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Caledonia board

approves new contract

with teachers’ union

Karen fTurko-Ebright
otaft Writer

IT'he deal 1s done. The Caledonia
Community Schools Board of
E.ducation unanimously approved
a new three-year contract with the
Caledonia Education Association at a
special meeting Monday, Sept. 22.

The three-year agreement runs from
July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2028.

“We're pleased to have been able to
reach a contract settlement with the
teachers’ union,” said Superintendent
Dirk Weeldreyer. “We have great
teachers here 1n Caledonia.

“We know that they will continue to
do the great job that they always have
been,” he added. “Now, we just look
forward to moving forward.”

The new contract includes the fol-
lowing details, according to a written
statement from CCS officials:

* Teachers will receive a 5% base
increase 1n the firsg year (2025-26),
plus a step increase ranging from an
additional 1 to 4.8%;

* Teachers will receive a 3% base
increase 1n the second year (2026-27),
plus a step increase ranging from an
additional 1 to 4.8%:;

* At a future date, the parties will
negotiate the amount of salaries in the
third year (2027-28);

* An increase 1n the starting teacher
salary to $50,261;

* Additional increases in the com-
pensation for certain staff such as
school psychologists, social workers,
speech pathologists and occupational,

and physical therapists;
Waa3 * A cap on the dis-
Lt L trict’s health insurance
o contribution if Public
Act 15-152 1s amended

See CONTRACT on 3
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Many testival-goers enjoyed encounters with superheroes and princesses in downtown Middleville during the
annual Heritage Day celebration on Saturday, Sept. 13. Courtesy photos

Heritage Day organizers already planning
for next year’s celebration

Karen Turko-Ebright
otaff Writer

After Heritage Day in Middleville
two weeks ago, one village staffer is
already marching forward with ideas
for next year’s festival.

Kassandra Clark, the village’s
community development coordi-
nator, said the annual community

coordinated the event for the first
time. “We had a fantastic turnout
and, now that I’ve experienced the
flow of the day, I see opportunities
to streamline vendor placement and
better spread activities throughout

downtown.”
Clark added she worked closely

See CELEBRATION on 5

celebration held Saturday, Sept. 13,
was a “‘big success” and is looking
forward to Heritage Day 2026.

“Every event has room to grow,
and for next year I’d like to focus
on even more family-friendly activi-
ties and ways to showcase our local
businesses and, of course, the return
of the parade,” said Clark, who
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Viichigan Secretary of State Mobile
Office will be onsite at the new (Cal
Community Center on Tuesday, Oct
/, irom 10 am. to 2 p.m

-J'Uﬁif:rlfilfli' 10) H”ll‘..]éil'. 1|lf,' Illi}i'rllz'
office provides senior citizens and
others an opportunity to take care of
common Secretary of State services
without needing to travel to a perma-
nent branch office,

Services available at the mobile of-
fice reportedly will include renewing

THE SUN AND NEWS

Mobile SOS office set for
top In Caledonia

aledonia Community Schools
ofhicials rf_*i_n_'mi_‘.' announced that the

Ing vehicle registrations. chanegine
addresses and registering to vote.
CLCS ohcials stated that several

residents have already signed up for

the mobile office’s Oct. 7 stop in
Caledonia at the community center on
Kraft Avenue, though walk-1ns will be
welcomed as time allows.

“This 1s a great way to bring im-
portant services closer to home.” said
Monique Brennan, CCS community
education and outreach coordinator.
“We hope many of our senior residents
will take advantage of this Opportu-

driver's licenses and state [Ds, updat- nity.” DM

—

* Custom cakes
* Full espresso har

* Everything made
from scratch

* Lunch
 Seasonal baked goods

dugar
Momma’s

BAKERY & CAFE

r--_------—---------------- ------ ----_----’1

Bay Any Breakfact pastryi
get a FREE Drip Coffee

must present coupon, cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 11/15/25

L-----------_-_-__-----—-- ------ i N T N A A an e e

gunday &Manday: Closed nterday—Fn'day: Foum-6pm, S’atura’ay: Eaum-2pm
203 E. MAIN ST. CALEDONIA / 616-275-1017 / SUGARMOMMASPASTRIES.COM
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| his rendering by artist Nick Nortier sh
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Molly Macleod
tditor

Iravelers heading into Mid-
dleville on W, State Road may soon
be welcomed by large wading birds
upon approaching the corner of Ir-
ving Road and Main Street.

Middleville resident Regina
Bouchard 1s commissioning a mu-
ral to decorate the exterior wall of
her home, facing Irving Road. Nick
Nortier, of Grand Rapids-based Old
Growth Creative, will be lending his
artistic skills to adorn her home with
three sandhill cranes
natural sight in the area.

“Having been 1n this spot, this is
our 10th year here, we’ve grown to
appreciate 1t so much. We have the
perfect spot that’s overlooking the
river right over the valley. We get
tons of wildlife back there that
was Kind of what gave me the idea.
T'he sandhill crane has been some-
thing that has popped up in my life.
even long before I could appreciate
it,” said Bouchard.

Bouchard said she commissioned
the mural as a celebration of her
|0-year anniversary of living in

da COImmmon

lle resident commissions mural

Bouchard's h

her home 1in Middleville. Now that
constructionon Il'\ iH:»__’ RH.M 1S T A( jt-

INg 11S hnal Stages, Bouchard said

the mural, once complete, will help
contribute to an informal “grand
opening” of the redone road
Bouchard explained that Nortiex
came out to meet with her in Mid-
dleville in August to prepare for the

mural. The two received approval
from the village council. but were
delayed by the construction on I
ving Road, also beginning around
that ime.

[ he wait1s only making Bouchard
more excited for the finished prod
uct, she said.

Once construction wraps up in
the coming days and weeks, Norties
will get started on the mural. Though
dependent on weather and other fac-
tors, the mural could be finished in
the coming weeks.

Nortier's style 1s marked by
bold colors and geometric shapes.
Bouchard said she was immediately
drawn to his work after seeing him
at a Grand Rapids art show 1n the
Spring.
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a new three-year contract with the Caledonia Education Association. The
three-year agreement runs from July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2028. Photos
by Karen Turko-Ebright

The Caledonia Community Schools Board of Education, including (l-r) board
Vice President John Brandow, President Tim Morris and Superintendent Dirk
Weeldreyer, met during a special board meeting on Monday, Sept. 22.

VanderVelde to be
honored before CHS
homecoming game

A Chlagiairam gt o 2o g, mmacleod@mihomepaper.com
‘.f\ Caledonia High School graduate THE SUN AND NEWS
will be honored

before CHS’s I Weaspaper Group

homecoming

game next week,

Oct. 3. This year’s

Caledonia Educa-

tion Foundation

Honored Alumna,

Jodi VanderVelde, [EE———-
will be honored Jodi
at the Calapaloo-
za event ahead
of Caledonia’s homecoming game.
VanderVelde graduated with the Class
of 1995 from CHS. Her parents are
Neil and Linda VanderVelde, and she
has three siblings: Marc, Jodi and
Chad. — KTE

CELEBRATE SUCGCESS!

Send your student
achievements or
personal milestones 1o

Your local agent insures your

ol M

B FABM BUREAU
VanderVelde . INSURANCES

Mickigans lsurance Company
QAL Y

Jason Parks (269) 795-8827

121 E. Main Street jparks@fbinsmi.com
Downtown Middleville FarmBureaulnsurance.com
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CONTRACT
Continued from Page 1

or repealed;

* Increase in compensation for
mentor teachers:

» Addition of paid advisor/coach
positions for Science Olympiad,
E-Sports, and the Creative Writing
leam;

» A stipend for elementary music
teachers;

 Updates incorporating provisions
of the new Earned Sick Time Act;

« Various other language updates,
including provisions governing
vacancies, layoff and recall, evalua-
tion, comp time, staff meeting sched-
uling, and the grievance process.

The final agreement will be posted
on the district’s website, calschools.
org, in the near future.

