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Board chair, vice chair miss candidates’ forum
by David T. Young 

Editor
The chairman and vice 

chairwoman of the Barry 
County Board of Commis­
sioners were no-shows at a 
candidates’ forum last Fri­
day, despite the fact both are 
up for re-election in the 
Aug. 6 Republican primary.

Board Chairman Jeff 
Mackenzie, formerly of 
Woodland Township and 
now a resident of Nashville, 
made no effort to explain his 
absence to the audience. He 
is being opposed in the Fifth 
District by Wayne Curtis of 
Maple Grove Township, 
who did appear at the First 
Friday forum in Hastings.

Curtis couldn’t resist the 
opportunity to charge that 
Mackenzie also does not at­
tend village council meet­
ings and he maintained the 
County Board chairman 
does not pay attention to the 
voices of his constituents, 
“excluding public participa­
tion” from the decision mak­
ing process.

Board Vice Chairwoman 
Sandy James, who repre­
sents Rutland and Hope 
townships in the Third Dis­
trict, submitted a letter of re­
gret, saying she was out of 
state. Her primary opponent, 
Monica Rappaport, made

driven by 14-year old Corbin Gardner went into the Thornapple River.

Vermontville ladies enjoy sunshine party
Six of the eldest ladies in 

the community were hon­
ored Friday at the 64th an­
nual Sunshine Party at the 

Bouquets were presented to the six eldest ladies at the Sunshine Party. This 
year’s honorees are: (front row, from left) Margie Joppie, Martha Zemke, Mabel 
Booher (back row, from left) Nina Reed and Ruth Ann Summers. Absent from the 
photo is Jean Baker.

the most of the opportunity 
by dominating the forum 
with her views on key is­
sues.

Two other commission 
candidates, Sandy Schondel- 
mayer in the First District 
(City of' Hastings) and 
James Alden in the Eighth 
District, which includes 
Prairieville and Barry town­
ships, also did not appear for 
the forum. Schondelmayer 
did not give a reason, but his 
home the week before was 
searched by federal and state 
authorities in connection 
with his hunting activities, 
leaving speculation that he 
no longer was seriously 
seeking election to the 
board. Alden, who said he 
had to be in a Rotary confer­
ence in Lansing that day, 
sent a letter briefly outlining 
his general positions on 
county government.

With more than one-third 
of the candidates absent, one 
question was whether all 
candidates received invita­
tions and if they had re­
ceived copies of the ques­
tions.

Banner Editor David T. 
Young said no one except 
the moderator was given a 
copy of forum questions 
ahead of time and any candi­
date who wasn’t aware of 

Vermontville United Meth- the First Congregational 
odist Church. churches of Vermontville

The event was sponsored and was open to ladies of all 
by both the Methodist and ages in the community.

the forum doesn’t read the 
Banner and is uninformed.

Seven of the 11 candi­
dates for County Board of 
Commissioners did show, 
including two Democrats in 
District #4, John Loftus and 
Dave Yonker; incumbent 
Republican Wayne Adams 
in District #8, incumbent 
Republican Tom Wilkinson

Teen drowns after car plunges into river
by Shelly Sulser 

Staff Writer
The Barry County Sher­

iff’s Department is probing 
the circumstances that led to 
the drowning death of a 14-

Corbin Gardner Balloons and flowers mark the spot on Kellogg Street in Nashville were the car

and Don Nevins in District 
#1, Rappaport and Curtis.

Some of the key issues 
discussed included building 
a juvenile detention facility, 
economic development, the 
Parks and Recreation Board, 
use of the city-county air­
port, the new location for 
the Commission on Aging 
and Health Department,

The women were wel­
comed by Cindy krolik 
from First Congregational 
and Mary Fisher from 
United Methodist and Made­
line Florist gave a necrology 
during the program to honor 
ladies who had passed away 
during the previous year.

After Judy Terpening 
sang a few songs, the ladies 
enjoyed socializing over 
light refreshments, which in­
cluded tea, lemonade a vari­
ety of home baked cookies.

The six eldest ladies in at­
tendance were honored with 
a bouquet of flowers ar­
ranged by Joan Hesselback.

The oldest lady honored 
at this year’s party was Mar­
gie Joppie, who is 98 years 
and 10 months old. Margie 
still mows her own lawn and 
recently took her first ride 
on a Harley-Davidson.

“I’d wouldn’t mind doing 
it again,” she said of her 
ride.

Also honored were Mabel 
Booher, Martha Zemke, 
Nina Reed, Ruth Ann Sum­
mers and Jean Baker. 

county government attitude, 
attendance at County Board 
meetings, the County Road 
Commission and reasons for 
running for office.

Perhaps the hottest county 
issue in recent months has 
been the County Board’s 
consistent 6-2 votes (with 
Wilkinson and Tom Wing 
dissenting) to move ahead 

year-old Nashville teen early 
Monday (July 22) after 
plunging into the Thornap­
ple River in a stolen vehicle 
while officers tried to stop 
the car for failed tail lights.

Corbin A. Gardner was 
pronounced dead shortly af­
ter arrival at an area hospital 
after being airlifted from 
Pennock Hospital in Hast­
ings, where he was taken af­
ter he was recovered from 
the bottom of the river by 
Michigan State Police 
Trooper Lane Booms and 
Nashville officers Adam 
Dent and Nashville Chief 
Garry Barnes.

“Nashville was working 
on an unrelated complaint, a 

In This Issue
Fun night planned locally Aug. 16

Youth baseball enjoys another 
exciting season

State Senate, Rep. candidates answer 
questions at forum

Grace Community Church helps 
refinish ‘S.S. Relish’

with a project to have a 
Commission on Aging facil­
ity and Barry-Eaton District 
Health Department building 
at the old Peace Community 
Church property at the cor­
ner of Broadway and Wood­
lawn.

Rappaport said, “I’m not

See forum, page 2

motorcycle pursuit and 
Trooper Lane Booms was 
there,” said Det./Sgt. David 
Oakland.

Booms works as the 
tracking dog handler for the 
Wayland Post of the Michi­
gan State Police and had 
gone to Nashville at about 
3:30 a.m. to search for the 
motorcyclist who had fled 
the scene on foot.

“They were standing by 
the road talking when the 
officers were advised (by 
Barnes) that a vehicle was 
coming their way without 
taillights,” said Oakland. 
“They tried to visibly signal

See teen drowns, pg. 4
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Forum, continued from page 1 
sure it was a wide decision, 
saying she favored “more 
effective outreach pro­
grams” for Barry County’s 
senior citizens. Better long- 
range planning would have 
put a COA facility closer to 
Pennock Hospital and Vil­
lage, she contended.

She added that a new 
Health Department facility 
was needed 10 years ago, 
but she’s not sold on the lo­
cation selected. Rappaport 
suggested a building that 
could house the Health De­
partment and related clients 
such as the Conservation 
District (of which she is di­
rector), MSU Cooperative 
Extension and the planning 
and zoning department.

Wilkinson said he didn’t 
like it that the board went 
ahead with the project de­
spite a lack of a business 
plan and only a fuzzy idea 
about costs, now projected 
at between three and four 
million dollars.

He added that he’s im-

he said. “I

pressed with the new com­
munity center near Hastings 
High School, which he said 
may attract senior citizens 
because it will have a pool.

“It’s barrier-free for us 
old geezers,”
think it will make a big dif­
ference in this community.”

Forum moderator Robert 
Dwyer asked why the board 
was willing to raid its rainy 
day fund to pay for the 
COA-Health Department 
project when economic hard 
times may be ahead for 
Michigan. He also asked 
why the county couldn’t 
commit to expanding the 
downtown campus with 
property it already owns.

Adams said, “It’s better to 
use the money (the county 
already has) than pay on a 
bond.”

He said the downtown 
properties the county pur­
chased would be used for 
expansion of the court sys­
tem.

Nevins agreed that it’s

best now to follow the board 
majority on the new COA- 
Health Department site.

“It’s bought and paid for, 
Nevins said. “I know some 
people didn’t like the loca­
tion, but we needed a new 
COA building.”

On economic develop­
ment, candidates were asked 
what the county has to show

the Economic Alliance un­
der its wing and good things 
will happen.”

Curtis, who owns two 
businesses, said he’s think­
ing of joining the chamber, 
but it is important not to ig­
nore Woodland and Nash­
ville and the M-66 corridor.

Rappaport had some seri­
ous

He acknowledged that “you get federal money,” 
which she said is erroneous.

She said, “They (board 
members) are either not lis-

reservations about 
for the process since pulling Mackenzie’s handling of 
out of the Joint Economic 
Development Corporation 
about a half dozen years 
ago.

I really felt that decision 
(pulling out of the JEDC) 
was a mistake,” Rappaport 
said. “We (the county) really 
need to partner with the 
city.”

Wilkinson said he’s opti­
mistic about economic de­
velopment now with the 
creation of the Economic 
Alliance and hiring of Di- being the only incumbents 
rector Dixie Manshum.

Adams agreed, saying, 
The Barry County Cham­

ber of Commerce has taken

the Parks and Recreation 
Board, which oversees 
Charlton Park. Some mem­
bers have been replaced.

“What is the logic for the 
things he’s done to that 
board?” she asked. Is it 
really some sort of personal 
agenda? I don’t understand.”

Loftus charged that 
Mackenzie is “ruining the 
espirit de corps” replacing 
volunteers.

Wilkinson and Adams,

Now thru August 3rd

s

present, were asked how 
much they made as commis­
sioners in 2001.

Wilkinson said slightly 
less than $8,000 in salary, 
36 1/2 cents a mile traveling 
expenses $25 a day for per 
diems. In total he estimated 
to be about $14,000, but his 
county employee insurance 
paid for the four stints out 
into his heart, which he esti­
mated at around $73,000.

Adams estimated that he 
grossed $12,000 last year.

About the airport, Rappa- 
to see it 

expanded as a tool of eco­
nomic development, but

port said she’d like

“It’s expensive to build a ju­
venile detention center,” but 
the county now is paying a 
lot of money to send juve- tening, or they’re ignorant.”
niles to Allegan County. Adams said he agrees

Adams agreed the cost is there isn’t enough money in 
high, but “we have to look at the county budget set aside 

for conservation.
Yonker, speaking about

that.”
Rappaport contended that 

youths get into trouble “be- government attitude, said, 
“It’s hard to get people in-cause they’re bored” and

said it’s important to find volved these days. It would 
be nice if the mudslinging 
would stop. Government 
needs to listen to the people. 
If I get in here, I’ll try to get 
more people involved.”

There was no opposition

something for kids to do.
Loftus said, “When we 

were kids, we learned how 
to square dance at the 
Grange Hall... kids need to 
bum up energy... If you can 
salvage even a dozen apples to the campaign on behalf of
out of the barrel, you’ve Green Gables, a proposed
done something.”

Wilkinson said in recent 
years, after the Columbine 
incident, he has done work 
with young people between job on the board than Wilk­

inson has.
“I’m not saying I could do 

a better job, I’d like a

shelter for victims of domes­
tic violence.

Nevins was asked if he 
thought he could do a better

We have the county’s largest variety of eagle items, American 
Indian items, wizards & dragons and fiber optic items. We also 
carry tools, hardware, plumbing, housewares, bird feeders and 

much more. Over 8,000 items in stock, and 33,000 items avail­
able through our catalog 

at 20% off. * Excludes food items

233 N. Main

Na.L ville, Midi an

WHOLESALE RETAIL CATALOG
SALES OF SPECIALTY MERCHANDISE

RETAIL

Hours: 8-5, seven days
Dennis Iluffinan

517-852-2000

nomc eveopmen, u 
worries that it’s “currently 
mostly used by private indi­
viduals” who may have a* 
conflict of interest.

Loftus said, “The county 
should help support that.
Let’s improve it the best we
can.”

Virtually all who spoke 
agreed there is a need for a 
juvenile facility 
county.

Nevins, who had some 
experience with the problem 
as a deputy for 27 years, 
said Barry County spends 

” 
offenders

in the

from “$210 to $250 a day
having youthful 
sent elsewhere.

