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by Sandra Ponsetto

Staff Writer

A group of more than a
dozen Nashville business
people, politicians and com-
munity leaders met last
Wednesday at the Mulberry
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Fore clubhouse for the sec-
ond meeting of Focus on the
Future, a group dedicated to
the economic development
of Nashville.

The group which held its
first meeting last month is

the brainchild of Tad Davis
and Orvin Moore, owners of
the Mulberry Fore Golf
Course and Mulberry Gar-
dens Banquet facility in
Nashville and Melissa Dan-
1els, one of the owners of

Daniels Funeral Home being
built west of the village on
M-79, :
“When you drive through
town you can take a look
and see a lot of new build-
ings going up. I think it's

Students at Fuller Street
and Maplewood elementary
schools will have a chance
to purchase gifts for family
and friends at the Secret
Santa Shop, which will be at
Fuller Dec, 9-11 from 8:30
am. to 2:30 p.m. and from
8:30 to noon Dec. 12, and
Maplewood Dec. 12 from
8:15 a.m. 1o 2:15 p.m. and
Dee: 13 from 8:15 am. to

2:45 p.m.

The program offered at
the schools for several years
gives children the chance o
purchase quality gifts at rea-
sonable prices with help
from PTO members and
other parent volunteers.

Joan Leos, administrative
assistant at Fuller Street,
said that Santa's Sccret
Shop is about more than

shopping.

“It’s important that chil-
dren learn the thrill of giving
as well as receiving,” she
said. “And, the children
learn about planning and
saving."”

Several weeks ago the
students at each school re-
ceived a catalog with a price
list and a bank. The children
were encouraged 1o use their

Santa's Secret Shop returns to schools

catalog to help them decide
what gifts they wanted to
buy for whom and then start
saving money from their al-
lowance or from doing
chores and such.

Leos said the children
really enjoy being able to
buy gifts for their family.

“It"s'set up just like regu-

See Secret Shop, pg. 2

Maplewood students
learn lesson in value

A recent experiment con-
ducted by Laura Smith’s and
Dave Hustwick's fourth
grade students at Maple-
wood Elementary yielded
some interesting results
about paying more money
for a name brand product.

What began as a science
project to demonstrate the
scientific method became a
real life example of con-
sumer rescarch. Though not
trained rescarchers, the stu-

dents’ efforts would indicate

that what costs most is not
always the best.

Students were given five
brands of paper towels with
which to conduct their ex-
periments. In order 1o repli-
cate conditions as closely as
possible, groups of four stu-
dents each were given an
cye dropper, water, heavy
steel washers and the five
sheets of paper towels. Ten
drops of water were placed
in the middle of a sheet of
towel, its corners were lifted

to see which is actually the strongest.

off a solid surface and the
steel washers were placed
one at a time directly upon
the damp spot. Strength and
durability of the towel was
assumed to correlate directly
with the number of washers
that it held before breaking.

Combining the results
from both rooms. the results
are as follows (note that
“ties” in strength where a
group found that two towels

Anthony Phillips, Tommy Robinson and Mykaela Woodman carefully apply pre-
cisely the right amount of water to paper towel before testing it against other brands,
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‘Focus on the Future’ seeks economic development here

time we get some good press
going about what's happen-
INg in our town,"” said Davis
after last month’s mecting.
“We have a lot invested in
this town and we want to
bring attention to the growth
that is happening in our
community.”

Davis said that he would
like 1o change the public’s
perception of Nashville,

“I've heard our town
called “Nastyville’ more
times than 1 can count,” he
said. “It’s not “Nastyville;’
it's a very nice village and
our Village Council is be-
coming very proactive about
growth,

“A lot of people seem to
forget that we are a part of
Barry County or they think
of us as an ugly step-child.
But what we have here is ac-
tually very beautiful,” added
Davis. “We want to bring at-

tention to what
about our town.”

Fred Jacobs, chairman for
the Barry County Economic
Alliance and a board mem-
ber of the Barry County
Chamber of Commerce and
vice president J-Ad
Graphics, said after last
month’s meeting that he
agrees with the plan.

“For years the Nashville
arca has been one of the
slowest arcas in the county
for new growth, but now
that growth is starting to
happen,” said Jacobs. “The
schools are showing signs of
growth as are the businesses.
When people see growth
and development happen, it
spurs more growth and de-
velopment. This arca has
real potential for growth in

is good

of

See Focus on Future, pg, 2

Laura Smith helps Dakota Gross, Casey Gardener and R. J. Browne stack metal
washers in the center of a wet paper towel to see how strong it is compared to other

brands

broke through at the same
weight were counted as be-
ing a “strongest” vote for
each towel): So Dri, 23;
Green Forest, 17; Sparkle,
12; Mardi Gras, 4; Home
Harvest, 0.

From these scientific re-
sults students learned that
the most expensive is not al-
ways the best in perform-
ance. A relatively inexpen-
sive “generic” towel and an
environmentally-friendly
“recycled” towel both
proved more durable than
several name brand towels.
The least expensive towel,
hawever, did prove to be the
least durable too.

“This type of experiment,
conducted regularly at Ma-

plewood School, helps make
‘sense from science,” said
Smith. “Stop by some time
and check us out... or add to

these findings right in your

home. Let us know what
you find out! Perhaps we
can use your data when we
really get inte graphing and
charting.”

=

Nashville

in last week

= Visitor brings taste of Mexico to
Fuller Street students
« Fire disaster averted at church in

« New Vermontville postmaster sworn

= Winter Sports Preview in this issue




the next couple of years.™

At last week's meeling,
Jacobs said the Barry
County Chamber of Com-
merce has taken a stand to
support the building of a ca-
sino near on M-179 near
U.S.-131. He added that
Nashville was in a prime lo-
cation to benefit from the
Casino.

“Where you guys sit here
in Nashville, it’s going to
have an impact on you,”
said Jacobs. “How can you
benefit if the casino goes?
That’s what it's all about.

“Here Nashville sits on
M-66 and M-79. What can
you do as a community?” he
asked. “When you look at
Nashville you have some
things going for you.”

Jacobs cited the local
farm equipment dealer. Ma-

Focus on Future, continued from page 1

ple Valley Implement, and
Good Times Pizza as good
examples of how a business’
reputation draws cuslomers
from all over the county.
“But how can you gel
people who drive through
here, who have no connec-
tion to Nashville and don’t
know anybody here and
maybe have come from St.
Johns or north of Lansing
over by DeWitt and have de-
cided to go to one of these
casinos, how can you get
them to slow down, get out
of their car and walk the

streets of Nashville?” he
asked.
“Can Nashville do it

now?" asked Jacobs. "I
don’t think so. You haven’t
got anything different than
50 towns just like yours:
they're all over the place.
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You've got to have some-
thing that’s different.”
Jacobs cited how the town
of Marshall capitalized on
its historic flavor as a way to
develop their economy.
“They created a tournist at-
traction of sorts,” he said,
“They're really trying to a
better job. They just started
staying open on Sundays,
they're trying 1o jury some
of their businesses. In facl,
they passed an ordinance a
number of years ago that
says anybody that 1s on
Main Street now that 1s not
retail can not expand in the
downtown area. You can
stay, but you can not ex-
pand. When they need to ex-
pand they can move off of
Main Street and open those
areas for more retail because
that's what they need.”

Long Term Care

The No Froblem Ropte

Auto-Owners
Insurance

Life Home Car Business

9/?/8/503:?//@08/

Transfer the financial risk of long
term care costs to Auto-Owners
Insurance Company. A
Safe.Sound.Secure” way to
protect your hard-earned
assets from this potentially
devastating expense.

Choose between several programs
Guaranteed renewable

Preferred health discounts

Premium payment plans available

TRUMBLE AGENCY
178 Main * Vermontville
(517) 726-0580

“They're building some-
thing and that’s what you
have to do here,” said Ja-
cobs.

Jacobs suggested local
merchants dress in period
clothing during the weekend
of Charlton Park’s Civil
War muster or dressing in
1950s style clothing during
the Route 66 car show.

“You need to find some-
thing that i1s different and
distinctive about Nashville,”
he added, suggesting the
town invest in period light-
ing and fix up the store front
to reflect a certain era of the
town's history.

“When you’re buildings
need fixing up, fix them up
distinctively. Right now
your buildings are just like
buildings you'd see any-
where. Try to add some-
thing; that’s what it's all
about,” said Jacobs.

Jacobs told the story of

two businessmen, one in
Boston and the other in
lowa, whose businesses

were failing to the point that

Secret Shop,
continued from
page 1 ——

lar store and there will be
volunteers there to help
them,” she said, “it’s just a
really neat expenience.”

The volunteers also enjoy
the annual event, according
to Leos.

“A lot of volunteers who
help out at the school say
this is their favorite thing all
year long,” she said. “Dawn
Fletcher does a lot of volun-
teer things for our school
and she has taken this on
and become the organizer
and has done a wonderful
job.”

Teachers at Fuller also
pitch in to help make San-
ta’s Secret Shop happen.

“Our music and art teach-
ers, Jill Schantz and Lori
Thomas, have given up their
room so we could set up
Santa’s Secret Shop,” said
Leos. “Everyone works to-
gether to make this happen.”

they were considering clos-
ing up shop and going to
work for other people when
they had an idea. Each man
took a chance and decided to
offer their customers some-
thing different, something
unique. Each man is now a
millionaire.

“You have to come up
with something that is
unique about Nashville,”
said Jacobs, “You have to
make it different, distinctive.
What are you going to do to
slow them down and get
them out of a car?

“You want to come up
with something that will
last, something that is attrac-
tive, so when people do stop
and get out of their cars,
they can’t wait to tell their
friends about 11, he added.
“It’s got to be something
you can develop. something
in your income level, some-
thing you can do as a team.

Jacobs said that Nashville
has the potential for dra
matic change.

