Schools to have ‘Youth
Friends’ pilot program

by Shawna Hubbarth
Staff Writer

The Maple Valley School
District received just under
$4,000 to pilot the program
“Youth Friends™ in the
schools.

The grant, which came
from the Eaton Intermediate
School District, is for insti-
tuting a volunteer program
at all grade levels for student
metoring and tutoring.

Superintendent  Clark
Volz said the volunteers will
be trained to help students
with reading and school-
work, and the volunteer pro-
gram will involve adult vol-
unteers and high school stu-
dents helping in the younger
grades.

“This program has the
ability to make sure mentors
working with our kids are
safe and trained,” he said.
“We are going 1o have staff
trained on this Jan. 14 and
. oy

Volz smid cordinating
headed up by Alternative

Maple
Superintendent
Volz is excited about the
districts' $4,000 grant to
start the program, Youth
Friends

Valley
Clark

Education Principal Tate
Mix will include working
with local ministers and lo-
cal service agencies. The
district will also be looking
1o coordinate efforts with
the Big Brothers/Big Sisters

program and look to try to
do something through em-
ployers 1oo

“We are hoping to merge
this with our asset develop-
ment program and we are
going o be looking closer
into the assets that are avail-
able to our students’ lives
and increase their opportuni-
ties.”

Assets, Volz explained,
are the things identified that

kids need for health and
happiness
Volz said the students

who will benefit from the
program will be chosen by
teachers or from parent ini-
tiation and permission will
be received from the parents
before a students starts the
program, which will work
during, before, or after the
school day and stay on
school property.

“We will be initiating the
program by the end of the
month and we are looking
torward to implementing it,”
said Volz,

Early Childhood Connections
program grant to help area

by Shawna Hubbarth
Staff Writer

Parents looking for help
and services for their young
children will no longer have
to go ona wild goose chase
for those services in the Ma-
ple Valley area

Superintendent  Clark
Volz said that Eaton County
has received a grant for 52
million to bring an Early
Childhood Connections pro-
gram to'the area.

“The initiative 15 to take

all the county services for
children ages (-5 and bring
them all togelher in a4 way
that when a parcnt
there will b

calls

CASIer 4ecess 1o

the services,” said Volz
“The program is about
|-.|._-Li|1;__' closely at that age

group and what can be done
te help them prepare for
school. The concept is no
wrong door, and the object
is to get Kids the help they
need when they ask for it
Often times parents are sent

Nashville Village
Clerk appointed

by Shawna Hubbarth
Staff Writer

Penny Ruff has been ap-
pointed the new clerk for the
village of Nashville.

Ruff has given her 30-day
notice to her job as part-time
Patterville clerk and will
start part time immediately
and full' time within a
month.

Ruff spent 18 years em-
ployed by the State of
Michigan as a clerk/calcula-
tions assistant. After that she
went on to become the ex-
ccutive director of the
R.E.O. Transportation Mu-
scum in Lansing.

See Nashville clerk, pg. 2

New Nashville Village
Clerk Penny Ruff.

on a wild goose chase when

they reach out for help, and

this program is a way lo
make sure we are getting
those parents directed o the
services they need, and

the agencies are all wi

tog her to meet the need.

Volz said another aspect
15 that adults have a ten-
dency that if a child s not
theirs to keep their distance.

“This program is
everyone taking an interest
in ¢children and making them
a hgher prionty.”

Volz said the program
started in the area about a
month ago and 1s distribut-
ing newborn packages that
include supplies and reading
materials and books. In-
cluded in the package is in-
formation on the first 1,000
days of children’s lives.”

Volz said packages and
relevant information is dis-
tributed to the parents three
to four times in the first cou-
ple of years,

“To help the family help
their child be healthy and to
learn. We are looking for-
ward to doing presentations
on the services and give
background info.”

Volz said Joan Leos is the
district coordinator and she
can be reached at Fuller Ele-
mentary if someone needs
the services or would like to

help.
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~ Fulter El_emernary kindergarten students are now going all day, every other day
in the district, They are shown here in a file photo with tea cher Linda Gaber.

Reviews mixed for all-day,
alternate day kindergarten

by Shawna Hubbarth
Staff Writer

It's been half a
year with the new all-day,

schonl

alternate day kindergarten

program and already the
schaol 1§ Sceing Success
with it, said Superintendent
Clark Volz

T'he program, for the first
time 1n the Maple Valley
school |.|-I|-!_‘._ had & fer
garten students goi 1o
school two and three days a

week all day instead of half
day every day
Ihe

started

program, which

with some parents
behind 1t and some parents
opposed, has been instituted
long enough to begin to see
a trend in its effectiveness,
the superintendent said.
Volz said Fuller Principal
Judy Farnsworth §
looking a1 the instructional

patterns and noticed many
of the children were not pro-
gressing as effectively as the
staff felt they could.

“In a half day, they bus in
and by the time they get set-
tled their instructional time
“The
teachers were doing a lot of
introducing material, but
having no time to reinforce
that material. Now they can
introduce in the morning
and reinforce in the after-

is short,” said Volz.

noon.”

Volz said the staff is find-
ing the skill development is
much higher than in previ-

lILi‘\_\L.!]‘\.