10 and 17 years old who ar­
en’t “fitting into traditional 
systems.”

Rappaport said an attitude chance,” he replied. “I just 
adjustment by the County think that with my involve­

ment with the county I could 
She said that as director of do a good job.” 
the Conservation District, 
when she’s asked for help, wish Don lived in another 
she doesn’t get a response district so we could both 
like “How can we solve this 
problem,” instead she hears,

Board would be beneficial.

Wilkinson quipped, “I

serve.”
Continued next page

LOCAL CHURCH SCHEDULEl
ABUNDANT LIFE 

FELLOWSHIP 
MINISTRIES

A Spirit-filled Church 
Meeting at the Maple Leaf Grange 

Hwy. M-66 south of Assyria Rd.
Nashville, Ml 49073

Hwy. M-66 south of Assyria Rd. 
Nashville, Ml 49073

Sun. Praise & Worship 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m.: Wed. 6:30 p.m. Jesus Club 
for boys & girls ages 4-12. Pastors 
David & Rose MacDonald. An oasis of 
God's love. “Where Everyone is Some­
one Special.” For information call 1­
616-731-5194 or 1-517-852-1806.

ASSEMBLY OF 
GOD CHURCH

803 Reed St, Nashville
Sunday School..................10 a.m.
Sunday:
A.M. Worship ....................11a.m.
Evening Worship..................6 p.m.
Wednesday Evening: 
Prayer Meeting......

PASTOR GLENN BRANHAM

BASELINE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

9617 E. Baseline Rd.
Comer of Baseline & Church Roads
(2 miles east of M-66 on Baseline)

Sunday School.................9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ..............

(Nursery Provided)

Youth Groups, Bible Study 
and many other activities.

Phone (616) 963-7710 
REV. GLEN WEGNER

CHURCH OF
THE NAZARENE

301 Fuller St., Nashville
Sunday School................9:45 a.m.
Sunday:
A.M. Worship ........
P.M. Worship ..........
Wednesday Evening:
Worship ...............................7 p.m.

REV. ALAN METTLER

.11 a.m.
.6 p.m.

SOUTH KALAMO
CHURCH

Comer of Kalamo Highway & Ionia Rd.
Sunday A.M.

Worship ..................... 10:30a.m.
Evening Worship...................6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening at 7 p.m.:
Children’s Classes

Youth Group • Adult Worship
PASTOR JEFF SWIFT

........ 7 p.m.

1 a.m.

CHESTER 
GOSPEL CHURCH 

3744 W. Vermontville Hwy.
Sunday School.........................9:45
Morning Worship.................11 a.m.
Evening Worship...........................6
Wednesday Family

Night Service ...........6:45 p.m.
PASTOR MARC S. LIVINGSTON 

Phone: 543-5488

0 a.m.

GRACE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Meeting at Maple Valley 
High School

Morning Celebration
. Contemporary Service,

Relevant Practical Teaching,
. Nursery, Children’s Classes,
Youth Group, Adult Small Groups, 

Leadership Training
PASTORS: DON ROSCOE 

and ROB VAN ENGEN
Phone: (517) 852-9228

FIRST 
CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH
110S. Main, Vermontville 

Morning Worship..............
Church School ..................

Fellowship Time 
After Worship

REV. ERIC LISON

11 a.m.
0 a.m.

GRESHAM UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

One mile N. of Vermontville
Hwy. on Mulliken Road

Church Service ...............9:30 a.m.
Sunday School...................10 a.m.
Fellowship Time 10:30 a.m. 
Adult Class ................10:50 a.m.

PASTOR JEFF BOWMAN

NORTH KALAMO PEACE UNITED
UNITED METHDODISTMETHODIST CHURCH

CHURCH
Worship Service...............9:30 a.m.

PASTOR MARK THOMPSON

MAPLE GROVE
BIBLE CHURCH

8593 Cloverdale Road
(1/2 mile East of M-66, 

5 mi. south of Nashville)

Sunday School  10 a.m.
A.M. Service...................11:15 a.m.
P.M. Service..........................6 p.m.

PASTOR GEORGE GAY

NASHVILLE

OF BARRYVILLE
6043 E. M-79 Highway

4 miles west of Nashville
(cor. M-79 & Barryville Rd.) 

Sunday Worship...............9:15 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School .9:45 a.m.

Other: Prayer Walk, Youth Group, 
U.M. Women, Bible Study, Choir,

Mission Projects & more. 
PASTOR SUSAN TROWBRIDGE

Phone (517) 726-1495 
IGNITING MINISTRY

Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors

QUIMBY UNITED
BAPTIST CHURCHMETHODIST CHURCH

304 Phillips St., Nashville M-79 West
Sunday School.................9:45 a.m.Sunday School............10 a.m.A.M. Service ............11 a.m. Worship................................. 11 a.m.

........7 p.m.
Wed. Service .......................7 p.m.

PASTOR LESTER DeGROOT
PASTOR DEANO LAMPHERE

PASTOR MATT ROHDE

NASHVILLE
UNITED METHODIST ANGLICAN CHURCH

CHURCH 
Located on the comer of 

State and Washington streets
Worship Service ........... 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School..............11:15 a.m.

PASTOR DIANNE BOWDEN 
At Home: 852-0685

Church Phone: 852-2043

ST. CYRIL’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

203 N. State, Nashville
Sunday Mass....................9:30 a.m.

FATHER MIKE STAFFORD
A mission of St. Rose Catholic

Church, Hastings

P.M. Service ...

M-79 West
Sunday School............
Worship.........................

PASTOR KENNETH VAUGHT
(616) 945-9392

VERMONTVILLE
BIBLE CHURCH

250 N. Main St., Vermontville
Sunday School..........................9:45
Worship Service .................. 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service ...... 6 p.m.
Wed. Evening Service...........7 p.m.
AWANA...............7-8:30 p.m. Wed.

PASTOR DANIEL E. SMITH

ST. ANDREW
& MATTHIAS 

INDEPENDENT

2415 McCann Road 
Sunday Senrices:

9:15 a.m. Morning Prayer 
..................11:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

For more information call 795-2370 or
Rev. David T. Hustwick 948-9604

Traditional 1928 Book of Common Prayer used 
for all services. Affiliated with the Independent 

Anglican Church (Canada Synod).

VERMONTVILLE
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH
108 N. Main, Vermontville

Sunday School ................... 10 a.m.
Church Service ................11 a.m.

PASTOR JEFF BOWMAN

MOST HOLY
ROSARY CHURCH

Roman Catholic Latin Mass 
314 Main, Middleville

Sunday Mass ................
616-795-9030

FATHER PAULANDRADE

9 a.m.
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Family Fun Night planned for Friday, Aug. 16
Parents are urged to mark

Friday., Aug. 16, on their 
calendars, as Maple Valley
Schools is sponsoring a ties specially designed for

5:30 p.m., followed by sup­
per at 6 p.m. The rest of the 
evening will feature activi-

Family Fun Night from 5:30 parents to enjoy with their 
to 8 p.m. at the high school children until 8 p.m.

In ‘the Valley’ we are 
working to make sure all 
members of the community 
realize the importance of 
each and every child. More 
importantly, that the impor­
tance of each member of our 
community starts when they 
are born,” said Joan Leos, 
administrative assistant at 
Fuller Street School in 
Nashville.

Leos cited the following 
information from the Uni­
versity of Texas Dallas 
(UTD):

“Did you know that ba­
bies learn rapidly about the 
sights and sounds of their 
environment, and how to af­
fect the people and objects 
that make up their world? 
Consider the following ac­
complishments in an infants 
life:

At two days of age in­
fants recognize their 
mother’s voice, and prefer it

jJU 
SmUf1®...

<1
jJU 

SmUf1®...

<1
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for children up to 5 years 
old and their families.

Registration begins at
From previous page

Rappaport was asked why 
she withdrew from the Rut­
land Township Board race 
two years ago. She won, but 
resigned.

Rappaport said, “I got 
blind-sided by a personal is­
sue and I chose my family 
over that position.” She said 
she is even stronger now and 
promised she would not turn 
down this post if elected.

When a question about 
the Road Commission was 
asked, Rappaport said she’d 
like to see members elected 
rather than appointed.

Curtis noted the county 
doesn’t fund the Road Com­
mission but townships do 
and suggested township offi­
cials jointly appoint them.

County Clerk Deb Smith 
asked Yonker and the chal­
lengers if they attended 
board meetings to get infor­
mation themselves or did 
they rely on rumors, innu­
endo and the newspaper?

Editor David T. Young 
took umbrage with the im­
plication newspaper ac­
counts of board activities 
have been inaccurate, saying 
errors have been rare and 
when they are the Banner 
prints corrections.

Rappaport said she’s not 
sure attending board meet­
ings teaches the audience a 
great deal anyway because 
most of the decisions are 
made in committee work 
and in the board meetings 
the public officials are just 
going through the motions.

Candidates who did not 
have primary contests and 
were not part of forum were 
Republican James French in 
District #2, Republican 
Clare Tripp in District #6, 
Republican Tom Wing in 
District #7 and Democrat 
Mel Goebel in District #8.

HASTINGS 4
Downtown Hastings on State St.

945-SHOW
,75 Kids all shows

$8.00 DAILY Matinees til 6pm & Seniors
$5.25 Students A Late Shows Frl A Sat

$6.25 Evenings Mon-Thurs 
Q No psssss

UsIlnltsS Free Drlrt Refills 1.15| Cera Refills

Stadium Seating Gives YOU 
An Unobstructed View

1.800-535-7203

MOVIE GUIDE
MEW PHONE NUMBER

(616) 945-SHOW

O AUSTIN POWERS IN 
GOLDMEMBER (PG-13) 
iiiiTtuinnaM sutim
11:30. 1:50. 4:00. 7:20, 9:30 
o stOart Limb 2 (pg> 
DKITtUlHDIUM SEAT1M 
11:40,1:30,3:20,5:05.
7:00,8:55
ROAb TO PERDITION (R) 
11: 50. 2:20. 4:50, 7:25, 9: 
MEN IN BLACK 2 (PG-13)

ES3
1 20oz.drink '
I with $1.50 (1/2 price) purchase
■ of 46oz. bag of buttery popcorn
1 Ulr AIM nnr nd A Hl<l Inns 4

DKITtUlHDIUM SEAT1M ■

7:00,8:55 . .
) ■

11: 50. 2:20. 4:50, 7:25, 9:50 ■
) B

12: 00,2:15,4:15,7:10,9:00

recognize

over other voices.
Three-month-olds

detect primary colors, and children 30 minutes each 
prefer red and yellow over day creates the environment 
blue and green. “
match angry and happy fa­
cial expressions to voices 
expressing the same emo­
tion.

Nine-month-olds

can
to share and read at home.

“Remember, reading to

that makes smart kids!” said
Seven-month-olds can Leos. “Learning starts with

“Nine-month-olds can 
watch simple actions and re­
member and imitate them 
one week later.”

These accomplishments 
are just a few of the many 
things infants learn early on. 
The University of Texas at 
Dallas is conducting 
search called the Infant 
Learning Project. The pur­
pose is to examine what 
young infants learn and re­
member about their earliest 
experiences. They are dis­
covering new information 
about what babies are learn­
ing about voices and speech 
sounds, as well as how ba­
bies may remember specific 
experiences.

Every family attending 
Maple Valley’s Family Fun 
Night will leave with a book

re-

fun experiences long before 
your child begins school. 
Let’s work together and not 
miss a day of this wondrous 
time in the life of a ‘Valley’
child.

Why do all the 
work when we 
can do it for you?

The Fun Night is spon­
sored by Maple Valley 
Schools and area coordina­
tors for Maple Valley 
Schools Early Childhood 
Connections.

tun jKeadotvs letiietnent (JiHOagt

1821 N. East St., Hastings, MI 49058
An Assisted Living & Specialized Memory Care Community 

ir Now Taking Reservations 7^

Woodlawn Meadows is pleased to offer assisted living services to those requiring 
various levels of assistance with activities of daily living and specialized memory 

care for those with Alzheimer’s disease and other related dementias.
Limited vacancy remaining in assisted living.