“¥ou have something pre-
cious here, you have people
who live and
it’s their home town.”

here like 1t
here;
he said. “But, you want to
be successful along with at.
You want other people to
see the success and be a par-
ticipant. I think you can do
it; it just takes team work.”

Jacobs closed his presen-
tation with two quotes that
he said guide him in his life
and business. The first quote
was from Art Martell, “The
best way to predict the fu-
ture 1s to create 1it.”

“That’s what you have to
do in Nashville. If you want

ville, you want your busi-
nesses to grow... you have to
think, how can I make I take
this business to the next
level?" Jacobs added.

His sccond quote was
from Robert F. Kennedy,
“Some men see things as
they are and ask, ‘why?" 1
dream of things that never
were and ask, “why not?”

“I say, when it comes to
communities see things as
they are, and don’t see any-
thing wrong. We need to
dream of possibilities and
ask, ‘why not?’ I think that’s
is where Nashville is,”
added Jacobs.

Dixie Standel-Manshum,
the executive director of the
Barry County Economic Al-
liance, told the group that
there are a |l"T (‘r l‘l_ﬁL_‘_i‘lIT]‘.’ii'
tions out there that could
serve as resources for Nash-
ville. She said that David
Chase from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and
Cheryl Barth the
Michigan State Housing De-
velopment Authorily
(MSHDA) were willing to
come to future meetings and

from

lend their expertise in arcas
of rural and housing devel-

opment
Nashville Village Presi-
dent Frank Dunham said

that one of the problems fac-
ing the community is the
high number of rental units
within the village limits. He
said that an increase in sin-
gle family-owned homes
would create a more stable
base of residents.

Dunham said that Barth
had met with him and Stan-

things to be better in Nash- COﬂﬁﬂued next page
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VFW POST in NASHVILLE

..... BIG SALE

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Dolls, Jewelry, Plates, Buttons, Antiques
Big & Small Old & New
Lots of Collectibles and Misc

L

Family of the Late Nellie Harvey o

)

LOCAL CHURCH SCHEDULE

ABUNDANT LIFE
FELLOWSHIP
MINISTRIES

A Spirit-filled Church
Meeting al the Maple Leal Grange
Hwy, M-66 south of Assyria Rd.
Nashville, M| 49073
Sun. Praise & Warship 10:30 am.,
6:00 p.m,; Wed. 6:30 p.m, Jésus Club
for boys & qirls ages 4-12, Pastors
David & Rose MacDonald. An oasis of
God's love. "Whera Everyone is Some-
one Special.” For information call 1-

616-731-5194 or 1-517-852-1806

ASSEMBLY OF
GOD CHURCH

803 Reed St,, Nashville

Sunday School 10am,
Sunday

A.M. Worship 11 am
Evening Warship B p.m
Wednesday Evening

Prayer Mesting 7 p.m.

PASTOR GLENN BRANHAM

BASELINE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

9617 E. Basaline Rd
Cormer ol Baseline & Church Roads
(2 miles east of M-66 on Basaline)
Sunday School 830am
Waorship Service 11am
(Nursery Providad)

Youth Groups, Bible Study
and many other activities
Phone (616) 963-7710
REV, GLEN WEGNER

CHURCH OF
THE NAZARENE

301 Fuller St., Nashville

Sunday School 9:45 a.m
Sunday

A.M. Warship 11am,
P.M. Worship 6 p.m
Wednesday Evening:

Waorship . 7pm

REV. ALAN METTLER

CHESTER
GOSPEL CHURCH

3744 W. Vermontville Hwy,

Sunday School 945 am
Moming Worship ... ...... 11 am
Evening Worship 6 p.m
Wednesday Family

Night Service . 545 p.m

PASTOR MARC S, LIVINGSTON
Phone: 543-5488

FIRST
CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH

110 S, Main, Vermantville
Moming Worship 11am
Church School 10am.

Fellowship Time
Alter Worship

REV. ERIC LISON

SOUTH KALAMO
CHURCH

Corner of Kalamo Highway & lonia Rd

Sunday AM
Worship 10:30 a.m.
Evening Warship ......... 6pm,
Wednesday Evening at 7 p.m.;
Children's Classes
Youth Group « Adult Worship

PASTOR JEFF SWIFT

GRACE
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Meeting at Maple Valley
High Schoal
Moming Celebration 10 am
Contemporary Service,
Relevant Practical Teaching,
Nursary, Children's Classes,
Youth Group, Adult Small Groups,
Leadership Training

PASTORS: DON ROSCOE
and ROB VAN ENGEN

Phone: (517) 852-9228

GRESHAM UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

One mile N. of Varmontvlile
Hwy. on Mulliken Road

Church Service 9:30 a.:m.
Sunday School A0 &m.
Fellowship Time 10:30 am
Adult Class 10:50 am

PASTOR KATHY SMITH

NORTH KALAMO
UNITED METHDODIST
CHURCH

Worship Service ...9:30 am
PASTOR MARK THOMPSON

MAPLE GROVE
BIBLE CHURCH

8593 Cloverdale Road
(172 mie East of M-66,
5 mi, south of Nashialle)
Sunday School
AM. Sarvica 11:15.am
PM. Service & p.m
PASTOR GEORGE GAY

NASHVILLE
BAPTIST CHURCH

304 Phillips St., Nashville

10am

Sunday Schiogl . , ..9:45 a.m
AM. Service 11 am
P.M. Service 7 p.m
Wed. Service 7 p.m

PASTOR LESTER DEGROOT
PASTOR DEANO LAMPHERE
PASTOR MATT ROHDE

NASHVILLE
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
Located on the comer of
State and Washington streets
Worship Service 945 am
Sunday Schoal 11115am
PASTOR DIANNE BOWDEN

Al Home: B52-0685
Church Phone: 852-2043

PEACE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
OF BARRYVILLE

6043 E. M-79 Highway
4 miles west ol Nashville
(cor. M-79 & Barryville Rd.)
Sunday Worship . .9:115a.m. & 11.00 a.m,
(Includes Children’s Sunday School)
Other: Prayer Walk, Youth Group.
U:M. Women, Bible Study, Chaoir,
Mission Projects & more
PASTOR SUSAN TROWBRIDGE
Phone (517) 726-1495
IGNITING MINISTRY
Open Heans-Open Minds-Open Daors

QUIMBY UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH
M-78 Wast

Sunday School . 10 a.m.

Worship 11 am.

PASTOR KENNETH VAUGHT
(616) 945-9392

ST. ANDREW

& MATTHIAS

INDEPENDENT
ANGLICAN CHURCH

2415 McCann Road

Sunday Services
8/15 a.m. Maming Prayer
. 11:00 am. Holy Communion
For more information call 795-2370 or
Rew. Davd T Hustwick 848.9504
Traditional 1928 Book of Common Prayer used
tor all sarvices. Allliated with th Independant
Anglican Church (Canada Synod)

ST. CYRIL’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

203 N. State, Nashville
..2:30 am,

FATHER MIKE STAFFORD
A mission of $t. Rose Catholic
Church, Hastings

VERMONTVILLE
BIBLE CHURCH

250 N. Main St., Vermontville

Sunday School . .9:45 am,
Warship Service 11 am.
Sunday Evening Service . . . & pm.
Wed, Evening Service . ..., .7 p.m.
AWANA .7-8:30 p.m. Wed,

PASTOR DANIEL E. SMITH

VERMONTVILLE
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

108 N. Main, Vermontvilie
Sunday School . . .8:45 am.
Church Servica

PASTOR KATHY SMITH

MOST HOLY
ROSARY CHURCH

Roman Cathalic Latin Mass
314 Main, Middlevilie
Sunday Mass .
616-795-9030
FATHER PAUL ANDRADE

Sunday Mass
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From previous page

MSHDA

' MAPLE VALLEY SCHOOL
LUNCH MENUS

Thursday, Dec. 12
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Friday, Dec. 1)

* nut bread = diabetic chocolates * cherry cordials »
Eliminate Holiday Stress

Special orders
Gift Cer

cates Availabie

Little's Counlry Store
5819 Thornapple Lk Rd
(517) 852-9152

* rock candy *
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Early childhood

Early Childhood Connec-
tions of Eaton Countly has

Besides the program,
which is held at the Commu-

expanded it's “Story Stop” nity Room at Thornapple
hteracy program for children  Lake Estates, located at
3-5 years old and their par- 6335 Thornapple Lake

ents Road, on the first Wednes-

Project Fresh helps
growers, WIC clients

This year, MSU Extension
recruited four new produce
growers in Eaton (

with Project

“Tt was our goal at MSL
o promote the
federsl Woman, Infant and
Children (WIC) Farmers
Market Nutrition Program,”

Extension
ounty (o

participate
Fresh. Accepting
Charlotte were The Country

coupons in

said Jonmi Hlinka, Project : 3 3
I :I " i fnatt Mill, Appleschiram Orchards
‘resn CoOrdinalor A ' 1 i
t“ . program  provide and Cook's Blueberry Farm
19 LIRS gl 1 } N ] ~ e 5 " _‘. . Wes COF
low-income families with In Edton Rapids, sweet corn

growers Harold and Bev

special coupons that can be

; Whiting also participated
it fresh fruits and U S O
N oy I'his was an increase of four
- own e 1y,
ek firy new growers as compared 1o
=CL encOurdages um .
inly one farm participant in
ited resource families 1o use ’ =
Eaton County in 2001
more fresh fruit and vegeta A tel 550)
. ApPproximalely ;
bles in their family meals PP fes i

coupon packets were distrib-
uted to families in Eaton
County. Of those, Eaton

and increase the sales at

Jocal farm markets

MSU Extension, in part- =
: County growers accepted
nership with the Barry- ARS Baior i oy th $770.00
3 8D COUPONs waor L
Eaton District Hepiilpales e RaRo s WOrliyrd

This was an 18 percent
increase in redemption rates
from 2001.

