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Early leave buyout offered to district employees
District works to overcome $1 million projected deficit for next year

Kim

by Amy Jo Parish
Staff Writer

After a unanimous vote 
by the Maple Valley 
Schools Board of Education 
Monday evening, staff and 
faculty are being offered an 
early leave incentive pro­
gram. Employees taking 
advantage of the plan will 
receive 75 percent of their 
wages spread over a four- 
year time period.

Superintendent
Kramer said the percentage 
plan, rather than a lump 
sum, allows those teachers 
who have gone above and 
beyond by serving on com­
mittees, coached a sport or 
led an extracurricular pro­
gram to include those extra 
payments in the payoff 
amount.

“Those types of extra 
things are part of their earn­
ings, so what we tried to do 
is create a plan that would 

recognize that. What we did 
is we came out with a plan 
that would say we will pay, 
over the course of the next 
four years, 75 percent of 
whatever they were earn­
ing,” said Kramer. The 
deadline for employees to 
take advantage of the plan is 
April 30.

Kramer also said the plan 
is only available to those 
teachers who have reached 
the top of the pay scale.

“This will save the most 
money for the district when 
that senior teacher is 
replaced by an educator at 
the low end of the pay 
scale,” he said.

During their 10th year, 
teachers are at the Top of the 
scale. Support staff wishing 
to take the buyout must 
have worked for the district 
at least 11 years.

The Michigan Education 
Association has been dis-

cussing a retirement incen­
tive plan for several weeks, 
and Kramer said the dis­
trict’s program would 
become null and void if the 

a programstate offers 
before June 30.

The program is one way 
the district is hoping to 
close up a projected deficit 
of more than $700,000 for 
next year.

‘If we were to have six teach­
ers leave us and we were to not 
replace them because of cost­
cutting measures or because of 
the decline in enrollment... with 
this plan in place, we would still 
realize $438,385 in savings. 
And you’ll see in a later presen­
tation, we’re going to need 
every penny we can get in order 
to try and balance the budget,” 
Kramer told the board.

If no teachers were to 
take the buyout, Kramer 
said the staff will have to be 
reduced by five or six teach­

schbol

ers next year. Both Fuller 
Street and Maplewood ele­
mentary schools would lose 
one position while the jun- 
ior/senior high 
would lose three.

“The high school is down 
53 students so it will have to 
have three less teachers,” 
said Kramer. “One will be 
easily absorbed at the junior 
high because of the class! 
numbers that are shifting 
from sixth grade to seventh 
grade. The other two will 
come from smaller sections 
in the courses that we offer 
at the high school.

“It’s going to hurt people; 
it’s not going to be fun. 
We’re going to end up 
offering less electives for 
our kids at the high school 
(that’s) where it’s going to 
hurt the most. Yet, philo­
sophically and educational­
ly, we are going to be hurt­
ing at the early elementary 

grades because we’ve got 
class sizes that are running 
much higher than what I 
would like to see or what I 
think the staff likes to see.”

The winter student count 
for the district totaled 1,464, 
down 10 students from the 
fall count. This number is 
also down 96 students from 
the February 2008 count.

“Darryl (Syldoski, business 
manager) and I have to make a 
decision on next year’s budget 
in terms of, what number do we 
use? What do we predict? As 
you’ve heard us talk about this 
before, that is like throwing a 
dart at a dartboard. There is no 
way to know exactly how many 
students we are going to have,” 
said Kramer.

The superintendent said 
he researched the past seven 
years of enrollment figures 
and found that the district is 
averaging a ' 36-student 
swing each year. Currently, 
there are 23 fewer kinder­
garten students, compared 
to students in the senior 

a

class. Adding the numbers 
together, Kramer is predict­
ing a loss of 59 students for 
next year.

Kramer also detailed to 
the board a projected deficit 
of nearly $1 million for the 
next school year. The dis­
trict is currently $233,000 in 
the red. That amount, 
totaled with the student loss 
figure of $541,384 and 
added with the increasing 
costs of utilities and insur­
ance, brings the ,total to 
$973,408.

Kramer, as the only 
appointed official on the 
board, expressed support of 
an upcoming millage by the 
Eaton Intermediate School 
District. Maple Valley cur­
rently provides some of the 
funding for the special edu­
cation program from its 
general fund. If the millage 
passes, Kramer said the dis­
trict would receive about 
$281,000 each year, which 

BUYOUT, continued on page 6

Nashville council continues talks to turn zoning over to county
gby Amy Jo Parish 

Staff Writer
The Nashville Village 

Council voted Thursday 
night to move forward with 
discussions on Barry County 
taking over zoning for the 
village.

Though several council 
members expressed a hesi­
tancy to sign the zoning 
responsibilities over to the 
county, they did endorse the 
proposal to look into the 
costs and issues of doing so.

Council President Frank 
Dunham said there were a 
couple of reasons for looking 
into the possibility.

“We’re looking at the eco-

nomics and keeping the same 
policies. We’re looking to be 
more consistent,” said 
Dunham.

Audience members voiced 
both opposition and support 
of moving the zoning to the 
county level.

“I serve on both the 
Nashville and the county 
zoning boards, and one of 
the big advantages the coun­
ty has is that they have a 
budget and full professional 
staff,” said Mike Callton. “If 
there’s an enforcement issue, 
they already have a prosecu­
tor. I know you got into an 
issue a few years ago that 
cost tens of thousands of dol-

consistent,”

lars and you would no longer 
have that problem...”

Others in attendance 
expressed displeasure 
toward the proposed change.

“At the planning and zon­
ing meetings, we’re pretty 
much divided,” said Ron 
Ohler, a member of the zon­
ing board. “I think you would 
lose the local flavor and 
understanding, and you’re a 
little more likely to question 
the actions of the (local) zon­
ing administrator versus 
dealing with the county 
administrator. Financially, I 
can’t tell you it’s a bad idea. 
It would just mean a loss of 
local control.”

in

Council and audience village or city to have its 
members also discussed the 
lack of interest from the 
community to serve on the 
planning and zoning boards.

“Everyone in the room 
knows I’m a big local-con­
trol guy,” said Trustee Mike 
Kenyon. “I think it’s worth 
looking into. I cannot recall a 
time that I ever saw a full 
ZBA (zoning board of 
appeals).”

Jim McManus, Barry 
County planning and zoning 
director, was on hand to 
answer questions during the 
public hearing and said if the 
council pursues the change, 
Nashville would be-the first

zoning controlled at the 
county level. The county 
currently handles the zoning 
for 11 of its 16 townships.

Later in the meeting, the 
council voted to continue dis­
cussion with the county and 
gather more information 
before making a vote on the 
issue. McManus said the next 
step is to work on developing 
an intergovernmental agree­
ment between the two enti­
ties.

“I would do it (start devel­
oping the agreement) no 
matter what you are think­
ing,” said McManus. “It 
doesn’t hurt, but would I

would get that started 
because the process is going 
to require attorneys and a lot 
of work to be done.”

There is no cost associated 
with these first steps of 
developing the agreement, 
however, McManus said the 

tag for creating 
ordinances 
less

get

total than

price
Nashville’s 
would 
$10,000.

At their meeting, the vil­
lage council also:

• Voted to allow the cur­
rent free-standing wood­
burning ordinance to be sent

ZONING, continued page 4

Local brothers recognized by American Angus Association
Justin and Dylan Kennedy 

of Nashville have each 
earned the National Junior 
Angus Association’s
(NJAA) Bronze and Silver 
Awards, according to Robin 
Ruff, junior activities direc­
tor of the American Angus 
Association in Saint Joseph, 
Mo.

Justin, 17, is a senior at 
Maple Valley High School,

Dylan

in

Justin and Dylan Kennedy of Nashville were both 
recently ‘recognized with special awards from the 
American Angus Association.

Twelve-year-old 
attends Maple Valley Junior 
High School. They are the 
sons of Jeff and Heather 
Kennedy.

Justin is a member of the 
Michigan Junior Angus 
Association, where he is the 
current president. He has 
attended the Leadersthe

Engaged in Angus 
Development conference. At 
the National Junior Angus 
Show (NJAS), Justin has 
participated in the NJAA 
team fitting and team sales 
contests as well as the All­
American Certified Angus 
Beef Cook-off. He has 
shown his cattle at local, 
state and national shows. 
Justin submits weights on his 
calves to Angus Herd 
Improvement Records 
(AHIR), and he has con­
signed cattle to the Michigan 
Angus Association fall sale. 
Justin has been a member of 
the NJAA since 2005.

Dylan has been building 
his herd of Angus for the 
past five years and submits

weights to AHIR, as well. In 
2006, he joined the NJAA. 
Dylan is a member of the 
Michigan Junior Angus

Association, where he serves 
as a director. He has shown

BROTHERS, continued on page 5

In This Issue,

to Angus

• ‘West Side Story’ ends today
• Local students recognized by 
Optimist Club
• Fire up with reading at Putnam 
Library
• Board of review answers tax ques­
tions
• Aggies edge past the Lions
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Reading monthcontinues at Fuller Elementary

Emily Mater and her son Jared Mater dress as Harry 
Potter from the series.

After 35 Years of Practicing 
Family Medicine,

Dr. David M. Woodliff,
located at 1005 West Green Street, Suite 303, Hastings

WILD BE CLOSING 
HIS OFFICE

Effective May 1, 2009.
Dr. Thomas M. Hoffman will continue to practice at this loca­
tion. Your medical records will automatically remain with Dr. 
Hoffman unless I receive written authorization from you to 
transfer them to another physician. If you have further ques­
tions, please call 269-945-3401 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 77532753

SS

a,

^Diana’s cP$ace
The Place to Go for Professional Styling

MEN, WOMEN & CHILDREN
HAIR STYLING & NAILS

Open Tuesday — Friday
S.E. Comer of M-66 & Thornapple Lake Rd.

1-517-852^9481

Cindy Baker's second graders dress as their favorite storybook characters.

Megan Walker dresses 
as her favorite character, 
Frog, from Frog and Toad 
are Friends.

Students and staff at Fuller Street Elementary dress 
as their favorite storybook characters Wednesday to 
help celebrate March is Reading Month. Emily Mater, 
Putnam Library librarian, dressed as a dragon, reads

Issac Christopher and Carson Hasselback dress as her favorite book, How Many Dragons are Behind the 
Henry and Mudge from the series of books written by Door, to Cindy Baker's second graders.
Cynthia Rylant.

Sweet Anointing to perform at Kalamo UMC
The Kalamo United

Methodist Church will wel-
"Sweet Anointing" to

Kalamo

come
perform on Saturday, March
21, at 6 p.m. at its next

Saturday Night Special wor­
ship service.

Sweet Anointing is a trio 
of women who sing a variety 
of Christian music. The

women say they love sharing 
their God-given talents 
spreading His message of 
love and acceptance.

Everyone is invited to join

God-given
this experience. For more 
information, call 517-652­
1580 or visit the Web site 
www.kalamochurch.org.

LOCAL CHURCH SCHEDULE
ABUNDANT GRACE WORLD

OUTREACH CENTER
Come as you are 

but don't leave the same. 
Meet at Kalamo Twp. Hall

8960 Spore Aye.
Vermontville, Ml 4'9096

Morning Service............. 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service:
(Every 1st & 3rd Sunday) .. .6 p.m.

