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Contract negotiations
continue hetween

Cal Schools and
teachers’ union

Karen Turko-Ebright
Staff Writer

With two weeks of working under
their old contracts under their belts,
teachers at Caledonia Community
Schools are hoping a new contract
agreement will be settled soon
between the CCS representatives and
the Caledonia Education Association.
The two parties met for another round
of negotiations after press time on

Thursday.
““Caledonia teachers remain focused

on proposals that directly affect local
students and classrooms every day:
keeping class sizes manageable and
protecting teacher planning time so
educators can prepare high-quality
lessons rather than being pulled into
bureaucratic administrative meetings,’
Melissa VanGessel wrote this week
in a press release. She 1s a third-grade
teacher and president of the CEA.

The contract between the CCS
Board of Education and CEA expired
on July 31. Since April, BOE rep-
resentatives have met with CEA’s
representatives for 11 negotiation ses-
s101S.

At the beginning of the CCS regular
school board meeting on Aug. 18,
board president Tim Morris read a
statement aloud saying board repre-
sentatives offered the union a 4.5%
increase to teachers’ salaries and
scheduled base salary increases, along
with increases to starting base salaries
for new teachers, at the August nego-
tiation session.

Susan Reoch 1s a 20-year resident

of Caledonia and has
Waa3 five kids — three of
HIWO0LSND
whom are graduates from

?
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wwmawss  Caledonia High School.
One is currently enrolled
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Members of the Gaines Township Planning Commission discuss a proposed Amazon delivery station at their
Aug. 28 meeting. Photo by James Gemmell

Amazon submits site plans for third
building in Gaines Township

ter across the street, between 68th
Street and M-6. That facility is
used to sort packages and prepare
them for local delivery.

“It’s all automated,” Wells said.
“They get the orders; the orders get
as soon as they get approval.” packed onto pallets. The pallets get

The original planned unit devel- slid into the van and off the van

opment for the site was previously goes.”
approved. The new building would be locat-

Amazon opened a $150 million ed between the fulfillment and sor-
fulfillment center in March 2020 tation centers, and would be used
at 4500 68th Street, near Patterson for delivery operations.
Avenue. Less than three years after The Gaines Township Planning
opening the 850,000-square-foot Commission gave approval in May
facility, it opened a sortation cen- See AMAZON on 6
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mitted a site plan for construction
of a third building to be located
within the township.

“They just dropped the plans on
us, for an approval of it,” Wells
said. “They’re ready to move on it,

James Gemmell
Contributing Writer

Amazon.com, Inc. plans to
expand its presence 1in Gaines
Charter Township with the addition
of a new delivery station north of
68th Street.

But first, company officials will
have to come back to the Gaines
Township Planning Commission
for approval at its next meeting
Thursday, Sept. 25.

Gaines Community Development
director Dan Wells apprised plan-
ning commissioners at their Aug.
28 meeting that Amazon had sub-
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Alto gears up for annual Harvest Fest & Car Show

T'he small town of Alto will hold their biggest annual
event of the year, the 44th annual Alto Harvest Festival
& Car Show, on Saturday, Sept. 13, 2025, activities
for all ages

Hosted by the Alto Harvest Festival Committee. the
festival runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

| he festivities begin with the Alto/Bowne Township
Firehghters Pancake Breakfast from 7 to 10 am. at the
Alto fire station on Bancroft Road. Golf cart shuttles
will be available to and from the breakfast.

Opening ceremonies are set for 10 a.m. at Veterans
Park, with the national anthem, a formal flag raising
and presentation of colors by the Alto American Legion
Post No. 528.

Festival-goers are also urged to come out and check
out the ever-growing car show, featuring between
| /75-200 cars.

Registration for the car show begins at 7:30 a.m.,
with the event running from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Goodie
bags and dash plaques will be given out to the first 150

P Antenna Men

Give us a call!
269-967-8241

www.theantennamen.com

antennamen@gmail.com
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entries, and “Top 50™ awards will be presented. There
1S a $15 entry fee for the car show

And, those planning to attend the festival should
come hungry.

I'he Alto Amenican Legion will be open to the public
throughout the day and will have a food booth in front
of the post, while the Alto Lions Club will be offering
walking tacos, popsicles and assorted drinks. Also.
Alto Faith Bible Church will be serving up hot dogs,
polish sausage, chips and beverages. Hubbert's Kettle
Com will have a vanety of Kettle Corn and pork rinds.

During the day, festival-goers will find contests and
activities for all ages, including such retuming favorites
like the Blue-Ribbon Baking Contest. Entries may be
dropped ofl at the library starting at 8:30 a.m. Double
entries are required, one for the taste judging and one
for Baking Bingo, a new twist on an old game.

Instead of prize money, winners will be awarded
various baked goods and baking essentials.

Also, according to organizers, the craft and vendor
show gets underway at 9 a.m. and is set to feature up

o 20 booths. Alto library’s gently used book sale runs
Yam. 1o 1:30 p.m.

I*or the younger crowd, there s a children’s scavenge
hunt and other events

Children will be able to enjoy a vaniety of activitic
al the Kids Zone, located on the green at Alto Baptist
Church with inflatables, Cheek -to-Cheek face painting.
and a petting zoo.

| he Alto Lions Club will have free vision screening
on site, as part of the Lions of Michigan Foundation
Project Kidsight, with the focus on pre-school and
elementary school children.

L.ive music at Veterans Park begins at 11:30 a.m. and
runs through 2:30 p.m. Parking is available at the First
Baptist Church. Festival-goers are encouraged to bring
their own reasonably-sized chairs.

Formore information on the festival orrelated events.
persons may visit Facebook and search for “Alto Ha:
vest Festival & Car Show,” as well as “Alto Harvest
Festival Craft & Vendor Show.” — DM

Legal advice offered at no cost to Barry County seniors

I'he Legal Services of South Central Michigan-Battle
Creek office will conduct over-the-phone interviews
for legal advice and possible representation, without
charge, to interested Barry County seniors this month.

T'hose who wish to speak with an attorney should
call 269-224-5040 between 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, Sept. 24.

LLegal Services of South Central Michigan-Battle

ALPHA 616 MEDIA, LLC

photo * video * drone

residential & commercial real estate * corporate * events

ALPHAGI6MEDIA.COM

grant@alphabl6media.com GRANT ALPHENAAR
(616) 638-4751 OWNER
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Creek office 1s a nonprofit organization that provides
legal assistance, representation and education to low-
income people in Calhoun and Branch counties and
seniors 1n Barry, Branch, Calhoun and St. Joseph
counties. The advice and counsel is funded primarily
by the Area Agency on Aging Region 3B through the
Michigan Aging and Adult Services Agency under the
Older Americans Act of 1965. — MM
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James Gemmell
Contributing Writer
Gaines Township officials are con-

sidering some additional tweaks to a
proposed zoning ordinance amendment
for electronic changeable message signs,
or ECMs.

The programmable digital signs typi-
cally use LED lights or red dots.

Currently, Gaines Township only al-
lows for ECMs on freestanding signs, as
opposed to wall signs.

In June, Midwest Sign Company
requested a zoning text amendment to
allow ECM signs in residential districts
for institutional uses.

But the township’s Planning Commis-
sion recommended the township board
of trustees reject the request. Instead,
Planning Commission members voted
at their June 26 meeting to recommend
the township board approve special use
permits for ECM signs, as long the signs
are in residential zoning districts and for
institutional uses.

Township trustees recently broughtup
concerns about the time the signs would
operate, how much glare the light might
produce at night, and a type of display
called a flyout, where a message appears
to slide onto the screen inamotion-based
animation that might distract drivers.

The township board sent the request
back to the Planning Commission for
further review. And, at its Aug. 28
meeting, Planning Commission mem-
bers directed township staffers to make
changes to the proposed amendment and
have it back on the agenda for its Sept.
25 meeting, when it could vote on a
recommendation to the township board.

“The sign ordinance doesn’t take into
account light levels at property lines,
whereas the lighting ordinance does,”
Community Development director Dan
Wells said. “And so, we want to bring
those two into alignment. And, then, also
create a special use permit approval pro-
cess for LED signs in residential areas.”

The lighting ordinance addresses light
spill, glare, brightness and shielding, and
1s not expected to be amended.

“The lighting ordinance says that you
can’t have light going onto other proper-
ties,” Wells said. “There 1s some limited
allowance for that in our Neighborhood
Commercial, commercial/industrial.
But in residential areas, it’s supposed
to be zero.”

However, the lighting ordinance does
not regulate signs, so something that

THE SUN AND NEWS

might not be allowed under the lighting
ordinance might be allowed under the
township’s sign ordinance when it comes
to light that 1s emitted from a sign.

Planning Commission Chairwoman
Connie Giarmo said enforcement of the
ordinances can be difficult.

“We can have all the lighting and sign
ordinances we want to, but unless we’re
able to enforce what we actually have on
the books, we ain’t as good as we think
weare,” Giarmosaid. “Can [ justsay that.

“While I appreciate the board’s con-
cern about some of the things they're
seeing, I think enforcement. Because
most of what they’re seeing probably
1sn’t allowed,” she added.

“From a technical standpoint, I can
go stand at the property line with a light
meter, which we have, and measure the
candle power at that mark,” Wells said.
“And tell the owner of the sign, ‘You
have to dim it down to a point at which
[’mnot getting areading anymore during
the night, when 1t’s dark out.”™

The township’s old ordinance allowed
ECM signs in residential zones. But the
new township zoning ordinance that
took effect April 26 does not.

Some township board members noted
at a recent meeting that ECM signs have
some positive aspects, such as provid-
ing a way for churches and schools to
provide roadside announcements about
upcoming events.

Township trustee Kathy Vander Stel
pointed out that the LED signs provide
a community service.

“I hate to not have any avenue for an
institutional use like a school to come in
and get a sign,” Giarmo said. “But, on
the other hand, our residents were pretty
clearthey were concerned about the light
pollution 1n residential areas.”

“It’s not like they can’t have any of

them, they justneed to follow some strict
rules,” added Planning Commission
member Brad Waayenberg.

Wells said special-use permits are ap-
proved by the planning commission and

enforced by the Planning Department.

The township rules govern the dimen-
sions of signs and lighting technology.
Planning commissioner Ryan Wierse-
ma said a “large chunk™ of property at an
undisclosed site on 76th Street recently
went up for sale that had previously been

targeted for development. He asked, if

a church were to purchase the property,

would it be prohibited from installing

an ECM sign under the new ordinance.

Saturdav Septembere 2025 3

= ———— e e A= e ————————— e —

Gaines Township officials say they want to balance protecting neighbors
from intrusive light from electronic message signs with the community service
value of signs in residential areas. Photo by James Gemmell

“Correct,” Wells said. “So, they could
do like the channel-lit signs that glow,
that are considered less intrusive. But
they wouldn’t be allowed to do a LED
(sign) under the current ordinance.”

“I think we need to think about are our

regulations strict enough that we’re con-
fident that they’re following the law?”
Giarmo said, adding that enforcement
might be difficult. “That it won’t be a
nuisance.”