MSU continues to seek
new local fresh farm produc-
ers o participate in Project
Fresh. Call Hlinka at (517)
543-2310 for more informa-
tion

Department-WIC Program,
provided Project Fresh
coupon recipients with nutri-
tion education on choosing,
storing, and preparing fresh
produce, enabling them to be
eligible for a coupon packet
worth $20.

THE SECURITY OF A CD PLUS THE POWFROF |8

THE MARKET.

v theres an FDIC insured Certificate of Deposti that offers

the potential higher returns ol the

Market Rate CO from State Farm: Bank® Call mie 1o got staried

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE

over 51

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
STATE FARM 15 THERE®

e ety el servies s avslable 1wl g
TTRBIR  STATE TARM BANK = HOME OFFICE. BLOOMWING TN, 1LLINOGS » saiefitmn

.\:n.-l:)h

=T o T . 1
el LESISUIE S 3 e FEL ol
td_ Ll e ol L A o i

Drop your
packages
off

we're convenient
& economical

We ship
via UPS!

= — e

E =s—emnn RIS

) WACE PR

package you

The next i
ship with us! ;

219 NOETH MAIN STEEET

852-0845
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‘Story

Stop’ program expands

day of each month from 11
a.m. 10 noon, there 15 now a

second session that will
meet on the second Wednes-
day of the month, from

] 1a.m. to noon in the gym at
Kellogg School. located at
324 Queen St in Nashville

Joan Leos. the Maple Val-
ley Schools coordinator for
Early Childhood Connec-
tions, said she wants expec
lant parenis and the parents
of children between the birth
and 5 years of age to be
aware of the services that
are available to them
Early Childhood
Connections

Leos said that when fami-
Early

onneclions,

through

lies register with
Childhood
they will receive mailings, a
special gift for their child
and on-going information
about times and
things
with their children during
the preschool years.

‘Children between birth
and 5 years old are able to
learn more than at any other
time of life.,” said Leos.
“Give your child the gift of
a high LO. (intelligence
quotient) through positive
interaction; you can influ-
ence your child’s L.Q. by
some 4() points.

“Yes, you can shape a lit-
tle genius right in your home
— just by doing what you
do,” she added. “And, guess
what? It is fun stuff, done
purposefully, like singing
songs, reading books, talk-
ing and saying rhymes,
working with Play-Doh, col-
oring, playing music — fun
stuff!™

Leos encourages parents
to get started by bringing
their child to one of the
Story Stop programs or h\
calling her at (517) 852
9468 or Kaye Scichfield at
(517) 726-0149.

Call 945-9554
for Maple
Valley News

ACTION-Ads!

special

parents can share

. ")
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Adam Brumm, president of the Barry County chapter of the ‘\latmrnl Wwild Turi- ey

Federation, talks to students about wild turkey calls

First-graders
learn about

wild turkeys 1

First
Kin_;;'\ class at Fuller Street
Elementary learned about
wild turkeys from Adam
Brumm, the father of one of
their classmates and the
president of the Barry
County chapter of the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federa-
tion

During the presentation,
which was also sponsored
by the Pierce Cedar Creek
Institute, the children were
shown how to make and use
wild turkey calls.

The children also wrote
stories about what they
learned about wild turkeys
and their preservation.

“They learned a lot of in-
formation about turkeys.
Like, a baby male turkey is
called a jake and a female
baby turkey is called a
jenny,” said King., "It was
good way to help us wrap up
ourunit on turkeys.”

In addition to fac
turkeys,

EWING
WELL
DRILLING
INC.

OFFERING COMPLETE
WATER & WELL
DRILLING & PUMP

SALES & SERVICE
4" TO 12” WELLS
* Residential
* Commercial
* Farm

-graders in Tammi

ts about

the classroom re

s

| We stock a complste fine of
* Pumps * Tanks

* Plastic & Steel Pip

» Other Well Supplies

WE OWN OUR OWN
EQUIPMENT & DO
OUR OWN WORK.

Matthew D. Ewing
Owner

GRAVEL WELLS
A SPECIALTY

Estimates Available

(517) 726-0088

10076 NASHVILLE HwY.
VERMONTVILLE

i

Adam Brumm shows the students in Tammi King's
first grade class a tail from a wild turkey.

ceived a kit containing a les-
son plans and a CD-ROM
and video aboul turkeys

book marker,
cil from the federation.

Each c¢hild also received a
ruler and pen-

| Mom's quilts
were the
prettiest in her
quilting circle,
| but now she
{ isn’t interested
in talking to
anyone about
{ the quilts that
she spent so
much time on.
We at Woodlawn Meadows offer a delightful
alternative to nursing homes with our qrmhry

assisted living facility that provides specialized
alzheimer's/dementia care

= 24 Hour Compassionate Care
* Respite Care

* Emergency Call System

= Dementia Care

* Individual Personal Assistance
= Barber & Beauty Shop

* Podiatric Care

* Complete Laundry & Housekeeping
» Activity Programming

* Wheelchair Accessibility

* Medication Management

zc)ﬂ(?(}ﬂﬂlﬂﬂ__ // L.’::IJ(UUS

Ietizement C ’iﬂ(’aqe

1821 N. East St. Hasting;

An Assisted Living &
opecialized Memary Care Community

269-948-4921

!
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explain, I didn’t know what to say. Just then a young man
“He’s,not here because 1 had suggested stopping at  skidded his BMX bike to a

the kids keep stealing him,” the park as a way to capture halt near the nativity send-

said a man standing next to a little Christmas spirit. This ing up a rooster tail of mud.

by Sandra me. obviously wasn’t what [ had “What the...”
“Oh,"” I said dumbly. hoped for. “Hey, what do you think
P()nsetto “Why would someone “It’s a real shame,” said 5 .

want to steal Jesus?" asked someone else. “Kids just

my oldest. “Don’t they don’t have any respect these See Christmas page 6
know stealing is wrong?” days...” .

Bringing back Christ Be their Hero .
“It just doesn’t seem like snow and sighed a silent surrounded on three sides by fr‘o age er@
Christmas without snow,” prayer, “God, we sure could glorious old churches. -
sighed my oldest daughter, use some Christmas spirit, " *It’s so beautiful.” said
as she looked out the win-  but right now I think it the 6-year-old. twirling be- LAUGH
dow of the van at a dull gray would take a miracle.” neath the candy cane arch.,
landscape of barren trees Just then I spotted thou- “But,” she added wist-
and withered grass. sands of glowing multi-col- fully as she took my hand. Listen to the Children's laughter, it's
“I'm tired and 1 want to  ored lights up ahead in “It would look so much pret- o
go home,” complained my HTUH\UH l‘.uk. tier with snow. It just A -
youngest. “Let’s stop and take a doesn't seem like Christmas reminder to
It had been one of those walk in the park.,” I sug- without snow.”
days. My husband and | had  gested hopetully. “1 know. Bul, there’s still U all that
spent the entire afternoon “Yeah,” said my husband a few days left before g
Christmas shopping in Kala- a smile starting to creep Christmas: we might get G 4
mazoo with our daughters, across his face. “They really some yet,” 1 said as ‘u.':_ QQ“HQ 15 []OOU for everyone no matter . .(.";!"
who were then 6 and 4 years do a good job decorating the  walked over 1o the nativity . - A .
old. We had just finished park every year. Let's do set up at the north end of the H :
dinner at a restaurant where  t!” park ow big or small
the service was as .L'IUILI '.?I'u'l - \-'t"f:\\'.". Can we go We joined a group of Even babiles knowthaffaughten‘s the best medicine!’
bland as the food. The girls  there?” said my oldest, her about 10 people who were Laughing decreases the level of certain stress hormones, reduces muscle
were tired and cranky and so eyes ‘ISI“LL.‘[ as Saucers as -silju' ';1‘ ng !-” ”1; display. tension, and provides a boost to the immune system Latighing is also a form
were we. spotted the giant candy y daughters were en- : 3 s e
“When will we get CLI]LIS forming an arch over thralled with the life-size ?eisbo‘l"ldéﬂg btitweenrparent ald ;hild When a parent tickles a baby, the baby
homel iwhinied (e dvear thoelogalls Hgures of Mary, Joseph and ponds with a smile or laugh. Parents usually respond to a baby's laughter
o, WA AL e o “Pretty!" said the young- the shepherds and wise men with their own laughter, and by doing so reap the health benefits! So, maybe
yet?"” est with more enthusiasm “Mommy, where's the baby knows best!!
“Soon,” I replied. “Soon.” : a : T baby Jesus?” aske 1y
ag L g eSbuih :jhl:" aikatd IO yESBTEeot luggin';:::] ::1: December is National Stress Free Family Holiday Month-—-Remember to Laugh,
muttered my husband. We pulled into a parking sleeve and pointing at the Laug/? Laugh..........
I looked out the window  gpace and after we made €mpty manger, ; 20 .
of our mini-van at the cold, e\fm- evervone was bundled “Idon’t know; sometimes sh Eal'l,YC.hllthd 400 S. Nelson St., Potterville, MI 48876
desolate streets of down- up with ‘hats, gloves and Ppeople don’t put the baby ‘ COHHEC‘{’IOHS (517) 645-4500
town Kalamazoo, devoid of  scarves, we started wander- Jesus in the manager until b

cven a dusting of Christmas  jhe through the gaily-lit park Christmas Eve...” | started to

Advertisement

Finally...High-Quality/Low Cost Internet
Service comes to Barry County!