REV. DAWN GOODMAN 
Contact numbers: (517) 852-0896 
or (517) 852-9606, leave message

ABUNDANT LIFE 
FELLOWSHIP 
MINISTRIES

A Spirit-filled Church
Meeting at the Maple Leaf Grange 

Hwy. M-66 south of Assyria Rd.
Nashville, Ml 49073

Sun. Praise & Worship 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m. Jesus Club 
for boys & girls ages 4-12. Pastors 
David & Rose MacDonald. An oasis of 
God's love. “Where Everyone is 
Someone Special." For information call 
1-616-731-5194 or 1-517-852-1806.

ASSEMBLY OF 
GOD CHURCH

803 Reed St., Nashville 
Sunday School......................10 a.m.
Sunday:
A.M. Worship .........................11 a.m.
Evening Worship.......................6 p.m.
Wednesday Evening:
Prayer Meeting........

PASTOR GLENN BRANHAM

....................7

BASELINE
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH
9617 E. Baseline Rd.

Comer of Baseline & Church Roads 
(2 miles east of M-66 on Baseline) 

Church Service.........................9 a.m.
Sunday School................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Provided)
Youth Groups, Bible Study 
and many other activities.

Phone (616) 963-7710
MINISTER: VIRGINIA HELLER

CHURCH OF
THE NAZARENE 

301 Fuller St , Nashville 
Sunday School  9:45 a.m.

Sunday:
A.M. Worship ..........
P.M. Worship ............

Wednesday Evening:
Worship ....................................7 p.m.

REV. ALAN METTLER

...11 a.m.
..........6 p.m.

CHESTER 
GOSPEL CHURCH 

3744 W. Vermontville Hwy. 
Sunday School  9:45 a.m. 
Morning Worship   ..11 a.m.

Evening Worship  6 p.m. 
Wednesday Family 

Night Service ......

PASTOR
. MARC S. LIVINGSTON 

Phone: 543-5488

6:45 p.m.

FIRST
CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH
OF VERMONTVILLE

110 S. Main St.,
Vermontville, Ml 49096 

(517) 726-9258
PASTOR: ISRAEL (IZZY) YOUNG

Wed. 5:30 p.m...................Family Supper
6:00-7:15 Pioneer Club 
Sun: 9:00 ........................ Sunday School
10: 00..............................Church Service
11: 00......................................Fellowship

.9 & 10:30 a.m.

GRACE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
8950 East M-79 Highway, Nashville 

Morning Celebration
Contemporary Service,

Relevant Practical Teaching, Nursery, 
Children’s Classes,

Youth Group, Adult Small Groups, 
Leadership Training 

PASTOR: DON ROSCOE
Phone: (517) 852-1783 
e-mail: grace@gc3.org

GRESHAM UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
5505 North Mulliken Road, Charlotte 
one mile north of Vermontville Hwy.

PASTOR KATHY SMITH 
517-726-0526

Sunday Morning Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Children's Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Adult Sunday School 10:50 a.m. 
Weekly Bible Studies

United Methodist Women: 3rd Thursday

9:00 & 10:30 a.m.

KALAMO UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Worship Sendees
Sunday School for All Ages .. .10:30 am.

PASTOR BRYCE FEIGHNER 
517-541-1144

MAPLE GROVE
BIBLE CHURCH 

8593 Cloverdale Road 
(1/2 mile East of M-66,
5 ml. south of Nashville)

Sunday School................................. 10
A.M. Service................................11:15
P.M. Service........................................6

PASTOR GEORGE GAY

NASHVILLE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

304 Phillips St, Nashville
Sunday School 9:45
A.M. Service 11 a
P.M. Service  7 p.m.
Wed. Service   7 p.m.

PASTOR LESTER DeGROOT
PASTOR DEANO LAMPHERE

PASTOR MATT ROHDE

NASHVILLE
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH
Located on the comer of

State and Washington streets

Worship Service .. ..........9:30 a.m.
Sunday School ..................11:15 a.m.

PASTOR CATHY CHRISTMAN
At Home: 852-0685

Church Phone: 852-2043

PEACE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

OF BARRYVILLE
6043 E. M-79 Highway, 4 miles west of 
Nashville (cor. M-79 & Barryville Rd.)

Sunday Worship....................8:30 a.m

Other: Prayer Walk, U.M. Women, 
Bible Study, Mission Projects & more.

PASTOR SUSAN OLSEN 
Phone 517-852-1993

IGNITING MINISTRY
Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors

QUIMBY
.UNITED METHODIST
.. CHURCH

M-79 West

Sunday School
Worship.................................11 am:

PASTOR KENNETH VAUGHT 
(616) 945-9392

0 a.m.

.ST. ANDREW &
MATTHIAS 

INDEPENDENT
ANGLICAN CHURCH 

2415 McCann Road

Sunday Services:

.........  ..9:15 a.m. Morning Prayer 
..........11:00 a.m. Holy Communion

For more information call: 
795-2370 or

Rt Rev. David Hustwick 948-9327

Traditional 1928 Book of 
Common Prayer used 

for all services.

RT. REV. DAVID HUSTWICK

SOUTH KALAMO
CHURCH

Comer of kalamo Highway
, & Ionia Rd.

Sunday A.M. Worship .. .10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship.......................6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening at 6 p.m.: 
PASTOR JEFF SWIFT

(517) 852-915.4

ST. CYRIL’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

203 N. State, Nashville

Sunday Mass.......................9:45 a.m.
FATHER AL RUSSELL

A mission of $t. Rose Catholic 
Church, Hastings

VERMONTVILLE 
BIBLE CHURCH

250 N. Main St., Vermontville 
Sunday School................9:45 a.m.
Worship Service ....................11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service ....... 6 p.m.
Wed. Everting Service . . .6:30 p.m. 
AWANA.................6:30-8 p.m. Wed.

PASTOR DANIEL E. SMITH

VERMONTVILLE
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH
108 North Main, Vermontville

PASTOR KATHY SMITH 
517-726-0526

Adult and Youth Sunday School: 930 am.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.

Weekly Bible Studies
United Methodist Women: 2nd Tuesday

http://www.kalamochurch.org
mailto:grace@gc3.org
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program at

Eldred of

Many Michigan horse 
owners call county 
Extension offices each year 
worried that there may be 
toxic plants present in their

rently taking at Olivet 
College. For ideas, she

horse pastures or hay. 
Although numerous plants 
can create problems to horse 
health, the reality is that poi­
sonings from toxic plants are

the science
Maple Valley High School.

Eldred needed a project to 
complete for an environmen­
tal science class she is cur-

Just Say “As Advertised in the Maple Valley News" Saturday, March 14,2009 — Page 3

Extension offers new bulletin series for horse owners
not that common, under most 
circumstances.

In addition to toxic plants, 
horse owners also have ques­
tions about establishing and

maintaining pastures and 
hayfields, problems associat­
ed with feed additives for 
other livestock species, and 
moldy feed.

MV graduate writes grant for science program
by Amy Jo Parish 

Staff Writer
Emily

Vermontville doubled her 
rewards recently when she 
was able to earn full credit 
on a project and also help out

Emily Eldred and Aaron Saari show off the 500-gallon 
fish tank that was purchased with funds from a grant 
written by Eldred for a project in one of her classes at 
Olivet College.

turned to Aaron Saari, one of 
her teachers from Maple 
Valley High School. Saari 
teaches a variety of science 
courses and also leads the 
FFA program at the school.

Ultimately Eldred, a fresh­
man at Olivet, decided to 
apply for a grant that would 
help purchase a fish tank and 
supplies for the school to 
use.

“I think it’s something the 
students can learn from, and 
it’s a lot different than any­
thing else they’ve got,” said 
Eldred.

The school was awarded a 
$2,000 grant from the 
Michigan FFA Foundation to 
purchase equipment for use 
in the science department. A 
fish tank and supplies were 
purchased with the grant 
money and about $700 from 
the agri-science department 
budget.

The 500-gallon tank will

Songs, skits planned for 
Maple Valley band bust

Maple Valley High School 
Band will host its annual 
‘band bust’ Friday, March 
20, and Saturday, March 21, 
at 7 p.m. The students per­
form the band bust as a way 
to unwind after its concert 
season. Not only is this a 
production used to let loose

and have fun, it serves as a 
fundraiser for the band pro­
gram. Funds from the event 
will be used to help fund the 
band’s trip to Chicago in 
May.

The name of this year’s 
program is, “Whe are who? 
What? Oh . . . welcome to

the freak show!” Some of the 
skits that will be performed 
include Napoleon Dynamite, 
Banana Salute, and Cops and 
Robbers. The jazz band will 
also perform a few songs.

Tickets are $5 for all ages.

‘West Side Story’ ends today

Lakewood and Maple Valley High School’s have joined together and will present 
‘West Side Story’. The tale places Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet into the 20th cen­
tury. Above, the cast and crew pause for a photo before Thursday night’s perform­
ance. The show will conclude today with a 3 p.m. matinee and 7 p.m. show. The roles 
of Tony, Maria, Anita and Anybodys have been double cast, with alternating per­
formances. All shows will be at the Maple Valley High School Auditorium. For reser­
vations, call Amanda Wells at 616-902-4193.

Hansbarge
Heating & Air Conditioning

Vermontville, MlLICENSED
INSURED COLE HAIXISBARGER Owner

Featuring Ruud Gas Furnaces and Air Conditioners.
Full Line of Indoor Air Quality Products • FREE Estimates

RUUD

be used to raise fish for dis­
section in the biology class­
es, water quality tests in the 
physical science courses and 
also lessons in the natural 
resources classes, making 
the tank a good investment 
for the students, said Saari.

“I think it’ll give the kids a 
different aspect of agricul­
ture and natural resources 
they have not been exposed 
to,” commented Saari. “If at 
least one kid is interested in 
working for the DNR or in 
the natural resources field, 
it’ll be worth it.”

Currently, the tank is 
being stored in the FFA 
building next to the school 
until a home can be found 
inside the building. Saari 
said Eldred’s project has 
helped more than just her 
grade and will be a learning 
tool students will enjoy for 
years to come.

“That was amazing, to 
have her complete the grant,” 
said Saari. “I’ve done other 
grants, but that was great, 
especially to have a student 
who is interested in environ­
mental science do the proj­
ect.”

To address concerns about 
toxic plants the MSU 
Extension equine area of 
expertise (AoE) team devel­
oped a series of four bul­
letins. These bulletins 
describe the most common 
toxins to horses that are 
found in hay, grain, pastures, 
landscaping and various 
trees. The bulletins include 
full-color photos to make 
identification easy.

To assist with the area of 
pasture and hayfield estab­
lishment and maintenance, 
the equine AoE team worked 
with the MSU Extension for­
age AoE team to update an 
older publication titled Hay 
and Pasture for Michigan 
Horses. This publication will 
help horse owners make 
decisions about which plant 
species to use in various soil 
types, pest management, 
maintenance techniques, and 
renovating existing pastures.

Finally, for those horse

These

Correction
An article last week con­

cerning Vermontville 
Township’s ambulance serv­
ice and contracts stated that 
the township’s basic life sup­
port ambulance is unable to 
transport patients with life­
threatening injuries. The BLS 
ambulance is able to trans­
port those patients but cannot 
administer IVs or medication 
to patients; only advanced 
life support ambulances may 
do so.

Can 945.9554
for Maple

Valley News 
classified ads

Jack & Judy s

Country
Kettle
Cafe

Nashville’s Friendly Family 
Restaurant with Family Prices!

