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Locals pack 
downtown 
Caledonia for 
Celebration 
on Main
Karen Turko-Ebright

- staff Writer
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ITie Celebration on Main descend­
ed upon Caledonia for the second year 
last week on Wednesday, Aug. 6 and 
Thursday, Aug. 7.

Sarah Buer, who is in her first year 
serving as chair of the Enhancement 
Committee for the event, said the 
celebration has proven to be a suc­
cess. “Last year was our very first 
Celebration on Main,” she said. “I was 
involved in some of the planning and 
volunteered on the day of the event. 
After seeing how special it was for the 
community, I was excited to step into 
a bigger role this year.”

The celebration on Main Street in 
Caledonia is spread over two days. 
This year’s event drew in a larger 
crowd than last year, according to 
event organizers. The festivities in­
cluded a car show and Family Tavern 
Cruise Night, Taste of Caledonia dis­
playing tasty treats, Brink’s Ice Cream 
Express, Sugar Momma’s Bakery, 
Farmgirl Cake Pops and more.

In addition to the festivities, live 
music from Easy Idle String Band 
served as a soundtrack during the 
event. On Thursday, there was fim for 
the whole family including a tractor 
show, a farm animal pet and play area, 
Caledonia Farmers Market and the Pet 
Parade, plus live music from Candid
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Antics.
Buer said the first day 

of the event is always 
a highlight with a car 
show and the Taste of 
Caledonia, where local
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per Group, owner of 22 commu­
nity newspapers including the Sun 
andNewSy is pleased to announce 
they will be relocating to a new 
office space following the sale 
of their current space on M-43 in 
Hastings.

“When View Newspaper 
Group acquired the Sun and 
New^s^ the current office space 
for the newspaper was not part 
of the sale. As such, we knew a 
move would be in our future,” 
said View Newspaper Group 
Publisher Wes Smith. “The 
current owners of the building 
announced recently their inten­
tion to sell the space. Some 
readers have contacted our team 
asking if the paper is also for 
sale. To be clear, the sale only 
relates to the building. View 
Newspaper Group and its 22 
locally-owned, locally-connect­
ed newspapers are not for sale 
and not going anywhere. We 
are proud to be your community 
connection and look forward to 
serving readers for generations 
to come.”

Smith added that the new 
office space will be near the 
current office space and more 
details will be announced when 
available.

Questions about the building 
can be directed to the number on 
the for sale sign located on the
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Organizers say Caledonia’s Celebration on Main would not be a success 
without volunteers. From left: Enhancement Committee Chair Sara Buer, 
Caledonia Village President Jennifer Lindsey and Mindy Brink, owner of 
Brink’s Ice Cream Express. Photo by Curtis Brink

restaurants and food trucks serve up 
delicious samples. This year included 
face painting, dance activities for kids 
and a performance by the Caledonia 
Dance & Music Center dancers.

“The vibe was incredible. Main 
Street was absolutely packed. At

times, it was even hard to make your 
way through the crowd,” Buer said. 
“We easily had over 1,000 people 
out enjoying the evening (Aug. 6), 
which really shows how much our 
community loves coming together.”

See CELEBRATION on 6

property.
Questions regarding View 

Newspaper Group can be direct 
ed to Brand Manager Emily 
Caswell at ecaswell@mihome- 
paper.com.

— Molly Macleod
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Middleville man receives 
new, reduced sentence
Dennis Mansfield
Staff Writer

A Middleville man will still be serv­
ing years in a Michigan correctional 
facility, but that stay might now be 
shorter than originally anticipated and 
much shorter than some would have 
liked.

Scott Raymond 11 and ley. 55, of Mid­
dleville was sentenced to 57 to ISO 
months in prison, with 938 days credit 
for time already served, during a hear­
ing before Judge Michael Schipper in
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UBRARY BONANZA

BOOK SAU!
Friends of the Library only Pre-Sale 

Friday, August 22 3-5 pm 
Membership can be purchased at the door

Barry County District Court on Tues­
day, Aug. 12. TTiat was after previously 
having entered a plea of no contest to 
a felony charge of operating a motor 
vehicle while intoxicated causing death 
in April 2023.

Tuesday’s hearing was actually the 
second time Schipper had sentenced 
Handley to prison for his role in the 
death of 62-ycar-old Jenison resident 
Matthew Fuller, who perished in a 
head-on crash on M-37, near Whitmore 
Road in Rutland Township, on Jan. 
27, 2023.

According to previous news reports, 
an investigation by the Barry County 
SherifTs Office indicated Handley was 
driving a Chevrolet Silverado truck 
eastbound on M-37 when it crossed the 
center line and slammed head-on into a 
westbound Ford Transit van driven by 
Fuller, who was killed instantly.

Handley allegedly had a blood al­
cohol level of 0.16 at the time of the 
crash. In Michigan, operating a motor 
vehicle with a blood alcohol level of 
0.08 or more is illegal.

At the original sentencing hearing in
July 2023, Schipper sentenced Hand*
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Public Sale, Saturday, 
August 23.10-2pm,

20 FREE books to teachers/educators with ID

Courtesy of the Caledonia Friends of the 
Library! 

KDL Caledonia Branch 
6260 92nd. St. Caledonia, Ml 49316
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ley to 120 to 180 months in prison. 
That despite a recommendation by the 
county’s Probation Department for a 
sentence of 29 to 57 months.

But Handley received somewhat of 
a reprieve from the Michigan Court of 
Appeals, which issued a ruling in No­
vember 2024 to vacate the sentence and 
remand the case back to the local court.

Jessica Payne, an assistant prosecut­
ing attorney with the Barry County 
Prosecutor’s Office, provided Schipper 
with a photo of Fuller at the start of 
Tuesday’s hearing.