By PAUL STOWERS

You may have seen their  their frustrating dial-up  per minute for Intemet good that they don’t need  also allows us not only to  better. They recently
billboards as you drive service. MSN, not being access. Netpenny.net has  to  ‘lock’™ people in  keep cost low but gives us  added Spam/Virus
North of Hastings (see much better charges no ‘contracts’, no ‘set up contracts and as  the the ability to monitor our filtering, FREE for every
picture} — A company $21.95 per month and in  fee's’ and they don"t even  President is quoted as  usage and add lines when  customer and in their first
called Netpenny.Net  most cases will hit you up  require a credit card. saying “We don’t think its  needed so our customers month offering this FREE

based in Grand Rapids fora ‘contract’. Thenyou They're fast and reliable fair to charge people a don’t run into  busy service they stopped over
has recently come to  have a multitude of local too and if you have a hard  ‘set up’ fee when people  signals and disconnects 22,000 ‘porn/junk’ emails
Barry County and 1s Intemet companies time believing what your sign-up because ‘happy like they are so use to and 379 nasty virus's

reading then  customers’  tell  their  having with other ISP's™.  from getting to
sign up for Inends and family about  He'll also be the figst to°  Netpenny.net customers.
their ‘risk us and that more than tell you that their Netpenny truly is
free trial” and  makes up the difference™  ‘automated online sign-up a° company Yyou can
s¢e for Making claim to another process’ saves Netpenny proudly tout 1o your
yourself. one of his companies a lot of money too. The friends and family and by
Netpenny.net  features, Maning 15 also  Vice President of the way Uts in your best

only has one quoted as saying “We  Marketing says he's never  interest to do so because
billing  rate  understand that a lot of had an easier job because  Netpennymnet will credit

and not only people cither don’t have  so many people aretelling  your account $5.00 for
is it simple, credit cards or don’t want  their friends and family  everyone you refer

is fair to give their credit card members about Netpenny For more info
because you information out and that He states, “And why about Netpennynet see
only pay for is fine with us because we  wouldn’t they, they get therr ad the newest

making quite a splash  charging you'§19.95,

what you use. They have simply allow people to  better service and in some  addition of the Ameritech

.:ln:tlfﬁitl\' hm\:.llll‘[: ul\lzi:r dial-u !I\I;H:TI‘LI‘TI‘}I a:]rl\i:::: a4 5495 minimum charge  pay by check cases  customers are  Yellow Pages or just go
:]‘u};:i:t\i S pricing \\-;tl1 Tm_;” }'f'.l.\lll![::‘\' snd each month, hi)wr;\cr this When ask hu_\v Saving as HIULI]. as 5227 1o their website;

> .'Qn:Ipcim;' is the Batle Creck "phunv :uclu_dw 495 ~ minutes lh-_'}-_:nr-: able to offer per year, that’s a car W\I\'w.nmpcnn);ncl or
Btainokild of David numbers as well ag local {.&L:‘. hours) of Internct }4.‘):‘. a month .Imumct payment or a \wckct_1d call lh\.;ll' iuil)-TJcc number
Brownts Nasitliahiean T LARRUES s A e Service, they simply Service :.md. 5ll|.|. _glv‘.'c gclllkl.\.\i't}, Just _t-_=r I—XBS—.-.-?R—?..BQ. 1 l.l
T e hlsp:lrl:wr West Michigan cities all charge I_t‘ penny per j:_.'n':.lt cuiu-:;w{- .?cm.u‘: .\\111-..!-1;:1;%'“ Internet .\\L\l.lli:l. be in }:jur Jl?'hf
have teamed up on what  the way North to Cadillac ~ Minute after that with a T\I‘Mrm:_: o ; (T(.“‘_Sl S o =y [m"r"‘\l _“‘ 208 3%
Wil fevolutionize’  the. as well &S  most Of the = Maximvm monthly charge kept low by utilizing a As a user of Remember, switching

of $14.95, which if you datacenter located 85 feet  Netpenny.net’s.  service could save you enough
ask me is still a fantastie  underground in the old for over 8 months now I  money to help you make
pricc  for  unlimited gypsum mines in Grand can personally vouch that 4 car payment, or you
service. Netpenny claims Rapids.  There's  no  Netpenny.net continues to could use it to lake a
that their service is §o heating and air- surpass my expectations weekend getaway year

conditioning cost. This and make things even after year, after year.

pricimg for dial-up  Lakeshore.  Netpenny's
Intemet and it's about unbelievable SuCcess
time. AOL of course takes root in their slogan
leads the way, charging “It just makes cents” -
$23.90 per month for charging only 1¢ penny



Netpenny.Net
Netpenny.net
Netpeimy.net
Netpenny.net
Netpenny.net
Netpenny.net
Netpenny.net
http://www.netpenny.net
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Visitor brings a taste of Mexico to Fuller students

The students in Mindy
Otto’s second grade class at
Fuller Street Elementary got
a taste of Mexico when
Manuel Leos, the husband
of Fuller Street Administra-
tive Assistant Joan Leos,
visited recently.

“In my master’s class
we're learning about how to
create a learning community

- MAPLE VALLEY
A\ Real Estate

within the classroom.” said
Otto.

Since Otto has incorpo-
rated Spanish into her daily
classroom activities, she de-
cided to make her classroom
a multicultural learning
community.

“It was great because we
knew someone (Leos) in the
community who was of

227 N. MAIN ST., NASHVILLE

Phone (517) 852-1915 Fax: 852-9138

Web Site: www.lansing-realestate.com

=
HWNS"

WANMBANTH

Latin American descent who
could come into the class-
room and talk to the children
about his cultural heritage.

“I just asked him to come
in and talk to the children,
but they (Manuel and Joan
Leos) went above and be-
yond what I expected,” she
added.

The couple went to a

Member of Greater Lansing Association of
Realtors, and Multiple Listing Services;
Also Grand Rapids Multiple Listing Service

= ]

Broker, Homer Winegar, GRI
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

Joan & Homer Winegar, GRI
Nyle Wells, GRI (Assoc. Broker)
Jerry Reese (Sales Associate)

s TR

e

LOCATED ON 4+ ACRES -

BEAUTIFUL BRICK RANCH

Large Kitchen, breakfast island, 2 newly remodeled baths,
paved circle drive, newer roof, cherry & oak throughout, cedar

lined closets, central air, located close lo town on paved road
in a country setting. Call Jerry. $179,900

“MANY NEWER
IMPROVEMENTS™ IN
MASHVILLE

2 story, 3 bedroom home,
hard-
wood floors in Kitchen & din-
ing room, newer vinyl siding,
windows & roof. Some appli-
ances Included. Call Nyle to

tastefully decorated,

see. FHANVA Terms (N-174)

$83,9001
PRICE REDUCEDII
OCCUFPANCY AT CLOSEIl
SELLERS WILL LOOK AT

ALL REASONABLE OFFERSI
room,
kitchen & dining "combo”,
car

3 bedrooms, living
min floor laundry, 1
garage, home updated in
90's. Central air & furnace |
year old, nice shade trees.
Creat
home in Mashville. Call

Jerry. (N-169)

starter or retirement

LIVING AT ITS

BESTI SOUTH OF
NASHVILLE ON

BLACKTOF ROAD.

3 bedrooms, 2 baths,

walkout basement, 2

garage, fenced back yard are

full

Just a few of the features. This

one won't
todayl

lastll Call Nyle

(CH-166)

VACANT LAND:

VERMONTVILLE - BUILDING
LOT - PRICED REDUCEDII
Suitable for “walk-oul” basement.
wooded, good location, all sur-
veyed. Call Myle for details. City
waler & sewer, (VL-150)
7 ACRES NORTH OF VER-
MONTVILLE
On blacktop road, possible walk-
out building site & pond site, sur-
veyed, perked, permit for driveway,
natural gas available. Seeded o
alfalfa hay. Call Homer, (V1-145)

car

(CH-171)

rooms,
place, central air, some appli-

OCCUFPANCY AT CLOSE -
NASHVILLE
FPRICE REDUCED!

GREAT "STARTER" OR

“RETIREMENT” HOME.
2 bedroom. kitchen, living
room, dining, 1st floor laundry,
appliances included, many
newer improvements, 1 1/2 car
garage, Very nice property &
yard. Call Homer, Occupancy at
closell (N-173)

M

ances,
Homer,

« Multiple Listing Service (MLS) * Home Warranty Available

Eves. 726-0223
726-1234
852-5066

JUST OUTSIDE VILLAGE
LIMITS NASHVILLE ON 4
ACRES.

Greal retirement/starter home

'in country on 4 acres, 2 bed-
full basement, fire-
2 car garage. Call

(CH-179)

NORTH OF VERMONTVILLE
SECLUDED SETTING IN
THE WOODS ON 10 ACRES
OF LAND

Ranch home, 5 bedrooms & 3
baths. Room for the family to
have horses & animals, lots of
wildlife to enjoy, Call
Homer.

(CH-177)

IN COUNTRY ON 20 ACRES
NASHVILLE.
Beautifully updatec

eled farm hot
\

gmim\‘ L trees, (II;
n

er updates to men-
tion, Central air, peaceful set-
ting, possible acreage spit.
Horse enthusiasl, take a lookl
$179,900. Call Jerry. (CH-168)

remn

COUNTRY GET AWAYT
Sharp ranch on 5 acres, 3 car
garage, plus small barn for
horses etc. Complete with
pond and in-ground pool,
walkoul basement, partly fin-
ished, Call Nyle today before it
is gonel (CH-176)

NICE COUNTRY HOME.
Mashville 2 story 4 bedrooms,
2 baths, fieldstone fireplace,
oak kitchen, home office,
main floor laundry, two "3 sea-
son porches”, includes appli-
ances, central air & barn. Call
Jerry. $159,900. (CH-175)

e e D
AFFORDABLE COUNTRY
LIVING!

Cute 3 bedroom, 1 bath home
on 1 acre with 2 car garage &
additional shop or storage
area. Priced to buy.

Call Myle.

(CH-167)

IN MASHVILLE!
GREAT “"STARTER” OR
“"RETIREMENT” HOME

Cute 2 bedroom one story
home. Many recenl updates
Vinyl siding. Nice corner lot
Priced to buy at $69,900,
Appliances are included. Call
Myle today.

(N-178)

i Ik "a g Sy

e -

FRICE REDUCED TO
$145,00011
3 BEDROOM RANCH ON
1.8 ACRES.