They are doing creative
writing and basic reading
aclivities h_ sard “We
have scen the Kids maore
comfortable and 'in a less
pressured environment

Parent Marion Alexander

i the pr
1 hi uld onl
| ., r nim I
silupation, but ] d
the program ir
and it still holds congerns

for him six months later
“Our kids are an the alter
|

nate every day program and

most of the divs they come
from school tired. 1
the I still

have is, do our children need

home

Bucss queshion

academic acceleration at the
price of tinng out?”

He said if an all-day pro
_'..‘.I'J'I“ l"-.'l,.l['l'll {‘:_'.’[I].!['I.'-‘]'. in
the district, he would like to

sce a mandatory rest period

for the children if not to

sleep, but to relax and re
charge.

Volz said he still supports
a half-day, every day pro
gram so that the children car
establish a daily routine and
because he

heheves it mim
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Slick road sends
man to hospital

A Hastings man suffered
minor injuries Dec. 28 when
he lost control of his vehicle
on Ragla Road ncar Strick-
land Road in Castleton
F'ownship at about 8 a.m.
according 1o the Michigan
State Police

Ronald Otis, 46, of Hast
ings was driving north at
about 40 mph and the road
had not been plowed accord-
INg 10 troopers.

Nashville

injured in car crash

A 24-year-old Nashville
woman who lost control of
her car on Thornapple Lake
Road near Woodland Road
on Christmas Day Tuesday,
Dec. 25, suffered minor in-
Juries when her vehicle went
off the roadway and hit a
tree, according to the Michi-
gan State Police.

Troopers said Ronni Sue

“There were several Maple Valley
inches of snow on the dirt Elementary Schools
road.” police reported. “The (Maplesood & Fuller)

driver lost control before go-
g into the ditch and rolling

the vehicle.™

Otis, who was wearing his
seat belt, was taken 10 i—‘-;n-
nock Hospital in Hastings,
where he was treated and re-

leased.

No citations were issued

and alcohol was not a factor

woman

Hay westbound on
Thornapple Lake Road at
112:45 p.m. when she lost
control causing the car to
skid 75 feet to impact with
the tree from the shoulder of
the roadway.

Hay was taken to Pen-
nock Hospital where she
was ftreated. No citations
were 1ssued,

was

COA MENU

& EVENTS

Hearty Meals
Wednesday, Jan. 9
Beef stew, squash, biscuit,
fruit crisp
Thursday, Jan. 10
Baked chicken, sweet
potatoes, green beans, stuff-
ing, brownie.
Friday, Jan. 11
Cheese ravioli, corn, broc-
coli, fresh orange
Monday, Jan. 14
Bean w/ham soup, aspara-
gus, cinnamon applesauce,
crackers,
Tuesday, Jan. 15
Shiced turkey w/gravy,
mashed potatoes, carrots,
stuffing, pudding

Lite Menu
Wednesday, Jan. 9
Scafood pasta salad, carrot

EWING
WELL
DRILLING
INC.

OFFERING COMPLETE
WATER & WELL
DRILLING & PUMP

SALES & SERVICE
4" TO 12” WELLS

» Residential
* Commercial
* Farm

We slock a complete line of ..
* Pumps * Tanks
» Plastic & Steel Pip
« Other Well Supplies

WE OWN OUR OWN
EQUIPMENT & DO
OUR OWN WORK.

Matthew D. Ewing
Owner

GRAVEL WELLS
A SPECIALTY

Estimates Available [}

(517) 726-0088

10076 NASHVILLE HWY.
VERMONTVILLE

raisin salad, cole slaw
Thursday, Jan. 10

pea and

cheese salad, plums, dinner

roll

Cottage cheese,

Friday, Jan. 11
Egg salad, cucumber sal-
ad, pears, whole wheat
crackers
Monday, Jan. 14
Chicken pineapple salad,
potato salad, mixed fruit,
dinner roll.
Tuesday, Jan. 15
Cheese spread. marinated

vegetables, peaches, rye
krisps

Events
Wednesday, Jan. 9
Hastings, crafts/nails; Nash-

ville;  Country  Strings;
Woodland, blood pressure
day; Delton, Legal Aid
Fower of Att

Thursday, Jan, 10- Hast-

ings, music; Nashville, bin-
go; Delton, Swim Day
Friday, Jan. 1] — Hastings,
bingo: Nashville, Sharing
Day: Woodland, Social Day

Monday, Jan. 14 - Music;
Nashville, Game Day:
Woodland. Game Day;
Delton, Game Day.

Tuesday, lan 15
Hastings, Foot Care 9-11,
Bd. Meeting 2:00, OQur

Favorite Kids;
Grandma’s Kids,

Nashville,

Vermontville U.M.
schedules men's
breakfast for Jan, 12

The Vermontville United
Methodist Men will be hosts
for a community breakfast,
Saturday, Jan, 12 from 7 to
10 a.m.

The men will include eggs
any style, biscuits and
sausage and gravy. pan-
cakes, French toast, Texas
toast. orange juice and cof-
fee. Milk will be on the
menu.

The cost i1s a free-will
offering.