See CENTER on 6
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Town hall set for Sept. 20 in Fremont
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Caledonia

_ cornerstonechurch
Vine Street Church

ALASKA BAPTIST
CHURCH

~ Join us in person o
i Sunmi!n&m

Service Times :'

Sunday at 9:30 AM R 6:00 PM

Join us for our traditional yet casual v.*nrt.hi’*

service, in person or online,
a1 lJf“"l 1M .lr'i!?r'l Hdt"l r'Jt C)[
Caledonia Ml 49316

cornerstonemi.org/weekend

www.alaskabaptist.org
7240 68th Street SE, Caledonia

FIRST susysenc

BAPTIST W

Middleville

250 Vine Street 6G16-891-8669

(ood Shepherd
- Lutheran Church

Q08 W. Main Street. Middleville
( Missouri .'\}nn-i}

) HOLY FAMILY
{3) CATHOLIC CHURCH

9669 Kraft Ave.. Caledonia
Phone: 616-89]1-9259

www.holyfamilycaledoma.org

\HI'HLIT\’ \:';-IHIH}'IIP . 9:50 a.m.
Saturday Evening Mass

Sunday Masses

Rob Wurst
http://goodshepherdlcms.googlepages.com

Church: (269) 795-2391

9:45 to 10:00 a.m.

@ CHURCH | . h
1 Sunday School

&L " - 10 to 10:45 a.m.
P E A CECHURTCMH.CLC hﬂ"

@ St. Paul Lutheran Church
& Preschool

8430 Kralt Ave., Caledoma, Ml 493 1¢
OfHice 616-8B9] -B68R * Preschool (616) RO1-R6RKR
www.stpauicaledonia.org

Pastor:

Considering becoming Catholic?
Call or see our website for information

Sunday Worship:
8:30am. & 11 a.m.

- Fellowship

CHURCH

Caledonia Location -
9185 Cherry Valley Ave SE
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Sundays at 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 AM
Lead Pastor: Pastor Rvan Kimmel
616.891.8119
6950 Cherry Valley Rd., Middleville, M1 49333

peacechurch.c

Mlddlewlle Location -
1664 M-37
30 amand 11:00 am

. THORNAPPLE VALLEY

# CHURCH

MIDDLEVILLE

SERVICE TIMES:
sunday at 9:30am & 11:00am
20 State Street, Middleville, Ml / www.tvcweb.com
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Yankee Springs Bible Church

8900 DufHtv Road
Middleville. M1 49

‘Shining Forth God's Light”

Sunday Morning Worship......

Lommunity & roup .......

..............

L11:00 a.m.

James L. Collison, Pastor

www.yankeespringsbiblechurch.org

9:00 am. & 11:00 am.
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“1 ve heard the argument that
there 1s uncertainty in funding we
will receive from the state budget
We don’t know how Lany tudents
we are gomg to have.” Reoch said
“Every business and every school
has that same unc ertainty when pro-
posing a budget and negotiating sala-
ries. Yet, other schools have agreed
to 5% or more rate increases with the
same certainty.

“You have offered a 4.5% rate
increase and whatever you want to
make the math look, I will tell you,
when you were in the lower half the
bottom 10 of the Kent County school
districts, giving even a 4.5% raise
doesn’t make an acceptable wage.”

T'he district has not been able to
publish a full 2025-26 calendar at this
time. Under Michigan law, the calen-
dar 1s a mandatory subject of bargain-
Ing, and, therefore, a full year’s cal-
endar will not be available until it is
mutually agreed upon through nego-
tiations. The district will continue to
publish an updated partial calendar as
it becomes available.

BOL representatives say the board
1S committed to reaching a mutually
agreeable contract with the CEA.

A full recording of the Aug. 18 BOI
meeting can be found at calschools.
org/our-district/board-of-education/.

Your local agent insures your

Retisrement

Ask about our annuities and IRAs

- FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE'

MM naarorce (i ;h-g'::w

@M kM%)

(269) 795-8827

jparks@fbinsmi.com
FarmBureaulnsurance.com

Jason Parks
121 E. Main Street

Downtown Middleville
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ANNIVERSARY
ANNOUNCEMENT

L'a‘sas
celebrate
50th wedding

anniversary

David and Robin
Laansmawillbe celebrating
their 50th anniversary on
Friday, Sept. 5, 2025. They
were united Iin marriage
on Friday, Sept. 5, 1975
at Highland Hills Baptist
Church, Grand Rapids, MI.

Their children Include
Dean and Nikki Laansma
of Allendale, Ml and Jenny
and Jeff Shamess of Fort
Hood, TX. They have eight
grandchildren.

Please send them a card
at 32 S. Payne Lake Rd.,
Wayland, M| 49348.

| VlSIt us onhne at
' m&homemper com
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TNCREASE:

A ROAD MAP TO FINANCIAL HEALIH

In our household, November
and December are our two most
expensive months when money
justseemstodisappear. We have
three birthdays in November,
and then right around the corner
1s Christmas.

There are seasons in the year
when you’ll find there’s not as
much wiggle room in your budget to make
progress towards your next mark. Unless
you have a lot of winter birthdays, typically
February and March are lower expense
months for many families. Just like there
are four seasons in the year, your financial
life also has seasons that vary from month
to month. It is OK if in some months, you
simply maintain your progress.

[f Christmastime squeezes your budget,
just maintain your progress and be OK with
sitting in the holding pattern for one month.
You’ll make progress in the months to come.
You’ve already proven to yourself that you
can live off of less than youmake and you’ve
already started making progress as you’'ve
filled up your tank. Simply maintaining
for one month 1s OK. Look at the progress
you’ve already made — to buckle down
and tell the kids that they’re not going to
get presents this year so you can increase
your savings 1s a little overkill. Yes, they
may not get as many presents as they did
in past years if you were buying on credit,
but it’s OK to wait to increase your savings
until next month.

There are seasons on an annual rhythm
that we need to recognize, but there are also
seasons of life when your priorities are going
to need to be flexible. If you’re single and
working right now, then it’s time to get after
it and start working up the Fuel Gauge. If
you’re married, have two incomes, and are
waiting on having a baby right now, then put
the pedal to the metal and pursue each target
with vigor and speed.

However, if you’re pregnant with your
first child, your pace is going to naturally ad-

just. When we were pregnant with our oldest,

expenses started to shoot up out of nowhere.
First, Taco Bell became an actual budget line
item for us. For some reason or another, that
is what my extremely health-conscious wite
craved when she was pregnant, and who was
[ to stop her? In fact, to make her feel better,
[ joined 1n on the fun! Except when she had
the baby, she lost the baby weight and 1 kept
it. On top of Taco Bell, we needed a crib,

Zach Santmier

financial course, Increase.

sheets for the bed, diapers, wipes,
baby clothes and changes of baby
clothes for when the diapers didn't
dotheirjob. Expenses added up and
quickly. As we tried to navigate this
massive change in life, we also had
to curb our expectations of making
forward progress financially. It was
a hard pill for me to swallow, but
by the third kid, I finally understood the
principle of seasons.

[t is natural and OK for the pace at which
we pursue each target to change. When ma-
jor life changes happen, there is a learning
curve in figuring out your new budget. This
doesn’t mean that when life changes, we
can just spend whatever we want whenever
we want. Absolutely not. However, in these
seasons of change, you can slow down your
forward progress without going backwards.
Any extra money you have at the end of the
month might not have an allocation for a
minute. You may just need to let it sit as you
figure out what a sustained budget looks like
in this new season. Whether you’re moving,
changingjobs, having achild or sufteringthe
loss of a loved one, seasons in life come and
g0 and your pace of forward progress can
and should adjust with the season you are in.

When seasons change, the goal 1s not to
go backwards. Don’t forget
everything you’ve learned
and start spending because
you know you’re not making
forward progress. We don’t
want to erase all the progress
we’vemade. Maintaining our
position 1sn’t passive. It still
takes intention. And remem-
ber, maintaining our progress
isn’t a long-term plan. It 1s
for a short season as we're
navigating the change in our
life. We still are striving for
forward progress, even if the
progress 1s less for a period
of time. We just don’t want
to slip backwards as seasons
change.

Zach Santmier is the owner
of Trumble Agency, Inc. and
the author of the personal

He focuses on helping fami-
lies escape paycheck-to-pay-
check living so they can freely
pursue their ideal future.

- BUSINESS SERVICES

DUMPSTER RENTAL SNOW-
PLOWING, Lot Clearing, Forestry,
Mulching, Brush Hog, Mowing.
Dumpsters-Solutions.com
(616)283-9712.

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION: POLE BARNS,
Siding, Decks, Roofing, etc.
Licensed, 30 Years. lom Beard
(269)838-5937

WANTED TO BUY: Tractors, Farm
Machinery, Tractor Parts, Old Adver-
tising Memorabilia, Tractor Collec-

tions. We do all the work. Payment
Upfront. Call Today 616-826-0556.

GOLF COURSE MAINTENANCE
EMPLOYEE- All aspects of golf
course maintenance, including
trimming, mowing, tree removal,
and bunker work. Please see Evan
and apply in person at Saskatoon
Golf Club 9038 92nd St., Alto,

MI. To set up an appointment call
616-570-5597 or apply online at
saskatoongolf.com.

NOTHIN’ BUT A
GOOD TIME

BILL ENGVALL

HERE'S YOUR SIGN: IT WASN'T MY TIME
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

LITTLE BIG TOWN
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4

Tickets available now at the FireKeepers Box Office

&

1-94 to Exit 104 | 11177 Michigan Avenue | Battle Creek, M1 49014
Must be 21 or older. Tickets based on availability. Schedule subject to change.

or FireKeepersCasino.com.

FIREKEEPERS et vour VTR on-

CASINO+*HOTEL

BATTLE CREEK
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2021 for Ryan Companies Inc. to
build a 279,000-square-foot sortation
plant directly north of the Amazon

Fulfillment Center. Patterson Avenue

1s used as the entry and exit point.
The 219,000-square-foot delivery
station will use 68th Street.

The development is within the for-
mer Steelcase planned unit develop-
ment established in the late 1980s.

As reported in the Sun and News
in 2021, Ryan Companies’ director
of Real Estate Development, Kyle
Schott, told the planning commission
that, to ease congestion, the delivery
schedules would be strategically
timed to avoid peak hours of traffic
from other companies in the sur-
rounding area.

Township planning commissioners
and staff say they have heard numer-
ous concerns from residents about
speeding and traffic congestion on
the booming 68th Street corridor
west of Patterson Avenue in recent
years. T'hey cited several serious traf-
fic crashes in that area.

The Kent County Road

——— e e o S e s

Commlssmn completed the first
phase of a road-widening project on
68th Street, between Cherry Valley
and Kraft avenues, earlier this year
1n adjacent Caledoma Township.
T'hat reportedly led to some increase
in traffic by Amazon trucks on 68th
Street, near Dutton.

Gaines Township officials have
been at loggerheads with Amazon
over more than traffic issues.

In 2023, Amazon appealed its
2022 property-tax assessment to the
Michigan Tax Tribunal. It was the
second appeal filed since the fulfill-
ment center’s construction was com-
pleted in 2020. Township staff said
that appeal was settled out of court
at a cost of about $6,000 in attorney
fees.

Gaines Township receives more
than $20,000 annually in tax reve-
nues from the facility. The Caledonia
Public Schools and the Kent
Intermediate School District also
recelve annual tax revenues from it.

Township officials had signed a
contract with Amazon prior to con-
struction that provided Amazon with
an annual property tax abatement of
about 50 percent.

WE'RE HERE FOR
ALL YOUR HEATING AND
COOLING NEEDS
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The overall S|te plan Iayout for the proposed new Amazon dehvery statnon
north of 68th Street in Gaines Township was recently presented to township

officials. The existing sortation facility is north of the dashed line. adjacent

to IM-6. Graphic courtesy Gaines Township
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GO ONLINE TO
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616-891-0150

BUSINESS HOURS:
Monday - Friday: 8 AM to 5 pm
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Complete
Collision Repair

110 Johnson Street SE
Caledonia, Ml 49316

Your trusted Body Shop for
over 32 years
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Continued from Page 3

“I think that’s where the rubber meets
the road, where we have had difficulties.
Our township staff is not able, some-
times, to go chasing down signs. We
have been a very growing township,”
she said. “We have other things to do.”