“I just want to say this has been a
very complex negotiation,” Morris
said. “The board was dealing with
some new and unforeseen items.

“So many of us have been nego-
tiating as we go 1n closed session
in learning about the process. That
was good. I will say there were some
things that really took me and some
of us on the board by surprise.”

Morris also took time to address
what he considered misinformation
that came about during the negotia-
tion process.

“The financial big picture claiming
that we have $50 million in reserves
— much of it unrestrictive — that
1s simply-not true,” he said. “This
does not help with negotiations and
there’s also the financial responsibili-
ties that start with fair pay. It’s very
misleading at best. | can tell you we
would rather not have that out there.

“We want to give our teachers the

> " ‘/ j.r _f’ ‘.‘_. f‘"j 4 4 '
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Saturday, September 27, 2025 3

most pay we can. We did negotiate
without a budget, so these are things
that are unnecessary,” he added. *l
just want to say that for the record.
Our hearts are 1n the right spot. You
need to know that.”

According to CCS officials, with
the contract approved, a letter was
sent out to school families sharing
the full school calendar tor 2025-26,
which is posted on the district web-
site.

“After many months of back-and-
forth at the table, it feels great to
say that teachers and the district
have reached a tfair contract,” CEA
president Melissa VanGessel said.
“Teachers put so much of their time
and energy into students, far beyond
the school day, and this agreement
lets them stay focused on the class-
room.

“Having a settled contract gives
stability to families and staff, and
that stability builds trust,” VanGessel
added. “When teachers are sup-
ported, students thrive, and when stu-
dents thrive, the whole community

" "

grows stronger.

Breakfast
Buffet
Fundraiser

Help us support veterans and
community functions.

Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025

and the First Saturday of each month
Serving 8 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Eggs, bacon, sausage links or patties,
potatoes, biscuits and sausage gravy,
pancakes, milk, O], coffee.

* Menu subject to change
Adults $13.00 « Children 10 & under $5.00
For more information call the Post at 616-891-1882
B BIGGEBY.

. ! J —— sl
Coffee Donated by [y COFFEE

Caledonia Memorial Legion Post 305
9548 Cherry Valley, Caledonia, MI

LUNCH M-TH 11 AM-8 PM: FRI 11 AM-2PM;
FRI BUILD A BURGER 4-8 PM
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Paul and Barb France,
Marsha and Jim Ray; many
nieces, nephews, cousins,
godchildren, and friends.
Judy had a beautiful soul,
and touched many lives. She
began her professional life as

www.sunandnews.com

e e — o — —— e —

later served as Director of
Religious Education at Holy
Family Church, where she
grew the program through
her faith and leadership.

In her later years, she
embraced her most

Judy France

Judy France, age 77, of Alto, M| went to
pe with her Lord on Thursday, Sept. 18,
2025,

She was preceded in death by her beloved
son, Kevin; her parents, Jack and Trudy
Hekker; brother, Jim Hekker: mother and
father-in-law, Merle and Marie France: infant
sister, Geraldine Hekker; brother-in-law,

Warren VanAllsburg.

She will be lovingly remembered by
her husband, Phil France; their children.
daughter-in-law, Bethany France (Kevin),
Carolyn (France) and Chris Matthysse, Chris
and Jenny France; grandchildren, Maddie.
Colter, Alek, Sophia, Cooper, Topher, and
Lindsey; sister, Jackie and brother, Jerry:
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, Nancy
and Pat Burchardt, Karen and Carl Elliot.

an executive secretary before
dedicating herself to raising
her family as a stay-at-home
mother and volunteering for
The Parent Aide Program. preparing each person’s
She offered friendship and R RN favorite dishes with joy and
support for parents who . Y OmE e care.

were struggling and worked ’ o -~ Funeral mass will be held
specifically with three troubled parents 11 a.m. Friday, Sept. 26, 2025 at Holy

cherished role as a loving
and devoted grandmother.
Judy was also a talented

cook and baker, known for

and their children for several years. Judy

LOCAL CHURCH DIRECTORY

ALASKA BAPTIST
CHURCH

Service Times
Sunday at 9:30 AM & 6:00 PM

www.alaskabaptist.org
7240 68th Street SE, Caledonia

FIRS
BAPTIST

Middleville

Sunday Service
10:30 AM

. Y :l&

Livestream: fa;‘,ebonk-cnm/ﬁrstbaptistmiddleuill@

FBCMIDDLEVILLE.NET - 5215 M37 - 269-795-9726

JOURNEY )JCHURCH

Caledonia Location -
2185 Cherry Valley Ave SE
Q:15am and 11:00 am

Middleville Location -
1664 M-37
9:30am and 11:00 am

. EURNAPPLE VALLEY
MIDDLEVILLE

SERVICE TIMES:
Sunday at 9:30am & 11:00am
20 State Street, Middleville, Ml / www.tvcweb.com _

Caledonia
Vine Street Church

Join us for our traditional yet casual

worship service, in person or online,

at 9:00 am
Rev. Robert Mayo, Interim Pastor

250 Vine Street 616-891-8669

Good Shepherd

Rae?” Lutheran Church

908 W. Main Street, Middleville
(Missouri Synod)

Sunday Worship

Pastor: Rob Wurst
http://goodshepherdlcms.googlepages.com

Church: (269) 795-2391

'« CHURCH

PR R GEERC HUUTRIEG H - E €

Sundays at 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 AM
Lead Pastor: Pastor Ryan Kimmel
616.891.8119
6950 Cherry Valley Rd., Middleville, MI 49333
peacechurch.cc

cornerstonechurch

1675 84th St. SE
Caledonia, M| 49316
cornerstonemi.org/weekend

g B HOLY FAMILY

% 27 CATHOLIC CHURCH
~7" 9669 Kraft Ave., Caledonia
Phone: 616-891-9259

www.holyfamilycaledonia.org

Saturday Evening Mass
Sunday Masses........... 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Considering becoming Catholic?
Call or see our website for information.

Sunday Worship:
8:30 am. & 11 a.m.

Fellowship
9:45 to 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School
10 to 10:45 a.m.

@ St. Paul Lutheran Church
& Preschool

8436 Kraft Ave., Caledonia, MI 49316
Office 616-891-8688 * Preschool (616) 891-8688
www.stpaulcaledonia.org

prings Bible Church

8900 Dufty Road
Middleville, M1 49333

"Shining Forth God's Light”

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship
Community Group

James L. Collison, Pastor
www.yankeespringsbiblechurch.org

Family Catholic Church, 9669 Kraft Ave.
SE, Caledonia, with Rev. Michael Cilibraise
and Rev. Loc Trinh co-officiating officiating.
Burial will be at Resurrection Cemetery at a
\ater date. _

In lieu of flowers, those who wish
may make memorial contributions to
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Condolences may be sent online at www.
mkdfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements made by Matthysse Kuiper
DeGraaf Funeral Home, 616 E. Main St. SE,
Caledonia.

Warren Richard Jousma

£

Warren Richard Jousma, age 93, of
Lowell passed away on Wednesday, Sept.
17, 2025.

He was preceded in death by his son, Jeff
Jousma; daughter-in-law, Cheryl Jousma.

He will be lovingly remembered by his
wife of almost 71 years, Marvel; children,
Mike Jousma, Christy and Bob Jastifer,
Steve and Brenda Jousma, Tracy and
Dwayne York; eight grandchildren; 11 great
grandchildren; one great great grandchild;
extended family and friends.

Warren proudly served in the US Marine
Corps in the Korean War. He was an
electrician by trade, but his real love was
for farming. When he was either driving a
car or riding a tractor, he was the happiest.

According to his wishes, cremation has
taken place. A private burial will be held at
Alaska Cemetery at a later date.

Condolences may be sent online at www.
mkdfuneralhome.com.
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Classifieds

BUSINESS SERVICES

DUMPSTER RENTAL SNOWPLOW-
ING, Lot Clearing, Forestry, Mulching,
Brush Hog, Mowing. Dumpsters-Solu-
tions.com (616)283-9712.