Lunch Menus
Wednesday, Jan. 9
Chicken Tuggets, mashec
potatoes, orange wedges
alphabet cookies, 1/2 pt
milk
Thursday, Jan. 10

Fuller Hungry Howies
Pizza, whole kernel corn
pear halves, trail mix, 1/2 pt
milk

Friday, Jan. 11

Cheesie bread sticks,

spaghettios. fresh fruit, pret-
zel rod, 1/2 pt. milk
Monday, Jan, 14

Hot dog, baked beans,
Dornitos, raspberry sherbet,
1/2 pt. milk

Tuesday, Jan. 15

Chicken tenders, roll, tater
tots, spiced apples, 1/2 pt.
milk

Note: Maplewood Ele-
mentary will be serving
breakfast this year starting
the first of the school year

Maple Valley Jr./Sr.
High School Lunch Menu

Wednesday, Jan. 9
Choose One - Chicken

nuggets, pizza, chicken
sandwich, pasta bar. Choose
Two Garden salad.
augratin potatoes, orange

wedges, juice, milk.
Thursday, Jan. 10
Choose One - Rib sand-
wich, cheeseburger, pizza,
taco bar. Choose Two -
Garden salad, whole kernel
corn, pear halves,
milk.
Friday, Jan. 11
Choose One - Cheesie
bread sticks, pizza, chicken

sandwich, salad bar. Choose

juice,

Two Garden  salad,
spaghettios, peaches, juice,
milk

Monday, Jan. 14
Choose Oné - Double

\in.'-_:~. plzza

vich, salad ba

- Garden sala

raspberry s

chicken sand- milk
ir. Choose Two
d, baked beans.

herbet, juice.

Tuesday, Jan. 15
Choose One - Chicken
tenders, chee

taco

scburger, pizza,

bar. Choose Two

Garden salad, mashed pota-
toes, applesauce, juice, milk.
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' Registration is now underway
for Spring 2002 semester at
Kellogg Community College’s
Fehsenfeld Center in Barry

County.

Over 75 course
offerings available
locally including:

¢ Liberal

Arts/Transfer/General

Education

¢ Business and Computers

* Human Services and
Criminal Justice

* Fine Arts and Humanities

The Fehsenfeld Center
has something for

everyone:

* traditional college students
* high school juniors and
seniors (dual enroliment)
* returning students
(our average age is 31)
* retirees/lifelong learning

We have counselors

available evernday
from January 7 t

rough

January 18.

Classes Start on or after

January 14, 2002
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Maple Valley welcomes record
14 foreign exchange students

by Shawna Hubbarth
Staff Writer

Maple Valley High
School is hosting a whop-
ping 14 foreign exchange
students this year.

Thats a lot more than
usual. said school counselor
Ward Rooks.

“The program has gradu-
ally grown,” Rooks said.
“Usually there are six 1o
gight students. Part of it is
that the exchange students
here do so well at Maple
Valley, the organizations
like to place them here.”

Rooks said all the stu-
dents are with different
families for the school year.

“The first thing I do, to
help them here is meet with
them individually before
school starts and then I try
to keep track of them acede-
mically and in the home and
deal with any concerns that
arise.”

When faced with the large
number of students, Rooks
said he indicated to Pacific
International Exchange that
if the school was going to
take on such a large number,
they had to be quality indi-
viduals.

“And they really are,” he
said, “These are some of the
best students we have had
here.”

Students include Markus
Fischer from Berlin, Ger-
many; Jana Gethe
Magdeburg, Germany: Ma-
rina Kiselyova from Ekater-
inburg, Russia; Maya Kur-
banova from Turkmenistan;
Rene Mendez from Guay-
mas, Mexico; Sergei Mikai-
lov from Cheboksary, Rus-
sia; Pedro Perazzo from Sal-

from

vador, Brazil; Natalia
Savehak from Lviv,
Ukraine; Sandra Secifert

from Philippsburg, Ger-
many; Carlos Valdivia from

Guaranteed Interest!

We offer products with annual
effective yields as high as

5.80”
| | (as of 1-2-02)

Guaranteed for 5 years on
Single Premium Tax-Deferred Annuities

Lynn Denton
Middleville-Nashville
1-800-443-5253

MAKING YOUR FUTURE MORE PREDICTABLE

D FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE

Nuzahuulunynli Mexico,
Mayu Kawai from Nishi-
nomiya, Japan; Philipp Lin-
senman from Freiburg-Vor-
stetten, Germany: Marta
Roszkiewicz from Warsaw,
Poland, and Akiyo Ueshima,
from Osaka, Japan.

Gethe said her first quar-
ter here at the school was
Very exciting.

“The school here is totally
different. The teachers really
care about you, and il‘;-
much easier here than back
home. I don’t even have to
study, the chemistry I am
taking I took back home
three years ago. The stu-
dents were very friendly and
ask me all sorts of questions.
I would say students are not
as friendly in Germany.”

Secifert, also from Ger-
many, said, “The hardest
thing adjusting has been just
not knowing anyone, and I
do not have a host sibling.
The students have been very
inviting though, and have
asked me to go places and
that's cool.”

Seifert said she will be
sending Christmas presents
over to her family.

“I love the mall here. We
do not have them like that
back home," she said.

Most of
scemed to agree one thing
they did not like about
America was the food. The
general consensus was they
found it very sugary and fat-

the students

tening and very processed.

Valdivia said, “Every-
thing here is so sugary and
sweet. It is hard to get used
10.”