113 N. Main, Nashville 
517-852-9700

Hours: Open 7 Days 6AM-8PM

owners who have pastures 
near lakes, streams, or wet­
lands; MSU Extension staff 
teamed up with the Michigan 
departments of agriculture 
and environmental quality, 
and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to develop a bul­
letin to address housing live­
stock in these sensitive areas. 
This publication addresses 
acceptable practices for fenc­
ing and watering livestock 
while protecting the water 
quality at the same time.

These bulletins are all 
available on the Internet 
through the MSUE bulletin 
system at http://web2.msue. 
msu.edu/bulletins/. They can 
be ordered through this site 
or they can be downloaded or 
printed at
Bulletins also can 
obtained by calling the Eaton 
County Extension office at 
517-543-2310 or 517-485­
3417 ext. 2310.

no charge. 
also can be

Tue., March 17*
/Corned Beef/1

& Cabbage)I

Our BURGERS 
Are ALL 1/3 lb!

Make your plans now %
to nave Easter Dinner 

with us April 12th

is

89th Annual 
Vermontville 
Fireman’s 

Dance
March 28th

Dinner 7:00pm • Entertainment 8:00pm
Tickets: $10 per person

Roadrunner’s Bar
Main St. Vermontville

50/50 Raffle • Silent Auction • Raffle Prizes

Hair • Nails * Tanning
Call Us Be Envied

TEN! KNOLL, SYTYUSTENAA TECH; JANNA MIEN A STYLIST;

arch TanningMarc
Special

1 Month Unlimited OR
15 Anytime visits

207 N. Main Street • Nashville» 517-852-0313
Hours: Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 9-7 • Fri. 9-6 • Sat. 9-3 • For your convenience, please use back entrance.

$4E

Spring Break and Prom is 

just around the corner.

Start Your Tan Today!

sexy hair

http://web2.msue
msu.edu/bulletins/
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ZONING, continued from page 1
back to the policy and ordi­
nance committee for possi­
ble revisions. Trustee Mary 
Coll introduced the topic and 
said restrictions in the ordi­
nance create a difficult situa­
tion for residents.

“For anybody to have a 
wood-burner, this ordinance 
makes it almost impossible. I 
would like to send it back to 
policy and ordinance to have 
it re-done,” said Coll.

A lengthy conversation 
with a local resident caused 
Coll to take a second look at 
the ordinance and its restric­
tions.

“I was dead-set against 
these, and I fought against 
having these,” said Coll. “I 
just want to sit down and

Hearty Menu 
Monday, March 16

Chicken w/Ziti, Brussels sprouts, apple crisp, wheat bread.
Tuesday, March 17

Corned beef and cabbage, carrots, potatoes, pears in green 
jello.

Wednesday, March 18
BBQ chicken leg qtr., country potatoes, buttered carrots, 

tropical fruit, biscuit.
Thursday, March 19

Meatloaf and gravy, garlic mashed potatoes, green beans, 
spiced apples, dinner roll.

Friday, March 20
Vegetarian pizza casserole, Italian blend vegetables, 

banana, garlic bread.

Cold Menu
Monday, March 16

Chicken pasta salad, Spanish bean salad, pineapple and 
mandarin oranges, saltine crackers.

Tuesday, March 17
Calif. Reuben spread, garbanzo bean salad, plums, rye 

bread.
Wednesday, March 18

Hard boiled eggs, sweet and sour carrots, diced pears, jello, 
wheat bread.

Thursday, March 19
Chef salad, black bean and tomato salad, mandarin oranges, 

apple spice muffin.
Friday, March 20

Tuna pasta salad, Spanish bean salad, tropical fruit, whole 
wheat crackers.

me,

take this apart to make it a 
little more better because, to 

this doesn’t make 
sense.”

• Heard a report from 
Scott Decker of the depart­
ment of public works regard­
ing a water system reliability 
study that the village must 
undergo. The test is required 
every five years. The last 
time Nashville completed 
the test was in 1999. Though 
the village has not been 
penalized for the overdue 
test, Decker stressed the 
importance of completing 
the work in the near future. 
The test evaluates the water 
system’s supply, storage and 
distribution and would cost 
approximately $7,300 to 

complete.
• Decker also reported the 

possibility- or replacing the 
1989 Chevrolet one-ton 
dump truck currently used in 
the village. The vehicle 
would be put up for bids 
which will be presented at 
the next meeting.

• Heard a report for 
Nashville Police Department 
Chief Jerry Schray. The 
department issued 16 cita­
tions during February, along 
with 20 violations, and 14

Eaton Conservation District awarded Arbor Day mini-grant

is
The Eaton. Conservation 

District is pleased to 
announce a new partnership 
with the Delta Township 
District Library. The district 
will be contributing natural 
resources books for adults 
and kids to expand the 
library collection.

The conservation district 
was awarded an Arbor Day 
mini-grant by the U.S .Forest 
Service, State and Private 
Forestry and Michigan 
DNR's Urban and 
Community Forestry pro­
grams to work with the Delta 
Township District library on 
outreach. The district will 
also be creating an environ­
mental stewardship display 

Local students recognized by Optimist Club

arrests during the month. 
The department saw a 
decrease in complaints com­
pared to the February of 
2008. This year, there were 
81 complaints, down from 
115 last year. Schray also 
reported that the department 
received four chemical 
masks, a. case of filters and 
four safety vests through a 
grant awarded to Emergency 
Management of Barry 
County.

• Trustees 

of

Sandra

Delta Township

with funding from the Grand 
Ledge Meijer to encourage 
kids to get outside and con­
nect with the environment. 
The display will be up in the 
library during the month of 
April.

The
Library is in the process of 
becoming LEED certified 
which makes them an ideal 
partner for the conservation 
district to work with. The 
LEED certification is part of 
a program from the US 
Green Building Council rat­
ing system to recognize 
Leaders in Energy and 
Environmental Design. It is a 
nationally recognized sym­
bol demonstrating that a 

Lundquist and Jack Holden 
reported on a dam committee 
meeting they attended. 
Holden said the dam possi­
bly could be removed in 
October with the draw-down 
of water starting in April. 
Currently, the project has 
been awarded $275,000 in 
grants, with the possibility of 
$125,000 being awarded in 
the future.

There will be a special 
meeting of the Downtown 
Development Authority

building is environmentally 
responsible, profitable and a 
healthy place to live and 
work. Part of the libraries 
mission in being a green 
building is to educate and 
provide resources to the 
community about eco-friend­
ly living.

The mission of the Eaton 
Conservation District is to 
promote and encourage 
cooperation with other indi­
viduals, groups, organiza­
tions, or agencies in an 
organized effort to conserve 
and improve the natural 
resources in Eaton County. 
Stop by the Delta Township 
District Library in April to 
check out a book on trees, 

Wednesday, March 18, at 
Castleton Township Hall. 
The next regular meeting of 
the Nashville council will be 
Thursday, March 26, at 7 
p.m. in die village hall.

plants or wildlife. Learn 
about ways your family and 
friends can enjoy the out­
doors. Plant a tree, take a 
nature walk, go bird watch­
ing or learn about local flora 
and fauna. To learn more, 
visit the library or contact the 
district at (517) 543-5848 ext 
5.

Andrea Stay Executive 
Director Eaton Conservation 
District 551 Courthouse Dr, 
St 3 Charlotte, MI 48813 
(517) 543-5848 x 5 (517) 
543-5962 fax www.eaton- 
county.org/departments/EC 
D
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Activities Calendar
Monday, March 16: Hastings - Crafts 10:30 a.m.; Card 

Making 12:30 p.m.; Nashville 5 10:30 a.m.. 
Reminiscence.

Tuesday, March 17: Hastings - St. Pats Fun 10:30 a.m.; 
Line Dancing 9:30 a.m.; No Pickle Ball. GL - 10:30-12:30 
Cards. Wednesday, March 18: Hastings
- Bible Study 12:30 p.m.; Music with Sam; Nails; Euchre 
12:30-2:30 p.m.; Red Hat PJ Party Big Boy 9:30 a.m. Delton

- Reminiscence.
Thursday, March 19: Hastings - Line Dancing 9:30 a.m.; 

Caregiver’s Sup. 3:30 p.m.; Cancer Support 1 p.m. Nashville
- TV Time; Delton - Puzzles, Trivia.

Friday, March 20: Hast-ings - Exercise 9 a.m.; Mixed 
Media Painting, 9:30 a.m.; Bingo 10 a.m.; Model Railroad, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Woodland - Visiting. Nashville - Nashville 5+11 
a.m.; Friendship Feast.

The Charlotte Optimist recognized several local youth during their youth appreciation week recently. The group 
seeks to recognize the accomplishments of youth in the home, school, church and community through special 
recognition.

Maplewood student, Abby Mater (left) was sponsored by Laura Smith and received a special award. Maple 
Valley High School students Joe Benedict (right) and Jeff Burd were also recognized^ Benedict was sponsored by 
Valerie Hynes McCaul and Burd was sponsored by Dawn Yager. A ceremony was held recently to recognize all 
36 students who received an award. Maple Valley Superintendent Kim Kramer was the master of ceremony for the 
event.

Local singer wins youth Karaoke contest
With talent rivaling some dio. 

of American Idol’s top con-
monthly karaoke star is based will compete against eleven

"At first, we were afraid on votes by the youth partici- other finalists.

— NOTICE —
MAPLE GROVE TOWNSHIP
A public hearing on the proposed Maple Grove Township budget for the 
coming fiscal year, April 1, 2009, through March 31,2010, will be held 
in conjunction with the annual meeting at the township hall, 721 
Durkee St., Nashville, on Saturday, March 28, 2009, at 1:30 p.m. The 
property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed 
budget will also be a subject of this meeting. Copies of the proposed 
budget may be obtained at the township hall.

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should 
contact Susie Butler, Clerk, by writing 9752 Evart Rd., Nashville, or by 
phoning 517-852-1859.

A special meeting of the Maple Grove Township Board will be held 
immediately following the annual meeting.

Susie Butler
Maple Grove Township Clerk

testants, Marissa Pierce was that some of our regular per-pants. If you enjoy singing you
- After counting votes, it was .should attend the next youth

night Saturday 
is

the audience favorite at formers would be intimidat-
January’s youth Karaoke ed. However, it seemed to declared that Marissa was the karaokearaoe ng aur ay 
night at the Dyerhart studio in produce an opposite reaction, Dyerhart’s Karaoke star for February 28th. Admission is 

inspiring the contestants. January 2009. She was asked $5 for youth 14 and under. 
grade student at Maple Valley Performers sounded more to get back on the stage to Chaperones may attend for
Bellevue. Marissa, a seventh inspiring the contestants. January 2009. She was asked $5 for youth 14 and under.

was excited to find a new polished as they sang their perform her winning song, $2. pTehoe eDsyerhayrt steudio ois 
local venue for vocal per-standards. Kids broke free "Too Small." The audience located at 100 North Main

is
formances that caters to her from their more comfortable listened with admiration and Sotcreaeet daowntown oBrellevuaen.
age group.

The Dyerhart studio was ly perform solo.
“By the end" of the two- encouraged to continue attend and a complete schedule for 

cult for the judges to narrow it They can find new songs to

first verse of Marissa’s per- formers in preparation for the their standards while seeing

equally excited to have a new

chorus performances to final- roared with applause.
. Previous winners

Call Jani Hart at 269-209- 
are 6313 for more information

vocalist competing for the hour event, it was very diffi- the monthly competitions. 2009.
2009 season.