Adding a special-use permit provision
to the ordinance would give the planning
commission the ability to make a deci-
sion on a case-by-case basis.

“That gives us the ability to look at
individual cases, and we can then de-
termine if we’re going to approve it or
not,” Wiersema said.

Wells suggested that the Planning
Commission insert into the sign ordi-
nance a provision that light generated by
an LED must emit zero candle power at
a property line. That would then match
the lighting ordinance.

“That’s the only thing [ see that is
actually enforceable,” Well said. “Be-
cause | can get a light-meter reading,
then I know.”

The Planning Commission voted 5-0,
with two members absent, to direct staff
to modify the sign ordinance to include
a restriction on light emissions past a lot
line to zero candle power in residential
areas. That would be in accordance with
the township’s lighting ordinance. And
to allow for the consideration of special-
use permits for the ECM signs.
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Saxons

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

[t was the kind of game where all of
a sudden the cheer team is leaning over
the line where the track meets the turt,
hacks to the student section, watching
the game.

Where dads stand stone faced and
moms rock back and forth in their fold-
up bleacher seats as the clock fails to
tick fast enough.

[t was the kind of game where 1t stings
a little extra for the side that did not
come out on top.

Sophomore kicker Cooper Hokanson
booted a 33-yard field goal as time ex-
pired to give Hastings a 31-29 victory
over Thornapple Kellogg in week one
of the 2025 football season Thursday,
Aug. 28, inside Bob White Stadium 1n
Middleville.

Each team had just one defensive stop
all evening long. The Trojans’ came
when the Saxons decided to punt the
ball away and run off the final seconds
of the first half. The Saxons’ was as little
more significant.

With the Trojans driving in for what
they hoped to be a game-sealing score m
the closing minutes, the Saxons’ Connor
Cosme made a step at TK quarterback
Micah Dock who was running an option
to the left. Cosme darted back outside as
Dock let his pitch fly, and swatted it up
in the air. The ball bounced on the turf,
and Cosme pounced on 1t with 2:34 to
gointhe game atthe Saxon 12-yard-line.

“As soon as that happened, I went
back and I said to [Cooper]| I hate to
do this to you,” Hastings head coach

— SRS

t

Jamie Murphy said. “You need to warm

up your leg. We might have to kick tit.
“So, yeah, that turnover was a young
man [Cosme] that we are very fond of
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op TK on last second field goal in opener

PROJECTS FOR SEWING
« Tote Bag, Potholders, Hair 4
Ties, Quilts, Aprons,

Pillow Cases
— Gift Certificates Available—

T (5od Yoves You ¥

218 E. State St., Hastings * 945-9673
OPEN: Monday-Friday 8 am-5:30 pm; Saturday 9 am-3 pm
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Thornapple Kellogg senior back Debo Robinson breaks free to score the first touchdown of the 2025 football season

inside Bob White Stadium in Middleville Thursday, Aug. 28. Thornapple Kellogg led throughout most of its season
opener with visiting Hastings, but the Saxons overtook the Trojans on a last-second field goal for a 31-29 win. Photo

by Brett Bremer

+.

first half and held a lead from then on
until Hokanson’s kick sailed through the
See SAXONS on 9

in the ballgame on a nine-yard touch-
down run by senior Zach Eldridge with
just over seven minutes to play in the

him. He is a first year player for us. He's
a tough kid. He is just figuring things
out and learning the position and he
played well tonight. He stepped at the
quarterback, made him pitch it, and then
stepped back and tipped it. And then it
was bouncing around and itkind of came
up forward to him and he jumped on 1it. o ol B i
[t was a heck of a play. We do practice [ 3 i
the cat and the mouse on the option, and
he played it really well.”

The Saxons had 88 yards to go to the
end zone, trailing 29-28 at the time. With
Hokanson, a two-year varsity Ssoccer
player and new football player kicking
for the first time this fall, moving the ball
72 yard towards the end zone enough.

Thornapple Kellogg took a 15-8 lead

» Custom cakes  Lunch
 Full'espresso bar  Seasonal baked goods

e Everything made
from scratch

Momma’'s

BAKERY & CAFE
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Drink Get the 2nd free

must present coupon, 2nd item must be of equal or lesser value,
cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 10/18/25%

Sunday & Monday: Closed, Tuescday-Friday: Zam-6pm, Saturday: Sam-2pm
203 E. MAIN ST. CALEDONIA / 616-275-1017 / SUGARMOMMASPASTRIES.COM
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KENT COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER

NOTICE DAY OF REVIEW OF APPORTIONMENTS

LISTENING VALLEY NO. 2 DRAIN

DATE: Thursday, September 25, 2025
TIME: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
LOCATION: Kent County Drain Commissioner’s Office

775 Ball Ave NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
QUESTIONS: (616) 632-7910

The Kent County Drain Commissioner will hold a Day of Review of Apportionments on
the above date, time, and location. The Day of Review is an opportunity to review the
tentative apportionments of benefit for each parcel and municipality within the drainage
districts. Information can be found on the Drain Commissioner’s website at: https://www.
kentcountymi.gov/817/Drain-Commissioner under Petition Projects and Notices.

——

Drain Municipalities in Kent County

LISTENING VALLEY NO .2 CALEDONIA TOWNSHIP

The Drain Commissioner, engineers and/or other staff members will be available to assist
individuals throughout the day and make revisions to the apportionments where neces-
sary. There is no need to schedule an appointment for a specific time on the Day of Re-
view. The computation of costs for the drains will also be available at the Day of Review.
Drain assessments are collected in the same manner as property taxes and will appear on
your winter tax bill. If drain assessments are being collected for more than one (1) year,
you may pay the assessment in full with any interest to date at any time and avoid further
interest charges.

Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in the Day
of Review should contact the Drain Commissioner’s Office at the number noted above
(voice) or through the Michigan Relay Center at 7-1-1 (TDD) at least 24 hours in advance
of the Day of Review to request mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance.

Comments on the apportionment of benefits may be submitted to the Drain Commissioner
in writing before the date of the Day of Review to 775 Ball Ave NE. Grand Rapids, M1
49503, or electronically to drinfo@kentcountymi.gov. Comments may also be submitted
in writing or verbally at the Day of Review. Comments submitted in advance must be
received by the Drain Commissioner prior to the Day of Review to ensure consideration:.

You may appeal the determination of apportionments to the Kent County Probate Court
within ten (10) days.

T'he following is a list of any county, township, city, and village to be assessed at large in
Kent County in the drainage district: CALEDONIA CHARTER TOWNSHIP

The following is a description of the lands constituting the drainage district:
Listening Valley No. 2 Drain: Sec 3, T.5N., R.10W., Caledonia Kent County, Michigan

The following additional information can be found on the Drain Commissioner’s web-
site at https://www.kentcountymi.gov/817/Drain-Commissioner under Petition Projects
and Notices

I. A map of the lands constituting the drainage district
2. Assessment Roll and years of spread
3. The Notice of Letting that includes:
* Number and length of sections, the average width of each section, and if the
drain will be closed, the amount and specifications for all tile or pipe required;
* Location, number, type and size of culverts or bridges to be installed; if any; and
* Conditional upon with the contract will be awarded.

Dated: September 9, 2025 Kenneth J. Yonker, Kent County Drain Commissioner
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New keeper, n
attack for CHS boys this fall

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

It was a pretty outstanding 2024 for
the Caledonia varsity boys’soccer team
In 1ts first fall under head coach Lucas
Dishnow.

TI'he Scots were 13-4 and the only
team that bettered them in the first
season of OK Green Conference soccer
was the Byron Center squad that went
on to finish as the MHSAA Division 1
State Runner-up.

All those victories, but the Scots were
upended by Rockford in the opening
round of the state tournament. That will
provide a little bit of motivation for the
Caledonia boys this fall, but Dishnow
said his players already know what it’1]
take to repeat last year’s triumphs and
even try to improve on them.

“I think they know the level of
expectation and what it takes to have
a successful season. That type of cul-
ture, expectations are already met,”
Dishnow said. “It’s already set. I think
that high level of commitment to the
offseason that leads to the season is
understood. Hey, we had a really good
season what do we need to do it again?

Notice to Creditors
TO ALL CREDITORS:

The Trustor, CRISSY L. KLEMKOSKY,
(date of birth February 5, 1959), who lived
at 816 Arhana Crest Dr., Middleville, MI
49333, died August 22, 2024. Creditors of
the decedent are notified that all claims
against the CRISSY L. KLEMKOSKY
FAMILY LEGACY TRUST, dated June 29,
2023, as amended, will be forever banned
uniess presented to HEATHER MARIE
THOMPSON, Trustee, within four months
after the date of publication.

Notice is further given that the Trust will
thereafter be assigned and distributed to the
persons entitled to it.

Date: June 29, 2023

Prepared by:

Heather Marie Thompson, Trustee
4220 Bender Rd.

Middleville, Ml 49333

Prepared by:

Willlam E. Westerbeke, P65185
Westerbeke Law Firm, PLLC
4595 Broadmoor Ave., SE, Suite 236
Grand Rapids, M| 490506

Phone: (616) 965-2060

Fax: (616) 775-6444

www.sunandnews.com
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What does that look like?”

The group of returnees is led by
senior captains Gage Helinski and
Brecken Byrd. Helinski will spend
time in the midfield and on defense
this season, and Byrd will be primarily
a defender. Rocco Calabrese, a junior,
1s another key returnee in the midfield.

“A lot of other kids are stepping
up. Sure there are some other seniors
stepping up too, but those are some
big impact players returning from last
year, Dishnow said.

Nicolas Long is taking over in goal
for the Fighting Scots this season as a
junior, following up on a season where
then senior Simon Hilton and the Scots
allowed the fewest goals a CHS varsity
team ever has in a season.

The guy in the back is new, and the
Scots will be hunting for a new guy on
the opposite side of the field to lead the
attack. Drew Diebolt was named to the
MIHSSCA Dream Team a year ago and
opened his collegiate career playing 71
minutes as a defender in the University
of Michigan’s 1-1 draw with Notre
Dame Aug. 21.

Those are big cleats to fill up top.

“It’s a great opportunity to see who
can step up to that new role,” Dishnow
said, adding that he has a long list of
forwards looking forward to giving it
a shot.

A couple of the exciting additions
to this season’s squad include Noah
Kapplan, who has spent time previ-
ously playing high-level club soccer,
and Owen Mancuso, a transfer from
East Kentwood.

The Caledonia team is 3-3 to start
the season. The Fighting Scots had an
early showdown with Byron Center
and fell 1-0 Aug. 25, but bounced back
in conference play for a 3-1 win over
visiting Mona Shores Aug. 27. They
overwhelmed Grandville on the road
Tuesday this week 7-0.

The Scots opened the season with a
4-0 loss to Okemos Aug. 21 and then
went 1-1 ati1its own Scotland Yard Invi-
tational Aug. 23 beating Wyoming 3-2
in a shoot out and falling 1-0 to West
Catholig in a second shotout, , - , . |
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SAXONS

Continued from Page 7
middle of the uprights in the dark sky.

Eldridge scored two touchdowns on
the night, also diving across the goal-
line from six yards out a minufe into
the fourth quarter. The TK two-point
run by junior Jack Smith following that
touchdown had the Trojans in front by
two scores, 29-20.