Roszkiewicz agreed. “The
food I dislike completely. It
is so unhealthy here. 1 am
not used to eating so un-
healthy, although my host
family cooks well. Back
home my mother cooks din-

* Interest compounded tax-deferred
e Guaranteed never to fall below 3%
* Surrender charges may apply for
early withdrawal
* From Farm Bureau Life Insurance
Company of Michigan—
Policy #LP 117 (9-98)

High Interest and a Lifetime
Retirement Income. Call today!

ner from scratch and makes
it healthy, not so fatty. And
the bread here it tastes like
plastic. We go get our bread
fresh from the bakery every
day and it is good, hearty,
wholesome bread.”

A couple of students said
they were scared before
coming here that they would
gain a lot of weight from the
reputation that Americans
have of cating processed,
unhealthy foods.

One student,
raved about the steaks here.

“The food here is fattnen-
ing and unhealthy, but oh, I
love the steaks here! They
are really big and very good.
The meat here is good.”

Another thing that takes
some getting used to for
some of the students is mov-
ing from a large city to a
small town.

“The culture and the way
of life is very different. Peo-
ple do not lock their houses
like we do.” said one stu-

however,

dent.

Most students said they
loved the scenery here, but
wished there was public
transportation so that they
could be more mobile,

For some, this winter will
be their first glimpse at
SNOW.

The way people relate is a
bit different, said Kurba-
nova, “Everything is differ-
Weight Loss

Puzzles Doctors

ATLANTA, GA - Doctors
were surprised when two sepa-
rate studies found that a natural
dietary supplement could help
cause significant weight loss.

Although not conclusive,
both studies found that pa-
tients receiving the formula
called Bio-Rex 3000w, lost more
than twice as much weight as
those in a control group on the
same fat reduced diet. Neither
group was instructed to de-
crease the amount of food they
ate or to increase their exercise
levels. An article published in

the American Journal of

Clinical Nutrition says that
you don't have to decrease
the amount of food you eat to
lose weight, provided that you
limit the fat.

According to a spokesper-
son for Phillips Gulf Corpora-
tion, the exclusive North
American distributor of Bio-
Rex 3000, the company is con-
sidering additional studies in
order to get federal approval
to make pharmaceutical claims.
Currently, weight loss claims
for the Bio-Rex 3000 supple-
ment are limited. However, with
the requisite approval, the com-
pany could say that Bio-Rex
3000 decreases sugar Cravings,
increases metabolism and in-
terferes with the body's ability
to produce excess fat.
Bio-Rex 3000is currently avail-
able as a dietary supplement
and plan in pharmacies and nu-
trition stores or by calling 1-
800-729-8446. Suggested retail
price for a four week supply is
just $19.99.www.hcdsales.com
Bio-Rex 3000 is available at:

MACE PHARMACY
219 N. Main St
517-852-0845 « Nashville

Anthor's Note: This statement has not been
evalunted by the FDA, Bio-Rex 3000 is not
intended 1o diagnose, freat, cure, or prevent
uny divesse: @ 2000 PGC
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Maple Valley High School exchange students.
ent. The U.S. people are
more open. Back home we
are afraid of telling things
about ourselves. But it is
strange here, people are
more nice to people they do
nol know, but we are more
nice to the people we do

friendly with the teachers.
Our teachers
strict,”

lier. Back home, if you pass
someone on the street and
say hi and you do not know

See exchange students, pg. 8

are more
said Kiselyova.
“People here are just friend-

Over Your Head in Debt?
LIQUIDATION — REORGANIZATION

BANKRUPTCY

turday Hours
945-3512 *
opinion here and can be

- MAPLE VALLEY
A\ Real Estate

227 N. MAIN ST., NASHVILLE
Phone (517) 852-1915 Fax: 852-9138

know. We have closer rela-
tionships.”

Education is very differ-
ent too.

“The education system is
more democratic here. You
can be open, and you have
more liberty to express your

Member of Greater Lansing Association of
Realtors, and Multiple Listing Services;
Also Grand Rapids Multiple Listing Service

Pyl

[ oo | LS.

o Web Site: www.lansing-realestate.com
P ms— Broker, Homer Winegar, GRI
HMS"™ EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

WARBRANTT

* Multiple Listing Service (MLS) » Home Warranty Available

Eves. 726-0223
726-1234
852-5066

Joan & Homer Winegar, GRI
Nyle Wells, GRI (Assoc. Broker)
Jerry Reese (Sales Associate)

FPEACEFUL "COUNTRY
LIVING”

With this 3 bedroom mobile

home on one acre. Double

roof over home, 2 car garage

“RIVERFRONT" & storage shed, well groomed

2 bedroom ranch retirement .o i large garden space,

or starter I:orncl. r.t:ptral ai. 1 12 miles from town. Call
full basement, riverside deck (CH-149)
and garage. Fenced rear yard.
Call Homer. (N-147)

NICE “STARTER"” OR
“RETIREMENT” HOME
JUST OFF M-79
2 bedroom bungalow with many
new Improvements &2 1/2 car
garage on 2 acres with a creek.
immediate  possession! Call
Homer (CH-156)

PRICED REDUCED!
NOW $89,90011!
NASHVILLE

Homer.

SELLER SAYS BRING
ALL OFFERS!!