“I have to speak for the (Fuller) fam­
ily,” Payne said. “They want you to

Scott Handley of Middleville turns and apologizes to the family of Matthew 
Fuller, who died in a fatal wreck caused by Handley, during his 2023 
sentencing hearing Handley was resenfenced to 57 to 180 months in prison, 
with 938 days credit for time already served, during a hearing before Judge 
Michael Schipper on Tuesday, Aug 12 File photo

remember that just isn’t a name.
‘‘This did not just take the life of a

good man; it took a whole family,’’ she 
added. “To them, he was very much 
murdered. They feel strongly about 
that.”

According to Payne, Handley still 
needed to be held responsible for 
Fuller’s death, having allegedly been 
found “highly intoxicated” and “with 
drugs in his system” at the time of the 
fatal crash.

“This was not an accident,” Schipper 
said. “It was (Handley’s) decision to
drink and his decision to drive.

“It wasn’t murder. It wasn’t an
accident,’’ the judge added. “It was 
something in between.’’

Fuller’s wife, Kim, said that drink­
ing was a “lifestyle’’ for Handley and 
questioned whether he’d change, even 
after being sentenced to prison.

“I’m not OK,’’ she added. “I got 
sentenced to life.”

Schipper apologized to her and the 
Fuller family “for the whole system” 
that he said reduces the loss of a family

member to a number.
“Is 15 years enough?” he said. “It's 

not going to seem right.”
However, Handley's defense attor­

ney, Susan Walsh, said he suffered from 
alcoholism and had used marijuana 
to deal with previous work-related 
injuries.

“He did not ask for this disorder,” 
Walsh said.

But Schipper said alcoholism should 
not be an excuse for a person to com­
mit a crime, nor should it be compared 
to any “real” diseases, such as cancer.

“I just think that’s an offense to 
people with real diseases,” the judge 
said. “That’s not what (alcoholism) is.

“He chose to drink that day and he 
chose to drive,” he added. “And, he 
put people at risk. He killed someone.”

Schipper stated he wanted to rein­
state Handley’s original sentence for 
10-15 years in prison, believing it 
was appropriate. However, he said he 
believed the state court would simply 
reassign the case to another court if he

See REDUCED on 5
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Developer provides 
update on possible 
housing project
Jayson Bussa
Contributing Writer

Development plans for a proposed 
housing development at 36 State Street 
in Middleville are coming into focus, 
though a purchase agreement for the 
property has not yet been finalized.

Greg Taylor, senior development 
specialist for Grand Rapids-based Cop­
perRock, attended the Middleville Vil­
lage Council meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 
12, to provide an update on the project, 
which would be located adjacent to 
Thomapple Valley Church along the 
Thomapple River.

The preliminary development would 
include two, three-story apartment 
buildings. In total, it would include 
around 42 units.

Brighton-based company to install new 
playground equipment at Calvin Hill Park
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42,000-square-foot development that 
our architects have indicated would be

Jayson Bussa
Contributing Writer

The Middleville Village Council 
voted to get out its checkbook at its 
meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 12, ap­
proving two significant purchases.

After kicking around the idea for 
a long time, council members gave 
a thumbs up to a proposal that will 
bring new playground equipment to 
Calvin Hill Park.

“We’ve discussed improving 
the Calvin Hill Park over and over 
again and I think this is a good move 
in terms of public structures and 
gathering spaces,” Village President 
Kevin Smith said. “I feel like that 
side of town is not well served and 
1 think this would be a boon for that. 
1 hear a lot from families who take
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Taylor said. “It would probably take 
about 15 months to fully develop from 
ground breaking.”

CopperRock recently broke ground 
on a 135-unit complex along the river 
in Hastings, as well. Taylor added that 
the development firm would use a simi­
lar model for the Middleville project, 
albeit, on a smaller scale.

46 We’re very open to exploring other

A rendering provided by Penchura, a retailer for outdoor recreation products 
based out of Brighton, provides a look at the type of playground equipment 
that will be installed at Calvin Hill Park in Middleville. Courtesy photoCouncil members heard from rep­

resentatives from Brighton-based 
Penchura, which will bring in the 
new playground equipment after 
the village pulls out the current, 
outdated equipment.

In June, the village council re­
viewed design proposals for three 
different vendors before choosing 
Penchura. The council approved 
up to $163,000 from the Parks and 
Recreation budget for Penchura to 
carry out the work.

A private donor has pledged 
$ 15,000 to help defray costs associ­
ated with the project. The vi Hage also 
applied for a Barry County Parks 
and Recreation Grant for another 
$15,000, but was unsuccessful.

Also, at Tuesday’s meeting, village 
officials OK’d spending more than 
$ 176,000 on a new leaf vacuum system.

The council approved a measure to 
work through the MI Deal program 
— where the state teams with munici­
palities to source equipment at reduced

1

It’s extremely expensive.
4€The leaf vac system breaks down

frequently and is very expensive to
maintain. These are very highly
specialized pieces of equipment. 95

The current leaf vac system, pur­
chased in 2001, has far exceeded 
its useful life, according to village 
officials. But, it requires extensive 
maintenance, including installation 
of a new engine in 2015.

The new purchase is expected to 
save time, labor and maintenance 
costs. While the current truck re­
quires five individuals to operate, 
the new truck reportedly would need

See PLAYGROUND on 4

to purchase the equipmentprices
ways to integrate this project with other 
village amenities, whether it be a walk­
ing path or anything else along the river 
side to help attract people downtown,” 
he said. “We’re excited and ready to 
mobilize on that.”

The village, its attorney and Copper- 
Rock have gone back and forth on the 
purchase agreement, which is pending 
a few final clarifications, according to 
reports.

used in the village’s annual leaf pickup 
service.