2 full baths. walkout base-
ment,
garage/shop building. All on
blacktop
Vermontville. Call Nyle for pri-
vate showing,

fenced yard, 2 car

road, south of

(CH-165)

Mexican bakery in Lansing
and brought in six different
“pan de dulces,” or sweel
breads for the children to
sample.

“He told the students
about the pastries and how
he remembered some of
them from his childhood,”
said Otto. “The pastries
were very different from the
doughnuts you get at Fel-
pausch, so the kids were
kind of surprised — they
liked some of them.”

Leos also made authentic
cinnamon cocoa for the chil-
dren, which they enjoyed.

Otto said her students
were thrilled to hear some-
one speak Spanish to them.

“He rolls his ‘R’s and the
kids really enjoyed hearing
someone speak the authentic

Manuel Leos shows the students in Mindy Otto's
class how to mix cinnamon cocoa.

Christmas, continued from page 5 ——

There was a general mur-
mur of disapproval as the
shaggy-haired young man,
wearing baggy khaki's, an
army surplus jacket and bat-
tered sneakers got off his
bike and stepped over the
yellow cord that surrounded
the nativity.

The murmur of disap-
proval turned to a gasp of
surprise as the young man
walked up to the manger,
reached into the tattered
messenger bag he wore
slung over his shoulder and
pulled out a life-size figure
of the baby Jesus.

Everyone watched in
stunned silence as he gently
placed the Jesus in the man-
ager then paused and bowed
his head for a brief moment.

“Hey, thanks.” said one of
the onlookers as the kid
stepped back over the yel-
low cord and headed toward
his bike.

“Where'd you find him?”
asked another.

“In the bushes near the
Baptist church,” responded
the kid as he mounted his
bike.

“Some kids in the neigh-
borhood think it's funny to
steal him.” he said as he
sped off into the night. “My

friends and I keep bringing °

him back.”
“He found the baby Je-
sus,” said my youngest look-

ing up at me with sparkling
eyes.

“He brought back Christ-
mas,” added the oldest.

“Yeah, I guess he did.” 1
said as tears pricked at the
corners of my eyes. “He
brought back Christmas.”

As we walked through the
park back to our van, the
girls laughed and danced
and my heart filled with joy
as snow began to fall like a
silent benediction.

The students in Mindy
Otto's second grade class
sample Mexican pastries.

language,” said Otto. “And,
they (the students) got to
show him what they could
do and he was impressed.

“1 think it was a greal way
to expose the students to
something different: it was
wonderful,” she concluded.

NEWEST
CITIZEN

GIRL, Jennifer and Aaron
Gonser of Vermontville
announce the birth of their
daughter, Emilee Jo, on Oct.
24 at Hayes Green Beach
Hospital in Charlotte. She
weighed nine pounds, four
OUnCces.

Grandparents are Pat and
Bonnie Ripley of
Vermontville, and Larry and
Judy Gonser of Nashville
Great-grandparents are
Maxine Hines of Sunfield,
Elaine Ripley of
Vermontville, and Myron
and Celora Shilling of
Charlotte. Emilee joins a sis-
ter, Alyssa.

-, -
ST

209 §. Pease Rd.
Vermontville, MI 49096

The Dog House
% % & Pet Grooming

Professional Grooming of All Breeds
Graduare of Michigan Schoal }J_,f't-';i'l:l:.r-'_‘ Casmetology
=Hand Scissoring <Fluff Drying sEars & (;':‘mn.a‘\
Cleaned Grooming to Owner’s Request

~ Now OFrerING Pick Up
Call for appointment (517) 726-0005

AND DELIVERY ~

Claude Hine,
Groomer

Over Your Head In Debt?
LIQUIDATION—REORGANIZATION

Bankruptcy

Michael J. McPhillips

945-3512

Evening Appointments Available

Saturday Hours
8 a.m. -Noon

!

by
...{,‘
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Chaplain Cathy Ann Vessecchia

Potterville - Cathy wentto
be with our Lord Saturday,
Nov. 30, 2002 at the age of
49.

She was the beloved
daughter of Charles and
Janice Bumgardner of Ver-
montville (formerly of Sun-
field), also surviving family
are her brother, Bob (Kathy)
Bumgardner of Sunfield,
sisters, Nancy (Larry)
Trask, Ginny (David) Chase
both of Vermontville, and
Sharon Beech of Potterville,
nephew, Marc Trask of
Bellevue, nieces, Cheryl
Knoll of Grand Haven, Anne
Trask of Bellevue, Denise
Chase and (Ted Kurdziel Jr.)
of Spring Lake, great nep-
hew, Christ-opher Knoll of
Grand Haven, and Cameron
Pifer of Bellevue, and many
aunts and uncles in Virginia
and Tennessee,

From a young age, Cathy
felt the call of Christ upon
her heart to become a coun-
selor to the emaotionally
wounded. She did not judge
what she saw and heard

It was her mission lo be a
promoter of peace.

Cathy graduated from
Liberty Baptist College
(Lynchberg, VA) in 1985

with a masters in ministry

Then she became a coun-
selor and conducted a ladies
ministry ata local church for
many years.

She was a founding mem-
ber of Barry Community
Hospice in Hastings, she
was a chaplain at Pennock
Hospital for 15 years. In
1990 she was a chaplain at
Fort Jackson Army Hospital
in South Carolina.

Laura

DeBolt —

DEWITT - Laura DeBolt,
age 68, of DeWitt, formerly
of Vermontville, died
Thursday, Dec. 5, 2002,

Miss DeBolt was born
Dec. 31. 1933 in Kalamo
Township, the daughter of
Clarence and Esther
(Kellogg) DeBolt.

She worked at Transitions
North for the past eight
years.

She is survived by brother
Louis
Vermontville, sister Eleanor
(Gary) Kinnie of Dover,
Tenn., several nieces,
nephews, cousins and care-
givers al the DeWitt Home,

She was preceded in death
by brother Wesley in 2001.

Funeral services were
held on Saturday, Dec. 7,
2002 at Pray Funeral Home
in Charlotte. Pastor Wes
Emerson offictated.
Interment was at Maple Hill
Cemetery in Charlotte.

There will be no visita-
tion,

If desired, memorial con-
tributions may be made to
the family.

Arrangements were made
by Pray Funeral Home in
Charlotte.

She had a non-profit
christian counseling office
for the last 12 years.

In 2001-2002 she was a
part time chaplain at Spar-
row Hospital E.R. in
Lansing.

She was also spokesper-
son for the National Kidney
Foundation, and Womens
Abuse Foundation.

She was an accomplished
musician from the age of 15
as lead singer of Cathy and
the Sounds of the South.
She was also a member of
the Country Music Assoc-
1ation with a D.J. license.

Cathy had two darling
poodles, Sissy, and Shelby,
whom she considered her
children.

She was a loyal daughter,
sister, aunt, and friend. She
ran the race, fought the good
fight, stood on her faith, and
gave Christ all of her life.

Funeral services were
held Wednesday, Dec. 4,
2002 at the Sunfield United
Brethren Church. A inter-
ment service followed at the
Sunfield Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions may be made to the
Rennuchi Hospitality
House, c¢/o RFH, PO. Box
36, Sunfield, MI 48890

For more information,
www.legacy.com
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Elwood Raymond “Duke” Hawkins

GRAND LEDGE - EI-

wood Raymond “Duke™
Hawkins, of Grand Ledge,
passed Monday, Dec. 2,
2002 at his residence at the
age of 88.

He was born Sept. 19,
1914 in Vermontville, ML,
the first child of Ray and
Hattie (Bale) Hawkins.

He was a World War II
veleran, serving in the Army
Air Forces in the Pacific. He
was a lifeime member of
the VFW Post 8260 in
Nashville, MI.

He retired in 1974 after
working for more than 30
years at Motor Wheel Corp.
in Lansing, and was a farmer
in Grand Ledge for many
years as well.

After retiring, Mr
Hawkins enjoyed 19 years
of fishing every day possi-
ble.

Elwood was a loving and
devoted husband and father,

He was preceded in death
by his wife of 59 years,
[dabelle (Graham), his bro-
ther, Lawrence and recently
his  sister, Anna Mae
(Hawkins-Schaub) Antico.

Surviving are his two sis-

ters, Lucille Carroll of Port-
land, and Eleanor Rawson
of Grand Rapids, his daugh-
ter, Gloria McCoy (Gerald
Fay), and his grandson, Pat
(Tina) McCoy of Lansing,
and many nieces and
nephews and wonderful
friends and neighbors.

He will be greatly missed
by them. He was a man of
great character and determi-
nation.

Funeral services were
held Monday, Dec. 9, 2002

at the Rosier Funeral Home,
Mapes-Fisher Chapel, Sun-
field. A military graveside
service followed at the
Sunfield Cemetery

For those wishing, contri-
butions may be made 1o the
cancer, or alzheimer’s fund,
c/o RFH, P.O. Box 36, Sun-
field., Ml 48890. For more
information www.legacy.

Arrangements were made
by Rosier Funeral Home,
Mapes-Fisher Chapel. Sun-

CoBB
Welll Drillitag & Repair

field.

Y

Residential * Commercial * Farm
Submersible & Jet Pump & Tank
Sales - Service
2", 5" Well Drilling & Repair

Vermontville

Richard Cobb » David Cobb

517-726-0377

'2?0_ N. Pease Rd.

rﬂ; 0.

Mich. Lic. #23-1748

(Judy) DeBolt  of

“Kids know when people really care for them and my kids like the people at Pennock.

Pennock
HEALTHSERVICES

}'aa

" . 0
Partpers in pers

“‘l\ ]

w{gssicnal. Progressjye -
d

Te

It’s Our Pledge.

i

Pennock Partner,
Carrie Wilgus, M.D.,
Pediatrician

“At Pennock, Personal Care
is More Than a Promise.”

Families that could go anywhere, count on Pennock Health Services. Why? Just ask Teresa Heide.