Hastings answered with a seven-play,
72-yard drive that ended in a three-yard
touchdown run by Trevin Russell, and a
two-point conversion run, with /:25 to
play in the game. Hastings was within
29-28 after those eight points were added
to the board. The big play on that drive
was a fourth-down pass from quarterback
Mason Tossava to a diving Spencer
Wilkinson that moved the ball from the
TK 24-yard-line to the three, keeping
the drive alive. Wilkinson had the wind
knocked out of him crashing to the turf
to make the catch on a ball that at first
glance looked like it was too off target for
Wilkinson to ever catch up to, as lossava
had to fire it rolling to his right.

TK opened the scoring with a 19-yard
touchdown run by junmior Debo Rob-
inson and a Mason Chivis extra-point
kick. Hastings moved in front on its one
first quarter drive that culminated n a
one-yard TD run by Russell. A Cardale
Winebrenner two-point run put the
Saxons ahead 8-7 for a bit.

TK answered that with Eldndge’s
first touchdown run early in the second
quarter. Dock ran in the two-point try

THE SUN AND NEWS

for a 15-8 TK lead.

Hastings answered with a four-yard
touchdown run by Winebrenner, but TK
came right back with a 90-yard kick-
off return for a touchdown by Maddox
VanEngen. The two teams went into the
half with TK in front 21-14.

Hastings got within 21-20 on a four-
yard TD run by Russell, which was the
only score of the third quarter.

Russell closed the night with 17
rushes for 88 yards and had one 54-yard
reception. Tyler Frazer had 12 rushes for
71 yards and had two big catches too for
35 yards. Wilkins had two receptions for
56 yards. Winebrenner closed his night
with ten carries for 39 yards.

Tossava was 5-of-7 passing the ball
for 134 yards.

“They were changing things up,”
Murphy said ofthe TK oftense. “They re
big and physical and moved us, and they
changed things up enough that we were
having a hard time figuring out their
rhythm. It didn’t put us on our heels, but
it made us guess. We were wondering
where the ball was going to go. They did
a really nice job of mixing things up.”

Malachi VanEngen had three rushes
for 72 yards, and Robinson closed his
night with seven carries for 58 yards to
lead the TK attack. Smith rushed five
times for 41 yards and Eldridge had five
carries for 21 yards. The Saxons never
let Dock break free. He had ten carries
for six total yards on the night, and was
2-0f-3 passing for 19 yards. Eliot Neft
was on the receiving end of both those
Dock completions.

Fighting Scots shut out Canadian foe in game one

Brett Bremer

Sports Editor
On a night that the Caledonia varsity

football team celebrated i1ts 1950 team
that went undefeated without allowing a
single pointall season, the Fighting Scots
moved to 1-0 with a shut out Thursday,
Aug. 28.

Caledonia opened the 75th season of

football at what 1s now Ralph E. Myers
Stadium with a 36-0 victory over Wind-
sor Holy Names Catholic. The night was
also the first as head coach for former
defensive coordinator Whitney Bell.

His Scots got the job done offensively
and defensively.

Junior quarterback tossed a pair of

touchdown passes to teammate Aaron
Collins, ran in a score himself, and run-
ning back Ryne Wysocki scored the first

two touchdowns of the season for the
Fighting Scots.

Wysocki had a five-yard TD run in the
first quarter and a three-yard TD run in
the secondto help the Scots move in front
15-0. The lead grew to 29-0 at the half as
Backustossed T'D passes that covered 25
yards and 34 yards to Collins.

Backus scored the lone second half

touchdown on a one-yard run.

Landry Mueller was a perfect 4-of-4
on extra-point kicks for the Scots.

On the night, the Fighting Scots out-
gained Holy Names 394 yards to 95.

Backus was 8-0f-14 passing for 136
yards and he rushed 13 times for 102
yards. Wysocki finished with 13 rushes
for 70 yards. The biggest play of the

See SCOTS on-10

DATE:
TIME:

LOCATION:

QUESTIONS:
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KENT COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER
NOTICE DAY OF REVIEW OF APPORTIONMENTS AND
REVIEW OF DRAINAGE DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

SOUTHBELT INDUSTRIAL DRAIN

Thursday, September 25, 20235

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kent County Drain Commissioner’s Ofhice
775 Ball Ave NE, Grand Rapids, M1 49503

(616) 632-7910

The Kent County Drain Commissioner will hold a Day of Review of Apportionments and Review
of Drainage District Boundaries on the above date, time, and location. The Day of Review i1s an
opportunity to review the tentative apportionments of benefit for each parcel and municipality within
the drainage districts. Maps of the proposed drainage district boundary revisions can be found on the

Drain Commissioner’s website at: https://www.kentcountymi.gov/817/Drain-Commissioner under

Petition Projects and Notices.

A general description of the lands by section number proposed to be added or deleted from the
drainage district, as recommended by a licensed professional engineer or surveyor for the drain, is
as follows:

: v
| Municipalities in Kent | Portions of Sections Portions of Sections
Drain | |
County Added Removed
- 4 ﬂ L {
SOUTHBELT CALEDONIA
i 7

INDUSTRIAL TOWNSHIP

'he Drain Commissioner, engineers and/or other staff members will be available to assist individuals
throughout the day and make revisions to the boundaries or apportionments where necessary. [here
is no need to schedule an appointment for a specific time on the Day of Review. The computation of
costs for the drains will also be available at the Day of Review. Drain assessments are collected in the
same manner as property taxes and will appear on your winter tax bill. If drain assessments are being
collected for more than one (1) year, you may pay the assessment in full with any interest to date at
any time and avoid further interest charges.

Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in the Day of Review
should contact the Drain Commissioner’s Office at the number noted above (voice) or through the
Michigan Relay Center at 7-1-1 (TDD) at least 24 hours in advance of the Day of Review to request
mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance. |

Comments on the apportionment of benefits and drainage district boundaries may be submitted to
the Drain Commissioner in writing before the date of the Day of Review to 775 Ball Ave NE, Grand
Rapids, M1 49503, or electronically to drinfo@kentcountymi.gov. Comments may also be submitted
in writing or verbally at the Day of Review. Comments submitted in advance must be received by the
Drain Commissioner prior to the Day of Review to ensure consideration,

You may appeal the Drain Commissioner’s decision to revise the district boundaries to the Kent
County Circuit Court within ten (10) days, and you may also appeal the determination of apportion-
ments to the Kent County Probate Court within ten (10) days.

The following is a list of any county, township, city, and village to be assessed at large in Kent Coun-
ty in the drainage district: Caledonia Charter Township

The following is a description of the lands constituting the drainage district:

Southbelt Industrial Drain: Sec. 7, T.5N., R.10W., Caledonia Charter Township, Kent County,
Michigan

The following additional information can be found on the Drain Commissioner’s website at https://
www.kentcountymi.gov/817/Drain-Commissioner under Petition Projects and Notices

i I A map of the lands constituting the drainage district
2. Tentative Assessment Roll
3. Computation of Cost

Dated: September 9, 2025 Kenneth J. Yonker, Kent County Drain Commissioner

------
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CLS girls turn in great eal'ly times in Hoclﬂor-d ponl

Brett Bremer
oports Editor

Caledoma/L.owell/South Christian
senior Sophie Gaylord won the 100-
yard freestyle, the 100-yard back-
stroke and was a part of a relay win
for the Vikings Thursday at Rockford.

1he host Rams took a 114-72 win
over the visiting CLS varsity girls’
swimming and diving team, but i
was a sohid mght for the Viking squad.

Caylord, Amelia McCann. Aliya
van Hofwegen and Caitlyn Morris
teamed up to win the 200-yard medley
relay at the start of the night. They
finished with a time of 1 minute 57.15
seconds, a little over two seconds In
front of the top Rockford foursome
in the race.

T'he 100-yard breaststroke was the
only race thatthe CLS girlsdidn’thave
someone place first or second in. The
Rams also did boost their point total
by having the top four scoring divers
at the meet.

Caylord won both of her individual
events. She beat her nearest competi-

—— e e e e —————— e e . e e

tor by almost three seconds to win the
100-yard freestyle in 53.65 seconds.
She also won the | 00-vard backstroke
by more than five seconds with a time
of 1:01.80.

leammate Lily Klein wasn’t far off
a runner-up finish 1in that backstroke
race placing third in 1:07.85.

CLS jumor Mya VanderZwaag had
arunner-up time of 2:03.06 in the 200-
yard freestyle and was the runner-up
in the 100-yard butterfly with a time
of 1:06.39 and the 500- yard freestyle
In 5:35.63..

McCann raced to a runner-up time
of 2:30.50 in the 200-yard individual
medley and was second in the 100-
yard butterfly in 1:06.39.

Morris won the runner-up points in
the 50-yard freestyle with her time of
26.41 and was the fastest CLS girl in
the 100-yard breaststroke with a third-
place time of 1:17.73 which was less
than half a second from second place
in the race and less than one second
from first. Van Hofwegen was third in
that 50 freestyle with a time of 26.78.
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CHS girls shoot to third at second league jamboree

grett Bremer
oports Editor

The Fighting Scots were third Tues-
day as the OK Green Conference gath-
ered for its second varsity girls’ golf

jamboree of the season.

Byron Center took the victory at
Muskegon Country Club with an over-
all score of 175 strokes. Jenison was
second with a score of 192 ahead of
Caledoma 199, Reeths-Puffer 199 and
Mona Shores 214.

Senior Codie O’Krangley led the
Caledonia team with a 44, which put her
in a tie for fifth individually on the day.

Byron Center had four ofthe day’s top
seven golfers led by juniors Averie Hof-
man and Izzy Tawoda who each shot 43.

Reeths-Puffer junior Sophia McCol-
lum was the day's individual champ
with atwo-over-37. Jenison junior Kylie
Cofiey shot a 39

Junior Emily Walbeck shot a 50 for
the Scots and senior Halley Stout added
a dl. T'he Scots’ number four score was
a >4 from senior Katie Honhart.

The Scots were set to take part in
the Russ Johnson Invitational hosted
by Kenowa Hills at Gracewil Country
Club Friday, Sept. 5. Caledonia returns
to Muskegon Country Club Monday for
the East-West Showdown,

The OK Green Conference season
continues when the Scots head to Lin-
coin Country Club for the Mid-Season
Jamboree Sept. 11.

e —

SCOTS

Continued from Page 9

night for the Scots came from back-up
quarterback Conlan Schultz who fired
off a a 42-yard run late in the ballgame
and had 47 yards rushing total on two
carries.

Collins closed the night with four re-

ceptions for 87 yards and Lincoln Senti
added two receptions for 21 yards.

Elliot Clark had a team-high five
tackles for the Fighting Scot defense,
including a sack and two tackles for loss.

Caledonia was slated to host Reeths-
Puffer Sept. 5 and will be on the road
to start OK Red Conference action at
Grandville Friday, Sept. 12.
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The 2005 Caledonia varsity football team that won the MHSAA Division 3
otate Championship. The Fighting Scots were 7-2 during the regular season
and then rattled off five straight playoff victories including a 27-6 win over a
previously undefeated Haslett team in the State Final at Ford Field in Detroit
Nov. 26, 2005. File photo

Scots celebrating 20th anniversary
of state championship team

Brett Bremer
oports Editor

There was grass inside Ralph E. My-
ers Stadium back then.

M-6 was a brand new freeway wrap-
ping around the south end of Grand
Rapids.

Davenport University was just form-
ing 1ts campus there between the high-
way and M-6.

The wishbone was the offense.

The defense was simply dominant.

During what i1s becoming a season
of anniversary celebrations, Caledonia
Public Schools was set to honor the
2005 MHSAA Division 3 Football State
Champions during its Sept. 5 ballgame
against visiting Reeths-Puffer inside
Ralph E. Myers Stadium.