SOUTH OF NASHVILLE
ON 2+ WOODED ACRES.
Secluded setting, 3 bedroom
manufactured home. 3 years
old, full basement. fireplace,
master bedroom with bath.
Must see to appreciale. Call
Homer for more “Info”, LIST-
ED AT $125,0001 Assumable
morgage (CH-127)

$269,900!
OUTSIDE OF HASTINGS
Beautiful walkout ranch built
in 1997. Great room w/central
fireplace, large kitchen w/oak
Nooring & cabinets, central
air, 1st floor laundry, 2 car
garage. Must see lo appreci-
ate. Call Jerry for all the "info™.
MNear Hastings on 1.45 acre
lot. (H-123)
"VIRTUAL TOUR
www.reallor.com

“SIDEWALK CAFE"
IN NASHVILLE
Great chance to become your
own boss, Musl see to know
possibilities! Located center of
town, plenty of on & ol street
parking. Charming small lown
‘Cafe”. Call Jerry for full
details. (N-148)

VACANT LOTS & LAND

BUILDING LOT IN VERMONTVILLE!
Suitabe for "walk-out” basement, wooded, good location, all surveyed. Call Nyle for details. (VL-150)

ON MAIN ROAD NORTH OF VERMONTVILLE. CHOICE OF 3 PARCELS
SURVEYED, PERKED & DRIVEWAY PERMITS. 2 acres, 7 acres, 9 acres or 10 acres. Some have
natural aas or possible pond sites. All seeded to alfalfa hay & are on blacktop road. Call Homer
for all the details!! (VL-134-137)

8 ACRES WITH 5000 SQ. FT. COMMERCIAL BUILDING
Bathrooms, relail area, warehouse facility. many possibilities, land contract terms posible Call
Nyle today for all the details. (VL-151)



S19.99.www.hcdsales.com
http://www.lansing-realestate.com
http://www.realtor.com
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January activites slated
at Putnam Library

A number of activities are
planned for January at
Putnam Library in
Nashwille

On  Saturday, Jan, 12,
Jamice Crane will be holding
a pre-school story hour from
[0t 11 am

A “Make and Take”
stamping party will be held
Tuesday, Jan. 15, from 6'to 8

Supplies are provided to
make Valentine’s cards. The
children’s room will be set
up for them to make cards
while parents are with the
demonstrator

Sign up at the Putnam
District Library or call at
(517) 852-9723

As of lanuary

2002, the

Putnam Library will have

Community College
Telecourses. Students must
be registered for the courses
at KCC and use their student
1D’ to check out materials at
the Putnam Library for the
courses available

Please let the library know
what courses you are taking
by calling (51 7) 852-9723 as

SO0ONn as possi l‘ln:

" -

Masons install officers

The Nashville Masonic Lodge #255 recently installed officers for the coming
year (from left) Tom Peck and Paul Nickerson, stewards; Lloyd Priddy, treasurer;
Don Barlow, junior deacon; Pete Dull, chaplain; Garrand Shattuck, worshipfull
master; Floyd Clark, senior warden; Richard Barniack, junior warden; James
Gross, secretary; and Tim Smith, senior deacon.

Snowmobile safety classes set

snowmobile safety classes February.
twice this month and once in The class schedule is
Monday and Wednesday,
Jan. 14 and 16; Monday and
Wednesday, Jan. 21 and 23;
and Monday and Wednesday,
Feb. 4 and 6.

Classes will be held from
6 to 8 p.m. for a total of four
hours of instruction in the
Sheriff's Department Train-
ing Room, 1025 Independ-
ence Blvd., Charlotte.

Classes are free of charge.
Enrollment is limited to 20
persons per class and partic-
ipants must be at least 12
years of age. Call Jern
Nesbitt at 543-3512, exten-
sion 390, or 372-8217,
extension 390 to register.

The Eaton County Shenff
Department  will conduct

NOTICE
SUNFIELD TOWNSHIP
PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION

| will be collecting W2001 Property Taxes for Sunfield
Township at the Sunfield Branch of lonia County National
Bank, during regular working hours, starting at 9 a.m. on:
Jan. 11th & 25th
Feb. Bth, 9th, 22nd & 23rd
Any taxes recaived after Feb. 28, 2002, will be returned to
the taxpayer as delinguent. Delinguent taxes can be paid
with 4% penalty plus interest to Eaton County Treasurer.
Postmarks will not be accepled as payment dale
Dog Licenses: Neutered/spayed dog Is $7.00 and non-
neulered/spayed dog is $12.00 Proof of up-to-date rables
vaccination is required. Ater Feb, 28, 2002, licenses will
be $25.00 at the Eaton County Animal Control Office
Taxes and Dog Licenses may be pald other days at my
home by appointment, or by U.S. Mall.

THANK YOU
ROBERT D. HYVARINEN
SUNFIELD TOWNSHIP TREASURER
8935 W. MT. HOPE HWY.
VERMONTVILLE, MI 49096
PHONE #517-566-8913

Call 945.9554 for
Maple Valley News
classified ads

VERMONTVILLE TOWNSHIP
TOWNSHIP BOARD RESOLUTION
December 27, 2001

The lollowing resolution was moved by Trustee WEILER and supported by Trustee

SHARPE

WHEREAS, Vermantville Township is experiencing increasing growth pressure, and.