The village will not receive the 
equipment, which still has to be built, 
until next year.
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The village provides a lot of really
great services to the residents,” Smith 
said. “Picking up leaves and brush, it’s 
a lot more than just doing those tasks.
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www.theantennamen.com 

ante nnamen(<:Pg mail, com
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MIDDLEVILLE
TOPS 546

The Aug 11 meeting opened with roll 
call and the secretary's report There are 
two fish in the fishbowl

Maryellen s program was trom ttie 
March/April TOPS magazine titled
*4Working Out to Stay Sharp ” Experts
recommend getting at least 150 mmutes 
of moderate intensity aerobic activity 
every week There are many benefits to 
exercising It helps you maintain healthy

weight by burning fat keeps your head 
hfiatthy. helps to build muscle mass, 
strengthens bones, im^xoves flexibility 
and range of mention, helps with balance 
and can improve brain health When 
you exercise, mcrtecules are sent into 
your bloodstream and get your cells 
ready to lake on the physical stress of 
exercise It also seems to withstand the 
effects of aging Some molecules boost 
Cfxjnitive functiori It s OK to start srriall 
A little bit goes a long way

Chapter members continued Uie 
contest by filling in one dot for each 
one-tenth of a pound lost

Virginia won the Ha-Ha Box

The meeting enrJed with marchiriQ 
in place as the group recited the TOPS 
pledge

TOF^. a weight loss support group, 
meets every Monday at Lincoln 
Meadows in Middleville We»gh-in is 
from 3 30 p m to 3 45 p.m . followed 
immediately by the meeting Press the 
white buzzer for entry.

The chapter is looking for anyone 
interested tn a group that supporls 
weight-loss journeys without shame 

,‘lnyone wt/h quesfian\ may call iJrginia. 
269-908^8036. or KJaryeUen. 616-318- 
3545 The first meefinj^ ift free

PLAYGROUND
Continued trom Page 3

>

LOCAL CHURCH DIRECTORY
Caledonia
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ALASKA BAPTIST
CHURCH Vine Street Church cornerstonechurch

*
< Join us in person or online

Service Tlmea
Sunday at 9:30 AM 8 6:00 PM

Www.9tto8kabaptt9t.org
7240 68th Street SE. Caledonia

Join us for our traditional yet casual worship 
service, in person or online, 

at 9:00 am

Sundays 9:30 & Ham

only two. Also, the new equipment 
will have three times the fill capac­
ity as the current model.

1110 village got a quote tor the 
equipment hack on July 8 for 
$17 LOCH) but the quote was only 
good for 45 days, lire cost has 
since ballooned to neariv SI «3 JMX). 
though the dealer was willing to 
split the difference.

The purchase was planned for 
next year, but accelerated due to the 
dire condition of the current equip­
ment. Due to the acceleration of 
the purchase, Smith cautioned that 
the village may have to sacrifice a 
capital improvement elsewhere.

Officials stated that leaf removal 
is important to the village in order 
to keep dead leaves from clogging 
storm drains.
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250 Vine Street 61 I-8669

1675 84th St. SE
Caledonia. Ml 49316
cornerstonemi.org/weekend

GO ONLINE TO 
SUNANONEWS.COM

FIRST
BAPTIST

Middleville

Sunday Service 
10:30 AM

a4

r /

k Good Shepherd 
’ Lutheran Church

908 W. Main Street, Middleville 
(Missouri Synod)

IIQfeTvibr,.4^/

i

d’

Llvestream: facebook,com/firslbaptistmiddleville
FBCMIDDLEVILLE.NET • 5215 M37 - 269-795-9726

JOURNEY CHURCH
Caledonia Location -
9185 Cherry Valley Ave SE 

9:15 am and 11:00 am

Middleville Location - 
1664 M-37 

9:30 am and 11:00 am

THORNAPPLE VALLEY

CHURCH

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

HOLY FAMILY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
9669 Kraft Ave., Caledonia

Phone: 616-891-9259 
www.holyfamilycalcdonia.org

Pastor: Rob Wurst
http://goodshepherdlcm5.googiepagcs.com

Church: (269) 795-2391

eAPEACE
CHURCH

PEACECHURCH.ee

Sundays at 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 AM 
Lead Pastor: Pastor Ryan Kimmel 

616.891.8119
6950 Cherry Valley Rd., Middleville, MI 49333

peacechurch.ee
asarj*

• • 19 z. 

■ ■
w

Saturday Evening Mass
Sunday Masses

5:00 p.m.
... 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Considering becoming Catholic? 
Call or sec our website for information.

«

miBiSSflBtf'r' L>X
ri .

Sunday Worship: 
8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Fellowship 
9:45 Io 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School 
10 Io 10:45 a.m.

@ St Paul Lutheran Church 
& Preschool

8436 Kraft Ave., Caledonia, Ml 49316 
Office 616-891-8688 • Preschool (616) 891-8688 

www.stpaulcaledonia.org

Yankee Springs Bible Church

Your local agent Insures your

H#me
Jason Parks 

121 E Main Street 
Downtown Middleville

a BURIAV

(269) 795^27
)p«rkt*fMftwni.ciNn 

P9rmBureaulnsuranoe.com
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269-381-2300
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99Shining Fonh Gnd's Fight 99
1

MIDDLE VIILE 'J *•
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Sunday Morning Worship 
Community Group..........

8900 Duffy Road 
Middleville. MI 49.333

10:00 a.m.
11 ;00 a.m.