Those 2005 Fighting Scots defeated

a previously undefeated Haslett team
27-6 1nthe MHS A A Division 3 Football
IF'inals at Ford Field in downtown Detroit
Nov. 26, 2005, rolling over the Vikings
like they had most of their playoff
foes that fall. The Scots won their five
postseason games by an average of 28
points. Bloomfield Hills Lahser was the
only team to score more than a single
touchdown against the Scots during the
postseason, in what was a 49-21 state
semifinal win by the Caledonia squad.

There were plans for a reunion at a
restaurant in Caledonia for the 2005
squad following the 2025 Fighting
Scot varsity football team’s ballgame
with Reeths-Puffer Friday night, Sept.
5. The 2005 Fighting Scot head coach
Tom Burrill, who says getting new CHS

varsity football coach Whitney Bell onto .
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his staff later on was one of the best
coaching moves he ever made, didn’t
plan to hear the cheers inside the newly
renovated Ralph E. Myers Stadium for
the state championship team. His Friday
night plans included a trip to Hamilton
as he 1s helping lead the Thomapple
Kellogg varsity football team’s defense
along with long-time fellow coach Tim
Penfield.

He was hoping to make it to the late-
night reunion though.

Saturday, September 6, 2025
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“It’s not something I necessarily talk
about,” Burrill said of the state title. *|
don’t wear my ring. We talk about it
more amongst ourselves, some of the
buddies and the coaches or some of the
players that | get together with. It really
does not come up that often. Once in a
while somebody I’'m coaching with will
say, ‘hey you’re working with a state
championship head coach.” My kids in
Middleville don’t really have any idea

See SCOTS on 15
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Scots have talented skill group around junior QB

T'here 1s some carryover, but really
it 18 a whole new era for Caledonia
\.r;ir'-,it}' [m :Ih.‘l”

F'ormer defensive coordinator Whit-

ney Bell takes over as head coach for

a Fighting Scot team that missed the
playolls for the first time since 2019
in 2024.

Brent DeYoung, now a senior. was
the lone freshman on the state finals
roster in 2022. He had three tackles in
the season opener last week. And he
15 a part of a solid group of guys who
competed under head coach Derek Pen-
nington for a season or two or three.

Junior Bryce Backus takes over at
quarterback for the Fighting Scots this
fall with a good offensive line in front
of him and some talented offensive
playmakers surrounding him. The
wide receiving crew is a good one
highlighted by juniors Lincoln Senti
and Aaron Collins.

Returnees along the offensive line
include seniorright tackle Liam Moore,
junior center Thomas Hodgson and
sophomore right guard Jacob DeVries.
Freshman Kylen Spencer steps in to fill
the left tackle spot.

Backus 1s a threat with his arm and
his legs. Senior running back Ryne
Wysocki should handle most of the
rushing load this fall, and senior Capree
Thomas will get some turns carrying
the ball as well.

Some other top returnees for the

CALEDONIA

squad this fall include senior linemen
Brien Martin and Cody Mevers, senior
linebacker Colton Sheely and senior
corner Carter Berends.

The Fighting Scots got off to a 1-0
start with a 36-0 win over Windsor
Holy Names Catholic Thursday, Aug.
28, on a mght when the program hon-
ored theé undefeated 1950 Caledonia

varsity team that shut out all eight of

Its opponents and also celebrated the
/5th anmiversary of football at Ralph
.. Myers Stadium.

Pennington’s Fighting Scot teams
had ten, 12 and eight wins in each of his
first three seasons leading the program
and then went 4-5 a year ago.

While the rest of the OK Confer-
ence shuffled its football schedules in
2024, the Fighting Scots remained in
the OK Red Conference and went 2-5
In conference action.

The OK Red Conference slate re-
mains as tough as every and begins
for the Fighting Scots with a trip to
Hudsonville Sept. 12. OK Red Con-
ference teams were a combined 6-2 in
week one of the season. Hudsonville
took an impressive 27-21 victory over
Byron Center.

The Eagles were the MHSAA Divi-
sion 1 State Runner-up a year ago and
rolled through a 7-0 OK Red Confer-
ence campaign.

Caledonia 1s home again Sept. 19
taking on Grandville.

VARSITY FOOTBALL 2025 SCHEDULE

OPPONENT...............  ———p——— | | |

W vs. Windsor Holy Names 36-0
Reeths-Puffer

Hudsonville

Grandville

Holland West Ottawa
Rockford
Jenison

PLACE
Home
Home
Away
Home
Away
HOome
Away
Away
Home
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New Caledonia varsity starting quarterback Bryce Backus puts the ball in the
Delly of senior running back Capree Thomas during their team's 36-0 opening
night win over Windsor Holy Names Catholic Aug. 28. Photo by Chris Robotham

Trolans set to celebrate 1965
1975 foothall teams this fall

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Thornapple Kellogg High School
will celebrate a pair of undefeated
varsity football squads this fall.

There are plans to honor the un-
defeated state championship 1965
football team and its cheerleaders
during the Sept. 26 home game
against Grand Rapids Catholic
Central inside Bob White Stadium.

That 1965 team finished the
season ranked first by the Associ-
ated Press and the United Press
International organizations in Class
C-D 1n the state of Michigan. Led
by first-team all-stater Rob White
and second-team all-state honor-
ees Jamie Rohrbacher and Dave
VanElst, the TK team was 9-0. Those
ITrojans won their program’s third-
consecutive Expressway Confer-
ence Championship that fall.

That Sept. 26 date aligns with
what would be head coach Bob
White’s 101st birthday. Coach
White guided the Trojans to back-
to-back state championships in 1964
and 1965.

The Trojans will also honor the
1975 undefeated football team and
its cheerleaders during the Oct, 17
home game against Holland Chris-
tian. Those 1975 Trojans were a
perfect 9-0 and won the OK Blue
Conference championship allowing
just six points total in seven confer-
ence ballgames and only 13 points
all season long.

The 1975 season was the first 1n
which the Michigan High School
Athletic Association began honor-
ing state championship football
teams. TK wasn’t selected to appear
in the MHS AA playofis for the first
time until 1979.
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Juniors already have a lot of varsity experlence for TK team

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Hastings, Hamilton and Wayland are
the trio of non-conference squads on the
schedule this fall for the Thornapple Kel-
logg varsity football team as it preps for
its second OK Black Conference season.

The Trojans ended a tough first cam-
paign inthe Black with awin over Ottawa
Hills late last season. The conference
remains a tough one again this fall, but
the Trojans are hoping for better with a
line-up full of youngsters who gained a
lot of experience last fall.

“The cool thing 1s we’re returning ba-
sically nine or ten on offense,” TK head
coach Jeff Dock said. ““I think all but, and
even some of our back-ups, all but one
have taken meaningful offensive varsity
snaps. Super excited about the return of
a lot of these guys.”

Virtually all of the oftensive backheld
returns with Micah Dock stepping under
center at quarterback for the second
straight fall after being thrust into the
line-up 1n his first varsity game as a
sophomore because of an injury last fall.

“The biggest thing 1s he knows the
pace, the physicality and the speed of
the game. He didn’t have to learn that on
the fly or from the sidelines. He has nine
football games that taught him what that
1s. I think he knows the sense of urgency
of it. Having a year of that. Having a
year 1n the weight room. Having a year
of speed work. That’s a good thing. That
goes for all those sophomores (now

juniors). That’s the beauty of it. We’re
really looking forward to see how that
unfolds.”

Micah will be handing and flinging
the ball to seniors Zach Eldridge, Debo
Robinson and Malachi VanEngen with
biggerroles this fall for junior Jack Smith
and Cam Peter carrying the football.

The line 1n front of them 1is nearly full
intact, with four of five regular starters
back including senior center Jake Welch
Jr., Jjunior left guard AJ Dutcher, junior
left tackle Brody Hammer and senior
right tackle Adam Lozada. Junior Isaac
Fleischmann is taking over the right
guard spot to start the season. Junior
Logan Goggins got some varsity action
in last fall and he’ll see time on the line
throughout this season too.

“You never like having a bunch of
sophomores having varsity football, but
the cool thing is the following year you
have a bunch of juniors that have played
varsity football,” coach Dock said. “With

that being said, it is super exciting to see
the growth that those guys will have.”
“The football 1.Q. Is higher. The pro-
gression of things [in practice| can hap-
pen at a little faster rate. They know we
want details, we want to focus on details,
so that 1s part of their focus. They coach
each other up, which is really cool.”

Running back/defensive back Mad-"

dox VanEngen and linebacker/tight
end Breckin McWhinney are a pair of
sophomores on the varsity roster this fall
working into roles.

There 1s a bit more turnover on the
defensive side of the ball for TK, and it
showed a bit as Hastings scored on every
one of its possessions ina 31-29 win over
the Trojans in Middleville in the season
opener Aug. 29.

Coach Dock is happy to welcome back
senior defensive tackle Owen Hood who
was on the varsity as a sophomore and
missed his senior season with an injury.
He expects the team to be solid in the
middle with the return of senior defensive
tackle Blake Bossenberger as well.

The Trojan roster was devastated by
injuries a year ago, and coach Dock
sald looking at how to minimize those
things from happening is something that
1s something he has been searching for
answers for for eight years.

“I am hoping the ninth year 1s better.
My dad jokes around that I need to stay
away from you. I am hoping that we stay
clean. The one negative-1s our numbers
aren’t great. If we end up losing some-
one, not that it is ever good, it’ll really
not be good.

“We look at what we do strength and
conditioning wise. We look at what we
do mobility wise. We look at what we
do in practice. We’re constantly trying to
think about how do we keep guys from
getting injured. I think some of'that is just
the game ... I pray every day.”

The Trojans have just two teams in
the program this fall. The freshmen and
JV squads have been combined into one
this season. The senior and sophomore
groups are especially thin at the mo-
ment. The varsity roster has ten seniors.
There are nine sophomores playing in
the program.

Coach Dock said he likes the leader-
ship he has seen so far from the small
group of seniors.

TK begins play in the OK Black Con-
ference on the road against Ottawa Hills
Sept. 19. The next home game for TK is
against Grand Rapids Catholic Central
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Thornapple Kellogg junior quarterbaok l\/llcah Dock holds the ball in the belly
of back Jack Smith while reading the Hastings defense during the Trojans'’
season-opener In Middleville Thursday, Aug. 28. Dock and Smith are two of
many 2025 lrojan varsity ballplayers who spent significant time competing
with the varsity as sophomores last fall. Photo by Brett Bremer

Sept. 26.

“We want to compete with the best.
[t’s always how can we compete with the
best, how can we get into those confer-
ence championship opportunities and all
of that,” coach Dock said.

“It 1s what it 1s. Everyone is going to
have a chance. Catholic is probably the
new favorite with a sophomore quarter-
back and a line-backer going to Purdue.
They have some dudes. We’ll just take it

one step at a time and see what happens.”

That Catholic Central team reached
the state semifinals in Division 5 last
fall, and was one of four teams from the
six-team OK Black to qualify for the
state postseason. Northview took the
conference title a year ago with a perfect
5-0 conference record and a 9-0 regular
season record. Holland Christian and
East Grand Rapids should be formidable

foes again this fall too.

THORNAPPLE KELLOGG
VARSITY FOOTBALL 2025 SCHEDULE

PLACE
Home

OPPONENT
L vS. Hastings 31-29
Hamilton

Grand Rapids Catholic Central
Northview

East Grand Rapids

Holland Christian

Wyoming

Away
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Home
Home
Home
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'hornapple Kellogg senior trumpet player Avery Hagemann and the Trojan
Marching Band perform during the 2025 varsity football opener Thursday
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28, inside Bob White Stadium in Middleville. Photo by Brett Bremer

Irojan band opens season during

thriller between TK and Hastings

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

It was a thriller of a mght for the
Thornapple Kellogg and Hastings
varsity football teams that played a
contest that came down to the final
second mside Bob White Stadium in
Middleville Thursday.