WHEREAS, the Township Board desires to promole the putmn health, safety and general
welfare; to encourage the use of resources in accordance with their character alrld adaptabili-
1y: 1o avold overcrowding of fand by buildings or paople; lo lessen congestion on public roads
and streels; to facilitate transpartation, public facilities and improvements; and to consider the
character of the township and its suitability for particular use
asthe trend In land and population development; and

WHEREAS, citizens of the Township have
address said conditions and concems

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Vermontvilie Township shall,
eslablish the Township Planning Commission pursuant 1o
Acl (Act 168, of the Public Acts of 1959, as amended)

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said Township Planning Commission shall have all the rights
p:_:_wrw_rs and responsibilities as set forth in said Act tor Township Planning Commissians -

RESOLVED FURTHER., that said Township Planning Com y
bers, h serving for three-year terms, Provided. how

5 judged in terms of such tactors
paricipated in a planning activity intended to

and does hereby,
2tion 3 of the Township Planning

lission shall have five (5) mem-
21, that of the members first appoint-
rve for two years and two shall serve for three

: ) F 1g Commission shall be appointed
by the Township Supervisor with the approval ol the Township Board and the members of the
Planning Commission shall be generally representative of the major Imerests 8 thay ox 7
the Township, in accordance with Section 4 of the Act
RESOLVED FURTHER, that this resolution shall take effect sixty (60) days fall
cation in a newspaper of general girculation in the Township -
AESOLVED FURTHER, that any pre

as ey exist in

owing publi-

ous Township resolutions, to the extent they may con-
flict with any portions of this resolution, be and are hereby, rescinded

AYES: 5 '

NAYES: 0

ABSTAINED: 0

I you have any questions or comments on this Resolution to form a Planning Commission
please direct them to Supervisor Russell Laverty at 517-726-1115

p.m. Children are welcome.

tapes available for Kellogg

In My Opinion:

We must pay attention
to how county spends

Pay now and pay later. That's what’s going to happen if the Barry County Board of
Commissioners approves the purchase of 6.75 acres in the city of Hastings to build a
new health department facility and to renovate an old church to make room for the
Commission on Aging.

I discussed late last year the Board of Commissioners® plans to purchase land which
has an old church building on it in the city of Hastings for over one-half million dol-
lars. The County Board plans to renovate the old church building for the COA and to
build a new health department building on the site. Since then, there has been some dis-
cussion on the need for a Hastings COA facility. A few citizens gquestioned throughout
the county felt the COA should use locations around the county rather than forcing
seniors to drnive to Hastings to participate in their programs

If you look around Barry County, there are many locations the taxpayers already
fund, both public and private. If the county is going to keep its costs of doing business
down, which will mean reduced or lower taxes for taxpayers, 1t's important it make the
right decisions now, for it will affect our financial futures.

The former Peace Community Church is an old building that was constructed at a
time when building codes were not as stringent as they are today. To remodel and bring
the church building up to code could cost the county taxpayers well over a million dol-
lars, some say upwards to two million

The Barry County Board of Commissioners has experience with old buildings. The
board purchased the former Hastings Baptist Church building where the Courts and
Law building now stands. Before the county finally decided to tear down that building,
it put hundreds of thousands of dollars into renovations.

If you were to discuss this project with many local contractors, they would tell you
that taxpayers would be further ahead to just tear it down and start over, and that leads
to my comment, “pay now and pay later.”” The Barry County Commission on Aging
does not presently have the budget to build or operate the proposed facility. So where
will the money come from? An increase in the special senior millage?

[t appears the Board of Commissioners is going to spend the money to purchase the
land and renovate the church building for the COA from the fund balance.

In last week's Banner interview, Barry County Board of Commissioners Chairman
Jeff MacKenzie stated that one reason the county 15 in good financial condition was
that it “has been reluctant to expand its role into new areas, funds, new programs and
new departments” If the board 15 to follow that logic, then | don’t think it would be
willing to embark on such a huge project with so many questions

Its up to Barry County taxpayers. These elected eight commissioners have the abil-
ity to spend millions of dollars for this project without our specific consent. They have
formally optioned the property and hired a construction firm to evaluate the old church
building. By the time they purchase the land, develop the property and build whatever
buildings they plan to build, the taxpayers of Barry County could invest over $3 mil-
lion in this project

MacKenzie calls the 1ssue of the total cost of the Pl'l"L‘L‘ "“a work n pll'l\_'l'c\-\_“ This
15 serious business and all the taxpayers should be concerned

Since the beginning of 2001 and after Sept. 11, Michigan legislators have been cau-
tioning the state’s citizens about a slowdown in our economy that has affected the state’s
budget. They have been discussing reductions in spending across the board for the new
year. Barry County has no idea how the state’s general budget planning will affect its
budget in the new year. And yet commissioners are embarking on a huge building pro-
ject that will reduce the county’s fund balanee 1o the lowest amount that they've seen
in years :

MacKenzie stated, “Many countics in Michigan are fearful of budget cuts and run-
ning deficits.” This is not the type of climate most officials should want to undertake a
major project like this,

It's time to stand up and be counted. [ believe there are other locations that would
cost the taxpayers less, | don't think this Board of Commissioners has really done its
homework on this project. I'm concerned that Barry County's taxpayers are going 1o
spend more money than they realize and 1t will come back to cost them in the form of
special millages and increased taxes. We should all be concerned about the cost of
doing busiess in Barry County, because ultimately it's us, the taxpayers, who are £OINg
to pay the bill. i .