616-897-0200
A Leisure Living Managed Company - www.leisure-living.com

Introducing Your New
Healthcare Partner
A New Name, New Mission 
New Pledge of Service 
To You
Pennock, the name you’ve known and 
trusted for the area’s best health care is on a 
new mission to serve you even better.

,

We’ve changed our name to Pennock Health
Services and put together new 
standards of service you’ll appreciate on your
very next visit.

Each and every Pennock employee and 
volunteer has taken a pledge to be your 
partner in personal, professional and 
progressive care.

This means we pledge to treat you with 
courtesy, respect, professionalism and 
compassion while providing the most state-of- 
the-art healthcare in the finest possible 
facility.

For more information, or to find a Pennock 
affiliated physician near you, 
call (616) 945-1PHY (1749)

Pennock Partner, David Kirchinger, M.D., 
Family Practitioner

Pennock
HEALTH

Ortners in PetS°ft1
ofessiona1’ progressive

Visit us on the web at www.pennockhealth.com
1009 W. Green Street, Hastings

http://www.leisure-living.com
http://www.pennockhealth.com


The Maple Valley News, Nashville, Tuesday, July 30,2002 - Page 4

Teen drowns, from page 1 -
Barnes reported that it 

took five to 10 minutes to 
pull Gardner from the water 
but Oakland’s investigation 
points toward possibly 15 
minutes, he said.

Trooper Booms was the

the driver to stop.”
Oakland said the driver 

disregarded their signals and 
continued eastbound on Kel­
logg Street.

“The officers got in their 
cars, turned on the overhead 
lights and attempted to catch first one in the water, then 
up to the car,” said Oakland. Dent, then Chief Barnes, 
“The car appeared to be ac- said Oakland.

The Barry County Sher­
iff’s Dive Team responded

celerating and they turned 
on their sirens.”

Oakland said it would be to search the water for other 
a “misnomer” to refer to the possible victims but 
officers’ actions as a “pur­
suit.”

none 
were located and no other 
person is believed to have 

“It was only four-tenths been inside the car with
of a mile between their Gardner when it crashed.

Gardner was taken tooriginal location and the
crash site,” said Oakland. Pennock Hospital where he 
“They were trying to catch was met by a medical heli- 
up, it lost control, fish tailed, copter. The hospital reported 
went off the side of the road him dead at 5:55 a.m. An 
and rolled down an embank- autopsy conducted Tuesday 
ment into the river.” confirmed that cause of

But Barnes said in a press death was drowning. 
release Monday morning 
that the officers “attempted 
to stop the subject during a 
40-50 mph pursuit.”

Oakland
Gardner’s speed as not fast 
for a straight away “but fast 
for a curve” which he de­
scribed as “almost 90 de­
grees.”

One officer told Oakland 
he saw the tires sinking into 
the murky water while the 
other officer arrived in time 
to see only bubbles as the 
car sank to the bottom.

“It was going down 
quickly,” said Oakland.

Barnes also responded to 
the scene and all three offi­
cers entered the river, but 
were only able only to feel 
their way around.

“He (Booms) immedi­
ately tried to get the doors 
open,” said Oakland. “The 
car was on its top on the bot­
tom of the river in six to 
eight feet of river water. 
They attempted to get into 
the car. There were prob­
lems there, they were going 
up and down for air.”

Gardner was wearing a 
seat belt which complicated 
extraction efforts.

“The seat belt had to be 
cut,” Oakland said. “Once 
he was out, Trooper Booms 
tried to resuscitate him until 
he was turned over to the 
ambulance at the scene.”

described

Oakland is also investi-

gating reports that alcohol 
was involved, he said.

“We want to find out 
what was going on with 
Corbin prior to the acci­
dent,” said Oakland.

According to a prelimi­
nary report, a 1993, gray 
Ford Escort LX car was re­
ported at 6:05 a.m. to be 
missing from a home on 
South M-66 and was last 
seen two hours earlier.

Oakland had no comment 
on that part of his investiga­
tion.

The investigation was 
turned over the sheriff’s of­
fice “so there could be an in­
dependent investigation” 
which Oakland said “is a 
wise choice.”

Gardner was the son of 
Forrest and Patty Gardner 
and Gail (Miller) Gray and 
was a student at Maple Val­
ley schools.

Myrtle M. Reid
NASHVILLE - Myrtle 

M. Reid, age 88, of 
Nashville, died Monday, 
July 22, 2002 at Pennock 
Hospital in Hastings.

Myrtle M. Reid was 
bom in Bedford, Michigan 
on August 30, 1913, the 
daughter of Alexander and 
Hazel (Hunt) Ellsworth. 
She was raised in the 
Bedford area and attended 
area schools.

She married Claude Reid 
on July 26, 1930 in Battle 
Creek, MI.

Myrtle was a life long 
resident of Nashville, 
attended the Nashville 
Church of the Nazarene and 
was a member of the 
Modern Pioneers Club. 
She enjoyed vacationing in 
the upper peninsula with 
her family members, 
traveling with her husband, 
Claude 
Michigan
wagon trips, camping, 
horses and being with her 
grandchildren. She enjoyed 
gardening and especially 
her roses.

Myrtle is survived by 
her sons; Lyle (Diane) 
Reid of Hastings, Charles

throughout
on covered

Reid of
Nashville, Duane (Mary) 
Reid of Charlotte, Gordie 
(Vickie) Reid of Hastings; 
daughters, Barbara Mann of 
Nashville, Carol (Ervin) 
Gaskill of Ludington, 
Claudine (Mike) Hill of 
Nashville,
(Rocky) Adams of 
Nashville; brother-in-law, 
Clarence (Margaret) Reid; 
sisters-in-law, Orpha Reid 
and Ruth Reid; 24 
grandchildren; 39 great
grandchildren and nine 
great-great grandchildren.

Preceding her in death 
was her husband, Claude 
Reid and great- great 
grandson, Tyler.

Funeral services were 
held Thursday, July 25, 
2002 aat Nashville Church 
of the Nazarenes. Reverend 
Alan Metier officiated.

Burial will be
Lakeview Cemetery 
Nashville, MI.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Nashville 
Church of the Nazarene 
Building Fund.

Arrangements were made 
by Maple Valley Chapel in 
Nashville, ML

(Frankie)

Claudette
Adams

at
in

Marguerite A. Burdick

GRADUATE!
Maple Valley Schools—Your School of Choice
If you want your child to graduate, then Maple Valley Schools is a 

great choice. Our retention rate for students is an outstanding 99.1%!
We are invested in your child’s success. We want your child to stay 

in school and have all the opportunities that begin with a high school 
diploma. The Valley provides:

Safe Schools, Caring Student-Centered Teachers,
Small Class Sizes, Full Curricular and Extra Curricular Offerings, 

State-of-the-Art Technology
We are now accepting schools of choice applications for the 2002­

2003 school year. If you live in Eaton, Barry, Calhoun, Ionia or 
Ingham County Intermediate School Districts you are welcome to join 
our schools.
At Maple Valley Schools, yoUr child receives the best of both worlds. I

NASHVILLE - 
Marguerite A. Burdick, age 

of Curtis Road, 
Nashville, ML, died 
Tuesday, July 23, 2002 at 
her home.

Mrs. Burdick was born 
June 23, 1911 in Hopkins 
Township, Allegan Co., 
MI. the daughter of Aaron 
& Clara (Kemmer) 
Schafer. Reared in the 
Hopkins area, attended 
school there and graduated 
from Hopkins 
School in 1927.

She married Warren M. 
Burdick on June 5, 1934. 
The couple moved to 
Nashville, MI. where they 
owned and operated 
Burdick's Tavern for nearly 
30 years. Mrs. Burdick has 
lived at her present address 
on Curtis Road since 
1974.

She was a member of 
Hastings Grace Lutheran 
Church where she was 
affectionately referred to as 
one of the church mice 
along with special friend, 
Irene Golnek. Member of 
the National Farmer's 
Organization, member of 
the Aid Association for 
Lutherans, served as a 
substitute organist for the 
church for many years.

She began playing the 
piano/organ at age 13 in 
the Hopkins Lutheran 
Church. She enjoyed her 
children, grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, her cat, 
Tuffy, cross stitching, 
cross word puzzles, latch 
hooking, game shows on 
TV especially The Price Is 
Right, Wheel Of Fortune, 
Jeopardy, Detroit Tiger 
baseball games. Family 
Friday fun nights were 
known as their Stitch & 
Bitch Night.

She is survived by her 
daughters, Artha (Bill) 
Shaw and Jane (George) 
Skedgell 
Nashville, 
grandchildren, 
(Bev)Spoelstra 
Hastings, Diane (Ken) 
Ramsey of Hastings, 
Dione (Bryon) Antes of 
Kentwood, 
(Brent) Moore of Eaton' 
Rapids, Sue (Tad) Davis of 
Hastings, 
(Dave)Duffey of Holland, 
Kimberly (Bill) Keim of 
Grand Rapids, Cara (Mike) 
McClure of Georgetown, 
Texas, Karen (John Harris) 
Skedgell of Bellevue, Mike 
Skedgell of Nashville, 
Danny Skedgell 
Nashville; 16 
grandchildren, Beth Shaw- 
Duffey, Meghann Antes,

91,
ML,

High

and

both
ML;

of
11

Ted
of

Christine

Kathy

of 
great

Eric Duffey, Jeremy Antes, 
Kevin Moore, Branden 
Antes, Travis Moore, 
Cody Moore, Stefen

in-law, Wilma Schafer of 
Kalamazoo and nieces & 
nephews.

Preceding her in death 
are her parents; husband, 
Warren on September 30, 
1986; daughter, Clara 
Marie Spoelstra in 1989; 
brothers, William & 
George Schafer; sister-in­
law, Velma Schafer and 
special friend Irene Golnek.

Funeral service were held 
Friday, July 26, 2002 at 
Hastings Grace Lutheran 
Church. Reverend Dr. 
Michael 
officiated.

Burial

J.

was

Anton

Antes, Kevin Davis,
Mallori Spoelstra, Becky 
Davis, Cody Snyder, Eric 
Ramsey, Jason Snyder, 
Christina Ramsey; son-in­
law, Bill (Marie) Spoelstra 
of Nashville, ML; sister-

at the 
Lakeview Cemetery in 
Nashville, ML

Memorial contributions 
Barry Community Hospice 
or Hastings Grace Lutheran 
Church.

Arrangements were made 
by Wren Funeral Home in 
Hastings.

Donald E. Gostnell
stepson, Dustin Humphery 

Ionia;
IONIA Donald E. 

Gostnell, age 49, of Ionia, 
passed away unexpectedly 
on Sunday, July 21, 2002.

He was born on October 
26, 1952 in Lansing, the 
son of Elmer H. and Eulah 
D. (VanSiclin) Gostnell.

Mr. Gostnell served in 
the U.S. Army during 
Vietnam. He received the 
Purple Heart and was a 
member of the Ionia VFW 
Post #224.

He worked for 21 years 
at both the Michigan 
Reformatory and Ionia I­
Max.

Surviving are his wife, 
Lisa; son, Donald Craig 
Gostnell of Lake Odessa;

of Ionia; two 
grandchildren, Brent and 
Austin,; parents, Elmer 
and Eulah Gostnell of Lake 
Odessa; brother, Jerry 
(Judy) Gostnell of Ohio; 
sisters, Deb (Tom) Kasdorf 
of Palo and Helen Hynes 
of Hastings.

A cremation has taken 
place.

A memorial graveside 
service was held Friday, 
July 26, 2002 at Lakeside 
Cemetery in Lake Odessa. 
Reverend George Speed 
officiated.

Arrangements were made 
by Cooks Funeral Home 
in Ionia.

| The safety and personal care of a smaller country school is combined | 
| with the program offerings of the larger urban districts. Teachers at

‘The Valley” will know and care for your children as individuals. Your 
children will be accepted for their strengths and skillfully challenged

to improve on their weaknesses. When the big day of graduation
comes for your children, Maple Valley Schools 

will have them prepared for their future.