• James L. Collison, Pastor
www.yankccspringsbiblechurch.org

SERVICE TIMES: 
Sunday at 9;30am & 11:00am

20 State Street, Middleville, Ml / www.tvcweb.com
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http://Www.9tto8kabaptt9t.org
cornerstonemi.org/weekend
SUNANONEWS.COM
FBCMIDDLEVILLE.NET
http://www.holyfamilycalcdonia.org
http://goodshepherdlcm5.googiepagcs.com
PEACECHURCH.ee
peacechurch.ee
http://www.stpaulcaledonia.org
P9rmBureaulnsuranoe.com
http://www.yankccspringsbiblechurch.org
http://www.tvcweb.com
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rief Recovery 
Support Group

Stumbling through grief 
with hope

Caledonia woman sentenced for lying to 
authorities during campaign finance probe
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Molly Macleod
Edrtor

A Caledonia woman was sentenced 
this week to 3 months of reporting pro­
bation, 20 hours of community service 
and a $2,500 fine for providing false 
information to authorities during their 
investigation of a campaign finance 
issue that arose during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Sandra Baxter, a 65-year-old Repub­
lican fundraiser, admitted to giving a 
false statement to a peace officer during 
a criminal investigation in June. Judge 
James Jarno in the Ingham County 30th 
Circuit Court sentenced Baxter with the 
maximum punishment allowed by law.

The case stems from a campaign 
finance complaint filed in 2021, during 
the height of the CO VID-19 pandemic.
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A movement known as Unlock Michi OB

gan sought to place a ballot proposal 
before voters that would repeal the 
1945 Emergency Powers of the Gov­
ernor Act, which Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer used to issue emergency 
orders throughout the pandemic.

Campaign finance laws require that 
the names of donors contributing to 
ballot initiatives be made public to 
avoid dark money donations. How­
ever, a complaint was filed alleging 
that donors circumvented this require­
ment by contributing first to nonprofit 
organizations, which then donated to

the campaign.
Baxter solicited donations for a non­

profit called Michigan! My Michigan!, 
which had ties to former State Senate 
Majority Leader Mike Shirkey and the 
group Michigan Citizens for Fiscal 
Responsibility.

During the investigation, Baxter was 
asked about her role in fundraising. 
Under oath, she claimed that she did 
not have a working relationship with 
Shirkey, which investigators found to 
be false.

Because of that false statement, 
Baxter was originally charged with 
perjury, a more serious offense that 
carries stricter penalties.

She ultimately pled guilty to the 
lesser charge.

“For too long, dark money has 
operated in the shadows of Lansing 
with little accountability,” Michigan 
Attorney General Dana Nessel said.
The Unlock Michigan investigation

shed light on corruption in campaign 
finance that was long considered com­
mon practice. Fair elections depend on 
transparency and honesty, and attempts 
to skirt the system or mislead law en­
forcement and the people of Michigan 
will not be tolerated.”

— Contributing Writer Jayson Bussa 
contributed to this report.
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REDUCED
Continued from Page 2

did so and did not want the local court to lose its 
oversight of the case.

“I can disagree with it, but it is what it is,” Schip­
per said. “It’s sad.

“I don’t know if this is grace for you,” he added, 
in addressing Handley directly. “It’s not coming 
from my heart.”

During Tuesday’s hearing, Handley stood to 
apologize to members of Fuller’s family, stating he 
couldn’t express the grief and remorse he felt since 
the fatal crash.

“I’m very, very sorry,” Handley said. “Tm hoping 
you someday can accept my apology.”

It was not a sentiment that was well-received by 
Kim Fuller.

“Today is not your day,” she said.

CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF 

CALEDONIA 
BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES 

Meeting 
Minutes

The minutes for the July
16, 2025 Township
Board of Trustees
Meeting that were
approved on August 6, 
2025, are posted at the 
Township Offices at
8196 Broadmoor Ave •9

and on the website at 
www.caledoniatown
ship.org.

\Q^

Sandy fames and 
Rich Ashley

be
oVSS

Everyone Welcome at 
Ihornapple Valley Church

starting• • •

Tuesday, Sept. 9,2025
6:30-8:00 p.m • Team Room A
Group Settings Are Helpful

Grief Share
CALL SANDY JAMES IF YOU HAVE 

QUESTIONS OR JUST COME 
269-838-2652

NEWSPAPER 
ADVERTISING 

DEADLINES

AD-VISOR & CHRONICLE
Monday at 4 p.m.

BATTLE CREEK
SHOPPER NEWS

Monday at 5 p.m.

THE HASTINGS
BANNER

Tuesday at Noon

THE
REMINDER

Wednesday at Noon

the SUN AND NEWS
Wednesday at Noon

Group
mihonnepaper.com

BUSINESS SERVICES
DUMPSTER RENTAL SNOW­
PLOWING, Lot Clearing, Forestry, 
Mulching, Brush Hog, Mowing. 
Dumpsters-Solutions.com 
(616)283-9712.

CONSTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION: POLE BARNS.
Siding, Decks, Roofing, etc. 
Licensed. 30 Years. Tom Beard 
(269)838-5937

TREE SERVICE
BUYING WALNUT, HARD maple, 
and white oak trees. Will buy sin­
gle walnut trees. Free Estimates. 
Fully Insured, Fetterly Logging 
269-818-7793.

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY: Standing Tim­
ber. Conscientious timber harvest­
er. Saw Mill Office-517-254-4463.

GARAGE SALES
GARAGE/ BARN SALE August 
21st & 22nd. 9am-6pm. 12737 
Marsh Rd.. Shelbyville (Gun Lake). 
Home Staging Items - Furniture - 
Wall Art - Clocks - Mirrors - Name 
Brand Clothing - Outdoor Furniture 
& Decorations - Pottery - Bedding 
- Antiques - Tomatoes and Other 
Garden Veggies

MOVING SALE Saturday, August 
16th at Sam. 7472 Shagwood St., 
SE, Caledonia. Tools, furniture, 
decor, and more.