"It was apparent from the down to the top three per- sing and work on polishing

formance
Underwood’s hit song ‘Too

06688179

of Carrie audience vote,” she added. who they will be invited to 
Jessica from Bellevue and compete with for the "Best of

who they will be invited to

Small’ that our new partici-Kelsie from Olivet were cho-2009" title. All the monthly p
competition," said Jani Hart, January’s top three perform- attend the "Best of 2009 New

-ers. The final selection for the Year’s Eye Party where they

pant was stepping up the sen along with Marissa as winners will be invited to

co-owner of the Dyerhart stu-

http://www.eaton-county.org/departments/EC
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Fire up with reading at Putnam library
The children’s room at 

Putnam District Library in 
Nashville has tamed into a 
dragon’s lair. In partnership 
with Maple Valley elemen­
tary schools, March
Reading Month is being cel­
ebrated with the theme, “Fire

is

Up With Reading”
In addition to dragons and 

Chinese lanterns, there are 
tons of good books to get 
fired- up about, say library 
staff members. In fact, every 
child who checks out 20 
books in the month of March

BROTHERS, continued from page 1 
his cattle at local, state and 
national shows. Ar the.
National Junior Angus Show 
(NJAS), Dylan has partici­
pated in the NJAA quiz 
bowl, team fitting and team 
sales contests, as well as the 
cook-off. In 2008, he con­
signed a cow to the Michigan 
Angus Association fall sale.

The bronue and silver 
awards are the first two lev­
els of the NJAA recognition 
program that began in 1972. 
Junior Angus breeders must 
apply for the awards and then 
meet point requirements in 
many areas of participation 
before receiving the honors. 
Applicants are evaluated in 
areas of junior Angus associ­
ation activities and leader­
ship, participation in show­
manship, contests and shows, 
using performance testing to

improve their herd and their 
progress in producing and 
merchandising Angus cattle.

The NJAA promotes the 
involvement of young people 
in raising Angus cattle, while 
providing leadership and 
development opportunities for 
nearly 7,000 members nation­
wide.

Call anytime far 
Maple Valley News 

classiiiei! ads
269-945-9554or
1-809-876-7085

Olivia Williams, Julia Mater, Travis Mater, Damien
Arnold, Christy Brooke, Justin Heinsen, Allison Dodge, 
Flame the Dragon, Ana Brooke, Esther Brooke, Jared 
Mater, Abigail Mater and John DeVoss participate in the 
Bubble-Blowing Dragon Night at Putnam Library.

BARRY CO. EXTENSION 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

can receive a free ice cream
coupon from Roush’s
Sidewalk Cafe. See the 
library or Roush’s for more
details.

March 16

March 17

March 17

March 17

March 18

March 19
March 20
March 23

March 24

March 26

March 31

April 1

April 2

Poultry Developmental Committee Meeting, 7 
p.m., First United Methodist Church in 
Hastings.
Mandatory Horse Participants and Parents 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m., First Baptist Church in 
Hastings.
Dairy Developmental Committee Meeting, 7 
p.m., Extension Office.
Risk Management Series, Marketing 101 & 
What We Learned Last Year, 7 p.m., 
Clarksville Hort. Station.
4-H Advisory Council Meeting, 7 p.m., Courts 
& Law Building.
Fair Board Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Expo Center. 
Extension Office Closed for Inservice.
Rabbit Cavy Mandatory Meeting, 7 p.m., First 
United Methodist Church in Hastings.
Risk Management Series, Marketing With
Options, 7 p.m., Clarksville Horticulture 
Station
Rabbit Cavy Mandatory Meeting, 7 p.m., First 
United Methodist Church in Hastings.
Risk Management Series, Market Update, 7 
p.m., Clarksville Horticulture Station 
Livestock Developmental Committee Meeting
7:30 p.m., Expo Center.
Fair Board Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Expo Center.

On Tuesday; March 10, a
kids

All That Glitters^
Full Service Floral & Vintage Jewelry
FLOWERS, PLANTS, BALLOONS & GIFTS 

for Weddings, Sympathy, Birthdays, 
Anniversaries and Every Day!We Rent

Tuxes

517-852-9224 • 517-852-1691
06688315____________________________

Delivery Available 
234 N. Main, Nashville

await those who dare to 
attend.

dozen kids attended 
“Bubble-Blowing Dragon 
Night.” This special night­
time story time was held at 
6:30 p.m., and youngsters 
came in their pajamas. They 
had fun acting out a dragon 
hunt and chasing bubbles 
while volunteer Gale

Putnam District Library is 
open Mondays 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Tuesdays 3 to 8 p.m., 
Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Fridays 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 
noon.

Nashville VFW Presents.

Flame grilled on our outside
BBQ Pit. Build your own burger.

Hamburger, Fries, Soft Drink ..........
Hot Dog, Fries, Soft Drink........

FRIDAY, MARCH 20 • 5-7:OOPM
517-852-9260_

. . $5

.. $3

k /'•'ieeasoaa

volunteer 
Chaffee read Cinder, the 
Bubble-Blowing Dragon by 
Jessica Anderson.

The library’s reading 
month festivities will con­
clude With “Is there a Dragon 
at the Library?” Saturday, 
March 28, at 11 a.m. All ele­
mentary students and their 
siblings are invited to partici­
pate. Surprises and prizes

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising in this news­

paper is subject to the Fair Housing Act 
and the Michigan Civil Rights Act which 
collectively make it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimina­
tion based oh race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
age or martial status, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, pregnant 
women and people securing custody of 
children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our read­
ers are hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. To report 
discrimination call the Fair Housing 
Center at 616-451-2980. The HUD toll- 
free telephone number for the hearing, 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

06682644

THE TRAFFIC SCENE‘S
A Name That You Can Trust 

Located at the Intersection of M-43 & M-50 
Driver Education for students 14 years, 8 months or older

Gas'prices have dropped and so has the price of our Seg.l NOW $320

SEGMENT I CLASS SEGMENT II CLASS
April 13-30 March 24-26

Come bring a friend and find out that learning to drive can be fun!

To obtain a registration, call (517) 566-7229
Instructors Phil Smith, Denny Ackerson & Roily Krauss

nave a
Printing ■ QjJf|

Graphics
-[J I[J'

We Have a Colorful Solution

Need?
1351 N. M-43 Hwy.

Box 188
Hastings, MI 49058-0188

Whether your printing needs are complex color brochures or simple black 
and white forms, let J-ad Graphics design, print and deliver quality 
printed materials you'll be proud of. Complete design, printing and 
bindery facilities in-house to handle all of your printing needs no matter 
how large or small. Call one of our Printing Specialists today!

Publishers of 
•Hastings Banner 

•Hastings Reminder
• Sun & News

•Lakewood News 
•Maple Valley News 

•Marshall Chronicle & 
Community Advisor 

•Battle Creek Shopper 
•Lowell Ledger & 

Buyers' Guide

To contact one of our 
Printing Specialists Call: 

Phone (269) 945-9554 
Fax (269) 945-5192
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BUYOUT, continued from page 1
would free up those funds to 
go back into the general 
fund and help fill in the 
deficit. If passed, the mill­
age would mean a $100,000 
home would pay around 
$50 per year.

With the budget in the 
dire shape it is', Kramer 
detailed a positive change in 
the classes at the high 
school that may have -an 
even bigger impact in the 
coming years.

This past year, 23 high 
school students took online 
courses in areas not offered 
at Maple Valley. Digital 
photography, 
placement
French, oceanography and 
bioethics are just a few of 
the courses taken. Of the 23 
students, 16 earned A 
grades, four earned B 
grades, two earned Cs and 
one student failed. Kramer 
said it is a possibility that in 
the next year and a half, a 
grant may come through 
that could expand the dis­
trict’s networking capabili­
ties and allow more students 
to take advantage of online 
courses. «>

The school board will 
also hold a special meeting 
Monday, March 23, at 6:30 
p.m. to take a look at bids 
that have been submitted for 
an energy management plan 
in the district. Link 
Mechanical approached the 
district with a plan that 
would replace one of the 
boilers in the district by cut-

advanced 
chemistry,

ting energy costs. Kramer 
said that under a state plan, 
the district could borrow 
from a local lending source 
and use the money to help 
pay for a boiler replace­
ment. Link Mechanical 
would make the energy 
changes to the district and 
be repaid for its work 
through the energy savings.

“It would, cost about 
$600,00 over the life of the 
program, about 15 years,” 
said Kramer. “They (Link) 
will guarantee that there 
will be enough savings to 
pay for it and if they’re not, 
they will pay the differ­
ence.”

The district has put the 
energy plan out to bid and 
will look at the offers at the 
meeting before deciding 
which company to partner 
with.

“The hope is to try to 
address the aging boilers. 
We are in financially tough 
times, and we cannot carve 
enough out of the general 
fund to replace the 45- to 
50-year-old boilers,” said 
Kramer. “This is not an 
uncommon program, and 
it’s - not unusual. I was 
involved with one maybe 
10 years ago, and it’s noth­
ing new, just a alternative 
way.”

In other business at 
Monday’s meeting, 
board:

• Heard a report from 
Jody Franklin on behalf on 
the Maple'i Valley Little

the

League Softball organiza­
tion. She expressed appreci­
ation for the school district 
allowing the program to use 
the high school fields last 
season and asked about the 
possibility of doing so again 
this year. Kramer said the 
school would work with the 
organization to go over any 
scheduling conflicts that 
may arise.

• Heard a report from 
Maplewood Elementary 
Principal Fred Davenport 
about recent activities at 
that school. On Feb. 15, 12 
girls participated in a math 
and science conference 
where they learned about 
geology, forensics and vet­
erinary science. Sixth grade 
camp funding has come 
through, due to a donation 
from a community member, 
said Davenport. The stu­
dents have also been cele­
brating March is Reading 
Month with a variety of 
activities.

• Received news that the 
district has been awarded a 
grant of $23,800 from the 
Great Start Readiness 
Program. The money must 
be used in early childhood 
programming and must be 
spent this year.

The board will meet 
again on March 23 to 
review the energy manage­
ment plan bids and will hold 
its next regular meeting 
April 20 at 7 p.m, in the 
administration building.

Start

06688336

F3 ENERGY!|g

What Is F3 ENERGY!?
F3 Energy! is a new program offered by
Barry County MSU Extension for youth ages 9—13.

F3 ENERGY! will be a fun, fast moving, hands-on program 
that will provide interactive nutrition education, while 
engaging youth in a gardening project with a business 
twist! Get the "bizz" through hands-on experiences in food 
mysteries, theme gardens field trips, Barry County Fair proj­
ects, marketing produce & more.
Participants will meet at Moo-ville twice a month from 3:30 

to 5:30 p.m. Meetings will start April 15 and run through
September 30th with a Celebration on October 7.
Registration Deadline April 3,2009. Call Barry County MSU 

Extension at
(269) 945-1388 to register.
This program is supported by the Barry Community 

'Foundation and Barry County United Way.

For more information contact
Laura Anderson, RD
MSU Extension Educator
e-mail: ander359@msu.edu
Kathy Pennington
4-H Program Associate
e-mail: pennin25@msu.edu
e-mail: pennin25@msu.edu

MICHIGAN STATE 
UN I V E R S Iif Y 
EXTENSION

206 W. Gouri SI.
Hastings, Ml 49058

Police Road patrols
increased next week

Drivers who follow the 
law by not drinking and driv- 
ing-the weekends before and 
after St Patrick’s Day could' 
be savin’ the green.

Local law enforcement 
agencies will be out in force 
over the next week with an 
“Over the Limit,
Arrest” crackdown. Barry 
County drivers will find 
stepped-up patrols looking 
for drunk drivers beginning 
March 14 through March 21.