It was a “thriller night™ for the Thor-
napple Kellogg High School Marching
Band too as it had its first big perfor-
mance of the fall with a “Throwback
Thursday” theme. The Trojans played
Michael Jackson’s “Thriller,” *“Push
It" by Salt-N-Pepa, and “Any Way
You Want It” by Journey during its
halftime show.

“We're going to do a Bruno Mars
show, lots of pop music this year later
on in the season, and then in the middle
of October we’ll have another classic
rock show, so that’ll be that’ll be cool,”
TKHS band director Clair Jansma said.

“I asked them, you know, because
they’re the ones performing the music.
| don’t want them to get bored, with the
stuff that they’re playing. So, I'm con-
stantly asking them to send me tunes

that you're interested in in. So, a lot of

these tunes were submitted or at least
show ideas were submitted by students,
and then I can go 1n and find what tunes
work for our ensemble and go from
there. It’s mostly student driven with
the show selection process.™

Jansma was a TKHS student herself,
and graduated in 2020. She played

under then band director Ray Rickert,
and spent part of the 2023/2024 school
year student teaching at TKHS before
taking over as the high school band
director beginning with the 2024/2025
school year

“The difterent thing this year i1s we
have an extra show in there. From last
year to this year we have five shows
instead of four. We’'re still doing a dif-
ferent show every home game ... we’re
still doing lots of new music. It’ll be re-
ally cool to see how the students pull it
together. | am really excited for them.”

It’s an all new halftime show every
week with the Trojan marching band.

“We don’t compete. We're a non-
competitive marching band. In order
to prepare kids for collegiate march-
ing band, at the collegiate level they
do different shows every home game.
We thought we could incorporate that
at TK, and that’s the way | did 1t when
| was there. So, | just am kind of con-
tinuing on that tradition of doing new
Mmusic.

“That way the kids don’t get bored
of it. There 1s something new they can
focus on every week, and consistently
get better with different tunes not just
perfecting the same tune every week.”

She i1s expecting her musicians to be
well-prepared for their next show. The
TK varsity football team doesn’t play
another home game until Sept. 26.

The high school marching band has

GRIDIRON VARSITY PREVIEW

TKHS cheerleaders earn All-American

during the Nationa

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

A group of six Trojans eamed All-
Amernican honors and a tno of seniors
were invited to become members of
the National Cheerleaders Associa-
tion (NCA ) at the NCA camp at Grand
Blanc High School Aug. 14-15.

Thomapple Kellogg sideline and
competitive cheer head coach Mad-
elynn Lula and 20 members of the
2025 TKHS sideline cheer team were
a part of the NCA camp that hosted
eight of the to cheer teams in the state.
LLula said the Trojans were one of just
two programs at the “elite” camp that
were not a part of the MHSAA State
Finals in competitive cheer last winter
- although the Trojans are no strang-
ers to participating in the state finals.

A handful of girls who have cheered
for the orange and black eammed NCA
All-Amenican honors at the camp for
their performance, poise and person-
ality. That group of TK All-Amernicans
included Mia Hilton, Clara Kov-
ich, Kaylee Clarke, Keiryn Mermill,
Caitryn Hilton and Tobey DeGroot.

“You had to be at the clinic, recog-
nized by one of the people on staff as
an elite leader on the team, an elite tal-
ent on the team, and you had to show

I'he Thornapple Kellogg High School varsity sideline cheerteam qa

jumpmg.”

~

Cheerleaders Association Camp at Grand Blan:
High School the weekend of Aug. 14-15
NCA All-American status at the event. Photo provided

1K had six cheerleaders e

that you're exceptional in athletics
and teamwork and leadership,” Lula |
said. “We had 12 on our team that
were nominated to tryout, and then
you have to complete a cheer that they
learned the first day of the clinic, and
a series of tumbling and stunting and

[Lula added that Mia Hilton, Clarke
and fellow semor Peyton Gater were
chosen to become a part of the NCA., |

This was a new experience for
the TK team. The NCA has hosted
midwest camps as close as Wisconsin
which some Michigan teams have at-
tended 1n the past. Lula said thecamp |
was run mostly by cheerleaders from
the University of Louisville.

“It was awesome. It was a great
experience, Lulasaid. “Wehadnever
attended anything like that before. It
was really cool to see the girls flourish
in front of especially talented people
like that.”

The 2025 Trojan sideline cheer
team got its first action of the fall
season 1n Thursday, Aug. 28, in front
of the Trozone student section inside
Bob White Stadium as the Thormnapple
Kellogg varsity football team played

host to Hastings.

78 members for this season.

“It’s a little small,” Jansma said, “but
we’'re we're gonna grow and 1t’s gonna
be it’s gonna be a good season. Small

but mighty, that’s what I like to say.”

The Trojan marching band will also
perform during varsity home football
games Oct. 10, 17 and 24.
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about that.”
“I wouldn 't say it comes up that often.

| don’t necessarily think about 1t that of-
ten, but i1t 1s definitely great memornies.”

Semor running back Thomas Spitzley
rushed for two touchdowns and caught
a touchdown pass in the state final, and
sentor fullback John Muuse had a TD
run too. Muuse closed the ballgame with
a 22 rushes for 99 yards. Spitzley had 75
yards on the ground and fellow running
back Alex Johnson had 65 yards rushing
while also throwing a six-yvard 1D pass
to Spitizey.

| homas™ younger brother Daniel
Spitzley directed Burrill's wishbone of-
fense as the team's quarterback, working
behind a line of center Jackson Price,
guards Drew VanderVeen and Alex
Ohlrich and tackles Jeft Douma and
lared Biggs. On the end of the line n
the state final were tight end Rob Hamly
and sphit end Max Larson.

Johnson, Thomas Spitzley, Larson,
Ohlrich and Muuse were all two-way
starters, with Muuse, Dan Jennings
and Josh Echtinaw a devastating group
of linebackers for opposing offenses to
deal with along with outside backer Matt
Cavanaugh. If opponents were ever
able to get through the line of Ohlrich,
Larson, Adam Devers, Ken Echtinaw
and Devan Jennings.

Dan and Devan Jennings tied for
the team lead with six tackles each in
the state championship game, and Dan
forced a fumble.

| homas Spitzley and Johnson manned
the defensive backheld along with Matt
ovarts. Mike Gless did the kicking.

Muuse's four-yard score in the final
minutes of the first half pushed the
Fighting Scot lead to 20-0 at the half,
Caledoma had three first half touch-
downs. Haslett had just one first down
in the entire first half,

“1That team, we didn’t necessarily
have a superstar, but we had a lot of re-
ally, really, really good football players
and not a weak link, and they just played
really well together,” Burrill said.

Muuse at linebacker and Ken Echti-
naw earned all-state honors in 2005.

Haslett quarterback Nathan Tumer
went on to play collegiately at Western
Michigan University, but the Scots held
um to seven rushes for 68 yards and
yards passing at Ford Field, and
mostly the Scots had pushed him back-
wards until he broke free on an 80-yard
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| D run in the final minutes forhisteam’s
only pomts. In all, the Scots outgained
the Vikings 368 yards to 139 in the final

| he toughest test of the postseason
proved to be a trip to the shore of Reeds
|ake to take on the East Grand Rapids
Pioneers in the district finals. Caledonia
held on for a 14-7 victory over the EGR
squad that went on to win the next five
)3 state titles.

|hat 2005 defense for the Fighting
Scots 1s certainly in the argument for the
bestdefense ever at Caledoniaalongside
the 2022 state runner-up team and the
1950 squad which went 8-0 without
allowing a single point. No one scored
against the Scots n the first quarter all
season long. The Caledonia first-string
defense only allowed two scores in the
final seven games of the season, includ-
ing the playofis.

| hat impressive postseason run came
on the heels of a regular season that had
its ups and downs. [he Fighting Scots
were /-2, with both of those losses com-
ing during a 4-2 OK Gold Conference
season. Until that meeting with East
Grand Rapids, close games had been a
bugaboo for coach Burrill’s team. The
Scots seven regular season victories
were all by 29 points or more. The two
losses were a 22-20 loss to Thornapple
Kellogg and a 16-15 loss to Hamilton.
“I think of the players that we had.
think of the turmoil that we had go-
ing into the season. The firing of our
basketball coach in the summer, to a
couple of our really good players getting
injured our first day of hitting, to our
scrunmage, to a shut out versus South
Chnistian and a tough loss to Hamilton.
I'rom that point on, our kids just rolled.
T'hey started to beheve.”

“We put together a Fighting Scot
creed that year, and our first goal was
to win a state championship. I still re-
member Ken Echtinaw saying after we
lost to Hamilton that our goal wasn’t to
win a conference championship it was
10 win a state championship, and that’s
what we're going to go for. Really, from
that point on we only had one game that
was within a touchdown, and that was
Fast Grand Rapids.

“Our Kids just got on aroll, and it was
so much fun. Our school was so excited.
And just to be a part of that was really

just an amazing trip.”

Burmll said that a new weight lifting
program ready to be installed by then
defensive coordinator Pat Gillies was a
key part of the prep for the state title run.

“For our Kids, 1t started in the weight
room, Burnllsaid. "It started with their
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Ellinger entering MHSCA
Hall of Fame this month

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Thornapple Kellogg High
School coach Tom Ellinger 1s add-
ing more hall of fame credentials
to his long resume this fall.

'he Michigan High School
Coaches Association (MHSCA)
has selected Ellinger for induc-
tion into its Hall of Fame. Coach
Ellinger has fifty-hve years and
eighty-nine seasons of coaching
experience as a coach of student-
athletes and 1s still coaching.

! Ellinger was inducted into the
Michigan High School Football
i Coaches Association Hall of Fame
. back in 2021.

| Enslen graduated from Thor-
napple Kellogg High School In
the spring of 1972, started working
with the football program in the fall
of that year. He has been doing 1t
ever since. He has bounced around
from level to level and job to job
in the TKHS football program
wherever he has been needed.

work ethic. It started with their determi-
nation to tum this thing around. They
did everything they were asked to do.
| hey trusted us, even though there was
probably some doubt in other people’s
minds, there wasn’t intheirs. It just came
together.”

The playoff games that season were
the first for every one on the Fighting
Scot roster. The program hadn’t had
more than five wins in a single season
since a 1999 7-4 campaign in which the
team reached the Division 4 Distric
IFinals.

Burrill coached the Scots to confer-
ence championships in 2006 and 2007,
and the team made a return trip to the
state semifinals in 2006. He stepped
aside from the program following the
2007 season and then returned to lead the

Scots from 2014-2020. and won another

conference championship with the Scots
in 2014. In the end, he spent 20 seasons
as the CHS head football coach. Overall,
he has now spent 40 years coaching high

Long-time [hornapple Kellogg
coach lom Ellinger has been
named to the 2025 class of the
Michigan High School Coaches
Association Hallof Fame. File photo

Ellinger also spent a few years
as the Thomapple Kellogg High
School varsity baseball coach.

He will be inducted as part of the
MHSCA Hall of Fame’'s 14-mem-
ber 2025 class on Sunday, Sept.
|4, at the Comfort Inn and Suites
Convention Center in Mt. Pleasant.

school football. Heretired from teaching
a year ago, and isnow the director of golf
at The Pines Golf Course.

Cavanaugh, a sophomore defensive
back on that CHS state championship
team, went on to be a two-time letter-
winner on the Unmiversity of Michigan
football team. He appeared in 20 games
from 2008-2010 and earned Academic
All-Big Ten honors twice.