CAMPERS/RVS
1988 AVIAN Model X 34' RV for 
sale. Updated plumbing. New 
tires. Needs TLC. $8,000 OBO. 
269-993-2529

EMPLOYMENT
GOLF COURSE MAINTENANCE 
EMPLOYEE- All aspects of golf 
course maintenance, including 
trimming, mowing, tree removal, 
and bunker work. Please see Evan 
and apply in person at Saskatoon 
Golf Club 9038 92nd St., Alto, 
Ml. To set up an appointment call 
616-570-5597 or apply online at 
saskatoongolf.com.
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mihonnepaper.com
Solutions.com
saskatoongolf.com
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CELEBRATION
Continued from Page 1
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Dancers from the Caledonia Dance 
& Music Center shone at Celebration 
on the Main in Caledonia last week. 
Pictured here are (bottom row) 
Sophia Delarosa, (middle row, 
from left) Mariana Joseph, Emma 
McIntosh, Mylee Grinnell, (top row) 
Kinlee Giegling, Demi Sonza and 
Sophia LaHaie.
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With a tiger painted on his face, 
five-year-old Teddy Buer had friends 
guessing his name at Celebration on 
Main in Caledonia. Photos by Sarah Buer

.Celebration on Main could not hap­
pen without volunteers and support 
from the community, Buer said.

Planning for the event is a lot of work, 
but Buer has help and started planning 
over three months ago. There’s a lot of 
behind-the-scenes work that happens 
before the big day, so getting an early 
start is key, Buer said.

“It truly takes a village to make 
a village event great. On the day of 
the event, I had around 35 incredible 
volunteers helping to bring everything 
together.

“But the work starts long before 
that—since May, I’ve been meeting 
once or sometimes twice a month with 
a group of about 10 dedicated Main 
Street business owners and council 
members to plan and coordinate every 
detail.

“Everyone involved, from volun­
teers to planners to community part­
ners, plays an important role in making 
Celebration on Main such a success. 
I’m so grateful for each and every one

Additionally, Buer said the volun­
teers she worked with were instrumen­
tal in making sure that Celebration on 
the Main ran smoothly.

Besides volunteering for her com­
munity, Buer works at her family’s 
business, Buer Well Drilling, on Main 
Street. She said it means a lot to her 
to help create an event that brings the 
community together.

Between committee work, two other 
jobs, and raising two kids, life stays 
busy for Buer, but she said what makes
it all worth it being a part of some-
thing that celebrates Caledonia and 
strengthens community connections.

Buer said it has been incredible to 
see local businesses step up, whether 
by contributing financially, volunteer­
ing their time, or just showing up to 
support the event.

“Celebration on Main wouldn’t be 
possible without them. It’s a beautiful 
reminder ofhow important it is to come 
together as a community and celebrate 
our town,” Buer said. “Events like this 
help strengthen the connections that 
make Caledonia such a special place 
to live and work.”
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Marilyn Wagner.com
616.299.0154
RE/MAX
OF GRAND RAPIDS 
4362 Cascade Road, SE

OPEN SUNDAY 12-1:30
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10188 Whitneyville, Alto
NEW Construction, 2.2 acres, 5 bed, 3.5 bath, 
no HOA, pole barns ok. Custom Craftsmanship, 
fireplace, Caledonia Schools. REDUCED $850,000

10561 Stirrup Drive, Caledonia
Caledonia schools, 3 bed, 3 full bath, 3.6 acres.
garage over and under, wrap around porch, 
walk-out basement, updated mechanicals.
$595,000

10310 E. Rivershore, Alto
Immaculate home, outdoor oasis with pool, 
hot tub and basketball/pickleball court, move-in 
ready! Lots of upgrades! 5 bed, 3.5 bath, 
finished walk-out with kitchenette and more!
Caledonia schools $1.2M

GRAND RAPIDS - 1035 Fuller Ave. SE 4 bed, 2.5 bath, garage, fenced yard, 
updated kitchen. $280,000
SUTTONS BAY - 11964 E. Shaker Trail. 5 bed, 3.5 bath ranch on 2 acres, pole 
barn allowed. NEW Construction. Ideal second home! $750,000
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to find your 
perfect invitation!

L Scan our OR code
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Simply Perfect
WEDDING INVITATIONS

Created just for your big day, we've put together sets of 
stunning wedding invitations to perfectly match your style.

PRINTING BY
>

www.printingbypennylane.com
ginad@pennylaneprinting.com
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Sheriff official addresses 
misinformation about camera system
Jayson Bussa
Contributing Writer

Barry County SherifTs Office of­
ficials addressed what Sgt. Scott Ware 
described as a significant amount of 
misinformation circulating about Mid­
dleville’s Flock camera system during 
the Middleville Village Council meet­
ing Tuesday, Aug. 12.

Flock cameras, which are used in 
many municipalities throughout West 
Michigan, are designed to capture im­
ages of the rear of vehicles as they pass 
through an area.

Late last year, the Middleville coun­
cil approved the installation of cameras 
in strategic locations throughout the 
community.

During his regular report to the coun­
ci 1, Ware reiterated how the cameras 
operate and what type of information 
they collect, hoping to dispel rumors 
and misunderstandings circulating 
around the village.

Ware, who leads the sherifTs Mid­
dleville unit, said the only data the 
cameras collect is a still image of the 
vehicle’s license plate.

“In order to figure out who that 
vehicle belongs to, and the make and 
model, we have to run that plate as law
enforcement, 99 Ware said. “Flock is
literally only capturing license plates.