A drunk driving convic­
tion is costly, with fines,

Under

legal fees, driver responsibil­
ity fees, court costs and high­
er insurance rates. In many 
cases, the highest price of all 
is a life lost

In Michigan, a motorist 
can be arrested for drunk 
driving with .08 percent 
blood alcohol content or 
higher; Every 39 minutes 
and nearly 40 times a day, 
someone in the United States 
dies in an impaired driving- 
related crash.

“We want people to have a 
good time and be responsi-

ble. By stepping up enforce­
ment during the week of St. 
Patrick’s Day, we can keep 
motorists safe by removing 
drunk drivers from the road­
ways,” said Barry County 
Sheriff Dar Leaf.

The extra enforcement is a 
joint effort between 
Michigan’s Office of 
Highway Safety Planning, 
Barry County Sheriff’s 
Department, the City of 
Hastings, Barry Township 
and Prairieville Township 
police departments.

effort
Office

Alzheimer's support group to meet Thursday
A local Alzheimer’s care­

giver support group will 
meet Thursday, March 19, at 
the Barry County 
Commission on Aging, 320 
W. Woodlawn, Hastings, 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Respite

Barry

care is available on site; call 
ahead 269-948-4856.

The discussion group 
meets on the third Thursday 
of each month, offering sup­
port, education, problem­
solving and guest speakers.

The group is open to all fam­
ily and friends of those suf­
fering from memory loss.

For more information on 
the Alzheimer’s Association, 
call 800-272-3900.

Gardens can reap
other health benefits

There is more to growing 
vegetables and flowers than

POLICE
BEAT

Car search
turns up 
marijuana

many might think. Jeffrey winter, be gentle on the body 
ReStuccio, a leading authori­
ty on gardening and health, gardening. 
and author of Get Fit
Through Gardening, reveals soreness and injury. Bend 

from the knees and raise

when beginning early spring

• Protect the back from

common mistakes made by
even the most experienced straight up using the legs. 
gardeners arid the right ways 
to improve health.

“Gardening by itself is not ability. A smaller garden will 
good for you; it’s only when

• Keep gardening ambi? 
tions in line with time and

be less work. Plan the garden 
you garden using proper to plantbed one in April, bed 

two in May, bed three in 
June, and so on.

• Choose tools that are 
a 

scuffle hoe, which slices the

form and technique that you
reap its benefits,” he said.

Restuccio suggested the
following tips for the health- pulled and pushed, like 
iest gardening:

• Stretch before and after earth as it is pulled. 
weeding, digging, or hoeing • Make certain tools are of

Barry County Sheriff in the garden. Warm up for adequate length to avoid
Deputies responding to a sin- 

accident on
five minutes before stretch- 

gle-vehicle accident on ing and stretch again before a 
Thomapple Lake Road near cool-down.

• Change garden activity short-handled tools. 
of every three to five minutes.

Nashville after his blood Don't hoe or rake for hours accomplish more and work 
alcohol level was determined on end. Mix up the gardening longer with less risk of injury.

M-79
Andrew

arrested
Kranz,

Daniel
38,

stooping. Don’t exacerbate a 
previous back or knee prob­
lem using poorly designed, 

Use 
ergonomic tools to help

to be .146 percent.
. Kranz, who was injured in 
the accident, was transported 
to Pennock Hospital for treat­
ment. While he was. being 
taken to the hospital, his 
vehicle was searched by 
another deputy.

The second deputy found a 
baggie containing 
authorities believed to be 
marijuana. The contents of 
the -baggie were sent to the

State 
Laboratory

Lansing. Additional charges 
may be filed when the results 
are returned.

chores.
• Ease into it. After a long

what

Michigan
Forensic

Police
in

GET ALL THE 
NEWS OF 

BARRY COUNTY!
Subscribe to the 
Hastings Banner. 
Call 945-9554 for 
more information.

i8 Now Scheduling
Appointments

MAPLEWVALLEY
Accounting and Tax, LLC

Jill Vanderhoef, Enrolled Agent

8870 Valley Hwy., Vermontville, MI 
517-852-1500

We Specialize in:

• Individual
Taxes

• Farm Taxes
• Small Business

Taxes
• Bookkeeping

mailto:ander359@msu.edu
mailto:pennin25@msu.edu
mailto:pennin25@msu.edu
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Board of review answers tax questions
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The three-member 
Vermontville board of review, 
along with village and town­
ship Assessor Jeff Winans, 
were kept busy last week, 
answering residents’ tax ques-

American Legion of
Donald J. Martin, age 81, of Vermontville, Lions Club for answ
Vermontville passed away on over 30 years and was a Cub tions.
Friday, March 6, 2009 fol- Scout leader and Cub Master
lowing a brief, but valiant in Vermontville for over 15

years.
Don is survived by his best could get their questions

r answered. Several residents

battle with cancer, at the
home of his daughter.

Don was bom in Lansing, friend and wife Esther

The group held several ses­
sions at the Vermontville 
Opera House so homeowners

on Jan. 2,1928, the son of the (Suzie); two daughters, Gail have noticed rather large 
late Jay and Myrna (Mingus) (Bruce) Hulbert of Lansing, changes in their amounts, both 
Martin. He was raised in the Lois (Wayne) Hammonds of this year and last. A reassess-
late Jay and Myrna (Mingus) (Bruce) Hulbert of Lansing, changes in their amounts, both

Grand Ledge area and attend­
ed area school there graduat- J.
ing from Grand Ledge High Montrose; and a sister, Ila Tax Commission found the 

Sealy of Grand Ledge. Also township to be “significantly

Vermontville; a son, Donald
(Lori) Martin II of essary after the Michigan State

ment of the township was nec-

School in 1947.
Don was married to his

beloved
(Meister) Martin for 61 dren

He was proceeded in death resulting from that

wife,
surviving are 10 grandchil- non-compliant” in an August

Esther dren, and 12 great grandchil- 2007 review.

years, after meeting her at a
Winans said any changes 

t reassess-
youth fellowship event in by his sisters, Alice Parker, ment are helping to keep the

They made and Leloa Martin, and his township in compliance.Delta Mills.
their home in the Lansing brother, Wayne Martin.

Funeral services were held
Army in 1952. After return- at the Daniels Funeral Home
ing home the couple moved in Nashville on Wednesday Winans. “If a parcel is low,

area until Don entered the
“The reason for the changes 

in the reappraisal are to get an 
even playing field,” said

to Vermontville were they March 11, 2009 with Pastor this brings it back up to where
raised their family together.

Don was employed at the
Susan Olsen officiating.

Memorial
it should be and brings ones 

contributions that are above down to where 
GM Fisher Body in Lansing can be made to the Peace they should be.” 
for over 40 years until retir- United Methodist Church, 
ing in 1987. 6043 E. M79 Hwy.,

He was an avid outdoors-
6043 E. M79
Nashville MI 49073 or to 

man who loved to go hunt- the 
ing, fishing and camping. Program
He also dabbled in wood Intermediate 
working and always had a Packard, 

in 48813 
Funeral

project 
progress in their home.
remodeling

In a letter from the town-

Adult Handicapped
Eaton

E.
MI

C/O
1790

Charlotte,

Arrangements
Don was a member of the have been entrusted to the

United Methodist Daniels Funeral Home inPeace
Church of Nashville, the Nashville.

VERMONTVILLE MAPLE 
SYRUP FESTIVAL

APRIL 24 6:00 PM THRU APRIL 26

FLEA MARKET 
Application for vendors available. 

Send self addressed 
stamped envelope to:

Lydia McCauley 
5481 Brown Road 

Vermontville, Ml 49096 
PH 517-543-1740 Days 
517-726-0633 Evenings 

lydiamccauley@russellSchrader.com 
Location: Vermontville United 

Methodist Church Lawn - Outside 
Only - 10x10 Booth $60.00

Friday Evening 6:00 PM 
Downtown

Prizes for all age groups 
Call for an application

Don Rasey 
517-726-1077

TALENT SHOW
Three Divisions

7 & under
8-17 years
18 & over

Applications also available @ vermontvillemaplesyrupfestival.com

Goodma

All Goodman* brand central gas furnaces are covered by a 10­
Year Parts Limited Warranty* for the registered, single-family 
homeowner. It's the perfect solution to keep your home warm 
and comfortable year after year.

Air Conditioning & Heating

FROST HEATING
8 COOLING 

QUALITY, VALUE 8 SERVICE 
Lake Odessa (616) 374-7595 

Nashville (517) 852-9565
O 2008 Goodman Manufacturing Company. LP, Houston, Texas.

‘Online registration within 60 days of installation required Addtional restrictions may apply. 
For comptele information on Goodnan warranties, visit www goodmanmfg.com.

Thank goodness for Goodman:

ship at the time the reassess­
ment was announced, former 
Township Supervisor Russ 
Laverty said, “The reappraisal 
will not increase taxes on 
those properties that have been 
previously taxed for buildings 
on the property (except for the 
annual level of inflation 
required by the State Tax 
Commission on taxable val­
ues). If a building is found on 
the property that has not previ-

Clerk Shirley

Appraisal

ously been on the assess- 
ment/tax roll, that building 
will be added to the assess- 
ment/tax roll and will experi­
ence an increase in taxes.”

LandMark
Company . completed the 
reassessment process. In late 
October 2008, Michigan State 
Tax Commission officials 
increased the taxable value by 
4.4 percent of all properties 
having a state equalized value

above the tentative 2009 tax­
able value.

Village
Harmon said there was a near­
ly $700,000 increase in the 
taxable value on the 468 
parcels in town and that any 
resident wishing to see the tax 
records may do so at the vil­
lage hall during business 
hours. Both the township and 
village tax records are housed 
at the village hall.

‘O«r Family Serving Yours
Nashville’s Only Family Owned, Independently
Operated Funeral Home
Fully Staffed Children’s Resource Room
Free Video Tribute • Barrier Free
Ample Parking • Accommodations Up to 300

(517) 852-9712
VISA

9200 E M-79 Hwvy • Nashville
Scott A. Daniels

n & F™ily
Owner/Manager

WE JUST MADE SOME MEDICAL 
TESTS A LOT EASIER TO SWALLOW.

The New
Center for
Digestive
Health

Pennocks new Center for Digestive 
Health lets our digestive specialists 
take a good look at whats going on 
inside without a lot of embarrassment 
or discomfort. That's because our doc­
tors and technicians are using the latest, 
least invasive diagnostic procedures 
such as the new PillCam technology and 
catheter-free Bravo pH monitoring system. 
They also can treat digestive ailments 
with the most advanced procedures' 
available anywhere.

If you're concerned about heartburn, 
bowel changes or have been putting off 
having a colonoscopy, call the new 

Digestive Health at 269-945-3901 
or visit pennockhealth.com. The technology to heal. The care you trust.

Center for

.» Pennock
HEALTH ^||SERVICES

06688319

mailto:lydiamccauley@russellSchrader.com
vermontvillemaplesyrupfestival.com
goodmanmfg.com
pennockhealth.com
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Summer program teaches leadership
by Patricia Johns 

Staff Writer

Local school districts are 
being contacted to encourage 
teens in 10th, 11th and 12th 
gradea to enroll in this year’s- 
Barry County Youth Quest 
Teen Leadership Conference 
set for June 12, 13 and 14 at 
Barry County YMCA’s 
Camp Algonquin facility.