[Larson, a senior on the state cham-
pionship team, played collegiately af
Grand Valley State University as a tight
end and defensive lineman. Larson is
coaching with Burrill on the Thornapple
Kellogg High School staff.

“Everybody else, they were just a
bunch of Division 3 football players that
didn’t go on and play,” Burrill said. *]
think sometimes kids just want to leave
it on the field. They had a great experi-
ence, and they’re ready to move on to
the next stage of their life.”
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Folks didn’'t need 1o get through the
'.l}['.fi%llif:' Nnew cniryway, imto the spdl
kling new concessions stand and locker
rooms, or even hear Caledoma Commu
ln1j. Schools ﬂdll}{WI}llLﬂliltﬂii Ihrk Weel-
dreyer celebrate the successful upgrade
rom 36109/ toilets in the stadium before
pouring out accolades

The 75th Annmiversary and Grand Re-
Opening nbbon cutting ceremony to

Ralph k., Myers Stadium i Caledonia
filled all the available space around the
construction supphies and eguipment n
the parking lot south of the stadium Tues-
day, Aug. 26. LLike on any Friday might
with a home football game, folks were
parked across Johnson Street SE in the
lots surrounding Duncan Lake Middle
School and Caledonia Elementary.

A family with a couple youngsters
celebrated out loud the sidewalk head-
ng along the west side of the stadium
parking lot from Johnson Street to the
new stadium entryway as the ceremony
was about to begin outside ““The Ralph.”

That entryway still featured some cau-
tion tape as concrete continued hardening
behind the evening’s speakers Weeldrey-
er, Caledoma High School athletic direc-
tor Phil Miedema and Mallory Walsh,
the executive director of the Caledonia
Education Foundation. Construction
workers were busy in the evening light
putting together the bleachers on the
home side of the stadium. There 1s still
work to be done, but the project is close
enough to completion that “The Ralph™
was ready for some football last week.

“For 75 years, this stadium has been
more than bleachers and turf,” Weel-
dreyer said. “It’s been the heart of this
community, a place where folks have
come together for generations from kFri-
day might football lights, halftime shows
and homecoming traditions to being an
outstanding venue for track and field.
Ralph has always been a stage for excel-
lence, pride and connection.

“Tonight, we especially pause to
honor the 1950 Caledomia football team.
That team, Caledoma’s first undefeated
champions played right here on this very
field. But what made them so special was
more than their record. It was how the
entire town came together to make foot-
ball possible here in this place, because
prior to 1950 football was played on a
field just through the trees over there n
[Lakeside Park. But the thought was that a

. i
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lime, energy and resources. The playes
Illr.,'igt”_*-: laid the

became the stadium. <+ The bleachers

I’lel_‘ll" . I*J H-_,illl 1) | |[.I|-‘”- ,.J,-__.
s/ [nUIL‘ in 1950 that

were built and

omething lasting was
created for this COMmunity, and at the

center of 1t all was the namesake for the
stacium Ralph k. Myers. It was his vi
sion and leadership that gave this place
Its start. He was more than a coach. He
was a mentor, teacher and a believer in
what young people could accomplished
when gZiven opporiunity and CHNCOUragc-
ment. So this stadium was dedicated in
him his honor four years after the first
sod was laid.”

vern Keyser who played on that un-
defeated Caledoma varsity football team
was 1n attendance at the ceremony, and an
honorary captain for the Fighting Scots
as they opened the 2025 varsity football
season at home with a win over Windsor
Holy Names Catholic Thursday, Aug. 28.

The renovations include new team
rooms for home and away squads. A
permanent Scots Store near the entryway
into the facility. A brand new concession
building at the south entrance to the sta-
dium. Improved storage facilities. There
are new bleachers and a new press box
on the western home sideline. There is a
dedicated from for trainers and another
for game ofhicials. There 1s a viewing
area near the south entrance for those
withmobility 1ssues, and a growing tiered
viewing area still wrapping up construc-
tion from the concession area down the
hill to the track.

Work 1s also continuing to progress on
a new pole vault and long jump area on
the north end of the stadium.

*“This renovated stadium 1s an invest-
ment, not just to our facilities, but in the
experience of our families,” Miedema
said. “It 1s about atmosphere. It 1s about
giving every student-athlete, every stu-
dent, every athlete, every musician, every
fan, and a leader a place to shine and a
place to belong.

“As athletic director, my greatest joy 1s
watching our students grow into leaders.
|eaders on the field yes, but also leaders
In the classroom, 1n their careers and in
this community. When they look back
years from now I know that they will

remember the feeling of being part of

something special right here at Ralph E.
Myers Field just as | feel. So, tonight as
we cut this ribbon and step into anew era,
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Caledonia dignitaries
Fhil Miedema. with two hands on th:
the purpie rnbbon In celepration ©

Stadium and its recent renovation:

Photos by Brett Bremer

we celebrate 75 years of tradition, pride,
excellence in our community., And with
the same spiritthat laid the sod, played the
fight song, and lifted state championship
banners, we look forward to what the next
75 will bring.”

Dozens and dozens of spectators
watched the ceremony from seats set
up near the entrance with more people
standing behind. There were members
of the high school cheer team and the
high school marching band flanking the
ceremony on either side, and eventually a
contingent of high school football players
made their way up out of the stadium.
There have not been any updates to the
track or the stadium turf throughout this
process which started as soon as the 2024
football season wrapped.

A total of $6.5 million from the $60.]
million 2023 supplemental bond passed
by Caledonia voters was tabbed for sta-
dium renovations. The lastmajor renova-
tions to the stadium were done in 1998.
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‘I'he Ralph’ is ready for some football in its 75th year
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smile on

Ol Ralph

, Qurng a ceremony luesday

VernKayser,amemberoftheundefeated
1950 Caledonia varsity football team,
checks out a team photo with on
lookers during the 75th anniversary
and ribbon cutting ceremony at Ralph
E. Myers Stadium Aug. 26

WOrK
on the home side
bleachers luesday.
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E. Myers Stadium

/5th anniversary
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and ribbon cutting
ceremony goes on
around the stadium

in Caledonia
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TK spikers close first day of
competition with a victory

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Trojans pulled out a pair of two-
point sets to beat Hopkins and close out
its first day of competition of the 2025
fall season.

The Thomapple Kellogg varsity vol-
leyball team was 1-2 at 1ts home quad
Wednesday, Aug. 27, falling to Ionia
and Vicksburg before taking a 26-24,
26-24 win over the Hopkins girls.

New Thomapple Kellogg varsity vol-
leyball coach Haley Grams said ending
the evening with a win was great.

“It was our first time playing together
this season as our first tournament got
cancelled,” Grams said. “We were all
ready to hit the court after a week and

a half of practices.”
lonia took a 25-9, 25-19 win over

the TK girls to open the day. Vicksburg
bested the TK ladies by the scores of
25-16, 26-22.

“I learned a lot about the girls and
think that they learned a lot about play-
ing with each otheras well as my coach-
ing style during games,” Grams said.

“The two games that we lost were
tough, but there were moments where
we were down by a big spread and after
getting the ball back were able to rally
and close the gap either partly or all the
way. This was a success in my book as
we have always struggled to rally and
close a gap once the gap became four-
plus points.”

Grams said the big goals for this sea-
son include creating a positive culture
around the game and on and off the
court, and to help the girls gain more
volleyball knowledge and in turn create
better court awareness and knowledge.

That court awareness includes com-
municating on the court to avoid
dropped balls and collisions on the
court. It’s one of the things the Trojans
are focused on improving this fall.

T'he lynchpin of the offense this fall
1s all new. Sophomore Abby Hoebeke,
in her second season on the varsity, is
taking over the setting position for the
first time.

“Our setter didn’t return this season,
but Abby was very eager to try it out
and has been doing very well,” Grams
said 1n the preseason. “She is a quick
learner and we are lucky to have her.”

The TK coach said she has already
seen a lot of good strides in the con-
nection between Hoebeke and her
hitters. And the TK team does have a
few experienced varsity hitters back
including junior Reece Ritsema in her
third varsity season.

“She 1s continuing to dominate in the
middle, 1s a strong leader, and always
a positive voice on the court,” Grams
said of Ritsema.

Also back are seniors Ava Zellmer
on the nght side, senior Maria Piccione
on the right side and senior McKenna
Hoebeke on the outside.

The defense 1s led by seniors Alexa
Eden and Paige Abshagen. Eden is in
her third varsity season and opening the
year at libero. Abshagen 1s working her
way back from injury and supporting
her teammates until she can get back
on the court as a DS.

“|Eden] 1s eating up the court and
doing what she can to hold each of her
teammates accountable at practices,”
Grams said. “She always goes hard
and 1s encouraging, especially with our
younger players.”

That group of younger players look-
ing to contribute this fall for TK include
sophomore setter/outside hitter Olivia
Fischer.

“Liv has been a great addition thus far
as far as positivity goes. She is eager to
learn more about the setting role as she
1S a younger player, but always wants
to improve and do well.”

Sophomore Elizabeth sell is another
versatile player. She has been willing to
give setting a go too, and could really
play anywhere on the court for TK.

Junior Maddy Eitel and sophomore
Anna Romph provide some size at
the net along with sophomore Nadia
Piccione.

Getting some height from the young-
sters 1s important as the TK team isn’t
especially tall overall. As far as ath-
leticism, Grams likes her team’s speed
across the court. And so far, Grams has
been encouraged by her girls’ ability to
reset and refocus during dnlls.

The Thomapple Kellogg girls were
set to open the OK Gold Conference
secason Thursday, Sept. 4, at South
Christian and will head to the Cereal
City Invitational at Battle Creek Lakev-
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Thornapple Kellogg senior Ilbero A\exa Eden stretches forward to pass a ball
during her team’'s contest with Vicksburg Tuesday, Aug. 26, at the season-
opening quad in Middleville. Photo by Brett Bremer

iew Saturday, Sept. 6. The TK team 1s
home again in the OK Gold Tuesday,
Sept. 9, taking on Grand Rapids Union.

South Christian and West Catholic

el
WMICHIGAN

WORKS .

should be especially strong in the OK
Gold Conference again. The Sailors
come into the season ranked seventh
in the state in Division 2.

Take the next step to
a better paying job!

Learn about free:

e Computer skills training
e (Career coaching

* Job search services

Trade Adwsimenf Assnsmnce

PLUS: Ask us if you qualify
for Trade Assistance Act

benefits!

Call 1-800 285-WORK (9675)
or VISIt Westmlworks 0I’j0b Seekers/



http://www.sunandnews.com
westmiworks.org/job-seekers/

Saturday, September 6, 2025
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THORNAPPLE TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2025,
at 7:00 PM.

Please be advised the Thornapple Township Planning Com-

mission will hold public hearings on September 22, at 7pm or

as soon thereafier as possible. The public hearings will take
place in the Township Hall, 200 E. Main St., Middleville.

The public hearings will address the following:

| ,' J‘"Jr_ 4, :.'.'I Of i'f'-f.‘h'_'.’ ".}'" -' ;'{L'. f.{ih‘lf f I ":J if Ifr'l" .I’.'ff rJT;J-.J":'
Ageregales, LLL Jor mineral extraction on parcel 08-14-030
004-00 & 08-14-030-009-00 in the SW % section of Section 30
11',5?:*”1":1{""{!.'2' ,fwj'l i*”.’f:'f:-’i”;'_}" W +/- acres 0f a'lu’Iu"

z) ﬂf new al of f'l‘.f.‘n'ﬂi_,f "\[1- 1ai f.;.m.:’f Use 714 “’_f”f EXxi ;"J" Lxca
vation for mineral extraction on parci [ 08-14-027-003-20 in
SW % section of Section 27, Thornapple Twp containing 40

+/- Acres 0l Hu‘h‘-!!.