Pennock’s emergency staff and physicians like Dr. Wilgus really understand kids. They ease their fears, and make time to
thoroughly care for my kids’ special needs. They even call us at home to follow up on our progress. I was born at
Pennock, our Kids were born there, too. My family and I really appreciate the quality of care so close to home.”

Find out how Pennock Health Services can
be your family's partner for personal, pro-
fessional and progressive care. To leamn
more or find a Pennock affiliated physician,
call us at (269) 945-1749.

1009 W. Green Street, Hastings « WWW.PENNOCKHEALTH.COM
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Winter Sports Preview

Lions must overcome low numbers and foes

Maple Valley's Joe Desrochers (bottom) at 125 tries to find the best way fo es-
cape from the Vikings Ryan King. (Photo by Brett Bremer)

Head Coach Chris Rick-
cits who 15 entering his 29th
year with Maple Valley's
varsity wrestling team savs
he hopes that good senior
and a strong
sophomore class will be
enough to take the Lions on
to league and district titles
this winter

Senior Brandon Brooke at
135 and sophomore Ben
Boss at 140 return to the
team after being state quali-
fiers at the end of last sea-
s0n.

leadership

Also back is senior Josh
Grasman looking to do some
damage at 215.

New to the varsity team is
senior Ben Swan at 275, and
sophomores Joe Desrochers
(130) and Eric Totten (145).

Fhose grapplers make up
the core of the team that is
sill very young and will
have to battle hard to make
up for its low numbers.

If Maple Valley hopes to
make a run for a SMAA
crown it’ll have to go
through Dansville, Leslie,
and Olivet at the top.

Districts could be made
tougher. because the team
has been bumped up to Divi
ston 111

Fhe Lions opened their
scason last Thursday with a
tri-match at Lakewood
against Shelby and the host
Vikings. Kind of like being
between a rock and a hard
place.

Valley dropped both
matches beginning with a
54-12 decision
Shelby.

At 215, Grasman started a
quick night for 215 pounder
from Shelby. Grasman got
the pin just 21 seconds in,
but the Lions already trailed
at that point 27-6.

After losing a lead in the
third period at 119, Kevin
Fassett scored a takedown in
the final seconds to carn an
10-8 victory,

Boss began his run at a
return to state by riding ‘out
a 7-6 lead through the entire
final period to get Valley's
final points of the match.

In"the night cap the Lions
were downed by the team
ranked third in the state, the
Lakewood Vikings.

After downing Shelby,
the Vikings got the best of
Maple Valley, 62-9.

Grasman and Lakewood's
Geoff O'Donnell  both
pinned their opponent at 215

against

Maple Valley's Jeff Tot-
ten (right) tries to fight
free of the grasp of Lake-
wood's Brandon Carpen-
ter. (Photo by Brett Bre-
mer)

from Shelby in 21 seconds,
and when the two butted
heads Grasman came away
with a 5-0) victory.

Valley's other returning
state qualifier. Boss, pinned

The 2002-2003 Lion varsity wrestling team

his opponent at 135 to gel
the Lions second and final
points of the evening.

Maple Valley’s coaches
knew that wrestling at Lake-
wood would be a tough
night for their kids, but they
hope it will serve as a wake
up call to show them how
much they have left to learn.

The Lions wrestled at the
Concord Invitational on Sat-
urday Dec. 7. This week
they wrestle against Leslie
and Saranac on Thursday
Dec. 12 and Saturday they
travel 1o another tough tour-
nament, the Thornapple Kel-
logg Invitational.

Josh Grasman rises
from his win at 215
against Lakewood's Geoff
O'Donnell. (Photo by
Brett Bremer)

(front from left) Tyler Greenfield
Kevin Fassett, Brandon Krouse, Coach Chris Ricketts, Matt Brumm, Joey Des-
rochers, Laura Trumble, (back) Eric Totten, Ben Swan, Matt Conklin, Josh Gras-
man, Lance Harvey, and Ben Boss. (Missing from photo are Coach Tony Wawier-
nia, Jake McMillon, and Andrew Gaber.)

DIANA'S
PLACE

Mashville

852-9481

10030 Thornapple LK. Rd.,

[ ™M-66
TIRE

7775 Saddlebag Lk. Rd.
Lake Odessa

374-1200

KEN’S
STANDARD
SERVICE

209 §. Main, Vermontville

726-0589

REED STREET
AUTO PARTS and
FEED STORE

1008 Reed St., Nashville

852-9500

KENT OIL &
PROPANE

M-66 at Village Limits,
Nashville

852-9210

PIZZA

GOOD TIME

WOLEVER'S

L¥NN DENTON AGENCY, INC.

CARL'S SUPER

FARM BUREAU

MUSSER

L]

REAL ESTATE

135 Washington,
Vermontville

726-0637

Hours: Mon., Tues,, 10-10;
Wed., Thurs. & Sat, 10-11:
Fri. 10-Midnight; Sun. 11-10

852-1985 or
852-1986

M-C REPAIR &
TOWING

10708 Kinsel Hwy.,
Vermontville

.. 852-1649 |

INSURANCE MARKET, INC. SERVICE iy
999 Reed St., ‘EH\

111 N, Main St., Nashville 106 S. Main St., Nashville b

852_2005 ) Nashville oy
| Fax 852-3949 852-1991 852-9446 N

1| FURNITURE
STRIPING

By Elaine and Stuart
Stuart Southworth, Owner 1823 Coville Rd., 870 S. Main St.,
538 Sherman, Nashville Woodland Vermontville \

i, 8522500 | |, 852-0043 | |, 367-4544 4 | 7260514 | |

SHIRLEY'S
ICHUCK WAGON
CAFE

202 N. Main St., Nashville

VERN’S

CITIZENS 1§
REPAIR

L.L.C. CO. iy




Almost all of volleyball
squad returns for Lions

Not only does the Maple
Valley volleyball
team return nine players
from last year's squad, many
of them are in their third
year plaving together

Lions Head Coach Kelly
Becklin 1s very

about it Gordeneer

Silsbee . That

t group is also

Ve-

ind Michelle

varsity The team is lopking to use
that experience lo improve joined by classmate
upon last year's 8-22 record ronika Pitukova
Seniors returning (o the
team include Krystal Root
Jessie Grant, Jessica Mans-
ficld, Jennifer Grant, Ashley

Chayla Robles and Megan
Putnam are back on the var-

sity for their jupior cam-
paign, and Kyndra Rool re-

excited

{

Cheering on the Lions

The 2002-2003 Lion varsity sideline cheerleaders. (front from left) Heather
Clark, Summer Hill, Amber Terberg, Melissa Nisse, (middle) Coach Kristi Priddy,
Andrea Eaton, Jerrica Ashcraft, Ashley Trumble, Maria Yusupova, Coach Donna

Nisse, (back) Matt Root, Nick Burpee, Cashel Harp, Mike Mead, and Kendrick
Coplin.

Cmpetive cheer tein

The 2002-2003 Lion varsity competitive cheer team. (front from left) Melissa
Nisse, Cashel Harp, (middle) Heather Clark, Sarah Trumble, Tara Gordenski, Jer-
rica Asheraft, Jenna Denton, (back) Matt Root, Nick Burpee, Mike Mead, Kendrick
Coplin, and Coach Donna Nisse.
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The 2002-2003 Lion varsity volleyball team. (front from
Ashley Gordeneer, Jessie Grant, Jennifer Grant Krysta
Veronika Pitukova, (back) Brenda McElroy. Allisot
Meagan Putnam, Kyndra Root, and Chayla Robles

left) Jessica Mansfield

Root, Michelle Silsbee

2son, Coach Kelly Becklin

turns for her sophomore sea T'he lack of size will be Maple Valley's

the biggest thing the Lions kicks off al the Bath Invita

scason
s0n

Junior Elisha Gibson is
the other top newcomer
along with Pitukova

With all that experience
the Lions have had a lot of
lime to work on all th
things they can work on
Beckhin sees defense and
passing as being big
strengths for the Lions. The
one thing they can’t work on
15 height.

have 10 overcome this win
fer
ville

Becklin said she exp
Leshie 1o be tough at the toj
and lists their
at Dansvil

f the league,
malches
Leslie later in the scason as
being a couple of keys W
how things shake oul in the

leaguc

| Saturday Dec. 14, Al

ter that it

s on to Eaton Rap

1ds Saturday Dec. 21

T'h I 1ons Lirst hl‘l"
natl 15 also their firs
ich following the holi
vhen they play host t
Siranac on Jan, 6. SMAA

conterence play begins tw

days later against Webber

Quickness will be what
carries the Lion cagers

Maple Valley's boys re-
turn to the hard wood to tip
off another season of varsity
basketball when they travel
to face the Middleville Tro-
jans on Tuesday Dec. 10.

The Lions went 16-7 last
scason on their way to a dis-
trict final appearance and
look to do as well this win-
ter with a combination of
speed and hard work.

Hopefully with hard work
they can gain the experience
they lack and have another
strong season.

As with every other bas-
ketball coach, Jelf Webb
would like to have a little

more height on the roster,
but that’s out of his hands.

“We think we will work
hard and be competitive
every night,” says the third
year varsity coach.

Seniors Eric Smith and
Jeff Taylor at forward, and
Jim Hirneiss at guard are the
top returnees from a year
ago.

That trio will be joined on
the varsity be classmatc
Ryan Grider, and sopho
mores Dustin Meade, Jason
Beardslee, and Jesse Pay

After the
dleville the Lions l\'.l]i :!:_; i
imto the SMAA schedule on

trip to Mid

These sponsoré hélp support coverage |
of Maple Valley sports. Help out by

supporting these sponsors.

the road at Webberville Fri
day Dec. 13.

They follow that up with
the first home match of the
season,  a non-conference
game against Hopkins on
Wednesday Dec. 18.