For enrollment information, 
call 517-852-9699 ZjH

w

Call for 
Maple Valiev 
Classifieds 

945-9554 or
1-800-870-7085

Blood drives planned
Hall, 915 Reed St., from 1 to 
6:45 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 8.

Red Cross officials say 
they anticipate a strong need 
for type O-negative blood 
over the summer because 
more people travel.

For more information, 
call the Barry County chap­
ter of the American Red 
Cross at 945-3122.

Two Red Cross blood 
drive are planned for early 
next month, one in Hastings 
and the other in Nashville.

The drive in Hastings will 
be held at the Elks Lodge, 
102 E. Woodlawn St., from 
noon to 5:45 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 1. The blood bank in 
Nashville will take place at 
the Castleton Township

Special ^Ikanlc Ucu
from the famiitj o<f

Though Words can never express how 
we feel, we would like to say thank you 
to everyone who helped us during the 
loss of our parents.
And thank you for the cards, calls, 

visits, flowers, food and money donated 
to the Cancer Society and American 
Lung Association.
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Frances A. MacDonald
FREEPORT - Frances

A. MacDonald, age 89, of 
Michigan,
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Corbin A. Gardner
NASHVILLE - 

Corbin A. Gardner, age 14, 
of Nashville, Michigan, 
died Monday, July 22, 
2002.

Corbin was born 
November 26, 1987 in 
Charlotte, Michigan, the 
son of Forrest Allan 
Gardner and Gail (Miller) 
Gray.

He was a student at 
Maple Valley Schools and 
loved to hunt and fish. He 
raised ducks and geese and 
was a Bobby LaBonte fan.

He is survived by his 
Father, Forrest Allan and 
step-mother, Patty Gardner 
of Nashville; mother, Gail 
Gray of Battle Creek;

Home under the auspices 
of Kalamo Eastern Star 
Lodge #399.

Funeral services were 
held Thursday, July 25, 
2002 at Vermontville 
Congregational Church. 
Reverend Eric Lison 
officiated.

Interment were in 
Woodlawn Cemetery in 
Vermontville.

If desired, memorial 
contributions may be made 
to the church 
Heartland Hospice.

Further 
available 
www.pray funeral .com.

Arrangements were made 
by Pray Funeral Home in 
Charlotte.

Bismark
Boosters, 
Ladies

Boosters, 
Community 
Bismark 
Fellowship, etc.) over the 
years.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
in-laws; her husband, 
Vernon, October 1985 and 
youngest son, Scott in 
December 1999.

Surviving her are two 
sons, Bryce (Amanda) 
MacDonald of 
Vermontville, ML, Larry 
MacDonald of Clearwater, 
FL.; two daughters-in-law, 
Kate MacDonald of 
Pinellas Park, FL, Susan 
MacDonald of Freeport, 
ML; six grandchildren, 
Nika (Randy) Hankins, 
JoDee (Tony) Pruden, Kent 
(Teresa) MacDonald all of 
Charlotte, Kelly (Scott) 
Hartman of Lansing, Jason 
and Rachel MacDonald of 
Pinellas Park, FL.; two 
step grandsons, David 
MacDonald of Chicago, 
Illinois and Terry Lee 
Ranshaw of Charlotte; 
eight great grandchildren, 
Cassandra, Mark, Padraic, 
Heather, Gregory, Dallas, 
Haley and Meira; a step 
great grandchild, Kristin; 
one great great grandchild, 
Jeffery.

An Order of Eastern Star 
Memorial Service was 
conducted Wednesday, July 
24, 2002 at Pray Funeral

Vermontville, Michigan.
If desired, memorial 

contributions may be made 
to the Nashville Fire and 
Ambulance Departments.

Further information 
available 
www.prayfuneral.com.

Arrangements were made 
by Pray Funeral Home in 
Charlotte.

sisters, Courtney and 
Hana; brother, Jacob; 
grandparents, Lee Joppie of 
Vermontville, Roger and 
Diane Gardner of 
Vermontville,
Miller of Texas, Barbara 
Hukill of Taft, CA.; great 
grandmother, Dorothy 
Mahar of Vermontville and 
many aunts, uncles and 
cousins.

Family Affirmation 
Service was held Thursday, 
July 25, 2002 at Pray 
Funeral Home, Charlotte,

Reverend 
Rossell

Freeport, 
formerly of Charlotte and 
Vermontville passed away 
on to her rewards Sunday, 
July 21, 2002 at the home 
of her daughter-in-law, of 
natural causes.

Mrs. MacDonald was 
born to J. Milton and 
Adella (Loomis) Lent on 
May 28, 1913 in Chicago, 
Illinois.

Frances spent her youth 
between Chicago and 
Vermontville, graduating 
from Vermontville in 
1930. She married Vernon 
L. MacDonald of Chicago 
in 1933. The family 
moved from Chicago to 
her family farm in rural 
Vermontville in 1946. 
After the passing of her 
beloved husband in 1985, 
she moved to Charlotte.

She spent 27 years being 
a snow bird at Ramblers 
Rest Resort in Venice, 
Florida either with Vernon 
or friend/companion, 
Claude Troyer.

She was a past Matron 
and life member of Kalamo 
O.E.S. #399, a long time 
member of Vermontville 

Congregational 
the

Christian Association, 
Women's Club and was 

in many other 
organizations

MacDonald

was
Gardner

Robert
at

were

or to

information
at Michigan.

Raymond 
officiated.

Interment
Woodlawn Cemetery in

are in

Call945-9554or 
1-80M10-M85 
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Joshua A. Duits
HASTINGS - Joshua A. 

Duits, age 23, of Hastings, 
died Friday, July 26, 2002 at 
Spectrum Health-Blodgett 
Campus in Grand Rapids.

Josh was born on April 2, 
1979 in Hastings, MI, the 
son of Rick A. and Sharon 
Lynn (Inman) Duits.

He was raised in the 
Hastings area and attended 
Hastings schools, graduat­
ing in 1997 from Hastings 
High School. He went on to 
attend Michigan Career and 
Technical Institute, graduat­
ing with honors.

His employment includ­
ed: TNR Machine in 
Delton, worked as an inde­
pendent computer designer 
of architectural/industrial 
designs and MC Supply in 
Hastings.

He was a member of 
Grace Lutheran Church, 
avid sports enthusiast enjoy­
ing motorcross, NASCAR 
and hunting. Most important 
to Josh was his loving fami­
ly and a host of friends.

Josh is survived by his 
parents, Sharon and Rick 
Duits; sister, Karrie Neil- 
Cross of Waterford, MI; 
brothers, Chadwick H. Neil 
of Hastings and Thomas 
Clinton (Angela) Neil of 
Hastings; nieces, Chasity 
and Joumi Neil; nephew, 
Gage Pederson; paternal 
grandmother, Greta Duits of 
Nashville; several aunts,

uncles and cousins.
Preceding him in death 

were paternal grandfather, 
Donald Duits; maternal 
grandparents, Dorotha and 
Jerry Frost and Helen and 
Victor Inman.

There will be no funeral 
home visitation. A memori­
al reception at the church 
will immediately follow ser­
vices.

A candlelight memorial 
service will be held 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 1, 2002 at 
Hastings Grace Lutheran 
Church with Rev.
Michael J. Anton officiat­
ing.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Joshua A. 
Duits Memorial Fund.

Arrangements were made 
by Wren Funeral Home of 
Hastings.

Dr.

A gift to the Barry Community Foundation Is used 
to help fund activities throughout the county In 
the name of the person you designate. Ask your 
funeral director for more Information on the Barry 

। ^ommunlt^oundation^u^ar94^0526^^^^
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http://www.prayfuneral.com
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Engagements
Powers-Myers
Glenn and Barb Powers of 

Nashville are happy to 
announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Tanya 
Nichole to Mark Adam 
Myers.

Tanya is employed by 
National City Bank 
works in the Charlotte 
branch.

Mark is the owner of 
Myers Construction Com­
pany.

An Aug. 7, 2002 wedding 
is being planned.

daughter,

and

Insurance
Auto • Home • Life 

Membership
Rodney Todd

Parents needed to 
help with playground

Administrators at Fuller 
Street Elementary in Nash­
ville are asking parents to at­
tend a special playground 
work day at the school Sat­
urday, Aug. 10.

The work is scheduled to 
begin at 7 a.m. in an attempt 
to get most of the work done 
before the hottest part of the 
day.

616-945-6388 • 1-800-813-1747
226 N. Church Street, Hastings

Across from the Post Office

Parents will help con­
struct sand boxes, mount 
tether ball courts and basket­
ball structures and hoops.

When school starts Mon­
day, Aug. 26, approximately 
500 children a day will re­
sume playing on the Fuller 
playground. The local PTO 
and the Fuller Street School 
Playground Committee are 
working with Principal Judy 
Farnsworth to make the 
Fuller playground a better 
place for kids.

Pat Powers, facilities 
maintenance manager, is in­
stalling gates that will ex­
pand the area for soccer play 
south of the conventional 
playground This will add 
more space and enhance 
safety. Working with the 
playground committee, 
Powers also will dig holes

and prepare trenches to get 
specific areas ready for the 
community work day.

Playground professionals 
will be installing new 
pieces of playground equip­
ment at the end of July as 
well.

“Your work efforts on 
Aug. 10, starting at 7 a.m., 
will help add more appropri­
ate play structure opportuni­
ties at Fuller. What you do 
makes the difference,” said 
Joan Leos, administrative 
assistant at Fuller.

Please call Lisa Lapham 
at (517) 852-2103, and leave 
a message if you can help 
with the project.

Nellie Harvey 
to celebrate 
90th birthday

MAPLE VALLEY
Real Estate

227 N. MAIN ST., NASHVILLE

Member of Greater Lansing Association of 
Realtors, and Multiple Listing Services;

Also Grand Rapids Multiple Listing Service

227 N. MAIN ST., NASHVILLE

Phone (517) 852-1915 Fax: 852-9138 REALTOR

Web Site: www.lansing-realestate.com
Broker, Homer Winegar, GRI

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES
• Multiple Listing Service (MLS) • Home Warranty Available

Joan & Homer Winegar, GRI....................................................................Eves. 726-0223
Nyle Wells, GRI (Assoc. Broker).......................................................................726-1234
Jerry Reese (Sales Associate)...........................................................................852-5066

HMS*

Faurots to celebrate 
silver wedding anniversary

On July 30, 2002, Bryan and Patricia Faurot will be 
celebrating 25 years of marriage. Bryan II, Melissa, 
Vanessa, and all the rest of their friends and family 
would like to wish them happy 25th and many more 
happy years to come.

AfLS
Anyone wishing to visit or 
send cards to Tender Care, 
240 E. North, Hastings.

She will be happy to hear 
from anyone.

Nellie Harvey celebrates 
her 90th birthday July 29th.

“IN COUNTRY” ON MAIN 
ROAD NASHVILLE ON 3 

ACRES.
SPACIOUS LOG HOME IN

IN COUNTRY ON 10 ACRES 4 bedroom newer ranch on
IN NASHVILLE. comer lot. Full basement, one

Beautifully updated 8t remod- block from downtown. Great 
eled farm house on 10 +/- starter or retirement home.
acres, oak kitchen cabinets, Listed at $89,900. Call Jerry SECLUDED SETTING, IN THE
garden area, fruit trees, too or Homer for more 
many newer updates to men- details.
tion. Central air, peaceful set­
ting, horse lovers take a look!
Call Jerry. $159,900.(CH-168)

WOODS. 3 or 4 bedrooms, 2 
(N-162) 1/2 baths, great room with

fireplace, den, finished base­
ment, central air, south of 
Nashville on M-66. Give Jerry 
a call to see. (CH-159)

2 car

COUNTRY LIVING AT ITS 
BESTI

3 bedrooms, 2 baths, full 
walkout basement,

NEWER "COUNTRY" RANCH garage, fenced back yard are 
HOME. just a few of the features. This

1 acre south of one won't last!! Call Nyle 
Vermontville, paved road. todayl (CH-166)
fenced yard. Cali Nyle.