HANDYMAN SERVICES OFFERED.
Misc. repairs, construction services,
light plumbing, electrical and roofing.
Licensed and insured. Free Esti-

mates. 269-243-0468.

CONSTRUCTION: POLE BARNS,
Siding, Decks, Roofing, etc. Licensed,
30 Years. Tom Beard (269)838-5937

BUYING WALNUT, HARD maple,
and white oak trees. Will buy single
walnut trees. Free Estimates. Fully
Insured. Fetterly Logging 269-818-
7798.

EMPLOYMENT

BARN HELP WANTED Must have
experience with horses. Full and part
time positions available with competi-
tive pay. Please call 269-207-4218

or email at zlpowell @ yahoo.com if
interested.

SEASONAL HARVEST POSITIONS
— $17/hr. We are hiring 30—40 reliable
team members for harvest season.
Work beginning September 15
through December 31. Must be 21 or
older to apply. Positions are part-time
with flexible scheduling—ideal for
anyone seeking extra income along-
side a full-time job. No prior experi-
ence required; training provided. Work
involves hands-on harvest and post-
harvest processing in a fast-paced
but supportive team environment.
Contact us at: wholesale @ greencov-

entures.net or 269-758-3078.

WANTED TO BUY: Standing Timber.
Conscientious timber harvester. Saw
Mill Office- 517-254-4463. Family
owned and operated.

15 ESTATE SALE

THIS SALE IS HUGE! After gen-
erations of collecting, a prominent
local family has decided to sell their
parent’s estate. Items from multiple
buildings owned by the family have
been compiled at the family home-
stead. There will be at least 5 classic
cars from the 1920’s-1950's. Other
highlights include an original gas
pump with globe, vintage men’'s and
women’s clothing, cast iron, vintage
boxed video game systems and
license plates from the 1920's-1960's.
There are tons and tons and TONS of
tools! There are also several pieces of
MCM furniture, lots of vintage books
and ephemera and records. Other
items of note include: new/ unused
Calaphon pots and pans, vintage
cameras and photo accessories,
vintage games, yard art, garden tools,
yard equipment and planters. There

iIs so much more that isn't listed.

This is a distinctive sale with lots of
antiques and uniques after years of
filling multiple buildings. This sale will
run Thursday Oct. 2nd - Saturday
Oct. 4th from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Friday almost everything will be 25%
off and Saturday almost everything
will be 50% off. Numbers for line
order will go out beginning at 7:00
a.m. on Thursday morning. Cash,
card, Venmo, Cash App and Zelle will
be accepted. The address will be pub-
lished on Oct. 1st on estatesales.net
We look forward to seeing you at this
sale in the urbandale of Battle Creek.
Look for the Green and Orange signs!

GIVE US YOUR SCOOP!

f you see news happening, or If you Just want US

to know about something going on...
mmacleod@mihomepaper.com
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CELEBRATION

Contlmed from Page 1

with volunteers, the village council
and community partners to carry
the Heritage Day tradition forward.

Annually, the event includes
activities for all ages — from live
music to the market, car show, and
family-friendly entertainment.

“The highlights for me were
seeing kids light up at seeing their
favorite princesses while dressed
in their finest ball attire and those
dressed in costumes to greet their
favorite superheroes, hearing
music drift over the crowd at the
Riverbank stage, the interaction at
the dunk tank with officials getting
dunked,” Clark said. “And watch-
ing families and friends gather
together downtown. Our local
businesses played such a huge role
in the day’s success, and seeing
residents fill their shops and enjoy
their food was very special.

“The fire department’s turkey
dinner was also a heartwarming
moment that really reflected the
best of small-town tradition,” she

added.
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Caledonia American Legion #305 _

Polish Meal

(Or Until Gone)

Open License issued by the MLCC

sales to non-Legion members.
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for this day permits adult beverage

Saturday, September 27, 2025

Middleville hosted its annual Heritage Day

festival in the village's

s downtown district

on Saturday, Sept. 13.

%

Serving Noon to 7pm
Dine in or take out /16

616-891-1882

9548 Cherry Valley, Caledonia, M|

GO ONLINE TO
SUNANDNEWS.COM

Fndag October 3, Noon to 7pm
o N Fresh Kielbasa

A

i

e

i

o

- Kapusta (Sauerkraut) A
Golumpki (Cabbage Roll)
- Rye Bread =
=

i

=

i

i

- Pierogies (Potato &
Cheese Dumplmgs)

RAFFLE PRIZES

. $500 Meijer Gift Card

. Pit Boss Pellet Grill

- Blackstone Griaadle

- Neevo Smart Grill w/Air Fryer |
- 2 50" Smart TV's i

Proceeds danated to Community 2
Rebuilders Homeless Veterans Program .
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NEW LOCATION WAYLAND TRADE SCHOOL ~ 500 RENO DR, WAYLAND
outdoor dining set & accessories. My T own
Partnered with Au
FREE Ohildren's Vision festing: Lions partner with medicsl pro FREE Children’s Take Home 1D Kits: Courtesy
fessionasts and community leaders to screen young childran, and of Michigan Masons. fach kit incdudes ar
FREE KIDS Home Depot bullding kits & aprons o | | ormation cards
MN Lrocenes Courtesy of Ed Koehn Ford
to the first 100 kids
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“ . * Kigs Vision Massages
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W,N A backyard makeover which will include: a smoker,
FREE Chiidren’s Vision Testing FREE Chiidrens ID Kits
primary school students, to identify those at risk for vision loss inkiess fingerprimt kit,. DNA collection kits
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* Retall & Service ¢ Free Kids Crafts NPT SN s G
Businesses * Check out NEW

¢ Organizations/Clubs businesses in our area!

* Emergency Officials * And MUCH MORE!

Arts K& Crafters Market

Expo Proudly Hosted By:
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Premier Sponsors

* APEX Clean Energy * GRapids Home Services MyTown Ace Hardware - Dorr
* Bay Pointe e Greenridge Realty e Paws With-A-Cause
Booth Milaski Grevenstuk ¢ HSB Crossbuck * Renewal by Anderson
Insurance Agency * Huff Pool & Spa « Sable Homes
Full Potential Chiropractic » ITC e United Bank
Fleis & VandenBrink ¢ Laurels of Sandy Creek
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Gun Lake Fall Fest returns Sept. 26-28

Karen Turko-Ebright
Staff Writer

Free trolley stops around the lake
are back on Saturday, Sept. 27, at the
second annual Gun Lake Fall Fest in
Yankee Springs. Anyone can hop on a
trolley for a ride to a local business or
restaurant.

A route of where to board a trolley
1s mapped out on the Gun Lake Tour-
ism website at https://gunlaketourism.
com/fall-fest/.

Fall Fest events begin Friday, Sept.
26, and conclude Sunday, Sept. 28.
The bulk of Fall Fest events are hap-
pening between 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. on
Saturday, Sept. 27.

At 11 a.m. on Saturday, the Gun Lake
Tribe will lead an opening ceremony
at Chief Noonday Car Park, honoring
their heritage and connection to the
land.

Co-chairs of the Gun Lake Fall Fest,
Kenna Graham and Kim Lynch, said
there’s plenty to do and see, with many
free activities for the whole family.

Organizers encourage visitors to sup-
port local businesses and restaurants,
plus take advantage of specials and
some free family fun.

Lynch heads up the Kids Corral,
which includes free activities on
Saturday at Chief Noonday Car Park
in Yankee Springs. Kids can enjoy a
petting zoo, face painting, temporary
tattoos and bobbing for apples. Plus,
there will be elephant ears — and the
first 150 are free.

“We’re having games and prizes and
giveaways,” Lynch said.

Thanks to sponsorship from a few
local businesses, Lynch said fire trucks
will be at Chief Noonday Car Park this
weekend, giving away apple cider and
donuts.

- THE SUN AND NEWS

“Gun Lake Fall Fest 1s about show-
casing all our area has to offer and the
entire community celebrating the beau-
ty of our area together,” said Graham.
“With the trolley linking restaurants,
shops and activities, you can explore
Gun Lake in a relaxed and fun way
while celebrating the season.”