All real extare sdvertising in (s news
e i

sl he Fair
»
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|

ar Hot
The HUD il free telephire
for the heanng
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“HANSBARGER™
CONSTRUCTION

11201 Yermontville Awy..
Vermontville

L 726-0525

~ HECKER
AGENCY

255 N. Main,
Nashville

. 852-9680

MACE
FHARMACY

219 M. Main St.,
Nashville

852-0845

——

FHOMETOWN ;’
IUMBER & ||
HARDWARE
219 S. State St., Nashville

852-0882 |

EATON
FEDERAL

SAVINGS BANK

109 S. Main St., Nashville

852-1830

“MAPLE VALLEY |

IMPLEMENT, INC.

735 Sherman, Nashville
(7 blocks of Main)

852-1910

White - New H

'WHEELER’S
MARINE
SERVICE

728 S. Durkee, Nashville

.. 852-9609 .

- MAPLE
"VALLEY REAL
ESTATE

. 277 N. Main, Nashyville
. 852-1915 or
__852-1916 _ |

KENYON'S
SALES
& SERVICE

130 S. Main, Yermontville

| 726-0569

5

STANTON REAL |
ESTATE &

AUCTIONEERS

Main St., Vermontyille

726-0181 or
726-0060

——

BEAUTY SHOP

157 S. Main,
Vermontville

 726-0330 _

% LS

" HASTINGS
CITY BANK

203 N. Main,
MNashville

852-0790

ACE AUTO
REPAIR

1008 1/2 Reed St.,
Nashville

852-9587 | |\, 726-0975 |

7 FSUGAR HUT |

CAFE

174 S. Main,
Vermontville
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Tha 'J' W & r o ‘J
Antigues
IONIA ANTIQUE MALL:

HOLIDAY

DISCOUNT
SALE! December 7th-D

THINK CHRISTMAS!
For Sale
BERBER CARPET: G

g 204-060
CHERRY SLEIGHBED
ha 1. b
QUEEN LOG BED

sesdsy, Decemt

For Rent
NASHVILLE: 1

National Ads

BEVERAGE PRODUC-
TIDN [FACTORY: to SI
Raises

$9-2424 '

HI-LO/SHIPPING & RE-
CEIVING/WAREHOUSE:

to §13/Hr. +« benelits, local

L 616)949-2424 Job-
RECEFTIONIST: ¢

kill

K169

Household

PILLOWTOP MATTRESS

Farm SET _-

A, LIMI T . et
1 -

AKES + il CHANGE » EXHAUST + ENGINES + ALIGNMENTS » TRANSMISSIONS |

AUTO SERVICE,

BBIN'S

INC.

el Dobbin
SE Master T--=_
1847 E. M-79 Hwy

istinas, M1 49058

NTIET

l,r.r! 14n

616-9450191

[owing Available

Garage Sale
SA

2 TRH fi\RAC-'

Help Wanted

LJIH\IR dditional DL |

Jobs Wanted

LITTLE TREASURES
CHILDCARE has full tirme

Mucclfaneous

SELLING ['\”l[l(" Before
torney or ; g fore
Barry Ci tion D 1
1§ J4K-5 t

Call 945-9554
for Maple
Valley News
classified ads
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* Floor Hockey championship

" decided in overtime thriller

The second and third grade K-Wings pose
Cup after winning the playoff finale in overtime 3-2

The Junior Floor
League for sec

Hockey
ind and third

raders [‘|.J_\\-1'I ended with

the team that couldn’t win
during the gular season
b |']I‘\_‘ 'h\- Iwo teams that

hadn

amc in rcg

Stop’ program expands

Early Childhood Conne
tions of Eaton County ha
expanded it's “Story Slop
]I!(Iih_\. program for children
1-5 years old and their par
€nis.

Besides  the [‘I’I:
which is held at the Ce
nity Room at
Lake Estates
6335 Thornapple Lake
Road, on the first We
day of each month
ther

4im
nmu
| hu-ln.u'»;'sll
located al

dnes
from 11
4.m. 1o noon IS NOW a
that

second Wednes

second will
meet on the
day of the
11a.m. to noon in the gym at
Kellogg School, located at
324 Queen St in Nashville
loan Leos, the Maple Val

SES510N

month, from

ley Schools coordinator for
I .||'|j. Childhood Connec
tons, sard she wants ¢ Xpec

tant parents and the parents

of children between the birth

and years ol i v bt
aware of the services that
are available to them
through Early Childhood
Connections

Leos said that when fami
ltes register with Early
Childhood Connecctions,

they will receive mailings, a
their child

mmformation

'-.1"L1|.t| it for

and on-going

about special times and
things parents can shar
with their children
the Presc hool vears

Children betw
and 5 vyears old
learn more than at any
time of life,” said
‘Give your child the gift of
a high 1.Q. (intelligence
quotient) through positive

during

een birth
able to
other

Leos

arc

interaction; you can influ-
ence your child’s 1.Q. by
some 4() points -

“Yes, you can shape a lit-

tle genius right in v

just by dq
{jl-. : ‘\h';
what? It

wr home

what you
And,
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Nnng
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W
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PUBLIC HEARING

The Village of Nashville will hold a public hearing on
December 12, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. in the council
chambers

SUBJECT: To hear public discussion on amend-
ment lo the zoning ordinance, section 14, off sireel
parking and loading. If you would like to comment in
wriling please drop off or send them to the Village
Office 206 N. Main, PO Box 587, Nashville, Ml
48073 by 5:00 p.m. on 12/12/02

NOTICE
SUNFIELD TOWNSHIP
PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION

Dllecling We

2 Pr 3 for Sunfield
s Sunfield Branct nia Coun iy National
ng regular working he slarting at 9 am.:
Every Friday & Sn!ur(hy in December
aunng regular banking hours
Any taxes received after Dec. 31 ..'"f}I'J:"_
as received in 2003
Postmarks will not be ace epled as paymeani date
as: Neuterad/spayed dog is $7.00 and non
neutered/spayed dog is $12.00. Proof of up-1o-dale rables
vaccination is required, AHter Feb, 28. 2003, licenses will be
#25.00 at the Eaton County Animal Control Office
Taxes and Dog Licenses may also be paid by U.S. Mail or at
my home by appointment

THANK YOU—

ROBERT D. HYVARINEN
SUNFIELD TOWNSHIP TREASURER
6335 W. MT. HOPE HWY.
VERMONTVILLE, MI 49096
PHONE #517-566-8913

will be dated

Dog Licens

finals by

is Garret Mater

54 second and

will begin its 15th season in
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Shirley Jean Hole

VERMONTVILLE -
Shirley Jean Hole, age 67, of
Vermontville, died Wednes-
day, Dec. 4, 2002 at Pen-
nock Hospital.

Mrs. Hole was born on
July 26, 1935 in Lansing,
Mich., the daughter of Ray-
mond and Ada (Friday)
Derendinger. She was raised
in the Lansing area and
attended Lansing schools,
graduating in 1953 from
Lansing Sexton High
School.

She was married to Oliver
E. Hole on Aug. 4, 1961 in
Ingham County, MI. She
lived in the Lansing area
until moving to the Ver-
montville area in 1968,

Mrs. Hole's employment
included: working as 4 sec
retary, bartender, cashier,
business owner of a ceramic
shop

She was a loving wife,
mother and grandmother
She enjoyed attending her
grandchildren’s  sporting

events, reading, and crochet-
ing. A charter member of the
Woodland Eagle's Aux-
iliary.

Mrs, Hole is survived her
son Raymond (Leslie) Hole
of Batlle Creek; daughter,
Barbara (Roman) Smith-
Zehner of Vermontville;
four grandchildren, Ray-
mond and Kristen Hole and
Tim and Evan Smith; one
nephew and one niece

Preceding her in death
were her parents, husband,
Oliver in 1988 and a sister,
Sandra Shearer

Services were held Satur-
day, Dec. 7, 2002 at Maple
Valley Chapel, Nashville
Rev. Enc Lison officiated.
Burial was at Woodlawn
Cemetery, Vermontville

Memaorial  contributions
may be made to the Shirley
J. Hole Memorial Fund

Arrangements were made
by Maple Valley Chapel,
Nashville.

Donald H. Chase ———————————

NASHVILLE Donald
H. Chase, age 82, of Nash-
ville, died early Saturday
morming at Pennock Hos-
pital Dec. 7, 2002, from a
fall he suffered earlier in the
day at home.

Mr. Chase was born on
Oct. 21, 1920 in Kalamo
Township, Eaton County,
Michigan to the parents of
Ray and Mayme Chase. His
parents were deceased early
in his life so Lloyd and
Evelyn Hill of Vermontville
took him in and helped him
through the balance of his
school years. Donald never
forgot that huge act of kind-
ness by the Hill family.

Donald served in the
Army Air  Force during
World War 11, having been
stationed in several Euro-
pean countries, but primari-
ly in England. He was a
sheet metal worker with the
446th - Bomber  Group,
Eighth Air Force Division
He especially enjoyed an
opportunity to fly the ‘big
birds® whenever they were
nol in active service

After the war effort was
complete, Donald returned
home and went to work as a
sheet melal fabricator at a
Eaton Rapids factory and
later at the Owens Illinois
glass plant, where he retired
some 20 years ago. Donald
was also a past member of
the Vermontville American
Legion.

The past two decades has
found him at home enjoying

the exorc pheasants and
peafow]l he raised and
showed to any one who vis-
ited his Maple Grove Bird
Barn. He also loved to spend
as much time as he could
creating small wood work-
ing projects, in his base-
ment. Bird houses were a
particular specialty.

Donald and Dora raised
four sons between Vermont-
ville and Charlotte

Surviving are  David
(Ginny) of Vermontville,
Danny (Ann) of Columbia,
Tennessee, Dallas (Shirley)
of Nashville, Donald (Bar-
bara) of Bellevue, nine
grandchildren, two step
grandchildren, three great
grandchildren, his sisters
Guest “Eddie” Traister and
Leota Bradley of Battle
Creek.