(CH-165)

...on
HOME.
acre south

AFFORDABLE COUNTRY 
LIVINGI

Cute 3 bedroom, 1 bath home 
mobile home with cathedral on 1 acre with 2 car garage & 
ceiling, large master bed- additional shop or storage

VERMONTVILLE CLOSE TO 
STORES

2 bedroom, 1990 single wide

room, shows well on large area. Priced to buy.
corner lot. Call Nyle. (V-158) Call Nyle.

VACANT LAND:
(CH-167)

BUILDING LOT IN VERMONTVILLE!
Suitable for "walk-out" basement wooded, good location, all surveyed. 
Call Nyle for details. City water & 
sewer. (VL-150)

7 ACRE PARCEL AND A 10 ACRE PARCEL
Both north of Vermontville on black top road. Both have possible pond 
sites, & possible walkout building sites, surveyed, perked 8t driveway 
permits. Parcels are seeded to hay. Natural gas available on 7 acre par­
cel. Cali Homer. (VL-137 8f 145)

STATELY HOME IN 
NASHVILLE - OCCUPANCY 

AT CLOSEl
Stately older home with many 
recent renovations. Great 
master suite, formal dining 
room, fenced backyard, cor­
ner lot, good option for "no 
down" financing. Call Nyle to 
explore the options. (N-163)

renovations.

SELLERS MOTIVATEDI 
NASHVILLE ON 1.7 ACRES 

4 or 5 bedroom, 2 story house 
with 5+ car garage on huge 
shaded 1.7 acre lot. Newer 
roof, updated electric service 
workshop, enclosed porch, all 
major appliances included. All 
yours for $89,000. 
Call Jerry. (N-164)

‘Amazing
Anthropods’
coming today Deckers to celebrate

Today, Tuesday, July 30, 25th wedding anniversary
e Vermontville Public Li­

The children of Scott and Teresa Decker will hold an
open house to celebrate their 25th anniversary on Sat-

the Vermontville Public Li­
brary will be host for 
“Amazing Arthropods,” a 
traveling zooseum presented urday, Aug. 10 at 6 p.m. It will be held at 9351 M-79 
by the Young Entomologist Highway in Nashville at their home.
Society of Lansing.

The program will begin at
2 p.m. in the Opera House. 
Refreshments will be served 
and a door prize drawing Cole and and Alicia Decker. No gifts, please.

Teresa and Scott were married on July 30, 1978 in
Charlotte, Michigan.

The couple have two children — Raymond of
Nashville and Angela of Ionia, and two grandchildren,

will be held.
Refreshments are served 

at all library programs and 
are donated by the Vermont­
ville Women’s Club.

Everyone is welcome to 
attend.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising in this news­

paper is subject to the Fair Housing Act 
and the Michigan Civil Rights Act 
which collectively make it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, color, reli­
gion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
national origin, age or martial status, or 
an intention, to make any such prefer­
ence, limitation or discrimination.” 
Familial status includes children under 
the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people 
securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To report discrimination call the 
Fair Housing Center at 616-451-2980. 
The HUD toll-free telephone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1 -800-927­
9275.

Would you like your 
retirement income to be:

S Federal Income Tax Free (after 5 years and age 591/2)

S Guaranteed for Life

S Backed by a company with the highest financial strength/ 
claims paying ability ratings from five independent rating 
services.

7 he Stale Farm Roth Individual Retirement 
Annuity is a new retirement savings vehicle.

Call State Farm Agent:
Tai Gearhart 
825 S. Hanover St. 
Hastings, Ml 
616-948-1284; 866-948-1284

State Farm's

State Farm Life Insurance Company 
Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois Individual Retirement Annuity

http://www.lansing-realestate.com
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Youth baseball enjoys exciting season

The 2002 Hastings City Bank youth baseball team (names not available).
The Maple Valley Youth 

Baseball League enjoyed an­
other exciting season of play 
in 2002.

There were five teams in

the league this 
sponsored by Coldwell 
Banking, Briggs Heating

The 2002 Coldwell Banker youth baseball team (names not available).
summer,

and Cooling, Messer’s Full 
Service, Good Time Pizza

and Hastings City Bank.
Defending champion 

Hastings City Bank finished 
first in the league standings, 
but second-place Good Time 
Pizza came back to win the

tournament championship 
game over City Bank 11-10.

Outstanding defensive 
plays made it a close game. 
Good Time Pizza went with 
pitcher Kyle Fisher and

catchers Jorge and Jesse 
Miller, while Hastings City
Bank fielded pitcher Devon 
Meade and catcher Chris 
Caldwell.

League director James

Brown sent out thanks to 
everyone who helped make 
another great season. Each 
team put forth a solid effort 
and kept the season stand­
ings tight.

The 2002 Musser’s Full Service youth baseball team. Front row (from left): Matt 
Schlehuber, Jimmy Brown, Josh Hall, Zac Eddy, Clayton Beers, Chris Rugg. Back 
row: coach James Brown, Dustin Cowell, Hutch Joppie, Austin Earl, Brody Swift,
Justin Hoffman, Nick Parks, assistant coach Troy Bass.

The 2002 Good Time Pizza youth baseball team. Front row (from left): Jesse 
Miller, Levi Westendorpe, Kaleb Root, Robby Patrick, Taylor Viscor, Brandon 
Samms. Back row: coach Jeff Fisher, Brandon Downing, Matt Hamilton, Kyle

Josh

The 2002 Briggs Heating and Cooling youth baseball team. Front row (from left):
Kirt Peterson, Ethan Clark, Bradley Laverty, Tyler Franks, Justin Kennedy. Back 
row: coach Scott Clark, Ryan Brooke, James Olsen, Jared Smith, Daniel Benadict, 
Kyle Burns, Brogan Bodenmuller, assistant coach Jeff Kennedy. Not pictured: 
Jose Garza.

Over Your Head In Debt?
LIQUIDATION-REORGANIZATION

Bankruptcy 
Michael J. McPhillips 

945-3512
Evening Appointments Available

Samms,
Marcus

Fisher,
Jorge Miller, 
Pierce, Tyler Teft. Not pic­
tured: coach Scott Lenz.

Ballet
V Pointe
V Gymnastics
V Lyrical
? Jazz
W Hip Hop
'v Tap

Combination
Class for 3-6 
yrs. old

Mon., August 5th 1-3pm Er 5-8pm 
Tues., August 6th 1-3pm Er 5-8pm 
CLASSES START THE WEEK OF SEPT. 9TH 
September tuition is due at registration 
to hold your place in class
Rates per month:

$30 - 45 minute class
$35 - 1 hour class

(Cecchetti & Pointe Classes) 
For more information, please call 
Kelly Sanderson, Director 

616-374-7991

bb.

QfUPP
-

115 A/. Main, Woodland MI 48879
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State Senate, Rep. candidates answer questions at Jorum
by Matt Cowall

Staff Writer
Three Republican State 

Senate candidates and two 
Democratic candidates for 
State Representative took 
part in a First Friday forum 
July 12 at the Thomas Jef­
ferson Hall in Hastings, 
leading up to the Aug. 6 pri­
mary.

Republicans running in 
the primary for the new 24th 
Michigan Senate District art 
State Rep. Patty Birkholz of 
Saugatuck Township, for­
mer State Rep. Terry Geiger 
of Lake Odessa arid Joe 
Wicks of Holland. The Sen­
ate District takes in all of 
Allegan, Barry and Eaton 
counties.

The two Democrats seek­
ing their party’s nomination 
in the 87th House District to 
face incumbent Republican 
Gary Newell are Rebecca 
Lukasiewicz of Hastings and 
Seymour Van Derske of Ly­
ons. The House District cov­
ers all of Barry County and 
a portion of Ionia County.

Questions were prepared of the other candidates 
in advance and posed by stated they also would not 

have supported the raise and 
Each candidate was allowed would support a constitu-
a maximum of three minutes 
to answer each question, fol­
lowed by an additional one- 
minute rebuttal if necessary.

Candidates were first 
asked to address a 39 per­
cent pay raise agreed to by

For 87th iJiS’i'Kl
Representative

Patricia Birkholz Terry Geiger Joe Wicks Rebecca Lukasiewicz Seymour VanDerske'

state legislators for them­
selves more than a year ago, 
a hike that passed without 
any debate and pushed legis­
lative salaries to more than 
$80,000 per year.

Birkholz voted against the 
pay raise and noted that the 
House actually voted it 
down, but it passed anyway 
after the Senate declined to 
vote on it, as is allowed un­
der the state constitution. All

moderator Fred Jacobs.

tional amendment to. force 
the full legislature to ap­
prove pay raises. Such an 
amendment will be on the 
ballot for voters this fall, 
Birkholz said.

Geiger hinted that Birk-

NOTICE
Vermontville Township 

Residents
Notice is hereby given that the PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST 

for the August 6,2002, Primary Election has been scheduled 
for August 2, 2002, at 11 a.m. at the Vermontville Township 
Fire Barn located on the comer of First and S. Main Streets 
in Vermontville. The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to 
determine that the program and computer being used to tab­
ulate the results of the election, counts the votes in the man­
ner prescribed by law. Interested parties are invited to attend.

Marcia K. Grant 
Clerk

115

holz didn’t do enough to 
fight the pay raise, calling 
the hike “outlandish.” He 
mentioned a negative sup­
plemental appropriation bill 
he introduced in 1996 in re­
action to a self-granted pay 
raise by the state courts. 
Geiger said the bill reduced 
funding to the courts by the 
amount of the raise, forcing 
the courts to come up with 
their pay hike out of their 
existing budget.

The issue of abortion split 
the candidates along party 
lines. The anti-abortion 
group Right to Life endorses 
all three Republicans.

“Even if you just look at 
the sonograms, it’s not an 
apple, it’s something that’s 
going to develop into a hu­
man being,” Wicks said.

Democrats Lukasiewicz 
and Van Derske said they 
are primarily pro-choice. 
Lukasiewicz said that she 
doesn’t personally support 
abortion, especially as a 
form of birth control, and 
wouldn’t encourage others 
to seek the procedure, but 
she supports the “freedom 
for individuals to choose 
their own moral codes and 
ethical standards.” Van Der- 
ske said he believes the is­
sue is “between a woman, 
her husband and her Lord.”

All the candidates gener­
ally were in favor of making 
it easier to allow referen­
dums on election ballots, 
though Geiger and Van Der-

Openings for Substitute and /or Future Positions 
MAPLE VALLEY SCHOOLS

Secretary or Student Support Center
Hours: Up to 7 hours/day Monday through Friday

Qualifications:
High school graduate, secretarial associate degree or equivalent 
training preferred
Three years of secretarial experience preferred
Computer experience required
Good organizational and communication skills
Must be able to compose correspondence, proofread and correct 
materials using proper grammar, spelling and punctuation 
Self-initiative and public relations skills
Basic accounting skills
Ability to work cooperatively with staff at all levels
Secretarial skills test required

Responsibilities may include handling student related needs, answering the 
phone, taking daily attendance, general office duties, liaison with volunteers 
and community organizations, assisting students with first aid when neces­
sary, distribution of medication, contacting parents when student is sick or 
injured; other duties as may be assigned by administration.

Application should be made to Administration Office, Maple valley Schools, 
11090 Nashville Highway, Vermontville, MI 49096 by August 5, 2002.

ske both expressed some 
reservations. Geiger noted 
that binding referendums 
can become extremely com­
plicated, and is more sup­
portive of non-binding 
“questions” on ballots as 
measures of public opinion. 
In that case, Geiger said, 
“voters should have the right 
to place a question (on a bal­
lot) and expect elected offi­
cials to adhere to the an­
swer.”

Van Derske called refer­
endums a “Catch-22,” say­
ing voters are “darned if you 
do and darned if you don’t.”

Candidates then were 
asked to define “pro-family” 
in today’s economic climate, 
where two-wage families are 
making less in real terms 
than single-wage earners 
made years ago.

All three GOP candidates 
called for tax cuts. Wicks 
proposed allowing families 
to pay less for public educa­
tion, through tax credits, if 
they choose to pay for their 
children to attend private 
schools. Birkholz said legis­
lators need to anticipate “un­
intended consequences” of 
policies that may end up 
burdening families, and Gei­
ger said care should be taken 
not to discourage workers, 
since many find today’s life­
style “rewarding.”

