, Michigan, and are 
described as: Condominium Unit 
42, Mulberry Hills Estates, a 
Condominium according to the 
Master Deed recorded in 
Document 1092759, First 
Amendment to Master Deed 
recorded June 16, 2002 in 
Document 1106585, and Second

Deed
1092759,

DOBBINS JEFF

damage-free
towing!

DOBBIN'S
AUTO SERVICE, INC.

Owner, Jeff Dobbin, ASE Master Technician
over 20 years experience

selor by visiting the Michigan Amendment to M,aster Deed 
State Housing Development recorded October 4, 2004, in 

Document 1134901, in the Office 
by calling MSHDA. The website of Barry County Register of 
address and telephone number Deeds and designated as Barry 

is: County Condominium
Subdivision Plan Number 24, 

arch/), telephone (517) 373- together with rights in the general 
8370, TTY# 1-800-382-4568. If 
you request a meeting with the 
servicer's designate within 14 
days after the Notice required 
under MCL 600.3205a(1) is 
mailed, then foreclosure pro­
ceedings will not start until 90 
days after the date the Notice 
was mailed to you. If you and the 
servicer's Designate reach an days from the date of such sale. 

gage loan, the mortgage will not foreclosing mortgagee can 
be foreclosed if you abide by the rescind the sale. In that event, 
terms of the agreement. You 
have the right to contact an attor­
ney. You may contact attorney of amount tendered at sale, plus 
your choice. If you do not have an

Authority ("MSHDA") website or

of MSHDA
(www.mshda.info/counseling_se

common elements and the limited 
common elements as set forth in 
said Master Deed and Act 59 of 
the Public Acts of 1978, as 
amended. The redemption period 
shall be 6 months from the date of 
such sale, unless determined 
abandoned in accordance with 
MCLA 600.3241 a, in which case 
the redemption period shall be 30 

agreement to modify the mort- TO ALL PURCHASERS: The. 
mortgagee

your damages, if any, are limited 
solely to the return of the bid

interest. If you are a tenant in the 
attorney, the telephone number property, please contact our office 
for the Michigan State Bar 
Association's Lawyer Referral 
Service is 1-800-968-0738. 
Dated: December 19, 2009 
Orlans Associates P.C Attorneys 
for Servicer P.O. Box 5041 Troy, 
Ml 48007-5041 File Number: 
200.5403 ASAP# 3380590 
12/19/2009 06701919

ASAP#

as you may have certain rights. 
Dated: November 28, 2009 
Orlans Associates, P.C. Attorneys 
for Servicer P.O. Box 5041 Troy, 
Ml 48007-5041 248-502-1400

No.
3358105
12/05/2009,
12/19/2009

File 617.1880 ASAP#
11/28/2009,
12/12/2009,

06700764

mailto:kalvin.charania@us.army.mil
NATIONALGUARD.com
http://www.mshda.info/counseling_se
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New program to honor local high school performers
Local high school thespi­

ans have been left out. 
Nearly every club that is part 
of a school district celebrates 
the achievements of its mem­
bers at a special event at the 
end of each year. For stu­
dents who participate in high 
school musical productions. 
however, it’s all over after 
the final curtain call. The 
first annual Excellence in 
High School Musical 
Theater Awards, however, is 
about to change that lack of 
recognition.

Seeking a way to 
acknowledge those students 
who put months of work into 
their productions each year, 
the Excellence Awards were 
created to provide a high-vis­
ibility event for high school 
students and the public to 
celebrate the outstanding 
work in high school musical 
theater. Public and private 
high schools in both Barry 
and Eaton counties are invit­
ed to participate in this 
event. Amy Jo Kinyon, 
director of the Excellence 
Awards, said she couldn’t be 
more excited about the 
event.