Visit the Gun Lake Tourism page
at gunlaketourism.com/fall-fest/ for
more iInformation and a complete list

of events.

“Money 1s tight for a lot of people,”
Lynchsaid. “Families can make memo-
ries and a lot of things are free.”

Festival highlights include the
painted peninsula sculptures on display
at Chief Noonday Car Park. Visitors

can place silent auction bids on the
sculptures during the day and return
at 5 p.m. for the people’s choice award
announcement and live auction.

Free trolley stops

trolley for a ride t

Along the trolley route, shoppers can
enjoy food and drink specials, seasonal

menus and pop-up shopping at partici-
pating businesses.
Family fun activities are offered at

each stop from fall-themed crafts, food
tastings, painting a free pumpkin, inter-
active demonstrations and live music.

For more information, contact

the presi-
dent and
treasurer
of the Gun
Lake Busi-
ness ASSoO-
ciation, Deb
Timmer-
man, at 616-
401-7199 or
email deb@
lessstressin-
life.com.

¢ Closed-Cell Foam Insulation
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CWISS STERK

October 4th, 5:00 - 7:00 pm

Bowne Center

United Methodist Church
Corner of Alden Nash - M-50 & 84th St.
South of Alto

Closed or Open Cell
or Blown-In Fiberglass

Roy Mast « 517-652-9119
2501 N. Ionia Rd., Vermontyville
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Saturday, September 27, 2025 1

y ¥V

el

around the lake are back from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday,

Sept. 27, at the second annual Gun Lake Fall Fest. Anyone can hop on a

0 a local business or restaurant. Courtesy photos

KNOW SOMETHING INTERESTING?

We'd love to hear about il

mmacleod@mihomepaper.com
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Conscientious Timber
Harvester Wanting to Buy
Standing Timber

917.646.0439 * Lansing
269.967.8241 * Battie Creek/K-zo0
517.740.1533 * Jackson/Ann Arbor
antennamen.customer@gmail.com

www.theantennamen.com
www.celisignalpros.com

Antenna Men

Digital TV Antennas * Towers * StarLink Installs *
Wireless Data Links * Cellular Enhancement Systems

(( )) *Building-to-building,
c E L l_ Point-to-Point WiFi Extensions
lG * High definition outdoor cameras
PROS to monitor your property
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* Water Heaters < Heat Pumps
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BRAUFURD WHITE
SK FOR
HREAST CANCER

* ALL PROCEEDS GO TO CANCER RESEARCH-
VATE: OCTOBER 257",

REGISTRATION FEE: S25(T-BHIRT INCLUDED)
"PRICE INCREASES ON OCTOBER J1OTH"

WWW.SUTNanu jl' 12WS |

Church to host ‘Blessing of

the Animals’

A Bellevue area church will be host-

INng a very special service to kick off

October.

Our Lady of Great Oak Catholic
Church in Bellevue will celebrate a
“Blessing of the Animals™ mass on
sSunday, Oct. 5, atits serviceat 8:30a.m.

All persons are invited — with or
without pets — to the Oct. 5 service.
Attendees are asked to bring blankets
or lawn chairs for seating, and to bring
their animals on leashes or in carriers.

T'he service and blessing will take
place outdoors in the tree-lined church
yard with Father Harold Potter officiat-
ing. Refreshments will be served after
the service.

In case of rain, the event will be
canceled.

The Our Lady of Great Oak Catholic

mass Oct 5
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Our Lady of Great Oak Catholic Churr h
in Bellevue will celebrate a “Blessing of
the Animals” mass on Sunday, Oct. 5, at
its service at 8:30 a.m. Courtesy photo

Church is located at 6547 Lacey Road,
between North Avenue and M-66.

For more information, persons may
call 269-758-3116. — DM

The company built by referrals”

EVENT IS GPEN
10 THE PUBLIC

200 LAFAYETTE ST., MIDDLEVILLE, M| 49333

2

VILLAGE

WE ARE HIRING!

We are looking for dedicated and compassionate people to join our team!

For complete job
descriptions or
to apply, scan the
QR code or email
your resume to

director@serenitybc.org

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The Executive Director
is responsible for the
overall administration and
management of Serenity
Village including business
operations, patient
care, human resources,
marketing, fundraising and
fund development.

CARE COORDINATOR

Care Coordinators are
the primary members
of the Serenity Village
team that provide guests
with care, comfort, and
companionship during
their end of life journey.

A sketch by Nick Nortier shows the design for one of the sandhill cranes
that will be painted on the side of Middleville resident Regina Bouchard's

VOLUNTEER nome. Courtesy photos

Get involved and give back!

MURAL

Continued from Page 2 s

days, she looks to her house and where
the mural will be, trying to envision
what 1t would look like to passersby. SN 4
“To me, 1t’s the perfect spot,” 10
Bouchard said. “I feel like 1t would be o bigovedt adil 13
like, ‘Oh, this is a cool little village that e g I g
[’m coming into.”” o
More information about Nortier’s 1o J0085 K0l
work can be found at oldgrowthcre- -yt ronzblo 18 :
ative.com/.

“His art was just so good, and it was
using the nature that’s here in Michi-
gan,” Bouchard said.

Together, Nortier and Bouchard
crafted a vision for her mural in Mid-
dleville.

Bouchard said that when driving
into Middleville from State Road these

Serenity Village of Barry County is a non-profit 501(c)(3) Compassion Home where
individuals bring their hospice care team to spend their end-of-life journey in comfort.
Guests, surrounded by loved ones, receive compassionate care in a warm, supportive

environment that honors dignity and peace.

To learn more about Serenity Village of Barry County visit www.serenitybc.org
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Trojans win big in GR on first night of OK Black play

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Trojans have their first three-game
winning streak since 2020.

The Thomapple Kellogg varsity football
team opened OK Black Conference play
with a 42-6 win over Ottawa Hills in Grand

TK giris shoot to fourth In
jambhoree at Mapie Hill

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Thornapple Kellogg varsity
girls’ golfteam shot its way to a fourth-
place finish at the OK Gold Confer-
ence jamboree hosted by Wyoming at
Maple Hill Golf Course Monday.

The TK team shot a 190 led by a 45
from junior Vivian Hansson. She had
three pars throughout her round.

Junior Jordan Price put up a score
of 47 strokes and junior teammate
Katie Chase added a 48. The number
four for the TK team was junior Molly
Middleton who scored a 50.

South Christian kept its hold on
the conference lead by winning with
a team score of 155 ahead of West
Catholic 170, Northview 187, TK 190
and Wayland 207.

South Christian senior Averie No-
esen was the day’s individual champ

Rapids Friday, Sept. 19.

“The O-line has been doing a nice job,”
TK head coach Jeft Docks said. **Jacob
Welch, Brody Hammer, Abram Dutcher,
Isaac Fleischmann, Adam Lozada and
Logan Goggins - they all play really hard.
We are undersized, but come off the ball

with a one-over-37. West Catholic
senior Sarah Chen and South Christian
senior Anna Marcusse both shot 38.

The Sailor team also got 40s from
junior Meredith Helmus and senior
Tessa Vugteveen.

South Christian hosted the team at
the Pines Wednesday and took another
victory.

The Sailors won on their home
course with a score of 179 ahead of
West Catholic 181, Northview 187,
Wayland 218, Thornapple Kellogg220
and Grand Rapids Union NTS.

Hansson shot a 52 to lead TK.. Price
scored a 58, Chase a 53 and senior
Sophia Lahaie added a 57.

Northview senior Grace Laflure had
the day’s best round shooting a 40.
Chen shot a 42, and South Christian
junior Katelyn Alles and Northview
senior Allison Hale tied with 43s.

The OK Gold Conference Champi-
onship will be played Thursday, Oct.
2. at Le Kaufman Golf Club.

and get after it.”