Leadership Barry County 
is hosting this conference in 
order to provide a unique

Energy audit applications now being accepted
U.S. Agriculture Secretary 

Tom Vilsack has announced 
that the department is accept­
ing funding applications from 
eligible entities for grants to 
conduct energy audits under 
the Rural Energy for America 
Program (REAP).

"For the first time ever, 
USDA will make grant fund­
ing available this^ year 
through the Rural Energy for 
America Program to help 

this^ year

agricultural producers and 
rural small businesses obtain 
audits to identify ways to 
improve energy efficiency," 
Vilsack said. "The assistance

opportunity for local stu­
dents to challenge them­
selves, use cooperation to 
achieve success, leant what* 
trust really means, become a 
team member and have fun 
creating strategies to over­
come obstacles.

The weekend conference 
involves a hands-on and a 
“learning-by-doing 
approach to leadership 
development.

Barry Community

provided by this program is 
in keeping with President 
Obama's energy conservation 
goals for our nation."

The program is authorized 
in the 2008 Farm Bill.
The audits are intended to 
help rural small businesses 
and agricultural producers 
determine where to make 
changes in their operations to 
enable them to reduce energy 
consumption. Audits are 
required for renewable ener­
gy and energy efficiency 
projects funded through 
REAP that exceed $50,000.

States, tribal and local

Foundation’s Jennifer
Richards says, “Leadership 
Barry County Youth Quest 
Teen Leadership Conference 
gives area teens the opportu­
nity to define and develop 
concepts that are vital to 
building strong leaders.”

“We believe that this con­
ference can assist many 
young leaders to realize their 
potential and to exercise 
their experiences as they 
assume their leadership posi- 

governments, land grant col­
leges or universities, other 
institutions of higher learn­
ing, and electric cooperatives 
and public power entities are 
eligible to receive funds to 
conduct the audits. Parties 
seeking audits from the 
grantees must pay 25 percent 
of audit costs.

Applications for grants 
must be completed and sub­
mitted on paper or electroni­
cally no later than June 9. 
For further details about eli­
gibility rules and application 
procedures, see page 10533 
of the March 11 Federal 

tions within their communi­
ty,” she adds.

Activities are designed to 
help students achieve suc­
cess through team-building, 
goal-setting, cooperation and 
creative problem-solving.

Participants also will learn 
their own personal leader­
ship styles and how to recog­
nize the leadership styles of 
others. The goal of this inter­
active weekend is to help the 
students become more effec-

Register at
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr 
/.

USDA Rural
Development intends to pub­
lish and seek public com­
ment on a proposed regula­
tion for the REAP program 
later this year. Further infor­
mation on rural programs is 
available at a local USDA 
Rural Development office or 
by visiting USDA Rural 
Development's Web site at 
www.rurdev.usda.gov.- 

five both as leaders and as 
members of a team and to 
realize the full scope of their 
potential, says Richards.

The program is open to 
area high school students 
who are identified and spon­
sored by area organizations 
or businesses as future lead­
ers. Students must be enter­
ing 10th, 11th or 12th 
grades.

“It is a wonderful oppor­
tunity for the honored youth 
to further develop their lead­
ership and interpersonal 
skills through intense inter­
active exercises, team build­
ing activities and group net­
working,” adds Richards.

This program, including 
all materials, lodging at the 
YMCA Gamp Algonquin, 
meals and activities, is 
offered at $150 per student, a 
savings of $150 due to con­
tributions.

Participants. in the past 
have discovered that, “All 
the talk about leadership and 
problem-solving are just 
words, until you get up there 
and do it. Then it becomes 
real,” relates Richards.

“Safety is the No. 1 prior-

success

Quest
Conference

ity of the weekend,” she 
adds. “All participants wear 
appropriate safety gear, hel­
mets, harnesses and sling 
lines. All adventure activi­
ties are led by trained and 
certified YMCA adventure 
facilitators.”

The success of the 
Leadership Barry County 
Youth Quest Teen 
Leadership 
weekend relies on the full 
participation of all attendees. 
Students are expected to stay 
on site for the entire week­
end, which begins on a 
Friday evening and runs 
through Sunday at 6 p.m.

It is important that once a 
student is chosen to attend 
that they make the commit­
ment to attend, says 
Richards. Class size is limit­
ed, so sponsors should regis­
ter students as soon as possi­
ble.

For additional-information 
or to sponsor a student, con­
tact Leadership Barry 
County at 269-945-0526 or 
jen@barrycf.org,

Leadership

LEGAL
NOTICE

New group forming for young widowed people
HASTINGS 4

The newly formed Younger 
Widowed Persons Group will 
meet for the first time 

TOR ATTEMPTING TO COL-Tuesday, March 17, from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. at the Hastings 
Public Library.

Sponsored by the bereave­
ment services department of

THIS FIRM IS A DEBT COLLEC-

LECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMA­
TION WE OBTAIN WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
PLEASE CONTACT OUR 
OFFICE AT THE NUMBER 
BELOW IF YOU ARE IN ACTIVE 
MILITARY DUTY. MORTGAGE 
SALE - Default has been made in 
the conditions of a mortgage 
made by Colleen Walls, a single 
woman, to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for lender and lender's 
successors and/or assigns, 
Mortgagee, dated January 30,

CONTACT

Barry Community Hospice, 
the group will offer support to 
those who have become wid­
ows or widowers in mid-life.

Attendees of the first 
meeting are invited to bring 
their ideas and insights and 
help determine the course the

group will take. 
Refreshments with a St. 
Patrick’s Day theme will be 
served.

The-meeting will be facili­
tated by Bereavement 
Specialist Dona Battisfore- 
Krebs and registered nurse

by

Sandy Marcukaitis.
Marcukaitis is a widow her­
self and will be on hand to 
offer personal perspectives 
on coping with the loss of a 
loved one.

For more information, con­
tact Krebs at 269-948^8452.

I Goodrich 

UALITY 
HEATERS

269-205-4900

Downtown Hastings 
on State St.

www.GQTI.com

Rocking Seats • All Digital Sound

4.25to’4.75
ALL
except ad

i
SEATS
dult evening

Turkey federation banquet is March 21
(§) Stadium Seating Q No passes

SHOWTIMES 3/13 • 3/19

FREE
SPRING MATINEES

The Thornapple Valley 
Hunting Heritage banquet 
will be Saturday, March 21, 

2007 and recorded February 1, at the Barry County Expo 
2007 in Instrument Number Center on M-37 in Hastings. 
1175877, Barry County Records, 
Michigan. Said mortgage is now
1175877, Barry County Records,

The event is sponsored by 
the Thornapple Valley 
Chapter of the National Wild 
Turkey Federation. Doors 
will open at 5 p.m.

held by CitiMortgage, Inc. by 
assignment. There is claimed to 
be due at the date hereof the sum 
of One Hundred Twenty-Nine 
Thousand Seven Hundred 
Twenty-Eight and 2/100 Dollars 
($129,728.02) including interest 
at 6.875% per annum. Under the 
power of sale contained in said, 
mortgage and the statute in such 
case made and provided, notice 
is hereby given that said mort­
gage will be foreclosed by a sale 
of the mortgaged premises, or 
some part of them, at public ven­
due' at the Barry County 
Courthouse in Hastings in Barry 
County, Michigan at 1:00 p.m. on 
APRIL 2, 2009. Said premises 
are located in the Village of 
Middleville, Barry County, 
Michigan, and are described as: 
Lot 136, Middleville Downs 
Addition Number 7 to the Village 
of Middleville according to the. 
recorded Plat thereof. The 
redemption period shall be 6 
months from the date of such 
sale; unless determined aban­
doned in accordance with MCLA 
600.3241a, in which case the 
redemption period shall be 30 
days from the date of such sale. 
TO ALL PURCHASERS: The

can

Seven

at the Barry County

County, Michigan at 1:00 p.m. on

Barry

foreclosing mortgagee 
rescind the sale, in that event, 
your damages, if any, are limited 
solely to the return of the bid 
amount tendered at sale, plus 
interest. Dated: February 28, 
2009 Orlans Associates, P.C. 
Attorneys for Servicer P.O. Box 
5041 Troy, Ml 48007-5041 248­
502-1400 File No. 241.6600 
ASAP# 3008653 02/28/2009, 
.03/07/2009, 03/14/2009,
03/21 /2009 06687725

BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 
(TRUTH IN BUDGETING) 

NOTICE
The Castleton Township Board will’hold a public hearing on the 
proposed township budget for the fiscal year 2009-2010 at the 
Castleton Township Hall on March 16,2009 at 7 pm;

THE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE PRO­
POSED TO BE LEVIED TO SUPPORT THE 
PROPOSED BUDGET WILL BE A SUBJECT 
OF THIS HEARING.
A copy of the budget is available for public inspection at the town­
ship office at 915 Reed St., Nashville, Michigan 49073.

The Castleton Township Board will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired 
and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meet­
ing, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon 7 days 
notice to the Castleton Township Board.

Note: Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids and serv­
ices, should contact the Castleton Township Board by writing or 
calling the following:

Loma L. Wilson, Clerk
915 Reed St. Box 679
Nashville, MI 49073
517-852-9479

There will be a special township board meeting to follow the hear­
ing.

Loma L. Wilson
Castleton Township Clerk

Notice complies with MCL 141.436 & MCL 211.24e UdcocaoooVndwq

The event is the group’s 
largest fundraising activity of 
the year; funds raised go to 
support various wildlife con­
servation efforts with an 
emphasis on turkeys. Among 
the activities planned for the 
evening are live and silent 
auctions, raffles, a prime rib 
dinner and more.

Tickets are $55 for a sin­
gle and $80 for a couple.

For more information, 
contact Phillip Kuhtic at 
269-792-9587 or via e-mail 
at jkuhtic@accn.org, or Dan 
Erskine at 616-891-1126.

J Saturday & Sunday 10 & 11 AM | 
| 3<14 & a/15 MADAGASCAR 2 (PG) |

O©RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN (PG)
SAT/SUN/TUE 12:30,2:45, 5:00,7:10, 9:20
FRI/MON/WED/TH 5:00,7:10,9:20
FIRED UP (PG-13) DAILY 7:20,9:40
THE INTERNATIONAL (A) DAILY 4:15,9:50
O ©WATCHMEN (R)
SAT/SUN/TUE 12:00, 3:10, 6:20, 9:30
FRI/MON/WED/TH 6:20, 9:30
CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC (PG)
SAT/SUN/TUE 12:10, 2:30,4:50
FRI/MON/WED/TH 4:50
PUSH (PG-13) SAT/SUN/TUE 1:15, 7:00
FRI/MON/WED/TH 7:00

FREQUENT MOVIEGOERS
Sign up at www.gqti.com for the 

Frequent Moviegoer Club
E»m pointe a we movies fort birgiIn price.

Maple Valley Early 4*s Preschool 

is now enrolling for 2009-2010

Early 4's is Great Start Readiness Preschool (GSRP). We 
are funded by a grant through the Michigan Department 

of Education.
This is a FREE program to those who qualify.

Students must:
• be 4 years old by December 1, 2009
• meet at least 2 qualifying factors set forth by the 

State of Michigan
• reside in the Maple Valley School 

District. We are unable to take 
school of choice students.