“Students put months of 
work into a production. They 
rehearse and train, just as

School

a

athletes do, yet at the end of 
their season, the curtain clos­
es and nothing else hap­
pens,” said Kinyon. “These 
awards are a way to spotlight 
the outstanding work of not 
only the students, but also 
the faculty and staff of the 
schools. It is going to be an 
all-out affair in May al the 
awards ceremony. Think of 
the Tony Awards —just on a 
smaller scale.”

Live music, performances 
by the nominees and guest 
presenters are just a few of 
the activities set to take place 
at the gala event.

“We may not be able to 
get an actor like Hugh 
Jackman to emcee the event, 
but we’re sure to have just as 
much fun as the Tony 
Awards,” said Kinyon.

Recognition of outstand­
ing achievement by students 
and educators will be made 
in the areas of performance, 
design, direction, choreogra­
phy, technical production 
and overall production excel­
lence. The Excellence 
Awards judges are com­
prised of area theater profes­
sionals, performing artists, 
theater arts educators and 
those with a history in the 
theater field. Three judges

will attend each participating 
school and evaluate their 
production. Schools nomi­
nated for best musical pro­
duction will perform one 
musical number from their 
show.

Looking beyond high 
school, the Excellence 
Awards also will help culti­
vate the careers of partici­
pants. The winners of Best 
Actor and Best Actress also 
will be entered in the
National
Theater

the

The

High
Awards,

School
The

Jimmy’s. Winners will be 
invited to travel to New York 
where they will join finalists 
from throughout the country 
in a gala awards ceremony.

Just as athletics and other 
school clubs teach team­
work, camaraderie and foster 
the talents of students, the­
ater serves the same purpose, 
said Kinyon.

Actor Morgan Freeman 
said high school theater 
helped him succeed in the 
classroom because it brought 
out skills he might not have 
discovered outside of school.

“When I was a teenager, I 
began to settle into school 
because I’d discovered the 
extracurricular activities that 
interested me: Music and

Participants in local high school musical theater productions, such as those in last 
year’s production of “West Side Story” at Maple Valley High School, will now have an
opportunity to be recognized for their hard work through a new program.

Middleville man to be sentenced
next month prescription case

Pleading guilty to one 
felony count of obtaining a 
controlled substance by 
fraud in a plea agreement 
with the Barry County 
Prosecutor’s office, Charles 
Chapman, 34, of Middleville 
will find himself in court 
again Jan. 20, 2010, for sen­
tencing.

Chapman also pleaded 
guilty to two misdemeanor 
counts, one for operating a

motor vehicle without secu­
rity and another for unlawful 
use of a registration plate. He 
faces a maximum penalty of 
four years in jail and a 
$30,000 fine for the felony 
charge, one year in jail 
and/or $500 fine for the 
motor vehicle security viola­
tion and up to 90 days in jail 
and/or a $100 fine for the 
registration violation.

Chapman said his brother,

Cory Chapman, posed as a 
doctor and called in a 
Vicodin prescription in his 
name, something he was 
unaware of until he picked 
up the medication at Maple 
Valley Pharmacy in 
Nashville.

“At the time, I didn’t know 
what it was,” Chapman told 
Judge Fisher Wednesday 
morning in court. “It was 
actually for my brother.”\

Pharmacy

in

theater,” said Freeman.
Kinyon is currently on the 

fundraising circuit, looking 
for local organizations or 
individuals to donate toward 
the event. She said the hope 
is to make the ceremony a 
community-sponsored event, 
where local organizations 
come together to support the 
students.

“We are looking for spon­
sors to help cover the costs 
of the awards and use of the 
facility for the ceremony. 
We need to purchase 18 per­
sonalized awards at a cost of 
$50 each. That is really a 
small price to pay to recog­
nize the hard work put into 
each production by the stu­
dents,” said Kinyon.

Ever the marketing-mind­
ed person, Kinyon said the 
advertising and publicity 
sponsors receive for their 
investment will far outweigh 
the price.