The two Democrats were 
unsure of a solution. Luka­
siewicz will marry next 
year, and said that she and 
her significant other have al­
ready realized they will need 
two incomes and still may 
not be able to buy a house.

“I don’t know what we 
can do, because it’s become 
so ingrained in our society,” 
Lukasiewicz said.

Van Derske earned a 
laugh when he said, “(My 
late wife) never had to get 
out and really work for a liv­
ing. She only had eight kids 
to take care of.” He added 
that he feels sorry for young 
workers, saying, “I don’t 
know how they make it.”

With the state facing a 
looming budget crisis, the 
candidates were asked to 
identify potential cuts and 
share their views on the re­
cent hike in the cigarette tax.

Lukasiewicz said that 
zero-based budgets for non­
essential programs could 
help abate the crisis. She 
pledged to protect funding 
for education, the environ­
ment and road maintenance, 
and in her most passionate 
response of the day, she 
came out firmly against the 
cigarette tax.

“It is unethical and im- up the budget. He listed 
moral to take advantage of public security, public safety 
that addiction,” Lukasiewicz and basic health care as his 
said. “I think it is utterly top funding priorities. 
wrong, and it was strongly Wicks said he would re­
opposed by Democrats. It duce or eliminate “unneces- 
was the Republicans (who) sary programs” and grow 
put that through the House, the economy to make up the 
and it was the Republicans shortfall. He said he would 
taking advantage of people work to repeal the Prevail- 
who cannot help them- ing Wage Act, which man­
selves.” dates that public construc-

“I don’t know that I’d tion project bids must in- 
have raised (the tax) that clude wages set by the local 
high,” fellow Democrat Van union. Wicks said the law 
Derske said. “It’s a way to causes taxpayers to overpay 
get a little extra revenue to for public projects.

Birkholz sai'd the state 
must encourage and attract 
new businesses and keep the 
ones it already has while

cover up the blunders that 
have been made in the last 
few years.”

Birkholz voted for the
cigarette tax as a “short-term maintaining rollbacks on the 

income tax and single-busi­
ness tax.

The candidates were then 
asked whether or not 
schools are better off in the

fix.” She said studies show 
that higher prices help keep 
young people from starting 
to smoke, ’ and cited the 
“horrendous expense” on
state budgets to care for eight years after the passage
smoking-related illnesses 
and deaths. Geiger and 
Wicks agreed that they 
would have voted for the 
tax. Geiger called it a diffi­
cult decision, but he thought 
it was the “most benign 
way” to make up the state’s 
budget shortfall, since the 
political will hasn’t yet 
mounted for cuts.

Geiger warned that next 
year would be much more 
difficult, since the govern­
ment has used up all of its 
“creative” measures to prop

of Proposal A, which cut 
property taxes as the princi­
pal means of funding public 
education and increased the 
sales tax from four to six 
cents on the dollar.

Van Derske expressed 
some skepticism about the 
success of Proposal A.

“We all have to tighten 
our belts,” Van Derske said. 
“Things are going to get 
worse before they get better.

“I was never enthused
See candidates, page 9

NOTICE
The Village of Vermontville is seeking a five 
acre parcel of land for the use of a new water 
well. Please contact the village office by phone 
726-1429 or by mail PO Box K.

Vermontville Village Council 
114

NOTICE
VILLAGE OF VERMONTVILLE

The first week of every month has been 
designated as BRUSH PICKUP week.
Work hours: Monday-Thursday, 7 a.m. to 

3 p.m. Fridays 7 a.m. to noon.
There is a $5 charge for this service.
For other days of the month call the vil­

lage garage at 726-1444 to have lagoon 
gates opened during work hours.

Vermontville Village Council
110
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Restraining order halts
business contruction

by Sandra Ponsetto 
Staff Writer

The Nashville Village 
Council passed a motion 
July 18, and a temporary re­
straining order was issued 
four days later to halt con­
struction of the Dollar Gen­
eral Store while owner Jeff 
Beebe and the village sort 
out issues over a sewer line 
and easement on the prop­
erty.

At the regular meeting of 
the council July 11, Beebe 
approached the council 
about splitting the cost of re­
routing a 12-inch sewer 
main located underneath the 
building already under con­
struction in front of the laun­
dromat that he owns on 
South Main Street.

The main and sewer ease-

Have you given any
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Candidates, continued from page 8

“
thoughts to lifting the PRO would fail the work would 
(personal restraining 
der)?” asked Beebe.

The council replied that cost $50,000 and
they were not thinking about station would cost $10,000.

increase liability. If the main

or- cost around $15,000; to put 
in a brand new main would

a pump

lifting the order at the time That is something that
because they had not had would not irreparably harm
time to discuss it but they Nashville.

“If that main broke, it 
would not harm Nashville?” 
questioned a council mem­
ber.

“Irreparably,” responded

would be going into closed 
session later in the meeting
to do so.

I’m going to speak my“
mind right now then,” said
Beebe. “After its all added Beebe. “To irreparably harm 
up, penalties, rental fees, in- somebody means that there 

can’t be any dollar figure as- 
running right now at $1,800 sociated with it. You can’t 
a day. To restart this project really say, ‘if I sue for this I 
we’re looking at a week can never, never recoup my 
lapse of time at best. loss.’ If the main was to

“I think council should break after another 500 
consider what their experts pounds was put on top of it, 
already told them, adding Nashville could sue for 

ment were discovered after 500 pounds per square foot damages if they

terest, lost income we’re

construction had begun.
Beebe said he had already 

obtained a quote on how 
much it would cost to relo­
cate the sewer easement, if cooperate. 
the council chose to pursue 
that course of action.

Dunham replied at that 
time that he would consult 
with the village attorney, but 
he hoped the issue could be 
resolved in a friendly man­
ner.

Beebe addressed the 
council once again during its 
regular session last Thurs­
day regarding the sewer 
easement.

to that property oyer your 
main is minimal and the risk 
is so finite that I don’t see a 
reason why the village can’t

occur.
There is a price tag directly 
associated with the cost of 
putting in a new main.

“You right now, and 
Nashville itself, are causing 
me extreme pain and finan-“If you’re going to go into

next week (with the PRO) cial loss.,” concluded Beebe. 
“All I can say is that I did 
everything right coming into

you leave me with only one 
alternative, and we all know
what that is. I’ll have to this project. And you’re 
force you to get the PRO making a business environ­

ment now that is very diffi­
cult for me to do business 

“Your experts have told in.”
you that there is no risk and 
my experts have told you 
that there is no risk...”

Councilman Ed Sheldon obligation to look out for all 
“I believe that we have replied that their experts 

said that there “appears” 
there wouldn’t be any prob-

about Proposal A. My prop­
erty taxes now are probably 
just as high as they were be­
fore this was instituted.

“I’ve talked to a lot of 
school teachers and they 
would sure love to get some 
books for their kids. Some 
people are getting them and 
some people are not. There 
seems to be a lot of inequi­
ties in this.”

The other four candidates 
asserted that Proposal A has 
successfully reined in prop­
erty taxes and equalized 
school funding across the 
state. The Republicans all 
expressed the belief that 
schools still need to be held 
more accountable for the 
money they receive, and 
uniformly denounced any 
changes to Proposal A that 
might result in an increase in 
property taxes.

Lukasiewicz acknowl­
edged that Proposal A “did 
what it set out to do,” but 
she was not prepared to take 
a stand either for or against 
changes to the law, express­
ing a wait-and-see attitude, 
especially if educational 
funding begins to dry up.

The topic of the forum 
then switched to the so- 
called “War on Drugs,” and 
candidates were asked about

access,” Birkholz said.
Wicks said that multiple

offenders should get jail
time, but first-time offenders 
should receive “preventative 
care,” including social serv­
ices and treatment, a notion 
he admitted was “generally 
rare for a Republican.” He 
also raised the question of 
who might be benefiting

guidelines.
The forum concluded 

with each candidate provid­
ing a brief personal profile. 
Moderator Jacobs closed the 
gathering with a call to arms 
for voters.

“You have to read, you 
have to study, you have to 
want to be a part of (the po­
litical process),” Jacobs said.litical process), Jacobs said. from any illicit trade, citing “There are so many .people the recent example of thethe recent example of the 

cigarette smuggling opera-
tion between North Carolina 
and Michigan that was fun­
neling money to the militant 
Hezbollah group in the Mid­
dle East.

Van Derske equated some 
of the criminal problems 
surrounding illicit drugs to 
those caused by the failed 
prohibition of alcohol in the 
20th century. He said he 
would vote for limited

out there... (who) don’t 
have a clue about the issues, 
and that’s why we have bad 
legislation. That’s why we 
have bad laws.

“Don’t blame (politicians) 
for bad legislation. If you 
got bad legislation, look in 
the mirror... it’s probably

ac-

because you weren’t there 
when you needed to be. You 
didn’t write the letters, you 
didn’t make the phone calls.

“If you don’t like the wayyy 
cess to marijuana on a trial things are, get out there and
basis, through state-con­
trolled stores.

“There are so many peo-

do something about it. It’s 
not always easy... but I say 
to you, go out and do it.

ple that use it, we might as Make sure you do it, be-
well get some taxation out 
of it,? Van Derske said.

Geiger pointed out that were invited to submit writ­
ten questions, and many did,

sons convicted of metham-were asked at the forum. Ja-

cause it’s important.”
Members of the audience

the state still lacks clear sen-
tencing guidelines for per-but none of those questions 
sons convicted of metham-were asked at the forum. Ja- 
phetamine manufacture, but cobs said an effort would be

lifted... I’m hoping it won’t 
get to that point.

Sheldon apologized for 
making things difficult but 
said that the council has an

Birkholz revealed that draft made to pose those ques­
their strategies for dealing 'legislation will be intro­

duced in the fall to set those later, unspecified date.

been getting closer and 
closer to an agreement as 
we’ve been talking... I was lems. 
curious as to whether or not

the citizens of the commu­
nity.

Council President Frank
Dunham stepped in at that

Beebe countered that if point and said that this was 
your attorney has given you damage occurred it would 
a rough draft of some pre- not be irreparable.

“There would be no ir- 
move the sewer main from reparable harm (to the exist­

ing sewer line) if the build­
ing were to fall,” said

liminary agreements to

the north side of the addi­
tion,” said Beebe.

Council members stated Beebe. “If it were to be 
that they had not seen a harmed the harm could be 
copy of the rough draft or measured in dollars and 
discussed it. cents. There’s no reason to

IlfVAVV

curtis \
REPUBLICAN FOR COUNTY COMMISSION

Working for the Future...
I’m married and have 
three kids.
Dedicated to serving the 
people of Barry County 
honestly while keeping 
them informed and 
involved in the decisions 
for the county.
I am pro-life and support 
our second amendment
rights.
All governments are 
facing cutbacks. We need 
a plan for the future. I believe government can be 
made smaller and more effective.
I believe in the family farm and protecting the rights 
of property owners.
I am co-owner of Curtis Enterprises and Tool. I am 
also co-owner of Reed Street Auto.

Remember...
VOTE AUGUST 6th

Wayne Curtis 
County Commission

(Paid for by Committee to Elect Wayne Curt’s, 10581 E. M-79, Nashville, Ml 49073)

with what so far has been a 
losing battle.

Every candidate agreed 
that more treatment is 
needed to combat the issue 
at its roots. Geiger called for 
more enforcement, but noted 
that substance abuse is often 
related to mental illness and 
that we “need to treat the ill­
ness to treat the person.” He 
suggested increased in­
prison and post-prison treat­
ment programs.

Birkholz echoed that sen­
timent, saying, “Remedia­
tion is the only answer.” She 
said more remediation pro­
grams are needed, but 
they’re expensive and 
budget cuts have and will 
hurt them.

“In a budget crunch, it 
seems easier to just leave 
people in jail, but studies 
have shown addictive be­
havior only increases in 
prisons, even with limited

tions to each candidate at a

not be

the audience question and 
comment portion of the 
meeting and that comments 
were welcome but the coun­
cil would be discussing the 
matter in closed session dur­
ing the new business portion 
of the meeting.