That line helped five different guys rush
for touchdowns against the Bengals. Debo
Robinson led the way for the TK backs with
ten rushes for 73 yards and two scores. He
scored on a pair of four-yard runs n the
second quarter.

Malachi VanEngen, Jackson Smith,
Micah Dock and Maddox VanEngen each
scored once for TK.

Malachi had six rushes for 58 yards and
oot the scoring started witha 12-yard TD run
in the first quarter. Smith upped the TK lead
with a one-yard TD run in the first. The TK
lead grew to 35-09 at the half with Robin-
son’s two TD runs and a 13-yard TD run by
the quarterback Micah Dock in the second.
Maddox VanEngen capped the scoring with
a 20-yard TD run in the third quarter.

Trojan kicker Mason Chivis was a perfect

six-for-six on extra-point Kicks.
TheTrojansamassed 323 yards of offense
ind the game while limiting the Bengals to

just42 offensive yards and three first downs.

Passing the ball, Micah Dock was 2-0f-2 for
32 yards. Cam Peter, Elliott Neft and Lucas
Ploeg had one reception each. Zeke Webster
cameonandcompletedhisonly passattempt
for TK, for 24 yards to Peter.

Robinson Maddox VanEngen, Peter and
Ploeg each had onetackle forloss forthe TK
defense. Goggins was in for four tackle as-
sists. Ploeg, Eldndge and Zayne Whitmore
had one tackle and three assists each on the
defensive side. Blake Bossenberger had
three assists too.

“The good thing 1s we got a lot of kids
quality playing time,” coach Dock said.
“Overall, we played well on both sides of

The Rotary Club of Middleville would like to thank the

2025 Duck Race Sponsors

Community West Credit Union « Bob Williams
Thornapple Financial Center « Chris Noah, M.D.
Thornapple Eyecare - Beeler Gores Funeral Home
Custom Impressions Woodworking

» LOCAL TRUSTED ROOFING COMPANY WITH 115+ YEARS
IN THE BUSINESS
» 10 YEAR SERVICE GUARANTEE ON ALL WORKMANSHIP
o WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE COMPANYS
ol ~« FRIENDLY, HONEST & EXPERIENCED TEAM
-« WIDE RANGE OF ROOFING / EXTERIOR OPTIONS
- e FULLY LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED
"« A+ RATING WITH BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

"THE MOST THUST ED’

2 CALL TODAY

= - Ry
¢ +¥3 FOR YOUR FREE |
- Thank you for making the

= INSPECTION Duck Race a success!

oo loEEEE < Rotary
269 962 4036 VISIT US ONLINE: SHERRIFFGOSLIN. COM/BATTLECREEK

Middleville
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Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

I'he final week of the OK Gold Con-
ference boys’ soccer season is ahead.

TI'he Thornapple Kellogg varsity
boys’ soccer team will be home on the
turf inside Bob White Stadium to take
on South Christian Monday, Sept. 29,
and Grand Rapids Union, Oct. 1, in
the final two matches of the confer-
ence season.

T'K 18 2-6-2 so far in OK Gold Con-
ference matches after playing North-
view to a 0-0 draw Wednesday evening
in Middleville.

In the final road tilt of the conference
season K fell 6-1 at West Catholic
Monday.

T'he South Christian boys, among
the honorable mention ranks in the
coaches’ poll in Division 2, can clinch
an outright conference title with a win
over the Trojans Monday. The Sailors

are 9-0-1 in conference play so far
this fall.
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Trojans draw Wildcats, face OK Gold

-

ay at TKHS

L

TK senior Oliver Lietz is bumped
off the ball by Northview senior
Jackson Dowdle during the first
nalf of their 0-0O draw in Middleville

Wednesday evening. Photo by Brett
Bremer

Scan our QR code
to find your
perfect invitation!
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Created just for your big day, we've put together sets of
stunning wedding invitations to perfectly match your style.

PRINTING BY <
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www.printingbypennylane.com
ginad@pennylaneprinting.com

CHS spikers win
three close sets
with Mona Shores

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

T'he Caledonia varsity volleyball team
got 1ts first OK Green Conference win of
the season Thursday, Sept. 18, knocking
oftf visiting Mona Shores in three tight
sets 25-22, 25-20, 27-25.

Caledonia moved to 1-1 in the confer-
ence with the win.

Aubrey Reynolds had a team-high 20
Kills for the Scots to go with 13 digs and
two blocks.

“We did a great job of staying aggres-
sive on offense, and Aubrey Reynolds
really stepped up for us with 20 kills. She
kept swinging with confidence and set the
tone for our attack all night,” Caledonia
head coach Ashley Brown said.

“I'm really proud of how mentally
tough our team was ... Even when we
got down, we kept grinding, stayed com-
posed, and found a way to finish. This
win showed our grit. We had to dig deep
and play tough in the big moments, and
our team proved they could handle that
pressure. We’ve been really focusing on
mental toughness in practice, and tonight
was proof that the work is paying off. The
way we battled and finished shows the
growth this team has made.

Junior setter Reese Stafford put up 32
assists to go with 13 digs for Caledonia.
Senior Kyla Charles had nine kills and
four blocks and sophomore Lydia Bell
chipped in five kills and five blocks.

Caledomia followed up that perfor-
mance with a 2-2 day at the Lakewood
Invitational Saturday.

The Fighting Scots beat Big Rapids 25-
10,25-14 and Petoskey 25-16,25-19.The
two losses were a 25-15, 25-19 contest
against Grand Rapids Christian and a
three-set match with East Grand Rapids
which the Pioneers won by the scores of
22-25, 25-18, 15-10.

Reynolds had 41 kills on the day and
hit .350. She added four aces, 25 digs and
four blocks.

Stafford had 81 assists and five aces.
Charles contributed 12 kills, three aces,
eight digs and three blocks. Bell hit 24
kills and six blocks.

The Scots also got 25 digs from junior
Avery Seif and junior Kayleigh Miersen
added 18 digs, seven aces and seven kills
throughout the day.

Caledonmia was scheduled to be back at
it in action in the conference Sept. 25 at
home against Reeths-Pufier. Jenison will
host the Scots in the conference Oct. 2.
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TK and Falcons
end in draw

after three-set
doubles matches

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

T'he Thornapple Kellogg var-
sity boys’ tennis team moved its
record to 3-1-1 in OK Gold Con-
ference duals this fall finishing
In a 4-4 tie at Grand Rapids West
Catholic Monday.

I'K senior first singles player
Franklin Wilkinson hit his way to
a 6-0, 6-0 win against West Catho-
lic senior Kyle Carpenter, and the
I'K team pulled out three close
doubles matches to earn the tie.

The TK first doubles team of

juniors Layne Schilthroat and

Samuel Teachout scored a three-
set win over the Falcons’ Jake
Overbeek and Nick Christopher
by the scores of 6-4, 3-6, 7-5.

TK won in three sets at fourth
doubles too with the team of
senior Alex Eggleston and junior
Mark Cuison coming from behind
to best West Catholic sophomores
Anthony Maslanka and Gus Ber-
nreuter 5-/, 6-4, 7-6(5).

The Trojan team got a point at
second doubles too with sopho-
more Graham Eden and junior
Gideon Scott outscoring the team
of West Catholic senior Alex
Devries and sophomore Maksym
Zimmerman 6-4, 6-2.

The Falcons needed to pull out
a three-set win at third doubles
to preserve their side of the draw.
Sophomores Luke Latchana and
Lucas Schultz beat out the TK
team of junior Aiden Riffel and
senior Luke Archer 6-1, 5-7, 6-3
to pick up that point.

The Falcons won the second,
third and fourth singles matches
In straight sets.

TK was slated to close out
the season of conference duals
against Northview Sept. 24. The
OK Gold Conference Champion-
ship Tournament will be hosted
by South Christian High School
Thursday, Oct. 2. TK heads to
Holland for its regional tourna-
ment Oct. 8.
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Jenison win pushes Scot tennis
record to 2-2 in Green

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Caledonia varsity boys’ tennis
team had its OK Green Conference
record evened at 2-2 Wednesday as it
was downed 7-2 at Jenison.