“Sponsors will be featured 
in all publicity for the event 
as well as being featured dur-

ing the ceremony. Sponsors 
of the awards will be 
announced with the award, 
featured in all publications 
for the Excellence Awards 
and will be engraved on the 
awards themselves,” said 
Kinyon. “It’s really a great 
opportunity to reach a new 
customer base from not only 
Barry and Eaton counties but 
beyond.”

The cost of the awards, 
printing of tickets and pro­
grams, along with rental of 
the facility add up quickly, 
but Kinyon said she is cer­
tain there will be enough 
support.

“In the two counties, we 
have a variety of groups that 
already support the arts. This 
is just one more avenue to 
show that support. Theater 
has such a positive impact in 
so many of our lives that it is 
natural for us to foster those 
students exploring theater in 
high school. The Thomapple 
Players, a wonderful com­
munity group, has already

EWING 
WELL 

DRILLING 
INC.

OFFERING COMPLETE 
WATER & WELL 

DRILLING & PUMP

SALES & SERVICE 
4” TO 12” WELLS

• Residential
• Commercial

• Farm
We stock a complete line of...

• Pumps • Tanks
• Plastic & Steel Pipe
• Other Well Supplies

WE OWN OUR OWN 
EQUIPMENT & DO 
OUR OWN WORK.

Richard Ewing 
Owner

GRAVEL WELLS
A SPECIALTY

Estimates Available

(517) 726-0088
0076 NASHVILLE HW10076 NASHVILLE HWY.
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VERMONTVILLE
Now accepting 

MasterCard & Visa

Santa presents reading gifts to students

are

Santa hands out T-shirts to students in one of the classrooms at Fuller Street 
Elementary. (Photo provided)

Santa gave out reading T- 
shirts to Fuller Street 
Elementary students and 
talked to classes about the 
importance of reading.

Fuller students are asked to 
wear the T-shirt to school 
every Friday for the rest of 
the year to help promote the 

reading1-million-minute 
contest taking place.

Students are tallying read­
ing minutes to try and accu­
mulate 1 million before the 
end of the school year. If they 

successful, Principal
Jason Miller will read to the 
students from the roof of the 
school.

committed to being a spon­
sor and I have no doubt oth­
ers will follow in their foot­
steps,” said Kinyon.

The theater bug bit 
Kinyon while in high school. 
She recalls how taking to the 
stage in even the smallest of 
roles had a profound effect 
on her.

“Before I became 
involved in theater, I was the 
last person you would think 
of as ‘outgoing.’ I didn’t 
even like to order my own 
food at a restaurant because 
that involved talking to 
someone I didn’t know. 
Then, for some strange rea­
son, I decided to try out for 
the school 
“There I was, singing 
‘Amazing Grace’ in front of 
an auditorium of my class­
mates. After that first show, I 
was so much more confident 
in myself that I could actual­
ly order my own sandwich,” 
joked Kinyon.

“The benefits of the the­
ater are immeasurable. They 
extend beyond the classroom 
and into the everyday,” she 
continued. “Theater builds 
character, both on and off the 
stage.”

Public and private schools 
are invited to participate in 
the program and may find 
out more information online 
at excellenceawards.word- 
press.com or by e-mailing 
excellenceawards @ ymail .co 
m or call Amy Jo at 517-231 - 
1554.

production.
was,

GET ALL THE
NEWS OF

BARRY COUNTY!
Subscribe to the
Hastings Banner. 
Call 945-9554 for 
more information.

517 
726-1500CE

UTO PARTS
& REPAIR

130 S. Main • Vermontville
Parts • Tires • Auto Repairs

Open M-F 8-5:30 • Sat 8-1:30

press.com
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Lion cheer team places fifth at Barry County Invitational
Without a round three 

score, Maple Valleys’ varsi­
ty competitive cheer team 
finished fifth among the five 
team’s at Wednesday 
evening’s Barry County

at

Invitational hosted by 
Thornapple Kellogg High 
School.