“It’s taking whatever it sees and 
creating a digital version of that,” he 
added. “It’s not recording any personal 
information whatsoever and, after 30 
days, it drops out of their system al­
together and is no longer searchable.”

Ware also dispelled the idea that the 
BCSO is using the cameras to collect

information that could later be used to 
“stalk people or track people down.”

“That’s just not the case,” he added. 
“It’s not how the system works.”

However, Ware said the cameras 
allow law enforcement to create a 
“hot list” of vehicles tied to criminal 
investigations.

The BCSO sergeant cited a recent 
example involving a theft at the Flats 
at Mid-Villa construction site, where a 
vehicle connected to the incident was 
added to a hot list. The system was 
then able to identify where and when 
the vehicle was seen.

According to officials, all activity 
within the Flock system is logged, 
including who accessed it, why it was 
accessed and the outcome. Only select 
members of the department have ac­
cess, and a case number along with a 
purpose code used to identify the nature 
of a crime is required to conduct any 
search.

“There is much misinformation go­
ing on around our community,” Village 
President Kevin Smith said. “If you go 
online, it’s even worse. People have 
it tracking locations and doing speed 
checks and it’s simply not what the 
platform does.”

In other updates, Ware reported an 
increase in thefts at self-storage units 
in both Middleville and Hastings. He 
urged residents who rent storage units 
to check on them regularly, use two 
locks if possible and keep an itemized 
list of stored belongings.

“We cannot help you if we do not 
know what’s missing,” Ware said.
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About 200 people usually attend the free children’s “Movie in the Park" 
held outside the Gaines Township Hall. This year’s event is set for Friday, 
Aug. 22, with festivities starting at 6:30 p.m. Source: gainestownship.org

Plans set for ‘Movie in the Park’ on Aug. 22
James Gemmell
Contributing Writer 4

Plans are being |inaliz^d. for the 
10th annual “Movie in >010 Park” 
evenL outside the Gaines Township 
Hall on Friday, Aug. 22.

The animated film “Dog Man” will 
be shown on a large inflatable screen 
on the lawn facing the adj acent Prairie 
Wolf Park. The 89-minute movie is 
a comedy released by DreamWorks 
Animation earlier this year.

Township Treasurer Laurie Lemke 
said the movie was highly recom­
mended by staff members of the 
Gaines Township branch of the Kent 
District Library.

“The movie being shown has gen­
erated a lot of excitement,” she said.

Movie-goers are encouraged to 
bring blankets or lawn chairs.

Township Manager Rod Weersing 
called it a “fantastic event.”

See MOVIE on 9
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Gaines Township considers potential partnership with 
Kent County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority

♦ 

♦

James Gemmell
Contributing Writer

Some legislative changes made by 
the State of Michigan in recent years 
could help spur economic development 
in Gaines Charter Township in the com­
ing years, if it opts in as a Kent County 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
partner.

That is according to the Authority’s 
Director of Strategic Impact, Josh 
Spencer, who gave a presentation to 
the Gaines Township Board on Mon­
day night. He spoke about the benefits 
of providing brownfield incentives 
through Act 381, also known as the 
Brownfield Redevelopment Financing 
Act. It authorizes municipalities to 
establish Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authorities.

Traditionally, the authorities have 
facilitated the revitalization ofblighted, 
contaminated or functionally obsolete 
properties. Those types of properties 
have been eligible for financial incen­
tives through tax abatements.

ss
NOTICE OF

PUBLISHING
At a regular meeting of the Gaines Charter Township Board of 
Trustees, held on Monday, August 11,2025, at the Township Hall located 
at 8555 Kalamazoo., SE, Caledonia, Ml 49316, the Board of Trustees 
approved an amendment to the Gaines Charter Township Ordinance as 
provided for in Chapter 32 thereof by amending Section 22-136, Building 
Permits, Section (B). Said section (Section 22-136, Building Permits, 
Section (b)) thereof, which restricts all early stars including multifamily 
structures. The amended text of Section 22-136, Building Permits, Section 
(B), will allow multi-family early starts.
A true copy of the approved ordinance amending the Gaines Charter 
Township Ordinance as provide for in Chapter 32 thereof. Section 22-136, 
Building Permits, Section (B), can be obtained at the Clerk’s office during 
normal business hours (8;30am-5:00PM Mon-Fri).
Said amendment to the Gaines Charter Township Ordinance as provided 
for in Chapter 32 thereof by amending Section 22-136, Building Permits, 
Section (B). Said section (Section 22-136, Building Permits, Section (b)) 
thereof shall go into effect seven (7) days from the date of first publication.

T 0 N S H P

Michael A. Brew
Gaines Charter Township Clerk

But Spencer told the Gaines trustees 
that the changes in Act 3 81 have opened 
the door for other types of property to 
be considered under the brownfield 
designation.

“A couple years ago, (the state) added 
housing activities as an eligible use,” 
he said. “A traditional brownfield was 
meant to prevent (urban) sprawl... But 
now, with the housing shortage that we 
have in our state and in our county, there 
is a need there.”

In many municipalities, a Tax Incre­
ment Finance (TIF) district is set up to 
help fund redevelopment. TIF allows 
extra property tax revenue generated 
from redeveloped property to be cap­
tured and used to pay for brownfield 
plans. The increment refers to that 
extra tax revenue. Developers are then 
reimbursed for their expenses.

Currently, Gaines Township does not 
have a TIP district. If one were to be 
established, the captured tax revenues 
that typically go to local school districts, 
for example, could be redirected to the

local development authority. So, dur­
ing the capture period, schools would 
not receive the increased tax revenue 
that is generated by the redeveloped 
property. But the state would reimburse 
the school districts for the lost revenue 
through the School Aid fund.