The Fighting Scot junior fourth
doubles team of Isaac Judd and Charlie
Scott pulled out a 6-4, 3-6, 6-2 win to
get the Scots a point on the doubles’
side.

Senior Garrett Fales got the Scots’
lone win on the singles’ side taking a
6-0, 6-2 win over Jenison senior Collin
[Lason at third singles.

Thedoubles matches were especially
competitive. The second doubles match
went three sets as well. Caledonia se-
nior Isaac Robotham and sophomore
Russell Grandon took the opening set
6-4 against Jenison’s David Ymker and
Grady Smith. Smith and Ymker rallied
from there to pull out the second set in
a tiebreaker 7-6(2) and then won the
third set 6-3.

At third doubles, the Jenison team of

Elliot Wass and Jack Deveraux bested
Caledonia’s Derick Prichard and Caleb
Harrison 6-4, 6-4.

The Caledonia boys will head back
to Jenison Oct. 3 for the OK Green
Conference Tournament.

The final dual of the regul~r season
for the Scots 1s at Grand Haven Mon-
day, Sept. 29.

[Last Thursday, Sept. 18, Caledonia
finished in a 4-4 tie on the road at
Hamilton.

Fales had the lone singles win for
the Scots that day too as he topped the
Hawkeyes’ Jackson Klinger 6-4, 6-3.

Hamilton pulled out the second
doubles match in a supertiebreaker, but
the Scots took the other three singles
flights. Sophomores Quinn Cook and
Cooper Sowerby outscored Hamilton’s
first doubles duo 6-4, 6-4. Prichard and
Harrison scored a 6-0, 6-2 win at third
doubles and Judd and Scott teamed up
at fourth doubles for a 6-2, 6-0 win.

[t was Ethan Miedema and Aiden Un-
ema taking the win for the Hawkeyes

WE’RE HERE FOR
ALL YOUR HEATING AND
COOLING NEEDS
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
DEWEERDHTG.COM  269-792-2234

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
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at second doubles by the scores of 6-2,
4-6,(10-8)overCaledoma’s Robotham
and Grandon.

The singles flights were pretty com-
petitive. At second singles, Hawkeye
senior James Anderson outscored the
Scots’ junior Quinn Stanley 7-5, 6-4.

Saturday Septembu 27,2025 11

1\t founh smglea Hamulton qophomora
Grayden Lubbers bested Scot sopho-
more Zach Zupin 6-4, 6-3.

Senior Dylan Loew won the first
singles flight for Hamilton by outscor-
ing CHS senior Hudsen Derengowski
0-2, 6-0.

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Senior Codie O’Krangley was a
part of a three-way tie for second
and the Caledonia varsity girls’ golf
team was second as a team at the OK
Gold Conference jamboree hosted by
the Scots at Saskatoon Wednesday.

O’Krangley shot a 38 to lead her
team.

Byron Center took the day’s vic-
tory with a team score of 159 strokes.
The Fighting Scots were second with
a 171 ahead of Reeths-Puffer 179,
Jenison 183 and Mona Shores 199.

Senior Katie Honhart shot a 43
for the Fighting Scots to finish tenth
individually. The CHS team also

Scots shoot second-place score at home jamboree

got 45s from senior Ella Burns and
freshman Kendall Smith.

Reeths-Pufier junior Sophia Mc-
Collum was the day’s individual
champion with a two-under-33. She
fired birdies on holes three, five and
eight.

Jenison junior Kylie Coffey and
Byron Center senior Holly Lawrence
both matched O’Krangley’s 38. By-
ron Center juniors Autumn Kartes
and Izzy Tawoda both shot 40s.

Jenison will host a nine-hole con-
ference jamboree at The Meadows
Sept. 30 and the conference gets to-
gether for its 18-hole championship
tournament at Muskegon Country
Club Oct. 2.

616-891-0150

BUSINESS HOURS:

Monday - Friday: 8 A.M. to 5 P.M.

04

[ BODY SHOP

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIR

110 Johnson Street SE

Caledonia, Ml 49316

your trusted Body Shop for over 32 years
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Grandville shuts down Scots after early touchdown

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Caledonia put together a 65-yard
touchdown drive the first time it had
the ball Friday, Sept. 19, against
Grandville.

I'he Bulldog defense dominated the
rest of the night.

Grandville scored a 28-7 OK Red
Conference win over the Caledonia
varsity football team at Ralph E. Myers
Stadium in Caledonia.

I'hat opening TD drive for the Scots
was powered by a 47-yard run by
Aaron Collins that got the ball inside
the Grandville 20-yard-line right away.
Following a four-yard TD run by run-
ning back Ryne Wysocki, the Bulldog
defense held the Scots to 90 offensive
yards the rest of the night.

Sophomore quarterback Conlan
Schultz got the start and senior Andrew
Hanna came on to lead the offense on

COUNCIL REGULAR
MEETING MINUTES

The minutes of the September 9, 2025
Regular Council Meeting, that were
approved on September 23, 2025, are
posted at the Village Hall at 100 E Main
Street and on the website at

www.villageofmiddleville.org.

IRVING TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING SYNOPSIS
Sept 16, 2025

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm at 3425
Wing Rd. Hastings, Michigan 49058

Present: Lydy, Stout, Nagel, Buehler
Absent: Brummel

Agenda approved, as presented

Approved Minutes of August 19, 2025
Board Meeting

Fire Reports presented

Approved Treasurer’'s Report

Paid bills in the amount of $26,994.64

Reviewed ADA Audit

Approved to sign ADA Grant with MAMC
for $10,000

Approved request from B.C. Road
Commission to trim trees on Engle and
Robertson Roads

Adjourn 7:23pm.

Fullminutes are available at Irvingtownship.
org or at 3425 Wing Rd, Hastings, Ml 49058.
Prepared by Irving Township
Deputy Clerk, Shelly Lake.

Attested to by Supervisor, Dan Lydy.

its final couple drives of the night.
I'he two have been sharing snaps a bit
since junior starter Bryce Backus was
knocked out due to an injury earlier
this season.

T'he Bulldogs played much of the
night without one of their key offensive
pieces, as senior running back Jayden
Terry came out of a pile with an injury
on Grandville’s first drive of the game.

A full wing-T backfield for the Bull-
dogs was still able to keep the chains
moving. Braylen Haney led the way.
He finished off that opening Bulldog
drive with a two-yard touchdown run.

The Bulldogs pushed their lead to
20-7 by the half.

DJ Hardiman had a 29-yard TD run
in the final minute of the first quarter,
and then the Bulldogs put together an-
other steady drive in the second quarter
to take a 20-7 lead on a short TD run
by Haney.

The Fighting Scots got a fourth down
stop on a long Bulldog drive in the third
quarter, inside the Caledonia ten-yard-
line, and the Scot offense with Hanna at
the helm was able to push the ball out
away from its goal-line. A high shot gun
snap, over Hanna, stymied that drive
though and the Scots eventually had
to punt the ball the other way.

Grandville sealed the win with a
short drive that ended in a one-yard
1I'D run by Haney in the fourth quarter.

The loss drops the Caledonia squad
to 0-2 in the OK Red Conference.
Caledonia was slated to visit East
Kentwood in conference play Sept. 26.
Contference foe Grand Haven comes
to Caledonia for homecoming Oct. 3.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF
CALEDONIA
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Meeting Minutes

The minutes for the September 3, 2025
Township Board of Trustees Meeting
that were approved on September 17,
2025, are posted at the Township Offices
at 8196 Broadmoor Ave., and on the

website at www.caledoniatownship.org.