Any interested person may attend the public hearings to
learn about the extent and location of Special Use requests (o
offer comments to the Planning Commission. A copy of the
applications noted above may be examined in the Township

offices at the address noted above during regular business hours
Monday - Thursday 9am- 4pm

Written comments regarding these applications may be
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Scots take off on TK over final mile of Friday morning dual

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

A holiday weekend was dawning.

The first OK Green Conference jam-
boree of the season was on the horizon
tor the Fighting Scots — Sept. 4.

Caledomia head coach Ben Thomp-
son wanted to not wear his guys out, but
also to see 1f he could get the gravity
from his fastest runners to reel in the
rest of the pack a little.

The Fighting Scots still put up a per-
fect score 1n their annual Friday morn-
ing before Labor Day dual with the
Thornapple Kellogg boys. The Scots
took a 15-40 win over the Trojans,
and had the 12 fastest runners overall
In the race.

The CHS pack had instructions to

shoot for a six-minute pace the first
mile, a 5:50 pace the second mile, and
then to get to racing.

A wave of purple followed Thornap-
ple Kellogg freshman Owen Bremer
around the course for the majority of
those first two miles and then started
to overtake him.

addressed to: Secretary, Thornapple Township Planning
Commission, P.O. Box 459, Middleville, MI 49333,
Sandy Rairigh, Commission Secretary or submitted via email
to: pgensterblum@thornapple-twp.org

Americans with Disabilities Notice
Persons with special access needs should contact the Township
Clerk at 269-795-7202 no less than 72 hours before the hearings.

Cindy Ordway, Thornapple Township Clerk

GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Gaines Charter Township Board of Trustees will hold a public hearing to con-
sider the following:

Summary of Request: Public Services Special Assessment July 12, 2021, the
Township Board of Trustees passed Resolution No. 2021-
11, stating each year, on or before September 30, the
Township Board would ascertain the Public Services
costs for the coming year. Upon determining and estab-
lishing the amount to be assessed (based on unexpend-
ed funds, cash on hand, and the estimated projected
costs for that year) shall hold a public hearing on the
estimated costs and expenses, for police, public safety,
rescue, and fire protection and on the distribution of the
levy for the coming year (2026).

All real properties in the Charter Township of Gaines
Date and Time of Hearing: September 08, 2025, at 7:00 PM

Location of Hearing: Township Hall, 8555 Kalamazoo Ave., SE, Caledonia,
MI 49316.

Any interested party may appear and be heard. Information related to this request
may be inspected at the Gaines Township Hall, 8555 Kalamazoo Ave., SE, or
contact the Township Manager's office at 616-698-6640.

In order to be entered into the public record, signed written comments must be
received by 5SPM on September 08, 2025.

Persons with disabilities needing special accommodations should contact Kim
Triplett at 616-504-4332 one week prior to the meeting to request mobility, visual

or any other assistance.

Property Address:

T'hornapple Kellogg freshman Owen Bremer is trailed by a wave of Fighting
Scots including but not limited to (from left) Kaden Van Ryn, Bentley Nichols,
Luke Smith, Bennett Snapper, Jake Potgeter, Noah Johnston and Eli Velting
about a mile and a half into their race Friday morning, Aug. 29, at Caledonia
High School. Photo by Brett Bremer

Caledonia senior Noah Johnston
won the race in 17:38.5. For reference,
Johnston broke the 16-minute mark for
the first time the previous Friday at
the South Christian Under the Lights
Invitational.

“I just wanted them to not go all out
today, because we have three big ones
coming up here in the next two weeks
with Labor Day 1n between. That was
kind of the thinking behind it,” Cale-
donia boys’coach Ben Thompson said.

CHS had three guys finish 1n less
than 18 minutes Friday. Sophomore
Bennett Snapperwas secondin 17:48.8
and sophomore Bentley Nichols third
in 17:59.7.

The top five for the Caledonia boys
in the dual also included senior Luke

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF
CALEDONIA
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Meeting Minutes

The minutes for the August 6, 2025
Township Board of Trustees Meeting
that were approved on August 20, 2025,
are posted at the Township Offices at
8196 Broadmoor Ave., and on the

website at www.caledoniatownship.org.

Smith (18:03.9) and sophomore Jake
Potgeter (18:06.4).

“The times for those first ten or 15
guys were really good or really closed.
They all packed up and ran together,”
Thompson said. “Which 1s kind of
what we have been preaching a lot. The
other thing 1s we have been focusing on
getting faster as the race goes along ...
['d guess all their splits were probably
negative. It doesn’t always happen in
the big races, but you try to work on
that as sort of a skill.”

Bremer kept up his pace, leading the
TK team with an improved PR of 18
minutes 40.3 seconds. TK’'s number
two was junior Grady Galaviz, who
was much improved from the Trojans’
first race of the season to finish right
behind Bremer 1n 18:42.3. Those two
were eighth and ninth in the team scor-
ing and 13th and 14th among the overall
group of runners.

The Thornapple Kellogg teams were
set to get conference action underway
iIn the OK Gold Conference today,
Sept. 4, too at Riverside Park in Grand
Rapids.

The TK team also had Garrett
Holzhausen 22nd in 19:23.9 Fniday,
sophomore Wyatt Richardson 34th 1n
19:56.0 and freshman Parker Robinett

Continued on next page
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Caledonia tennis shoots da\m Red .
Arrows in straight sets

Trojan soccer
gets its first
OK Gold win
of 2025

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Thornapple Kellogg var-
sity boys’ soccer team righted
the ship in the OK Gold Confer-
ence Tuesday with a 2-1 win at
Grand Rapids Northview.

The win moves the TK team
to 1-2-1 in conference action so

far this fall.

TK was set to travel to South
Christian to face the Sailors
Thursday, Sept. 4. TK goesonthe

Caledonia front runner Akaela
Daman runs along the fence line
between the Caledonia High School
grounds and the Emmons Lake
Elementary playground during her
team’s Friday morning dual, Aug. 29,
against visiting Thornapple Kellogg.

Continued from previous page

27th in 20:00.2.

TK and Caledonia will both be a a part of the
Trojans’ annual Coach B Invitational at Gun Lake
Monday, Sept. 8.

The Caledonia girls took a 17-41 win over their
TK counterparts.

Junior Akaela Daman wasn’t holding back. She
improved her time from the opening meet of the
season by almost 15 seconds and was just over a
second off the PR she set as a freshman. She hit the
finish line 1n 20:23.4.

Caledonia had five of the first six finishers. Senior
Hannah Bennett was second 1n 21:37.2 and sopho-
more Charlie Bont third in 21:58.1.

Thornapple Kellogg’s leader, Peyton Hardy, placed
fourth overall in 21:58.8.

Junior Alaina McCrumb was TK’s number two
placing seventh in 22:18.4. Amya Gater had a big
jump of over 50 seconds from meet one to meet two
and was eighth overall in 22:35.0. Trojan freshman
Brielle Miller had a similar improvement and was
tenth overall in 22:44.8. Trojan senior Madison Ki-
etzman hit the finish line 12th with a time 0f 22:50.8
to close out TK’s top five

The Scots’ top five also included a time of 22:05.4
from junior Anna VanderWal and a 22:06.2 from
sophomore Tiona Sakala who raced stride for stride
together for the second meet in a row.

road in the conference Monday
to face Grand Rapids Union and
then takes on non-conference
foe Hamilton in Middleville
Wednesday, Sept. 10."

KNOW
SOMETHING
INTERESTING?

We'd love to hear about it!

Email
mmacieod@mihomepaper.com

THE SUN AND NEWS

COUNCIL
REGULAR
MEETING
MINUTES

The minutes of the
August 12 2025
Regular Council
Meeting, that were
approved on August
26, 2025, are posted at
the Village Hall at 100
E Main Street and on
the website at www.

villageofmiddleville.org.

Brett Bremer .
Sports Editor

The Fighting Scots battled to pull out
a couple of tiebreakers at the end of the
first set 1n a couple matches with Lowell
Tuesday. 1

The Fighting Scots mostly cruised
other than that though in an 8-0 non-
conference win over the visiting Red
Arrow varsity boys’ tennis team.

Caledonia first singles player Hudsen
Derengowski took a 7-6(3) win over
Lowell’s Micah McDonald in the open-
Ing set of their match and then closed out
a 6-3 win 1n set number two.

The match went a similar way at first
doubles where the Caledonia duo of Coo-
per Sowerby and Quinn Cook outscored
Lowell’s Rowen Eldred and Nick Rokos
7-6(4), 6-3.

Quinn Stanley, Garrett Fales and Colin
Martin won the second, third and fourth
singlesmatches forthe Scotsonlyallowing
the Red Arrows to win seven games across
all six sets. There in the doubles line-up for
the Scotsthis fall all four guysarereturning
players. Derengowski, Fales and Martin
are all semiors who have been four-year
varsity players. Stanley 1s a junior.

Saturday, September 6, 2025 19

The Scots took convincing wins in the
other doubles matches too, giving up just
six games in six sets. [saac Robotham and
Russell Grandon took the win at number
two. Caleb Harrison and Derick Prichard
won at number three. Isaac Judd and
Charlie Scott got the fourth doubles win.

Caledonia head coach Scott Bont said
in the preseason that ““several of the guys
have worked hard during the offseason
and demonstrated a readiness to start the
season ... Ihe guys appeared to have
cometothe beginning ofthe seasonready
to start and compete.” ..

The Scots were slated to visit East
Kentwood Thursday and will head to
Portage Northern today, Sept. 6. The
OK Green Conference season starts
with a tough dual against Byron Center
Wednesday, Sept. 10, at Caledonia High
School. The Bulldogs expect to be finish-
ing on top of the OK Green Conterence
standings again this season.

“I would like to see us finish in second
or third place in the OK Green this year,”
Bont said. “This would be a big improve-
ment from last year. [ really challenge the
ouys to make sure that they continue to
get better every week.”

GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Gaines Charter Township Planning Commission will hold a public hearing

to consider the following request:

summary of Request: Special Land Use permit request for a major vehicle
repair operation in the General Commercial zoning

district.
Property Address:

Parcel Numbers:
Applicant:

6980 Division Avenue, Grand Rapids, M| 49548
41-22-07-101-003
Omar Alameer

Date and Time of Hearing: September 25, 2025, at 7:00 PM
Location of Hearing: Gaines Charter Township Offices, Board Room

8555 Kalamazoo Avenue SE, Caledonia, M| 49316

Any interested party may appear and be heard on said proposal. Information
related to this request may be inspected, by appt., during regular business
hours at the Planning Department window located in the Gaines Charter
Township Offices. For information related to this request, contact Dan Wells at
(616) 980-6188 or dan.wells @ gainestownship.org. To be entered into the public
record, signed written comments must be received by 5:00 PM on September

25th, 2025.

Persons with disabilities needing special accommodations should contact Kim
Triplett at (616) 698-6640 one week prior to the meeting to request mobility,

visual or any other assistance.
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Local Medicare
aagvice IS how In
parry County!
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. now booking appointments
o A for open enrollment October 15" - December 7"
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Schedule your appointment today
as time slots will fill up fast.

269.213.3232 t
ISP TR RIRAGRRC Y .00z Josh Lamphere | aasdamsl

www.barrycountymedicare.com _ . _
128 S. Jetterson St. Hastings, MI 49058 Medicare Specialist tailsiosgl sxnoibeld

Disclaimer: We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans sriplg seond 03 hedin
we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options. anoitqo oy ioills
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