“I think they may not all know this, 
but the school districts can apply for 
those taxes that they’re giving up in 
that increment, and get reimbursed,” 
Gaines Community Development 
Director Dan Wells said. He also is 
the vice chairman of the Kent County 
Brownfield Redevelopment Author­
ity (BRA) board. “The local school 
districts, technically, do not lose any 
money on this if they go through the 
right process to get reimbursed.”

Spencer said the Kent County BRA 
was established in February 2024, 
and that it promotes the revitalization, 
redevelopment and reuse of property 
for housing development. The BRA 
is overseen by a seven-member board 
comprised of community representa­
tives and two county commissioners.

On July 18, 2023, the state modified 
its law to allow housing activities as an 
eligible use for Tax Increment Financ­
ing. That means that brownfield sites 
where housing is developed can now 
be included in TIF districts.

“So, commimities that did not see 
themselves as having traditional brown­
field properties would probably now be 
approached by developers wanting to 
use this (TIF) tool,” Spencer said. “In 
order to use this tool, a local government 
like Gaines Township would need to opt 
in by passing a resolution of concur­
rence to join the (county) Authority.”

According to miplace.org, the ben­
efits of joining a county BRA might 
include governmental cost savings, ad­
ministrative efficiency and greater Local 
Brownfield Revolving Fund (LBRF) 
resources. A LBRF helps finance the 
redevelopment of brownfield sites.

Opting in would allow the county and 
township to collaborate on brownfield 
projects.

“Even if you opt into an Author­
ity - I think this is critical - no plans 
can move forward unless this body 
(township board) approves them first,” 
Spencer told the Gaines trustees. “So, 
your staff works with us at the county 
for just getting the technical accuracy of 
the plan, but it does not move forward 
unless you approve it on a project-by-

project basis. ! / I

Spencer explained in his slide pre­
sentation to the board which proper­
ties are eligible for brownfield TIF 
incentives. Those include facilities 
that are contaminated by substances 
above a federal threshold and pose a 
significant risk to human health or the 
environment. Other eligible properties 
are those that are blighted, functionally 
obsolete, transit-oriented, or considered 
a historic resource.

Also eligible for the TIF program 
are owners of rental housing units for 
qualified rehabilitation.
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households that make at or below 120% 
of AMI (area median income),” Spen­
cer said. “So, for a family of four in Kent 
County, 120% AMI is $ 126,000 ayear.”

The Michigan State Housing De­
velopment Authority TIF program is 
designed to support housing that is 
accessible to a wider range of income 
levels. Spencer said the expansion of 
the brownfield redevelopment law to 
include TIFs is part of the state’s strat­
egy to address a significant housing 
shortage.

Gaines trustee Tim Haagsma asked 
about the fact that developers profit 
from such projects.

“So, you’re actually artificially re­
ducing the cost of construction for the 
developer so they can offer the housing 
at a lower price point,” Spencer replied. 
“You want to feel comfortable with all 
of the expenses and the profitability of 
the development overall. Because no 
matter whether you put it here or there, 
what you’re doing is lowering the cost 
of construction, so those houses are 
affordable to your teachers and your 
schools, your public safety officers. 
Everybody that does the work in the 
community; these are the folks who are 
having trouble affording starter homes.”

Wells told the township trustees that 
they should evaluate what is of public 
benefit.

“Because we as stewards of the tax 
dollars that are coming in and how 
they’re being distributed, need to look 
at, ‘How does this benefit our residents 
in the long term?’,” Wells said. “The 
issue that we’re faced with now is 
housing affordability for people trying 
to come in and buy a house for the first 
time. They’re basically priced out of 
our market.” . .
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5 Storms couldn’t stop Ashes & Arrows show
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that stage and some ofthese songs, you’re 
gonna hear them twice.”

Ashes & Arrows was unable to per­
form a scheduled show at the Caledonia 
Concert Series during the 2024 summer 
season. Event organizer Adam Stauffer 
was thrilled to have the opportunity to 
bring the band to Caledonia for the 2025 
season.

Ashes & Arrows gained world-wide 
acclaim last summer as a part of the 
television show “America’s Got Tal­
ent,” The band released the full-length 
album “Chapter One (The Long Road 
North)” in October 2024. McMeeken, 
Calhoun and then bandmate Benjamin 
Voigt performed “Wild Horses” during 
the “America’s Got Talent” quarterfinal 
round earning a spot in the show’s semi­
finals with their performance.

“I didn’t want to cancel again, and 
they didn’t want to cancel again. The 
acoustic set was amazing,” Stauffer said 
as the band prepped for its amphitheater 
performance. “You can’t control the 
weather, but the acoustic set was amazing 
and I’m glad we’re going to get a couple 
songs here plugged in.

“They are awesome. They sound great. 
They harmonize. They are the biggest 
band 1 ’ ve ever gotten as far as their online

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

It was two concerts for the price of 
none as Ashes & Arrows played a long- 
awaited Caledonia Concert Series show 
Tuesday.

The band’s trio of vocalists and guitar 
players, Ciaran McMeeken, Jonathan 
Calhoun and Justin Roelant, performed 
an acoustic set underneath the pavilion at 
the Caledonia Community Green to get 
the evening started. Close to 100 specta­
tors gathered under the rooftop with more 
folks, many holding umbrellas overhead, 
lining the perimeter.

When it became clear the worst of the 
summer thunderstorms would be rolling 
across Michiganjust south ofCaledonia, 
a full-band set with the addition of drum­
mer Ted Marks and bass player Trevor 
Stoyer kicked off on the amphitheater 
stage. Ashes & Arrows shared its stylistic 
mix of rock, country and whatever else 
it could work in.