Caledonia sophomore quarterback Conlan Schultz (9) finds some running
room on a QB keeper during the third quarter against Grandville at Ralph E.
Myers Stadium Friday, Sept. 19. Photos by Perry Hardin

Grandvi\le J Hrdiman (33) IS stoppd in NIS t
Brien Martin (76) and Carter Berends (24) on a run during their OK Red
Conference ballgame inside Ralph E. Myers Stadium Friday, Sept. 19.

racks by Caledonia seniors
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Thompson leap helps CHS

boys into OK Green lead

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Fighting Scots welcomed sopho-
more Sean Thompson to the club of
guys with a personal record better than
| 7 minutes on Wednesday, and caught
Jenison in the OK Green Conference.

Thompsonran a personal record ime
of 16:42.59 at the OK Green jamboree
at South Christian High School to
break up the Jenison pack and place
sixth overall. He was 22nd at the first
conference jamboree of the season and
beat his previous PR by more than 33
seconds.

Jenison beat the Fighting Scots by

three points at the first conference jam-
boree of the season. With most every-
one else running well too, Thompson’s
leap was more than enough to boost the
Caledonia varsity boys’ cross country
team to the front of the pack. The Scots
outscored Jenison 25 points to 33 at the
top of the standings, and the conference
championship will be on the line when

the OK Green meets again Oct. 14 for

the conference meet at Riverside Park
in Grand Rapids.

The Caledonia girls are likely to be in
a battle with Byron Center for second
place 1in the OK Green at that confer-
ence championship meet next month

Slagel improves her 11-dive team
record at Spring Lake Invitational

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Her scores keep going up.

Grand Rapids Gator diver Lydia
Slagel improved her team’s 11-dive
record with a score of 432.05 at the
Spring Lake Invitational Saturday.

She bested her own school record
by about 30 points in what was the
first 11-dive meet of the 2025 season.
Slagel put up an 11-dive score of
375.20 at the MHSAA Lower Pen-
insula Division 1 Girls’ Swimming
and Diving Finals in Holland last No-
vember to place fourth at the finals.

Slagel will get to compete again
this Saturday at the East Grand Rap-
1ds Dive Meet.

The Gator co-op team of Thor-

| napple Kellogg, West Catholic, West
| Michigan Aviation Academy and

Hopkins placed fifth at the seven-
team invitational.

ITraverse City won the meet with
624.5 points ahead of Spring Lake
345, Holt 273, Muskegon Mona
Shores 246.5, Grand Rapids Gators
162, Ludington 161 and Manistee 94.

A couple of fifth-place finishes
were the top performances in the

| pool for the Gators. Freshman Mara

Raak was fifth in the 100-yard breast-

| stroke with a time of 1 minute 23.78

seconds. Gator sophomore Mckenna
Hawks placed fifth in the 200-yard

individual medley with a time of
2:40.43 and fifth in the 500-yard
freestyle 1in 6:24.54.

Raak also added an eighth-place time
of 1:06.56 1n the 100-yard freestyle.

Senior Jenna Robinett was eighth
in the 100-yard butterfly in 1:28.07
and added a ninth-place time of
1:23.15 1n the 100-yard backstroke.

Gator teams were fifth in both the
200-yard medley relay and the 200-
yard freestyle relay.

LLast Thursday, Sept. 18, the Ga-
tors were bested 60-34 1n a dual at
Fremont.

Hawks had a pair of wins in in-
dividual races in the dual. She took
the 200-yard individual medley in

2:42.45 and the 500-yard freestyle

Raak won the 100-yard breast-
stroke 1n 1:23.56.

The Gator team also had the four-
some of Eloise Nichols, Robinett,
Hawks and Raak win the 400-yard
freestyle relay 1n 4:48.88.

Nichols was the day’s runner-up in
the 200-yard freestyle with a time of
2:46.83. Robinett and Nichols went
2-3 1n the 100-yard butterfly with
Robinett finishing 1n 1:33.54 and
Nichols in 1:46.69.

in 6:29.97. l

The Gators return to OK Confer-
ence East Division action at Grand
Rapids Union Tuesday, Sept. 30.

| THE SUN AND NEWS

after placing third Wednesday.

Sophomore Bennett Snapper ran
to a win for the Fighting Scots 1n the
boys’ race at South Chnistian. He hat
the finish linein 16:13.69. Senior Noah
Johnston was second in 16:18.58 and
sophomore Bentley Nichols placed
third in 16:26.43.

Those three were the first finishers at
the first conference jamboree this fall
followed by seven Jenison runners. The
seven Jenison runners were next again,
but with Thompson breaking up that
pack of Wildcats.

Junior Ethan Burks ran his PR to
lead the Jenison team. He was fourth
iIn 16:27.06. Senior teammate Nolan
Wengloikowski was fifth in 16:38.28.

Senior Luke Smith improved his PR
by a bit and moved up 1n the standings
for the Scots too. He was the team’s
number five scorer and placed 13th in
17:17.36. Jake Potgeter placed 18th
and Isaac Dinh 21st to round out the
Scots’ top seven.

Byron Center was third in the day’s

boys’standings with 81 points ahead of

Mona Shores 113, Reeths-Puffer 155
and Muskegon 170.

Jenison took command of the girls’

esl
WMICHIGAN

WORKS!

Learn about free:
* Computer skills training
e (Career coaching

e Job search services

TAA

Trade Adjustment Assistance

PLUS: Ask us if you qualify
for Trade Assistance Act
benefits!

Take the next step to §
a better paying job! |

5

Call 1-800-285-WORK (9675)
or visit westmiworks.org/job-seekers/

Saturday, September 27, 2025 13

conference standings by winning
again, this time with 19 points. Byron
Center was second with 63 points ahead
of Caledonia 68, Mona Shores 106 and
Reeths-Pufler 118.

Fighting Scot junior Akaela Daman
led her team with a sixth-place time
of 19:58.44. Junior Anna VanderWal
was 13th in 21:29.69. Senior Hannah
Bennett clocked in 14th in 21:34.82.
Sophomore Charlie Bont placed 17th
in 21:49.53. Freshman Kendall Van
Ryn ran her fastest race yet to place
|8th in 21:51.93.

Sophomore Elise Clarin ran a PR
to place 20th overall and sophomore
Abigail Tava was 24th to fill out the
Scots’ top seven.

Jenison had six of the first eight
oirls across the finish line. Junior
Paige McMeans led that group with a
winning time of 18:55.29. Sophomore
teammate Madeline Aleisa was sec-
ond in 19:13.10. Byron Center senior
Kailey Mann ran a PR of 19:43.82 to
place third.

The Fighting Scots are back in action
today, Sept. 27, at the Otsego Bulldog
Classic.
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Trojan X.C. teams inch closer to
top of Conference at Wayland

grett Bremer
oports Editor

A hilly, twisty course around the
Wayland Union school grounds and a
few more weeks of training made for
a much different OK Gold Conference
jamboree the second time around this
fall.

I'he Thornapple Kellogg varsity
girls’ cross country team inched a few
pomts closer to league-leading South
Christian and the TK boys jumped
Grand Rapids Union to finish third as
a team Wednesday 1in Wayland.

T'here was a big shuffle up in the order
of finish for the TK ladies Wednesday
with sophomore Amya Gater leading

the way. She placed 13th with a time
of 22 minutes 25.27 seconds. Junior
Payton Hardy, the TK leader through-
out the fall so far, was 14th overall in

44. Junior Carmen Reynolds was
right behind them with a 15th-place
time of 22:27.94.

South Christian won the jamboree
with 21 points. TheTK ladies were
second with 65 points, a gap between
the Sailors and Trojans that was five
points less than at the first conference
get-together earhier this month at Riv-
erside Park in Grand Rapids.

Wayland’s girls were third with 74
points ahead Northview 114, West
Catholic 114, Grand Rapids Union 179
and Wyoming 206.

South Christian had nine of the

www.sunandnews.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE first 12 girls across the finish line in 3 . - D
GB?;:EE(;\;’?ERTTIEQZE?:’S:;;P Wa}_f’land, and the first three overall. o * — - /
September 2025 Senior Chloe Rinzema led the Sailors K senior Noah Donker races along the tree line behind Wayland Union SUARAL YT .
in 20:12.70. Middle School on his way to the finish at the OK Gold Conference jJamboree Y ) ) il TR

The Gaines Charter Township Board held a reg- The TK girls’ team had Breanna hosted by the Wildcats Wednesday. Photos hy Brett Bremer JRE R Illﬂ

ular meeting on Monday, September 08, 2025,
and took the following actions.