If you're a Barry County taxpayer and concerned about your taxes now and in the
immediate future, contact your commissioners and let them know. They say they are
acting on behalf of the citizens of Barry County. Make sure vou let them !-,nm‘\- how you
feel so they will be acting on “your behalf™ and not following the desires of ._‘nlinl}
departments looking for new facilities.

I'hese are important 1ssues that need general discussion of all the taxpayers of Barry
County. Don't just sit back, watch and wonder what happened, you need to be a part of
the decision process.

The commissioners are Tom Wilkinson, First District, 945-9549; Jim French, Second
District, 795-9783; Sandy James, Third District, 945-9402: Kenneth Neil. Fourth
District, 945-5145; Jeff MacKenzie, Fifth District, (517) 852-9885; Clare Tripp, Sixth
District, (616) 672-7474; Tom Wing, Seventh District, 660-0498: and Wavne Adams.
Eighth District, (616) 623-2457. :

~ Fred Jacobs, Publisher
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l'hrar L Wrestlers fifth at
Rogers Invitational

Ben Boss (top). (Photo by Perry Hardin)

The Maple Valley varsity
wrestling team placed fifth
al the 1l-team Wyoming

For Sale
A QUEEN CEDAR post log
bed, Amish built. Includes
maltress  set  (in plastic)
Bought, never used. Cost
$900. Sell $185. (517)626-7089

CARPETING. OATMEAL
BERBER. 120 yards never
used. (2 months old) Cost
$1200, sacrifice $495.
(989)227-2986

KING LOG BED. Hand
made by the Amish. Very
sturdy. (2 months old) In-
cludes mattress set (still in
plastic) Cost $1208), sacrifice
$195. (517)626-7089

COBE

Rogers Invitational in Grand
Rapids on Saturday

Jason Silsbee placed first
at 160 pounds. Andrew Ken-
yon was the runner-up at
119

Brandon Brooke finished
third at 125, and placing
fourth were Ben Boss (130)
and heavyweight Ben Swan

Earning twb wins on the
day were Chris Morris (152)
and Paul Felder (189),

Thursday is Parent's
Night for the Lions at the 6
pm. home meet against
Webberville and Bath. On
Saturday, the team travels to
a tournament in Edwards-
burg beginning at 9 a.m.

Residential =

Wl prilling & Repaltegy

Commerclal »
Submersible & Jet Pump & Tank
Sales - Service
2", 5" Well Drilling & Repair

Farm

270 N. Pease Rd.
Vermontville

Richard Cobb » David Cobb ,-" -Q'

517-726-0377

A o |
G250} “i”

Mich. Lic. #23-1748

| Exchange students,

from page 5 ———

them, they think you are
crazy. There are also a lot
more choices for everything
|'yL':’_'.

1cans have

could want

vl
but in R > cannol
attord a

Mik m Rus
have a
lot ere, I don't

whiit 1o buy my
host family for Christmas

because they have every-

thing.™

Mikailov said his favorite
thing about being here is his
independence.

You become stronger
here through being alone. |

could not spend three weeks

even without my family be-
fore but now I have spent
tour months and 1 still feel
good, so this has made me
feel more grown up.”

Kurbanova said in terms
of the differences in educa-
tion in her o
10 ¥

untry, there are

of education and

she pla 0 go :

Russia., Her h meland s
yrly 400 mil om the Af-
=__‘i'1:m:\i in border, but she

said she has talked to her
mother and there appears to
be little effect in her town
trom the war on terrorism.
“We have

our space [

given a lot of
i military and
humainty reasons, but other
than that we are pretty unaf-
fected,” she said
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Ueshima from Japan said
she really likes it here

‘1 would like to
back again and school
another year.”

come

| here

All agreed that their lan-
guage is improving ir
and bounds

1 leaps

“Its exciting to be so far
said Savchak,
who lives with Rooks and
his family. “1 am becoming
more mature and my lan-
guage is really improving.
This has been a great experi-

ence so far i

from bome,”

FROST
HEATING & COOLING
Quality, Value & Service

FREE ESTIMATES

(616) 374-

7595

(517) 852-9565

-

==

CALL OUR OFFICE TODAY TO SCHEDULE R
YOUR TANK SET. ASK ABOUT OUR EVERYDAY

THE FAMILIARITY OF A LOCAL PROVIDER WHO
WILL GIVE YOU HOMETOWN FRIENDLY SERVICE.

_=- e

” IO PROPAE, LLC\\

)
!
i
f ”

301 E. BROADWAY
WOODLAND, MI 48897
_| 616-367-9700 OR B66-579-9993 |

LOCKED IN LOW PRICE.

WE OFFER:

Standard Tank Installation FREE
Complete Propane Gas Check with

Installation FREE

Convenient Payment Options Available
to Suit Your Needs

Keep Full Service

24 Hour On Call Emergency Service
Experienced Dispatched Drivers

MPGA & NPGA CERTIFIED PROPANE
PROFESSIONALS

OVER 56 YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIENCE

VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE:
www.diamondpropane.com
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Flags to be placed on fire Cagers 3-0 in league
after win at Bellevue

hydrants in Vermontville

by Shawna Hubbarth
Staff Writer

The Vermontville Village
Council will put flags on the
fire hydrants in the village in
case of heavy snowfall.