The Lions tallied a 171.5 
in round one, then added a 
130.7472 in round two, for a

hosted

Maple Valley wrestlers win 
their first conference dual
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Only one match ended 
with less than six points 
going up on the scoreboard 
in the Lions’ conference 
opening dual with Parchment 
Wednesday evening.

It was a Lion loss, but it 
was enough to help the 

Valley
wrestling team to a 42-41 

Valley

Maple varsity

Kalamazoo 
Association victory.

Maple Valley wrestlers 
earned three pins in the dual, 
and got six points four times 
from voids in the Parchment 
line-up. Parchment had six 
pins and one technical fall 
from Andy Cafery at 112 
pounds. The Lions’ Cody 
Myers was able to keep from 
getting pinned though, 
allowing the Panthers’ just 
five points at the flight - and 
it turned out to be the differ­
ence in the match.

Zack Baird at 119 pounds, 
Jesse James at 171, and Jon 
Reid at 215 had the four Lion 
pins. Winning by forfeit for 
the Lions were Vicente 
Arajuo (130 pounds),

pinned

(130

Wayion Eaton (135), Tyler 
Franks (145), and James 
Samann (152).

Parchment got pins from 
Greg Bosma (140), Andrew 
Lorio (160), Joe Perry (189), 
Calvin Kortz (285), Dakota 
Ogilvie (103), and Travis 
Van Deerveen (125).

Maple Valley was 1-1 in 
its two duals on the night, 
while Parchment was 0-2. 
Battle Creek Lakeview 
downed both of them in non-/ 
league duals. The Spartans 
topped Parchment 72-10 and 
Maple Valley 69-3.

The Lions’ lone win came 
at 119 pounds, where Baird 
decisioned John Kaminski 
10-6.

Maple Valley’s Eaton at 
135 and Samann at 152 both 
lost tough one-point deci­
sions. Samann was downed 
by Dylan Louis 6-5, while 
Eaton fell to Jake Baker 4-3.

Maple Valley will be 
home today (Dec. 19) for its 
own Jesse Snow Memorial 
Invitational.

final tally of 302.2472.
Thomapple Kellogg took 

the crown as Barry County’s 
top team away from 
Lakewood for the first time.

Lakewood head coach round 
Kim Martin said that her 
team had way too many 
motion errors in the first two 
rounds of the competition. 
They still managed to be in 
second place, behind the 
eventual champions from 
Thomapple Kellogg, head­
ing into round three.

Lakewood scored a 207.7 
in the first round and 
197.5864 in round two. The 
Vikings’ round two score 
was the best of the day. In 

three, Lakewood 
scored a 269.8, which was 
second only to the host 
Trojans.

“We had an incomplete 
round three, due to my main 
flyer and most valuable play­
er from ‘09 being out with 
mono so that automatically 
put us down 18 points,” said

Martin.
The Vikings would up fin­

ishing just over 15 points 
behind Thomapple Kellogg 
in the final standings with a 
total of 675.0864 to 
690.5428.

Thomapple 
scored the highest total in 
round one, a 214.6, then 
added a 194.5428 in round 
two and a 281.4 in round 
three.

Hastings was third with a 
final tally of 662.1656,

675.0864

Kellogg

Holden Creller (top) holds an opponent on his back as he works his way towards a 
first place finish at Sunday’s meet in Lansing.

Lion ladies fall to Schoolcraft
by Brett Bremer

Sports Editor
Maple Valley’s varsity

Wilkes of that third quarter some.”
lull. Elizabeth Stewart and Terri

Tuesday night 42-37.
After holding the Comets

The Lions were able to bat- Hurosky added 12 points to just two points an opening 
girls’ basketball team fell to tle back in the game in the each for the Lions. A factor in quarter in which they built a 
1-3 in the Kalamazoo Valley fourth quarter and pulled the third quarter problems 10-2 edge, the Lions allowed 
Association and 2-3 overall within three points with the was that Hurosky had to sit on Kalamazoo Christian to put 

at basketball in the final min- the bench in foul trouble for 19 points on the board in thewith a 52-46 loss
Schoolcraft Friday night. utes, but had to start fouling much of the period.