Call today to receive an enrollment 
packet and to schedule an appointment

for our preschool round-up. 
852-2075 06687621

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr
mailto:jen@barrycf.org
http://www.GQTI.com
mailto:jkuhtic@accn.org
http://www.gqti.com
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Looking

PRINTER!
PULL SERVICE PROM START TO PINISH

The area's most complete printing facility
Call one of our 

sales professionals today!
• Steve Skedgell • Steve Steward

• Jennie Yonker
• Bruce Fuller • Fred Jacobs

• Brian Rayner- Charlotte Litho
• Jonathan Jacobs- Lowell Litho

SPECIALIZING IN
MULTI-COLOR AND

4 COLOR PROCESS WORK 
WHERE NO JOB IS TOO BIG 

AND NEVER TOO SMALL!

• Letterheads
• Business Cards
• Annual Reports
• Brochures
• Flyers
• Posters
• Political Signs
• Rubber Stamps
• Business Forms
• Newsletters
• Computer Forms

SERVICING 
KALAMAZOO, 
GRAND RAPIDS, 
BATTLE CREEK, 
LANSING AND 
URROUNDING

AREAS DAILY!

ONE-HOUR
PHOTO PROCESSING

Tty our new 
advanced photo 

processing system 
using the latest 

in digital technology 
providing you with 
the highest quality 

reproduction 
possible.

We process 35mm 
Advanced Photo System 

and 120 film on site.
1 Hour or Next Day Processing

• Folders
• Books
• Stickers
• invitations
• Labels
• Tags
• Envelopes
• Tickets
• Balloons
• Calendars
• Catalogs

PICK-UP AND
DELIVERY

MAILING SERVICE

COMPLETE BINDERY

WEB AND
SHEETFED OFFSET 

PRINTING

• COLOR COPIES
• COMMERCIAL PRINTING

• INVITATIONS & MORE

Conveniently 
located near you!

J-Ad Graphics
Printing Plus

1351 North M-43 Highway 
(just north of city limits) 
Hastings, Ml 49058-0188

(269) 945-5078
Pax (269) 945-5192

Charlotte
Litho

144 S. Cochran 
(right on Charlotte's Main street) 

Charlotte, Michigan 48813 
(517) 543-4041 

POX (517) 545-2272

Marshall
Printing Plus 

514 S. Kalamazoo Avenue 
Marshall, Michigan 49068 
(269) 727-0091 

Pax (269) 727-0090

Lowell
Litho

105 N. Broadway St. 
Lowell, Ml 49331

(616) 897-9261
POX (616) 897-4809
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Rom Our Readers Chili dinner planned at
EWING 
WELL 

DRILLING 
INC.

OFFERING COMPLETE 
WATER & WELL 

DRILLING & PUMP

SALES & SERVICE 
4” TO 12” WELLS

• Residential
• Commercial

• Farm
We stock a complete line of...

• Pumps • Tanks
• Plastic & Steel Pipe
• Other Well Supplies

WE OWN OUR OWN 
EQUIPMENT & DO 
OUR OWN WORK.

Richard Ewing
Owner

GRAVEL WELLS
A SPECIALTY

Estimates A vailable

(517) 726-0088
10076 NASHVILLE HWY.

VERMONTVILLE
Now accepting 

MasterCard & Visa
|I

DDA proposal creates questions Vermontville Methodist Church
To the editor:

I am concerned regarding 
the imposition of 
Downtown
Authority in Nashville. I 
lived at 429 S. Main St. It is 
in a residential zoned area; 
there are no businesses near 
me.

Am I included in this pro-

imposition of the
Development

posed increase of govern­
ment bureaucracy? What
other costs will there be? Methodist Church will hold 
Who will run this, and what its 10th annual chili dinner 
further controls will be on Saturday, March 21.
imposed upon my neighbors 
and me?

The Vermontville United The dinner will be held 
from 5 until 7 p.m. Call the

church at 517-726-1165 for 
more information.

v Board Meeting & Election Notice 
•ttz « xS?* Maple Valley Junior

B.XCT Cheerleading Organization

Monday, March 16,6:30pm 
at the High School

All interested volunteers are encouraged to attend.
Any questions call Susan Morris at 

517-852-1897

QUALITY DESIGN

The event will feature a 
variety of chili recipes, 

Nathan J. Erwin, including white-bean, com,
Nashville five-alarm and others. The 

dinner will also include rolls, 
salad, cookies and drinks.

All proceeds from the and the Detroit Tigers are 
event will benefit the New 
Beginnings Camp at 
Albright Camp to help fund 
the arts and crafts program.

Little League sign-up this
e, week and next at MVHS

As the weather warms up

& CRAFTSMANSHIP
25 Years in the Business at Your Service 

Custom Cabinets • Built-Ins • Interior Trim

cabinets&TRHI
Stair-Rail Systems • Mantels • Entertainment Centers
Raised Panel Doors • Wood Flooring • Counter-Tops

Call Jon for woodworking solutions 5l7388-4638

Could You Care for a Foster Child?
Homes are needed in Barry County 

to care for the increasing volume of 
foster children coming into care. If 

you enjoy children and have 
40 square feet of extra bedroom 

space, you are invited to consider 
foster care.

Classes for interested singles and
fe couples are periodically held by the 

Barry-Eaton Dept, of Human Services.
Reservations are being taken now for

Spring Classes in Hastings the 24-hour class will be held 
Saturday, April 18-May 9, with a required Orientation on 

Wednesday, April 15 from 6-9pm.
For questions or to pre-register classes please contact: 

Email: Mueller-HayesJ@michigan.gov . or 
269-948-3216 06688269

Camp

New program 
to benefit 
Nashville VFW

The Men’s Auxiliary of 
the Nashville VFW Hall is 
beginning a new fundraiser 
for the hall. Visitors will be 
able to build their own burg­
er with all of the fixin’s and 
trimmings they can imagine. 
The burgers will be cooked 
outside on the grill and the 
funds raised will help support 
the hall’s community service 
projects and the operation of 
the hall. The first build a 
burger event will be held on 
March 20 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
For more information call the 
post at (517) 852-9260.

Business Services
GASIFICATIONWOOD

BOILERS: used half the 
wood at competitors, 85% 
plus efficiency boilers in 
stock.
www.woodboilers.com 
(616)893-2264 Nate Kinsman, 
(616)292-8801 Derrick Borup.

Farm
EARTH SERVICES is in ur­
gent need of HAY DONA­

TIONS. We will come pick it 
up, clean out your bam of 
old hay - (Any type of hay 

that isn't moldy). We are al­
so looking for Pasture land 

and hay fields. EARTH 
SERVICES is a 501(c)3 non­
profit organization. All don­

ations are tax deductible. 
PLEASE CALL (269)962­

2015

Write us a letter!
The Maple Valley News welcomes letters to the editor from readers, but there are a 
few conditions that must be met before they will be published. The requirements are:

All letters must be signed by the writer, with address 
and phone number provided for verification. All that 
will be printed is the writer’s name and community of 
residence. We do not publish anonymous letters, 
and names will be withheld at the editor’s discretion 
for compelling reasons only.
Letters that contain statements that are libelous or 
slanderous will not be published.
All letters are subject to editing for style, grammar

Letters serving the function of “cards of thanks” will 
not be accepted unless there is a compelling public
interest, which will be determined by the editor.
Letters that include attacks of a personal nature will 
not be published or will be edited heavily.
“Crossfire” letters between the same two people on

and sense.
Letters that serve as testimonials for or criticisms of 
for-profit businesses will not be accepted.

one issue will be limited to one for each writer.
In an effort to keep opinions varied, there is a limit of 
one letter per person per month.
We prefer handwritten letters to be printed legibly
typed, double-spaced.

or

Send your letters to: Editor c/o J-Ad Graphics, 1351 N. M-43 Highway, Hastings, Ml 49058
or e-mail to: news@j-adgraphics.com

training in Florida, it is time 
to think about playing base­
ball and softball.

The Maple Valley Little 
League will be having two 
dates to sign kids up for the 
2009 season. This season 
will prove to be fun for all 
involved and will improve on 
last year’s successful season.

Boys and girls ages 4 to 12 Cafeteria. 
will be eligible to play this

spring. A few changes will 
include improved facilities, 
an expanded season, differ­
ent age brackets, and a 14- 
and-under baseball team.

Parents are asked to please 
come out, get information 
and sign-up their children on 
Wednesday March 18, or 
Thursday March 26, between 
6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at the 
Maple Valley High School

Main Street Solon
226 Main St Nashoills

Hair, Tanning & Haifa
March Tanning Spciaf

1 month unlimited or IS oioits
£oe. available. (ded~Thur ‘ti! 7pm

Stylists: Cheryl, Sngie 8 Lis 
Naif Tech: Michelle

Micheffe’s ffeto L.GGb£R

Haifprices
$25 $75fill

Hair Stylist aith Clientds (ilantsd

S17-8S2-17S7
Hrs: Mon 9-2 Tue-fri 9-S Sat 9-12 £ue by appt.

Joe Montgomery 
Builders, Inc.

We build on our reputation.. .just ask our customers!

Building dreams since 1978
New Construction and Home Improvement 

122 S. Lincoln, Charlotte 
(517)543-1718

0668789

n Lockouts
• Tire Service
• Accident

Recovery
• Long-Haul

Dependable,
damage-free

DOBBI/V'S

towing!

Off-Road

DOBBIIVS JEFF DOBBIN'S
auto serv,ce- inc.

Owner, Jeff Dobbin, ASE Master Technician

mailto:Mueller-HayesJ@michigan.gov
http://www.woodboilers.com
mailto:news@j-adgraphics.com
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Pierce Cedar Creek Institute offers spring break programs SCHOOL LUNCH MENUS
Looking for something for 

children to do to kick off 
spring break? Pierce Cedar 
Creek Institute has a variety 
of hands-on programs for 
students age 6 to 15. Each 
class is age-specific and an 
exciting way to learn about 
the natural world.

Each day has its own 
theme and is a great way to 
liven up spring break, say 
organizers. Students will be 
outside for most of the class­
es and should dress, appropri-

ately for the weather condi­
tions.

Ages 6 to 10
Monday, April 6: Nature 

Detectives — become a 
nature sleuth and search for 
the clues animals and birds 
leave behind that help to 
understand their lives.

Wednesday, April 8: 
Sense of Survival — explore 
nature using all five senses to 
gain an understanding of 
what it takes to survive as an 
animal in the wild.

Friday, April 10: Artistic 
Endeavors- — from short sto­
ries to framed art, partici­
pants will use natural materi­
als to help tell a story they 
create themselves.

Ages 11 to 15
Tuesday, April 7: Outdoor 

Survival Skills — learn how 
to build survival shelters, 
start a wanning campfire and 
make fire-starting candles.

Thursday, April 9: 
Aquatic Life 
aquatic environments

Maple Valley 
Elementary Lunch Menu

aquatic invertebrate

April
— explore 

to

determine the health of the 
quality of the water by 
searching out and identifying 
its
inhabitants.

The classes run from 8 
a.m. to noon. The cost for 
members is $20 per student 
and $25 per student for non­
members. Pre-registration. is 
required, and class size is 
limited.

Call 269-721 -4190 for more 
information or to register.

No school.
Monday, March 16

Tuesday, March 17
St. Patrick’s Day. Grilled cheese. Tomato soup, celery 

w/p.butter, St. Patrick cookie.
Wednesday, March 18

Chicken fries. Whole kernel com, grape tomatoes, peach 
cobbler.

Thursday, March 19
M.W. Cottage Inn. Pizza Hot Pocket Tossed salad, apple­

sauce, cookie.

Putnam Library and Center of Hope team up to offer new programs
As part of a local econom­

ic stimulus package; Putnam 
District Library, in coopera­
tion with Maple Valley 
Community Center of Hope, 
will host several events dur­
ing March.