1. Reviewed the Consent Agenda.

2. Approved the Meeting Agenda

3. Discussed the October 11, 2025 Harvest
Festival

4. Discussed Public Safety increased costs
due to new developments

5. Held a public hearing on the Public Safety
Special Assessment District Assessment Rate

6. Approved the consent agenda

7. Ratified the motion added to the August
11, 2025 Trustee Board meeting that was not
published in the August 11, 2025 agenda.

8. Approved the August 11, 2025 meeting
minutes as corrected.

9. Adopted the 2025 operating millage rate
of .8012 mil.

10. Approved the Public Safety Special As-
sessment District Assessment Rate of 1.5 mils.

11. Approved the expenditures of the pub-
lished equipment list for the new Platform 65.

12. Approved applying for a Special Events
Liquor License for Taste of Gaines.

13. Scheduled a public hearing for October
13, 2025 regarding the 2026 Gaines Charter
Township Budget.

14. Adjourned the meeting at 8:21 p.m.

A complete copy of the minutes of these meet-
ings and any resolutions or ordinances adopted
at the meeting are on file and available for
review at the Gaines Charter Township office,
8555 Kalamazoo Avenue SE, Caledonia, Mich-
igan 49316. Ordinances, meeting schedules,
meeting minutes, and other Township informa-
tion are also available at www.gainestownship.
Org.

Michael Brew
Gaines Charter Township Clerk

THORNAPPLE TOWNSHIP
BOARD
200 E MAIN ST.
MIDDLEVILLE, MI 49333
SYNOPSIS OF MEETING
MINUTES

Monday, September 8, 2025

The meeting was called
to order at 7:00 p.m. with six
members present.

Items approved:

1. Printed Agenda approved as
presented.

2. Consent Agenda approved
as presented.

3. Approved resignation of
Cindy Ordway as Township Clerk.

4. Approved appointment of
Kathy Medenblik as Township
Clerk.

5. Approved reimbursement
to Kathy Medenblik for election
training.

6. Approved purchase of fit
lester.

7. Approved upgrade of UIV.

8. Approved maintenance to
Robertson Road by County.

Meeting adjourned at 7:46p.m.

Prepared by Deputy Clerk
Brenda Hess. Approved by
Township Supervisor, Eric
Schaefer.

Copies of the meeting minutes
are available upon request from
the Township Clerk or by visiting
hitps://thorn le-twp.orqg/
meeting-minutes/ Office hours 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Thursday.

Schut 22nd in 23:11.38 and freshman Brielle
Miller 23rd in 23:19.58 in its top five. TK

junior Alaina McCrumb was right behind

in 24th-place and senior Madison Kietzman
placed 29th.

Inthe boys’ meet, the TK boys improved from
fourth at the first conference meet-up to third.

TK freshman Owen Bremer moved up into
the top ten with a tenth-place time of 18:30.45.

Trojan junior Grady Galaviz placed 19th in
19:15.60 and freshman Parker Robinett was
25th 1n 19:55.01. The top five for the TK boys
also included sophomore Garrett Holzhausen
30th in 20:11.26 and sophomore Wyatt Rich-
ardson 33rd in 20:16.84.

Rounding out the top seven for TK were
seniors Benjamin Postma and Noah Donker
who were 35th and 36th respectively.

South Christian won for the second time in
two races on the boys’ side, this time with 29
points. Northview was second with 48 points
ahead of Thornapple Kellogg 110, Grand Rap-
1ds Union 119, Wayland 133, Wyoming 137 and
West Catholic 167.

The first two guys across the finish line were
Sailors, and South Christian had four of the top
ten overall. Sailor junior Ben Verlin won the
race in 16:57.65 and senior teammate Thad
VanderLaan was second in 17:19.31.

The Trojans are set to be a part of the Otsego
Bulldog Classic Saturday, Sept. 27, and then
will head to the Portage Invitational Saturday,
Oct. 4.

Thornapple Kelloggs Amya Gater
races towards the finish line just a
couple strides ahead of teammate
Peyton Hardy and Carmen Reynolds
atthe OK Gold Conference jamboree
hosted by Wayland Union High

School Wednesday.

A |

The OK Gold Conference Champi-
onship will be hosted by West Catholic
at Riverside Park Oct. 15.
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The Fighting Scots corrECtlon:

Scots Gage Helinski The goalkeeper 1n the
clears his zone with photo with the Caledonia

Byron Center's varsity boys’ s_oca:‘cr sm'l:}'
Ben Newell (15) on page nine qt last \\'Cfﬂ‘l\. S

o e edition of the Sun and News
b.reathlﬂg down was incorrectly identified.
nis neck Thursaay The photo was of Caledo-
Sept. 18. Photos by nia freshman keeper Ryder
Perry Hardin Helinski making a save

against Portage Central.

e —

Our company is growing,
don’t miss your opportunity.

f i r -!.- ' - L. .'-15-1_'-- ' E'
Caledonia’s Pietro Mamprin pass the
ball to the sideline as Byron Center's é

Kaleb Smith follows close behind

during the second half of their OK View Newspaper GTOUD is Seeking P

Green Conference match Thursaay,

, — ‘ ‘
MARKETING = -

Scots find the net <
ot Al SPECIALIST A<~
topple Sailors covering the Marshall area. ‘4 p

brett Bremer Responsibilities include:
oSports Editor * Advertising sales, Account management,
The Caledonia varsity boys’ soccer Prepare presentations, proposals and sales contracts,

team got back on the winning track by T s s
outscoring Mona Shores 3-1 1n an OK

Green Conference match on the road

Tuesday.

The win moves the Fighting Scots’ |
record to 7/-5-4 overall this season and oL . | | ' 2 ;,,‘;4
3-2-2 in the conference. ' . 3 | | "y 4
T

Al -
] 1 I

|1. The Scots were winless in their
previous four outings before Tuesday

night.
The Scots were set to visit Reeths- AD-VISOR &K CHRONICLE

Puffer in the OK Green Thursday, Sept. VIEW....p2p Group g | “b\ﬁ
25, and will close out the conference mihomepaper.com e T

season with matches at home against m The County Press m Lake Orion Review

Jenison Sept. 30 and at M (eo B Lapeer Area View m Clarkston News :
' E al LlSkebon B Genesee County View  m The Citizen Send resume to:

Oct. 2. m Huron County View m The Lowell Ledger i i
- N - =Agel
B}'ron Center improved to 6-0 1n W Sanilac County News m [ he Hastings Banner Chrls .Sllverman _
csilverman@mihomepaper.com

: e SR . m Your Buyer’'s Guide m Buyer's Guide and News
LO_” le‘fJiCt. play, m_“- Viclo] y from m Jeffersonian B Ad-Visor & Chronicle 269_945_9554
Clmchlng the Qutrlght confterence B (ri-County Times B Battle Creek Shopper News

championshi D T ' & Da_ily News mThe Sun and News
P S and 11 | overall with m [ri-County Citizen B [he Reminder

a 5-0 victory over the visiting Scots last m Oxford Leader m St. Clair Area View
Thursday, Sept. 18.

The goals were the first for the Scots »
since an 8-0 win over Muskegon Sept. _——y.
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Local Medicare Fednsiy
aadvice IS how In M WO ay
parry County! ‘ NInuo

now booking appointments

for open enrollment October 15" - December 7t

Schedaule your appointment today
as time slots will fill up fast.

269.213.3232
josh@trumbleagency.com

www.barrycountymedicare.com JOSh Lam phere

128 S. Jefferson St. Hastings, MI 49058 Medicare Specialist

tedd Rv STAFFORD prinTING A1A-754-1177
- s .:‘... ._.-.' ﬂ-—-:——_ —= P - -

Disclaimer: We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans
we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.
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