Donald was preceded in
death by his wife of 41
years, Dora. She was his one
true love until his death. One
grandchild, Mayme Jean,
passed away in 1988 and his
nephew, Larry Anderson,
was lost in action during the
Korean Conflict

Funeral services will be
held Wednesday, Dec. 11, at
Il a.m, at the Pray Funeral
Home with the Rew.
Kenneth Vaught officiating.
Interment will be in the
Kalamo Cemetery.

Visitation will be held on
Tuesday from 3-5 and 7-9
p.m. at the Pray Funeral
Home.

Arrangements were made
by the Pray Funeral Home.

FROST
HEATING & COOLING

- Quality, Value & Service

B Sirangth yau cin rof! "

(616) 374-7595

FREE ESTIMATES

(517) 852-9565
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Vermontville to recognize community pride

by Sandra Ponsetto
Staff Writer

The Vermontville Village
Council unanimously passed
a resolution Thursday eve-
ning to officially recognize
those who show pride in
their community.

Council Member Theresa
Spagnuolo-0’'Dell, who
serves on the ordinance vio-
lation committee, proposed
the idea.

“I've talked to other coun-
cil members about doing
certificates of appreciation
for people who are fixing
up property in the village
that have made a differ-
ence," said Spagnuolo-
O'Dell. "I think instead of
putting our time and energy
of looking for the bad in
people, maybe we should
develop some sort of policy,
where someone goes above
and beyond, to recognize
them, do a nice certificate,
mention them in the paper.”

Spagnuolo-0'Dell sug-
gested that it should be an
| recognition done
once-a month.

"I would like to make the
suggestion that we call it the
'Community Pride Award."
said Council Member Doug
Kelsey. "And, it would not
only be for people who fix
up their homes, but for say
tor the Maplewood Elemen-
tary students who do the
school service day, when
they come around and rake
the leaves and some of the
service organizations that do
things for the community. |
think we should recognize
everybody that contributes
to make Vermontville the
good community that it is."

Kelsey introduced the
motion that, “"Vermontville
establish a Community Pride

Sunfield Boy
Socuts plan
recycling drive

Sunfield Boy Scouts will
have recycling at the west
end of Carl's parking lot in
Sunfield from 9 a.m. to noon
Saturday, Dec. 14.

The scouts will accept:

* Newspapers — tied or in

indivic

grocery bags.

* Glass
caps.

* Aluminum — with no
paper or plastic coaling.

* Tin cans — flattened,
clean, with no labels.

* Magazines — tied of in
grocery bags (no Reader's
Digest).

Scouts ask that items not
be dropped off early.

The next recycling date
will be Dec. 14,

clear, clean, no

043-9954 or
1-800-810-1085

Award to be given to indi-
viduals or groups exemplary
pride in the community."

The council said the
awards would be given
when appropriate, effective
immediately.

"If we need to give out six
a month, we will," said
Spagnuolo-O’Dell.

Vermontville resident
Garry Patrick expressed his
gratitude to the council for
approving the motion to es-
tablish the award.

"I just wanted to express
my joy at this, This is some-
thing that I thought has been
needed for quite some time,"
he said. "Many people see
our village through the eyes
of the council. The only
thing they know is what
transpires in these meetings
and then it makes the
weekly paper and they read
that,

“I've long felt that there's
SO many positives about this

community; if we could just
tocus on those added
Patrick, "To put our commu-
nity in a positive light is so
refreshing to me. 1 really

want to congratulate “ the
council on passing this reso-
lution and taking a step... to
amplify the positive things."

In other business the
council

* Authorized Spagnuolo-
O'Dell to look into getting
quotes from trash companies
about coming around in the
spring to collect trash such
as mattresses and junk that
collect in people’s yards and
getting a group from Michi-
gan' Youth Challenge 1o
come in and help clean the
park and remove trash and
debris around the homes of
the elderly and handicapped
people who can’t clean it up
themselves or afford to pay
someone to do it for them.,

"I don’t think we'll have
as many ordinance viola-
tions if we give people an
opportunity to get rid of the
stuff that is sitting out in
their yards," she said. "A lot
of people don’t have garages
and sheds and that sort of
thing."

Spagnuolo-O'Dell said
she hopes to get the pro-
jected costs and present
them to the budget commit-
tee before they finish in
January.

* Received a copy of a
proposed credit card resolu-

tion, requested by the vil-
lage’s auditor from Walker
and Fluke PC. The resolu-
tion would establish who is
authorized to hold and use
any cards issued to the Vil-
lage of Vermontville.

In a related action, the
board unanimously ap-
proved disposing of the vil-
lage’s Wal-Mart credit card.

* Voted to discontinue
ADP’s payroll services as of
Jan. 1, 2003. The village
clerk and treasurer will do
the payroll there after,

* Authorized Mayor Pro
Tem Don Martin to act on
building referrals as a repre-
sentative of the Village
Council, to approve or dis-
approve as he sees fit, with
referrals coming back to
council for review only.

* Received copies of a
proposed emergency re-
sponse plan from Assistant
Fire Chief Monte O'Dell
I'he response plan details
how the Vermontville Firc

department is to

respond to

emergency situations such
as bomb threats, hazardous
spills, tornados and other
weather wamnings.

* The response plan needs
to be adopted and approved
by council. It was given to
council members for review
before next month’s regular
meeting.

* Learned from Vermont-
ville Street Supervisor
O'Dell that Consumers
Power would be upgrading
the lighting downtown by
replacing the existing mer-
cury vapor lights with more
cnergy and cost efficient il-
luminator lights. O"Dell said
that replacing the lights will
cost the wvillage roughly
32,300, but the lights are
more energy efficient and
would village
money over lime,

O'Dell also noted that
Consumers would
also be inspecting the rest of
the hights within the village

limits to

save the

Power

ensure that they arc
in working order
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Grasman started off the varsi-
ty wrestling season right for the
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Fire disaster averted
at church in Nashville

by Sandra Ponsetto
Staff Writer

The Nashville Fire De-
partment responded to a call
last Wednesday at Grace
Community Church 1n
Nashville to put out a smol-
dering fire in the ceiling of
the new building under con-
struction on M-79 west of
the village

According 1o Steve Swift,
the church representative in
charge of the project, around
noon workers noticed a dark
spot on the ceiling of the
auditorium. He said that
when Dick Carrow, project
manager, took a closer look
at the spot, he thought it felt
warm and when they opencd
the attic to investigate fur-
ther, they found it filled with
smoke and called the fire de-
partment.

"Rather than finding wa-
ter leaking. found a
smoldering hot spot," said
Swift. "There weren’t any
flames and no one was

we

hurt.”

Swift said the fire depart-
ment had to be called back
to the church again later that
evening.

"Before we went home,
we noticed there was still
some smoke. The second
time the fire department
came out we had to take out
another 20 feet of ceiling to
get rid of the burning insula-
tion," said Swift.

The church had hoped to
be in their new facility by
Sunday. Dec. 15, but the fire
may have set that date back,

by Sandra Ponsetto
Staff Writer
Karen Wickham of Del-
ton was sworn in last week
as the new postmaster for
the United States Post Of-

according to Swift.

't may take us another
month to finish the project
because of the insurance in-
vestigation and we need to
have the truss company 1o
come out and take a look,"
he said.

Despite the setback, Swift
looks at the positive side of
the situation.

"It could have been
worse. It could have weak-
ened the roof and it could
have fallen down on us," he
said. "Nobody was hurt: this
stuff can be fixed."

fice in Vermontville.
Though she was sworn in
Dec. 5, Wickham came to
Vermontville in September
2001 as the officer in charge
and was appointed postmas-
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Work continues inside the auditorium at the new Grace Community Church de-
spite damage caused to the ceiling and rafters by a smoldering fire.

New Vermontville postmaster sworn in

ter in August.

"The postal service is
really good about giving you
opportunities to advance,”
said Wickham, who started
her career as a pari-time city
letter carrier in Bellevue in
1985.

After Bellevue, Wickham
said worked as letter carner
in Battle Creek for a year
before accepting a position
as a clerk in the Delton of-
fice, which she held for 13
years. Before coming to
Vermontville, Wickham
served as the postmaster in
Dowling.

Wickham said that being
a postmaster means doing
what ever needs to be done
to sce that the mail gets de-
livered.

"It"s my responsibility to
sort the mail for delivery,
that's the important thing,"
she said. "Then I do what-
ever ¢lse need to be done. |
do maintenance and sell
stamps and packages. I was
responsible for getting a
new roof put on, having a
new counter op put in and
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Karen Wickham is the new postmaster at the United
State Post Office in Vermontville.

getting repairs and upgrades

done.

"And." Wickham added.

"It hasn’t happened yet; but,
if someone called in sick,
I'd deliver the mail, It's a
little office. I have to know
how to do everything and
make sure everything gels
done every day."

Wickham said she doesn't
mind the driving to Ver-
montville from her home in
Delton every morning.

"When the weather isn’t

bad. it’s not a bad drive,"
she said. "Vermontville is a
nice little town with a lot of
nice people. You can’t beat
the small town atmosphere:
plus, the employees heére are
great."

Wickham said that the
post office window hours
would stay the same Mon-
day through Friday. How-
ever, in January the post of-
fice window will close at 11
a.m. instead of noon on Sat-
urday.

Turkey shoot, bake sale
set at Masonic Lodge

The Nashville Masonic
Lodge and Maple Valley
Lightening Bolts 4-H Club
will have a turkey shoot and
bake sale Saturday, Dec. 14,
beginning at 1 p.m. at the
Nashville Masonic Lodge.

The turkey shoot will be
an indoor BB gun shoot, us-
ing the tournament BB guns
donated by the lodge to the
Maple Valley Lightening
Bolts 4-H Club for their

shooting sports program.

Children and adults are
invited to participate. Prizes
will be awarded based on
scored targets. The shoot
will be run by certified 4-H
shooting sports leaders and
Masonic Lodge members,

Holiday baked goods will
be on sale at this event. Or-
ganizers say this event
promises to be fun for the
entire family.
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