According to Village 
Clerk Cathy Lentz, after be­
ing in closed session for a 
little over an hour to discuss 
the sewer easement, the 
council voted unanimously 
to, “Stay the direction the 
village is going in, to pursue 
legal litigation and keep the 
to keep the retraining order 
in place.”

Beebe could
reached for comment at 
press time.

In other business the 
council:

• Approved a motion to 
paying contractors Hunter- 
Purrell $5,915 to cover ex­
penses for the added work 
that was necessary beyond 
what is regular for sub-con­
tractor Belmont Pipeline.

Belmont Pipeline had 
submitted a request for 
$21,787.50 to the village for 
additional labor, materials 
and equipment. Board mem­
bers discussed that $5,915 
would be a fair compromise 
to cover the additional labor 
costs incurred by Belmont, 
but the village was not re­
sponsible for materials and 
equipment costs.

• Unanimously accepted a 
bid of $3,500 from Analyti­
cal Testing and Consulting 
for lead and asbestos testing 
of the building being offered 
See council, page 10

expensive

Ace Auto Repair 
1008 1/2 Reed Road, Nashville 

(Formerly Power’s Service)

Under new ownership!
AAAOouponAAA 
। 1AO/ any repairs

1U 70 Off with coupon. ।

Oil Change Brakes
|| Computer Diagnostics | 

Tune Dp Engine Repair |
Expires 9-30-02

Off with

Hours—M-F 8-5; Sat. 8-12 Phone 852-9587

PRIMARY ELECTION
TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS
Notice is hereby given that a Primary Election will be held in 

the Township of Vermontville
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2002

At the Village Office, 121 Eastside Dr., Vermontville
FOR THE PURPOSE OF NOMINATION CANDIDATES OF THE REPUB­

LICAN AND DEMOCRATIC PARTIES FOR PARTISAN OFFICES AND 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF NOMINATING CANDIDATES FOR

NONPARTISAN OFFICES
Governor, US Senator, Representative in Congress, State 

Senator, State Representative, County Commissioner, 
Township Treasurer, Appeals Court Judge, Circuit Court Judge, 

Probate Court Judge, District Court Judge, and Delegates of 
the County Convention of the Republican and

Democratic Parties
AND

State Proposal 02-1 and State Proposal 02-2
THE POLLS OF SAID ELECTION WILL BE OPEN AT 7:00 A.M. AND 
WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL 8:00 P.M. OF SAID DAY OF ELECTION.

Marcia K. Grant, Clerk 
116



The Maple Valley Newd, 'Nashville; Tuesday,Uufy 36,^2002- Page 10

Automotive
FOR SALE: 1991 Geo Storm 
2 door coupe, 5 speed. A/C, 
AM/FM CD. New clutch, 

good, drives good,
MUST SELL! BEST OFFER! 
Please call (269)792-6829 af­
ter 6pm.________________

runs

Business Services
LOOKING FOR A licensed 
Nail Tech close to home? 
Noreen's Nails is now open, 
call today for an appoint­
ment, call (517)852-9313.
VERMONTVILLE ROOF­
ING: Licensed & insured. 
Owner operated for 
years. (517)543-1002

15

2

CAFETERIA/FOOD SERV­
ICE WORKER: to $13/hr. + 

FREE GARAGE SALE benefits. Entry/skilled level.
Garage Sale

signs with your ad that runs Full & part time, needed 
i
them at J-Ad Graphics, 1351 Fee.
N. M-43 Hwy., Hastings. At FASHION
the front counter.

in any of our papers. Get now! (616)949-2424 Jobline

Help Wanted
DAYCARE IN OUR 
HOME: rural Nashville area. 
Looking for dependable per­
son to do light housekeeping

IN

MODELS: to 
$50/hr. Runway catalog, 
male/female, entry level, 
needed now, (616)949-2424 
Jobline. ______________
HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS/ 
CLERICAL: to $12.50/hr. + 
great benefits. General officeand Mtake dcareF oifd our F4lyr ioblld duties. Great advancement 

shoonu rMs, omnduasyt -hFarvidea rye.f eFrleenxcibelse. potential. (616)949-2424 Job-

Farm
&AG. LIME: delivered 

spread. Darrell Hamilton,

line Fee.__________________
PACKAGE/EXPRESS/DE- 
LIVERY DRIVER: to
$800/wk + benefits. Small

DELUXE cargo truck. Training pro­
SET: l

firm. Any size, brand new,

Call (616)838-0388 & leave 
message._________________

Household
PILLOWTOP
MATTRESS

DRIVER:

luxry vided. Daily route hiring

(517)852-9691.

, now! (616)949-2424 Jobline 
includes frame, $800 value. Fee.

Can
For Rent

Sell $225. 
(517)626-7089

deliver. ROADWORK/EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR:

$0 DOWN HOMES: Gov't 
& Bank Foreclosures! HUD, 
VA, FHA. Low or no down! 
OK credit! Listings, 800-501­
1777 ext. 7132.
MINI STORAGE AVAILA- 

lOxlO's,

Lawn & Garden
to 

$14/hr. + great benefits, lots 
of O.T. Trainees/skilled, ma­
jor company, interview now.BULK LANDSCAPE SUP-j

PLIES: Red mulch, orange (616)949-2424 Jobline Fee.

BLE: lOxlO's, 10xl5's,
10x20's. Brand new build­
ings. Call: Space Your Stor­
age Place at 616-374-1200.

cedar mulch, brown hard­
wood mulch, decorative 
stone, red lava, white marble 
& more. Top soil, black dirt.

mulch, Real Estate
HOMES!

For Sale
BED: LOG POST, king. 
Never used. Includes mat­
tress. Cost $1,100. Sell $195. 
(989)227-2986____________
LARGE 3 PIECE blue sec­
tional: in excellent condition, 
2 seat sections recline and 
the middle section has a 
snack table that pulls down 
with a small table tray and 2 
cup holders. New full size 
bed at the end of the couch. 
$800. (269)948-7921________
LOG CABIN BED: queen 
w/mattress set. (New) Ce­
dar’ sturdy. Cost $800. Sell 
$175. (517)719-8062

Delivery available. Call for 
rates (517)852-1864.________
WATER
Water Lilies & Lotus, Aquat­
ic plants, Goldfish & Koi, lin­
ers, pumps, - filters. Apol's 
Landscaping Co., 9340 Kala­
mazoo, Caledonia. (616)698­
1030. Open Mon.-Fri., 9am- 
5:30pm; Sat., 9am-2pm.

GARDENING:

National Ads
BUILDING/CONSTRUC- 
TION LABORER: to $20/hr. 
+ overtime, trainees/skilled, 
needed now. (616)949-2424 
Jobline Fee.
CABLE/HOME HOOKUP: 
to $19.23/hr. Lots of hours, 
entry level, major company, 
start now, 
Jobline Fee.

(616)949-2424,

FORECLOSED
Low or $0 down! Gov't & 
Bank Repos being sold now!
Financing available! Call for 
listings, 1-800-501-1777 ext. 
5225._____
GAYLORD AREA: 4.85 
beautifully wooded acres, 
ideal camping/hunting base,
short drive to state land and 
Jordan River. Driveway, 
cleared site, electric, $26,900, 
$500 down, $330 month, 11% 
land contract, www.north- 
emlandco.com,
Land Company, 1-800-968­
3118.
GET EASY CASH with ex­
tra household goods and 
tools. Advertise with classi­
fieds in the Reminder and 
Hastings Banner. 
(616)945-9554.

Northern

Phone

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6 
Vote to Re-elect As Your 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
5th District; Castleton, Maple Grove & Woodland Townships

JEFFREY S. MacKENZIE
ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

• NO TAX INCREASES
• BUDGET SURPLUS

Barry County completed 2001 with a 
$600,000 budget surplus and is on 
budget for 2002.

• ACCESSIBILITY
Night meetings of the county board were 
held in township halls for the first time 
ever.

• A Discount Prescription Drug Program is 
being implemented to benefit every 
county citizen.

EXPERIENCE:
• Farmer of 1,000 acres in family business.
• Attorney with degree in accounting from 

Michigan State University.

JEFFREY S. MacKENZIE 
REPUBLICAN

Call me at
(517) 852-9885

ENDORSED by the following elected township officials:
• Maple Grove

Rod Crothers, Susan Butler, Darla Cady, Jim Heyboer
• Woodland

Doug MacKenzie, Cheryl Allen, Nancy Potter, Gary Smith, Denny Sauers Jr.
• Castleton

Justin Cooley, Loma Wilson, David DeMond, Patricia Baker-Smith

Paid for by Jeffrey S. MacKenzie, 205 Maple Street, P.O. Box 497, Nashville, Ml 48073

History comes to life in
Barry, Eaton Counties

Growing up in a small 
town on the east side of the 
state, I always thought his­
tory was a complete bore. 
History was nothing more 
than dull books filled with 
the names and dates of bat­
tles and other tedious details 
to be memorized for the next 
test.

But in the course of my 
work’ as a reporter, I have 
had a chance to learn a lot 
about Barry County’s his­
tory and I find it completely 
fascinating. It’s not the 
places and dates, it’s the sto­
ries that really makes history 
come to life for me.

I recently did a story on

an old mill that a Vermont­
ville woman would like to 
donate for historical preser­
vation.

I went to the farm and 
photographed the building 
and collected as much infor­
mation on the building and 
the cost of restoring it as I 
could find. Still, when I sat 
down to write it up, the arti­
cle seemed flat and lifeless.

In the course of my re­
search I talked to Peter Fors­
berg, director of Charlton 
Park and Historic Village in 
Hastings, and he told me, 
“That’s why the old-timers 
who can remember the grist 
mill are so important. They

have all the stories.”
How right he was.
It wasn’t until I managed 

to get in touch with Ray­
mond Hill, who grew up on 
the farm and remembers the 
mill when it was working, 
that I felt I really had a
story.

He told me about how 
much his older brother, 
Lloyd, loved running the old 
steam engine that powered

Council, from page 9 

as a donation to the village 
by Hastings City Bank. The 
council also accepted a bid 
from Fleis & VanDenbrink 
for $2,100 for a phase I en­
vironmental site assessment 
of the same building.

“5,600 bucks total is 
pretty good to get this build­
ing checked out,” said Shel­
don.

• Heard from local busi­
nessman Wayne Curtis, who 
is running for the seat in on 
the Barry County Board of 
Commissioners held by in­
cumbent Jeff McKenzie. 
Curtis said he wants to rep­
resent the interests of people 
of Nashville and the Village 
Council and keep them 
abreast with the activities of 
the County Board of Com­
missioners.

“In going door-to-door, 
I’ve found that most people 
in the community don’t 
know who their commis­
sioner is... I would like 
change that. I would like to 
be the commissioner that 
people know.

“I’d like to put out a press 
release in the Maple Valley 
News called ‘Commissio-

ners Corner,’ or something 
like that so that people know 
what I am doing for them on 
the county level.”

Curtis said he also wanted 
to be of assistance to people 
who come before the Vil­
lage Council and give the 
council regular updates on 
the County Board’s activi­
ties.

• Heard from Lydia Har­
ris, who expressed concern 
about the expansion of the 
ambulance building coming 
too close to the barn on the 
edge of her property.

The council responded to 
her concerns, informing her 
that before any variances 
were given, there would be 
a public hearing. And, as a 
neighboring property owner, 
she would receive notice of 
that hearing and would be 
able to learn the details of 
the proposed expansion and 
have her concerns formally 
addressed at that time.

the mill and about watching 
his father and brother chip­
ping away at the mill stone 
to keep it sharp.

In my mind a saw a clear 
image of a skinny little boy 
sitting in a corner watching 
his brother running the old 
steam engine, his face 
flushed with excitement and 
a sense of importance 
(something like that must 
have been pretty heady stuff 
for a young man in the time 
before Nintendo and com­
puter games). I heard the 
clink of hammers and chis­
els on the old mill stone, I 
heard the gears turning and 
the sound of the stones 
grinding grain.