The Lions built and eight late to try and get the ball “Terri does a great job on
second quarter.

“Our defense was very
points Jead in the first half, back in their hands and defense and rebounding the lackluster in the second quar-
but managed just four points Schoolcraft pulled away a bit. basketball fairly well for us, ter,” said Wilkes. “At one

Jennifer Kent led Maple and does a lot of things,” point we had the lead up to
Eagles took over the ball Valley on the night with 17 Wilkes said.
in the third quarter as the

15, but we just quit doing the 
Schoolcraft got 17 points little things.” 

“The other girls found from Amanda Kotecki, and 
intensity of where we need it (Kent) for open looks,” 12 from Brooke Gifford. 
to be, and our offense runs off Wilkes said. “I think we

game.
“Our defense was not at the

points.
The little things like box­

ing out, outletting the basket- 
The Lions were coming off ball, and moving the ball

our defense,” said Maple moved the ball fairly well. their first league win after around on offense which the 
Valley head coach Landon We’ve still got to work on it topping Kalamazoo Christian Lions had been doing well

Reporting History 
for the Future in 6 Barry County 

Area Newspapers

• Lakewood News • Maple Valley News
• Middleville-Caledonia Sun & News

• Reminder • Hastings Banner

early on were pushed a side a 
little bit by the thought that 
they had control of the game.

The Lions still had a 25-21 
lead at the break, and never 
gave that up in the second 
half.

“We came out and had a 
lead and we kept it,” Wilkes 
said. It wasn’t real pretty, but 
we kept it.”

Hurosky led the Lions with 
16 points on the night, and 
Mikaela Bromley chipped in 
seven and Kent six along with 
13 rebounds.

Emily Corning paced the 
Comets with 16 points and 
Kayleigh Vankeulen added 
11.

The Lions head to 
Pennfield Tuesday to make 
up the game that was post­
poned due to the snow last 
week.

Lions

a total of

including the second best 
round two score of the day a 
195.6656.

Rounding out the varsity 
scoring, Delton Kellogg fin­
ished with 
558.9740.

Hastings won the junior 
varsity championship with a 
score of 558.9740, and the 
evening’s middle school title 
went to Thornapple 
Kellogg’s Orange squad 
with a tally of 110.880.

to

Ten from club 
earn medals 
at Waverly

David
Chandler

The Maple Valley Youth 
Wrestling Club sent 15 
wrestlers to the Lansing 
Waverly Tournament last 
Sunday, and ten of them 
earned medals.

Jesse Brumm, 
Hosack-Frizzel,
Murton, and Holden Creller 
all won their weight classes.

Second place finishers 
were Christian (Buck) 
Schrader, Austin Zank, and 
Dillon Terpening. Bryce 
Bignall was third, while Lane 
Morris and Sam Bonney both 
placed fourth.

Christian

Maple Valley boys 
drop first two in KVA

Points have not been easy ished the night with nine 
for the Maple Valley varsity points and seven rebounds.

The Eagles improved to 4- 
come by in their first two 0 on the year with the win.
Kalamazoo Valley
Association contests of the season Tuesday night, falling 
season. at Kalamazoo Christian 58-

The Lions fell to 0-2 in the 33.
league as they were downed

boys’ basketball team to

The Lions opened their

and never looked back,

The Comets only led 14-1.1 
at Schoolcraft Friday night after one quarter, but then 
69-19. held the Lions to just four

The Eagles went on a 10-2 points the rest of the half as 
run late in the first quarter they built a 28-15 lead.

Burd and Tobias had six
outscoring the lions 28-11 in points each for the Lions, 
the second quarter to take a while Cody Leinhart and 
44-13 lead into the break.