Council President Sue
Villanueva said she wanted
to see flags placed on them
so that in the case of a fire,
the hydrants could be
quickly located.

Monte O"Dell, of the De-
partment of Public Works
said he thought they could
make something up for the

National Ads

HOMEWORKERS NEED-
ED: 5635 weekly processing
mail. Easy! No experience
needed, Call 1-800-440-1570
Ex1.5085 24hrs.

50 hydrants and that it
would cost under $200.

“Well, we really need
something,” said Villia-
nueva, “Who's to say we
don’t have a blizzard tonight
and then a fire?”

O’Dell said the firemen
dug out the hydranis when
the heavy snow fell last
year, but that it could poten-
tially become a problem if
they weren’t dug out before
a fire.

“How high would you
make them?” asked council
member Doug Kelsey.

“Three feet,” said O’ Dell.

Council approved to have
the DPW build the poles.

In other business al the
meeting the council;

* Voted to put plywood
backing on the village limit

142 N. Main, Vermontville
Hostess: Kim Loomis Century 21 Christensen
(517) 231-1978
Dir.: Vermontville Hwy. west to Main St., north to house,

3 bedrooms, nearly a 1/2 acre with garage, 3 seasons
room, fireplace. 1st lloor laundry, spacious kitchen
and lots of updates. Priced at $84.500. MLS#67654

B

signs recently built for the
village in partnership with
the schools. Someone re-
cently threw a beer boitle
through the sign and
smashed it.

“The signs you bought are
foam, and we can’t get them
replaced. 1 found all the
pieces and think I can put it
back together and put ply-
wood on the back of all of
them. so you can’t smash
them,” said O"Dell.

He said the cost for the
plywood would be $44.

One council
asked him if the school was
going to pay for half his
time to fix the signs, and
O'Dell said that the schools
are paying for half the cost,
but did not mention labor,

“Well, it's just a rotten
shame that al that price
someone could just come
along and ruin them like
that,” said Villianueva.

She said there is a reward
for catching those who van-
dalise government property.

* Approved purchase of a
coil for $200 for a Depart-
ment of Public Works truck.
O'Dell said he fixed' the
coil, but was not sure how
long that would last and
wanied the part to put on the
shelf in case it broke

* Heard from Clerk Shir-
ley Harmon, who said she
contacted the dog warden
about excessive barking of
village dogs and was told
that three separate people
need to record the time and
incident of the noise before
Iht.'}.' can do _\umdhing.

JOHN DEERE DAY

Mark your calendar,
It’s earlier this year...

saturday, Jan. 19" 2002
7:30 AM to 2:30 PM

You and your family are cordially invited to
Fillmore Equipment of Hastings

Fillmore

EQUIPMENT, INC.

2900 N. M-43 Hwy
Hastings, MI 49058

T.616.945.9526
F.616.945,5958

HOURS:
Mon;, Tues,, Wed & FH. 7 105
Thursday 7 10'8;
Salurday 7-10 12 noon

wwwifillmoreeg.com  fillmore@filimoreeq.com

After a 17-day layoff be-
tween games for the Maple
Valley varsity boys’ basket-
ball team, a little rust was to
be expected.

Senior guard Darin Thrun
must’'ve been rustproofed
for Christmas.

Thrun exploded for 30
points in the first half and a
career-high 36 on the night
to lead the Lions to an 83-56
conference win at Bellevue
on Friday. He went 8 for 8

| from the foul line and added
member |

eight rebounds and five
steals.

“Things came together for
him tonight and he took ad-
vantage,” Maple Valley
coach Jeff Webb said in
praise of Thrun’s big game.
“It was a very nice sur-
prise.”

Nick Jones had 13 points
and nine assists for Maple
Valley, and John Terberg
battled down low for 10
points and nine rebounds.

“We played hard,” Webb
said. “Like any game after a
layoff, it was a little sloppy
al first, but we played pretty
well in the middle L|]J\II'!L'J'.‘3.“

Maple Valley (3-2, 3-0 in
the SMAA) 1s back out on
the road tonight for a stern

| 7:30 test at undefeated Hop-

kins. The Lions return home
on Friday to host Dansville.

Maple Valley senior
Darin Thrun (32) could
not be denied at Bellevue
on Friday night. He ripped
the Broncos for a career-
high 36 points in the Li-
ons' 83-56 win. (Photo by
Perry Hardin)

John Terberg (40) goes
up strong against Belle-
vue. (Photo by Perry Har-
din)

Nick Jones (5) pops a jumper while
looks to box out. (Photo by Perry Hardin)

Justin Sealy (15)

Mobile Homes

REPO: MUST SELL! Will
look at any offer. 3 bedroam,
2 bath. Will move if necessa-
ry. 1-800-672-9604

FIRST TIME HOME buy-
ers! We represent several
banks, they are eager to sell
homes they have reposs
sessed. No application fee if
you mention this ad. 1-800-
466-0461

Business Services
VERMONTVILLE ROOF-
ING: licensed & insured.
Owner operated for 15

years. David Halliwill . own-
er (517)543-1002
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