It was Raymond’s stories 
that brought history to life 
for me and made it real. It 
was his stories that breathed 
life into an article that other­
wise would have been very 
dull.

I feel fortunate that for 
my daughters because grow­
ing up here in Barry County 
means that learning about 
history is not just memoriz­
ing endless names and dates.

Last year my 10-year-old 
daughter Katie went to

See history, page 11

BRAKES • OIL CHANGE • EXHAUST • ENGINES • ALIGNMENTS • TRANSMISSIONS

JEFF DOBBIN’SE

SAND
& GRAVEL 

EXCAVATING
SCREENED SAND 
BANK RUN SAND

DRIVEWAY GRAVEL
BANK RUN GRAVEL

UNSCREENED TOPSOIL 
CLEAN FILL DIRT

LANDSCAPE BOULDERS 
4” GRADED STONE 

BULLDOZING 
5 YD. LOADER

10 YARD DUMP TRUCK 
TRENCHING

SPEC-CIFIC 
FAB. INC. 
Richard J. Ewing 
(517) 726-0088

AUTO SERVICE, INC.

616-945-01
Jeff Dobbin, Owner

ASE Master Technician
1847 E. M-79 Hwy.
HastingsJVII 49058 owing Available

purchasing my Grand 
Champion Carcass Lamb 
and Citizens Elevator for 

purchasing my 2002
Market Lamb Pen. rd

Alan Mater

http://www.north-emlandco.com


History, from page 10
Charlton Park’s historic vil­
lage with her fourth grade eyes that had previously

tors, I saw a fervor in her

class and was totally en- been reserved for figure
thralled with the old build- skating.
ings and artifacts she saw
there. What made it particu- enactor. Why don’t we get

“Mom, I want to be a re-

larly interesting to her was costumes and come next 
that it wasn’t the history of year? Do you think they
some far off place, it was the have a dress that will fit 

me?” asked Katie as she ledhistory of her hometown.
She loved the old school the way to a tent with ladies 

house. She said it was fun to dresses prominently dis- 
imagine what it was like to played outside.
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go to school in Hastings 
when all the grades were in 
one room together and eve­
rybody had to do their work 
on slates.

So, last week when I was 
assigned to cover the Civil 
War muster at Charlton

“Well I don’t know...” I 
said as I was pulled inside 
the tent. “I guess we could 
look and, if nothing else, we 
could buy a pattern and have 
dress made for
would make a great Hallow­
een costume.”

About two hours, $50 and 
one cranky father later, Ka­
tie finally consented to leav­
ing the sutler’s tents and 
take in the rest of the village

and encampment.
Later that afternoon my 

family found a place in the War. 
shade on the hill overlook­
ing the field behind the Up- reform dresses, or mock bat- 
john House where the battle tles for that matter. I found 
re-enactment was to occur her with her face buried in
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oppression of women in the
workplace after the Civil

Becky did not care about

you... it and I went off to try to get my camera bag and her fin-
gers in her ears.

Can we leave yet?” she

Sheriff backs Birkholz
To the editor:

As the sheriff of Eaton
Park, I decided to take my County, I write to share that 
husband and two daughters Patty Birkholz is my choice
with me. Little did I know for our next State Senator 
what I was getting myself from 
into.

As we waited at the gate
to enter the village, we spot-

the 
District.

The 24th District 
includes all of Eaton, 

ted a group of re-enactors Allegan and Barry counties.
walking along the road 
dressed in period garb.

24th Senate

now

Birkholz is a hard worker 
who clearly understands the 

“Mom, I feel like I’m not demands placed on the law 
dressed right,” said the al- enforcement community in
ways fashion conscious Ka- light of 9/11. She believes 
tie, looking down at her that the safety of our citizens 
GAP shorts and tank top.

“Don’t worry, Katie, there 
will be lots of other specta­
tors dressed just like us,” I 
said.

Katie sighed and didn’t 
look terribly reassured as 
she watched a lady riding 
side-saddle gallop her horse 
around the field behind the 
Upjohn House, the skirt of 
her blue satin riding dress 
billowing out behind her.

As soon as we entered the 
historic village, we came 
upon a Civil War era wed­
ding party posing for photo­
graphs on the steps of the 
church.

Katie drank in every de­
tail of the scene. Then, when 
she turned and saw the sut­
ler’s tents set up on the vil­
lage green selling authentic 
and reproduction Civil War 
period wares to both specta­
tors and costumed re-enac-

EWING
WELL

DRILLING
INC.

OFFERING COMPLETE 
WATER & WELL 

DRILLING & PUMP

SALES & SERVICE 
4” TO 12” WELLS

• Residential
• Commercial

• Farm
We stock a complete line of...

• Pumps • Tanks
• Plastic & Steel Pip

• Other Well Supplies

WE OWN OUR OWN 
EQUIPMENT & DO 
OUR OWN WORK.
Matthew D. Ewing 

Owner

GRAVEL WELLS
A SPECIALTY

Estimates Available

(517) 726-0088
10076 NASHVILLE HWY.

VERMONTVILLE

is the highest priority. Along 
with local departments, she 
has worked hard to give us 
the tools to break up 
methamphetamine laborato­
ries to protect, the public and 
to punish those who are 
caught drunk driving.

We know Birkholz will be 
a senator we can be proud of 
and urge you to cast your 
vote for her Aug. 6 in the 
Republican primary elec­
tion.

Rick Jones,
Sheriff, Eaton County

Residential • Commercial • Farm 
Submersible & Jet Pump & Tank

Sales - Service 
2”, 5” Well Drilling & Repair

Richard Cobb • David Cobb 

517-726-0577 
‘270 N. Pease Rd.

Vermontville Mich. Lie. #23-1748

as many good photos of the 
action as I could.

When I ran out of film implored and flinched as yet 
and returned to collect my 
family, Katie was still 
watching the battle with un­
abashed interest.

“Mom, did you see that 
woman on the battlefield? 
She was wearing a reform 
dress!” said Katie as she 
pointed to a woman wearing 
a dress with a short, full 
skirt with a pair of matching 
trousers underneath.

Katie had just finished 
reading a book in the Ameri­
can Girl series about a 
young girl whose mother 
wore a reform dress both for 
practical reasons and as a 
political statement about the

another cannon blast echoed 
across the field.

“Oh well, I guess we just
have one young history buff 
in the family,” I sighed.

Still I wasn’t really upset. 
After all, maybe the Civil 
War just wasn’t her era...

That evening at home, I 
couldn’t help but smile as I 
watched Katie avidly read­
ing one of her Dear America 
books, this one about a 
young girl’s adventures dur­
ing the Civil War.

Sure, Katie’s interest in 
history has its roots in her 
love of fashion; but, hey, 
she’s reading and learning 
about history— I don’t care 
what motivates it.

FROST
HEATING & COOLING 

Quality, Value & Service

Free Estimates

(616) 374-7595 (517) 852-9565

Join Us for an Ice Cream Social 
and Meet Jeff Joslin, M.D. and 

the Staff of Nashville Family Medicine

August 8, from 4-7 p.m.

Dr. Joslin is a board certified family prac-
tice specialist providing care for patients 
of all ages. If you need a physician 
for you or your family, call today!

Nashville Family Medicine 
750 Durkee St., Nashville 

(517) 852-2133

to care

Dr. Joslin

Pennock
HE ALT H MO) SER VICES

The Maple Valley Athletic Boosters wish to thank the following 
businesses for their support of the student athletes of Maple 

Valley at our 2nd Annual Golf Outing Fundraiser.

Carl’s Supermarket 
Citizen’s Elevator LLC
C-Store
Donna Marie’s Studio of Dance 
Dorothy’s Hairstyling
Eaton Federal Savings Bank 
Enduring Designs
Farm Bureau Insurance -

Lynn Denton
Good Time Pizza
Grant’s Woodshop Inc. 
Hamilton Excavating 
Hastings City Bank 
Hecker Agency 
Hickey Electric

Hometown Lumber
Hummell’s Body Shop
Independent Bank
J.B. Cabinets and Trim
Jack Pearl’s Team Sports
Kent Oil and Propane
Maple Valley Car Wash
Nashville Family Chiropractic
Reed Street Auto
Reynolds and Sons Sporting Goods
Shirley’s Chuckwagon Cafe
Something Special by Kathy 
Subway
Wilson’s Sugar Bush

THANKS!
The athletic Boosters also wish to thank Harold and Sharon Stewart 

and Kevin and Kim Stewart for their generous donation to the 
Athletic Boosters sports camp scholarship fund.
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Grace Community Church
helps refinish ‘S.S. Relish’

Members of two cell 
groups from Grace Commu­
nity Church in Nashville and 
four members of the Clown 
Dreamland organization 
were in Putnam Park last 
Thursday to refinish the 
“S.S. Relish” play structure.

The groups from Grace 
purchased the materials for 
the refinishing and donated 

their time and energy to the 
project.

The play structure was 
dedicated Oct. 3, 1996 as a 
memorial for Treah Spencer, 
a child who had died in a 
traffic accident two years 
earlier.

The play structure was 
“christened” the S. S. Relish 
in honor of an afternoon 

Treah had spent with one of 
her friends just prior to her 
death. The two were playing 
in a small raft in the friend’s 
backyard and ate a jar of rel­
ish as a snack while “on 
board.”

The money for the struc­
ture was raised by the 
Clown Dreamland organiza­
tion through a variety of

6:30 pm - K:30 pm

Grades 4th - 8th
Copy of birth certificate and physical 

before August 12th practice starts

Prices: £50.00 league fee 
£35.00 shirt (if needed) 

£6.00 insurance 

£51.00 total

Any questions cull...
Rob Goris - 852-0735 or Jeff Fisher - 726-1154

Reg. or Hot Homemade q
Breakfast 
Sausage

jpKid’sWeek
%

xX
4

41IS’

go toward the purchase of 
more playground equipment 
or if it should be turned into 
a scholarship.

Bottom right:
Volunteers from Grace

Community Church
Nashville and the Clown
Dreamland organization
refinish the S.S. Relish in
Putnam Park.

in

Deli
Roast
Beef

Whole ' 
Beef 

Tenderloins

New York 
Strip 
SteakF

Pork 
Steak

s

Kids Are 
Special!

Bareman’s

16 oz.
Bareman’s

Boneless
Baby Back 

Ribs Steak

lb

Bar S 
Polish or 
Smoked 

sausage

46 oz.
Juicy Juice

New: Apple,

ssssss
Aunt Millie's

Homestyle

8-10 pk.
Kellogg’s

ssxssssssssssssssssxsssssssssssssssssssssssxsssss
Asst. Var.

Kool-Aid
15 oz.
Parade 

Spaghetti 
Rings

Asst. Var.
Lipton 

Noodles

4 ct.
Kleenex Double Roll 

Bath 
Tissue

Asst. Var. Grape 
Jelly or 

Jam

16-17.6 oz.
Asst. Var.

Mueller's 
hPoasmtoa

,,$2
16.3-17.3 oz.

Pillsbury 
Grands! 
Biscuits

Amish
Potato
Saladiscuits

99%J1”

1g

Lowest
Cigarette
Prices'

IVe feature ...

Vermontville Grocery
Phone 726-1570

Store Hours: Mon.-*S**a•*t•. *9* am-v9 Hp1m”;* Sun. 1iv0 am -v6 pm • rPnruicCeds ygUoUoUd itnhrrUu ŜaaltUurrQdaayyj o.- a••. a-v Hp1; u.iv am -v pm rnuCd ygUUU inrU alUrQayy
LOTTERY . BEER • WINE » VIDEOS • WIC, CREDIT CARPS, DEBIT CUM, BBT

X
s

VALVOUHE-

. Tune Ups • Oil Changes • Mechanic on 
Duty • Struts • Shocks • Brakes

• Mufflers • Batteries • We also check all 
fluid levels, belts & hoses.

IN TIFmXV%T Sgi ”

616-374-1200
7775 Saddlebag Lake Rd., M-66 Lake Odessa, MI 48849
■hb —.Email: m66tire@voyager.netS Sh ww.m66tire.com M Hi

Featuring...

mailto:m66tire@voyager.net
ww.m66tire.com