On Wednesday, March 25,
at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m,, free tion site to earn some extra

resume creation workshops 
will be held.

At 5 p.m. that same day, 
there will be a free "Getting 
Started on Ebay'' seminar. 
This seminar is for anyone 
who has ever thought about 
selling on the Internet auc-

income. These events will be 
held at the Maple Valley 
Community Center of Hope 
in downtown Nashville.

Tuesday, March 3-1, a rep­
resentative from Michigan 
Works in Hastings will be at
the library to help residents

Michigan Works," which is a 
free employment service.

For - more i 
about, any of these events, 
visit or call the library at 
517-852-9723 or send an e­
mail to putnamlibrary.direc- 
tor@yahoo.com.

Friday, March 20
Goulash. Bread stick’, fresh broc. caul., pears.
NOTE: Fuller Alternative Entree Choices: Peanut butter 

and jelly sandwich, honey and peanut butter sandwich.
Maplewood Alternative Entree Choices: 6 oz. Yogurt 

w/string cheese, chef salad, peanut butter and jelly sandwich.
information Maplewood offers a variety of healthy snacks for 50 cents 

each (cash only: quarters or dollars only).
Milk is included with all full meal purchases. Assoit-ed

bread choices daily;
Breakfast price: $130; Lunch price: $1.90; Adult price:

at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m,, free tion site to earn some extra "Get the Most From

Meals on a budget can be healthy
Eating healthy doesn’t 

have to. mean spending more 
money.

According to Jill Graybill, 
cardiovascular dietitian with 
Spectrum Health Healthier 
Communities, wholesome 
eating requires just a little 
careful planning for shop­
ping and cooking.

“We.need to stay focused 
on providing
meals for ourselves and our 
families. There are ways to 
maintain a healthy diet while

nutritious

staying within a budget,” 
said Graybill.

The following steps can 
help make the most of food 
dollars:

• Buy fresh produce in 
season.

“Buying fresh produce can 
sometimes be expensive, 
unless you buy it when it is 
in season,” said Graybill. 
“For example, during winter 
months, citrus fruits are usu­
ally less expensive.” Most 
fresh produce is more abun-

low-

$2.75; milk only: $.45,

Nd school.

BUDGET PUBLIC
HEARING

The Vermontville Township Board will hold a public hearing on the 

proposed township budget for fiscal year 2009-2010 at the 
Vermontville Qpera House on Thursday, March 26,2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
during the regular March 26, 2009 Vermontville Township Board 

meeting. The property tax millage rate pro­
posed to be levied to support the proposed 
budget will be a subject of this hearing.
Copies of the proposed budget are available at the- Vermontville 
Township Fire Station, Vermontville Public Library and Village of 
Vermontville office.

The Vermontville Township Board will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired 
and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meet­
ing, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon reasonable 
notice to the Vermontville Township Board.

Note: Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or servic­
es should contact the Vermontville Township Board by writing, or 
calling Sharon Stewart, Township Clerk, P.O. Box 215, Vermontville, 
Ml 49096 or 517-726-1159._______________________________ 06688091

dant and cheaper in the sum­
mer. In other seasons, buy 
frozen fruits and vegetables 
which are less expensi ve arid 
can be used as needed with­
out the worry of going bad. 
Canned produce is also a 
good choice, but Graybill 
recommended buying
sodium vegetables and fruit 
in its own juice or light 
syrup.

• Reduce food waste.
According to the United 

States Department of 
Agriculture, the average 
American family throws 
away 14 percent of its food 
or almost $600 in meats, 
fruit, vegetables and grain 
products each year.

To help reduce food waste, 
Graybill recommended plan­
ning meals in advance and 
making a shopping list. And, 
when shopping; “stick to your 
list so you’re not tempted to 
buy food you don’t need.” Not 
only does, this decrease food 
waste, but it saves money, too, 
she added.

• Check She refrigerator 
each day.

Graybill said * to eat or 
freeze anything that is near­
ing the end of its safe storage 
period. Check the refrigera­
tor, freezer and cupboards 
when making a shopping list, 
and plan meals around what 
is already in the house.

• Use a slow cooker.
Cooking with an energy-

Department

saving electric crock or slow 
cooker can turn inexpensive 
cuts of meat into delicious, 
nutritious meals simply by 
adding a few vegetables, 
spices and a small amount of 
broth, she said.

• Recycle leftovers
Plan to have a leftovers 

night at least once a week.
“Leftover food in the 

refrigerator tends to be for­
gotten until after it goes 
bad,” said Graybill. Try serv­
ing leftovers buffet style and 
make it fun to enjoy “sec­
onds” of earlier meals.

• Use it up.
Don’t throw away even 

small portions of leftovers. 
These can be used for lunch­
es or can be combined in 
soups, stews or casseroles; 
Cook or use fruit that is past 
its prime — even that very 
brown banana or mushy 
apple. They can be used for 
sauces, smoothies or ingredi­
ents in muffins, pancakes 
and breads. Try putting 
slightly wilted lettuce, cel­
ery, or peppers in an ice bath 
for 10 to 15 minutes to crisp 
them up.

Tuesday, March 17
Burritos. Mexican rice, pineapple/mari. orgs. Salad bar.

Wednesday, March 18
Chicken nuggets. Mashed potatoes, cinnamon apples. 

Potato bar.
Thursday, March 19

Kellogg .Cottage Inn. Club sandwich. French fries, peaches. 
Mexican bar.

Friday, March 20
Chicken fries. Whole kernel com, pears. Asian bar.
NOTE: Entree’s available daily: cheeseburger, variety of 

chicken sandwiches, pizza, peanut butter and jelly sandwich, 
fish sandwich, honey and peanut butter sandwich, 6 oz. yogurt 
w/string cheese.

Side choices available daily: garden salad,juice, fresh fruit.
Milk is included with all full meal purchases. Seconds avail­

able on vegetables at no additional charge. Assorted bread 
choices daily.

Breakfast price: $1.45; Lunch price: $2.25-$2.50; Adult 
prices: $2.75-$3.00. Milk only: $.45.

06688100

O
X FARM BUREAU ro 
O INSURANCE* >
< *

Making Your Future
More Predictable

• AUTO • HOME • FARM • LIFE

Hand fie
Power A
Tools
Vinyl Siding USG Drywall

j^rbor-

The 
Lynn

Denton
Agency

Lynn 
Denton, 
Agent

139 W. State
Downtown Hastings

269-945-4520

ME
77re World Leader in Specialty 

Building Products.
"Innovation is our most valuable. asset"

Armstrong
Ceiling

Tile

Cabinets

AMERICAS CNWCTMAKER

Oak, Pine 
Molding

AMERICA'S CNWCTMAKER*

Pre-Hung 
Steel Doors

Marque-LineIoom snran

Dry Mix Crete 
ftfie Supply

Plywood, Lumber

Paints

Fiberglass Insulation
Guardian Fiberglass Insulation

CertainTeedH

PflinT.

h£oommec.to
A®
£omc 
home.to
A®.

’■Station

flHOMETOWNl
LUMBER & HARDWARE

Monday thru Saturday 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
219 S. State in Nashville • 852-0882 

www.hometownlumber.com 06687988

mailto:putnamlibrary.direc-tor@yahoo.com
http://www.hometownlumber.com
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OPEN: 7 DA 24 HOURS

NASHVILLE
rep

Aggies edge past the Lion
EXPRESSboys in first district contest

133 5. Main

517-852-0868

You’re In, You’re Out...
You're HVme

8

Grocery Store Pricing With Party Store Convenience!
r sui mor. tue. wed I nut. I rar I set.

SALE MARCH 15 MARCH It MWOf 17 MEM IB | AMWCW 19 | MARCH 20 | MARCH 21

2 LITER 7- UP, SQUIRT, 
DR. PEPPER, A&W, 

SUNKIST, R C, VERNORS

BAR-S
SAUSAGE 

(Smoked & Polish) 

2/$900
___________1 Lb.

LOFTHOUSE
COOKIES

7-15 OZ.

Dep,

BANQUET BROWN
& SERVE

LINKS

HUNTS SNACK
PAK PUDDINGS

4-Pack/$5

Banquet

% 
'GALLON
2

$999
LIMIT 2LIMIT 2

CHEF BOYARDEE 
PASTA

Canned ■ 14-15 oz.

Dansville ended the Maple 
Valley varsity boys’ basket­
ball team’s season Monday 
night, with a 47-42 victory in 
the team’s Class C District 
opener.

After falling behind by 
eight points in the first half, 
Maple Valley battled back 
late in the game. They pulled 
within three points with less 
than ten seconds remaining 
on a three-pointer by Jeff 
Burd.

Dansville wound up clos-

topped 
Laingsburg 56-44 and Leslie 
beat Bath 53-43.

Leslie was slated to face 
Pewamo-Westphalia

ing things out at the free Westphalia
throw line though to advance
to Wednesday night’s district
semifinal against Pewamo-
Westphalia. Pewamo-Westphalia in

Kyle Fisher led the Lions Friday night’s district cham- 
with 14 points. Burd had 12, pionship 
and Dustin Houghton nine.

Dansville got 16 points
and ten rebounds from Cody
Schiebner and 15 points
from Eli Tinkle.

In the other opening round
games at Maple Valley High
School Monday, Pewamo-

The 
Blackhawks topped 
Potterville 66-62 in one 
semifinal Wednesday
evening; while the Pirates 
downed the Aggies in the 
other 47-33.

game.

Maple Valley takes a time-out to talk things over while trailing Dansville in the final 
seconds of Monday night’s Class C District opener at Maple Valley High School. 
(Photo by Amy Jo Parrish)

Em um im sim iuk

MILK

06687704

PREGO PASTA
SAUCES

25-26 OZ.4/$5 2/$/|
ICA PASTAS
SPAGHETTI & 

MACARONI 

4/$E00
1 Lb. BOX

KRAFT CHUNK
CHEESE

8oz.

301 N. Main (M-66), Nashville • 517-852-0000
SEGMENT 2 - HASTINGS

S40
March 16', 17,18 (4-6pm) 

May 28,27,28 (8:30-10:30am)

SEGMENT 1 - HASTINGS
S285

April 20 - May 7

SEGMENT 2 - NASHVILLE 
840

April 6,7,8 (8-1 Oam)

SEGMENT 1 - NASHVILLE
S285

April 3-17 (Spring Break) 
May 11 -29

life partner with parents for SAFE teen drivers!! gW
www.qreenliqhtdrivinq.net IL-

For A Limited Time

We reserve the right to limited quantities and correct printing errors. None sold to dealers or minors. 
Some items not always as pictured.

Mon -Thur. mm-iopm. FrlsSat. 6AM-Mldnlght, 
Sun. 9AM-10PM

Nashville IGA Express Accepts :

Bridge Cards > WIC

Spring Is _

5875 S.M-66, Nashville
2 miS of Nashville, corner of M-79 & M-66 

517-852-9003 
wwwlMOO-ville.com

Around The Corner!
Lunch (chili) & Soft Serve is Back!

Soup, Sandwiches & Burgers!

Stop in and welcome Sue from 
Good Time Pizza to the 

MOO-ville staff!

ICHECK
It’s Garage Sale Month 
at MOO-ville Creamery.

New people with 
new items each week.

• Tuesday - Friday 9-7 • Saturday 9-2

STORE HOURS: M-TH. 9-7 • FRI. & SAT. 9-9 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

http://www.qreenliqhtdrivinq.net
ville.com