Josh Burd led the Lions 
with five points, and Austin 11 points from Jorden 
Tobias, Garrett Reid, and DeHaan and ten from Tyler 
Ross Smith chipped in four DeKoekkoek.
each. . The Lions return to action

Kody Chandler paced on Tuesday night as they 
Schoolcraft with 13 points travel to Pennfield to make up 
and four steals. Tyler Dow the contest that was post- 
and Luke Ryskamp added 11 poned last Friday night. 
points. Derek Lennen fin-

Smith added five apiece.
Kalamazoo Christian got 

points from

Hansbarger
Heating 8 flir Conditioning
Featuring Ruud Gas Furnaces and
Rir Conditioners
Full Line of Indoor Rir Quality Products
FREE Estimates
Licensed 8 Insured RUUD

Uermontuille • Cole Hansbarger, Owner

517-490-1287
06702179
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OPEN CHRISTMASDAY
OPEN. 7 DAYS A WEEK - HOURS

NASHVILLE EXPRESS 517-852-0868
You’re In, You^e Out
YOU re H me
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Grocery Store Pricing With Party Store Convenience!

□CrAlLI CC SUN.
DEC. 20

MON.
DEC. 21

TUE.
DEC. 22

WED.
DEC. 23

THUR.
DEC. 24

FRl.
DEC. 25

SAT.
DEC. 26 I

MEAT DAIRY
IGA Boneless

Half 
Hams

■ 4-6 Lb. Avg./Per Lb.

10 oz.
hrimp
Ring

Country Fresh - Squares Country Fresh - Half Gal.
Ice Cream Holly Nog 

$Q99 $£69

Boneless, Skinless
Chicken
Breast 26-30 Ct. 2 Lb. Bag 

Easy Peel 
Shrimp

Ring

Kings
Hawaiian 
Rolls Bread Buns 

$2^9 $2" $269

IGA ITEMS
10 Lb; Granulated
Suga
2 Lb. Powder or Brown
Sugars___
20 oz. Canned
Pineapple

Hour

A1199 

?A112ZA8 
Sflf9lrq4 

‘1“

IGA
TUrkey
89*

$Q99
8 oz. Imitation

Crab Legs
& Flakes 
2/$400

FRESH PRODUCE
10 Lbs. Michigan White 

Potatoes 
$£39

1 Lb.
Baby Carrots

a 1a

GROCERY
Mil Whi Miracle Whip s328 cooTwhlpin9

1075 oz. Cream of Chicken or
Cream of MushroomCampbell Soups 99c LS.zt- ove -Top —StuffinLz

33 - 34.5 oz. . s-joo 8 oz. Kraft
Maxwell House Coffee ™ Cheese Chunk
33 - 34.5 oz. 8 oz. Kraft

12-16OZ.
Mueller Pasta

Hb. Crystal FarmsHb. Crystal Farms
s5 Butter Quarters

16-24oz.
Vlasic Pickles

8 oz. Crystal Farms8oz. rystalFarms
z/s5 Cream Cheese

LET SUBWAY CATER YOUR PARTIES!
Mfe have 3' or 6' subs 

Party and Cookie Platters
Call'for prices and to place orders
517-852-9949

SUBWAY
WILL BE OPEN

„...IISTMAS 9AM-10PM 
For your convenience

Pascal
Celery

A

8 Lbs.
Navel Oranges

S 9m

BEER
s

911 2 A

o/S4A

?/’s4-

55

Mon.-Ttiur. 6AM-10PM; FrtySat. 6AM-Mldnlght

We reserve the right to limited quantities and correct printing errors. None sold to dealers or minors. Some items not always as pictured.
Sun. 9AM-10PM

30-Pk. +Dep.&Tax

Natural Light•15*
15-Pk. +Dep.&Tax

Bud Family &
Miller Lite

$1O"
Nashville IGA Express Accepts :

h&d
Bridge Cards > IV/C