McMeeken, Calhoun and Roelant had 
the crowd singing along with hearty “Yo 
Ho!”s on “Pirate Song,” performed a 
cover of Jason Isbell’s “Cover Me Up,” 
and played what they claimed to be an 
unfinished, unrecorded, unnamed and 
mostly unrehearsed tune that the band is 
working on that felt fitting fortne evening.

“Roll on my brother like lightning and 
thunder.

Take on the high road, don’t you ever 
sink low.

Cause 10,00 lifetimes may not be 
enough.

So roll on my brother until the stormin’ 
is done,” sang Calhoun.

Calhoun also promised during the 
acoustic set that, “if we do have good 
weather, we’re going to move down to
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Ciaran McMeekan of the band Ashes & Arrows sings the band’s song “Sexy” 
in his best country music voice prompting giggles from bandmates Justin 
Roelant, Jonathan Calhoun and Trevor Stoyer in the background during 
their electric set at the Caledonia Community Green amphitheater Tuesday, 
Their performance, which dodged raindrops with an acoustic set inside the 
pavilion first, was the finale of the summer’s 2025 Caledonia Concert Series. 
Photos by Brett Bremer
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Try and stop us
You can’t tame wild horses,” they sang.
The rain certainly didn’t stop them 

in the finale of the 2025 edition of the 
Caledonia Concert Series.

“It has been a good summer,” Stauffer 
said. “We had a lot oftalent come through

town and good turnouts. A little warm, 
but here we are.”

The event Tuesday was sponsored by 
Frontier Heating and Cooling, the last 
of a long list of sponsors that made the 
summer concert series possible along 
with a handful of dedicated volunteers.
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616-891-0150It took an encore spurred on by the 
crowd and the evening’s emcee. Josh 
Rose, to get the band to repeat at least 
one song in the end. Everyone was treated 
to an acoustic version of the band’s hit 
“Wild Horses” at the pavilion and then 
the full-band version at ±e amphitheater.

BUSINESS HOURS: 
Monday - Friday: 8 A.M. to 5 P.M.4'**
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p It’s in our blood
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We are, we are wild horses 
Chasing dreams
No one, no one could ever stop us
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MOVIE
Continued from Page 1

Swan Orthodontics in Gaines Town­
ship is sponsoring the appearances of 
the characters. «

BODY SHOP“We love hosting Movie in the Park,The free flick, which will be shown at 
8:30 p.m., will not be the only highlight, 
with the event getting underway at 6:30 
p.m. According to Lemke, the ftin and 
festivities will include kids games, food 
trucks and o±er activities. Various public 
safety vehicles will also be on display.

15

said Connie Giarmo, chairperson of the 
Gaines Planning Commission. “It is one 
annual event that I think we all look 
forward to.
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The (Kent County) sherifTs office
will be here, a (township) fire truck will 
be here,” Lemke added. “We have Disney 
characters coming that will be on site. 
Last year, we had Captain America and 
Cinderella.”

out and have fun and see what their town­
ship hall looks like and meet some of the 
people that are ±eir neighbors.”

Township Trustee Rob DeWardsaidhe 
is looking forward to the upcoming event.

“I’m going to try to get my grandkids 
here for that,” he said.

110 Johnson Street SE 
Caledonia, Ml 49316

Your ■frus+^d Body Shop for over 32 years
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Gaines board updated on Natural Resource Inventory •>
I V

J«mm Gemmell
Contributing Writer

Two lop cxocuuv'ca al TirviroScicncc

tailed some of the mforTnation dies Fwve 
accurmilAcd about open spaces and rcsa-

Inc ha\c gjven ihc CMunci Towrahtp
dcnual dcr\ clopvnent inGiunc^ Tounahrp.

A
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Hoard an tyxbtc on a Natural Resources 
inventory the corrqmy is crxxluctmg

Fhey spoke wnth the trustees online 
via a remote vidoo connoclMm dtamg 
Monday night's board meeting

In December 2<f24. (he (rusioct voted
to 8ul)M<i/e township staff to sperxi up to 
$ 3 5. f < < > for the I n V cniory by the compan y 
haaod in Slow. Ohio The iru&ucn sax) 
they wanted Io get that in formaUon before 
staff began rcncgiXialing a sewer serv ice 
agrocmcnl w ith the (ity of Grand Rapids 
Fhe existing 4<l-ycar sewer awMract with 
lhc( Ity of(/randR:^ids expires in 2ff2K

Dijord members aJso said at that umc 
that (hey also wanted to preverve and 
potential ly purchase some open space and 
park land, but they first needed to receive 
biological ficld-vcrificaUon studies on

*Thcy’vc put together some maps 
and crtaKhcd a bl of ebu," Cnmmumty 
Development F>ircetor fbn WcUs Had 
‘Hhey hav'c created a worybook, which 
IS a GiS-based, easily digest iUc presenta­
tion of all the data that they \ c ooOectod 
from a pretty ex h&tsu VC set of resources

He added that much of (he tnformation 
was ccvnpiiod from R FXiIS Online local 
and statc-prov tdod data

l^cncnl where tfiey will have (he 
impact** she said "It really supporu (he 
loaming process by creating this Fwoehne 
summary of natural resources wahm the 
townshq? .And then, to use these Features
to identify areas of poicnUaUy high eco­
logical value ♦♦

Piazza diapbyed a land-cover map
showing the ngwd gnow-di of dc\ ckipmcnt 
in the northwest section of the township 
infive-ycaxncrcmentsbegtnna^m I9K5 
to die preseot day.

And oix ofthe most ugnihcwHckang*

We've been meeting wnih them virtu*
ally over the last couple of nxmihv 
alty once or twice a month and

~ usu-
wc \c

got It now to a point where we think it 
would be good for the board loacc tt and 
give their input" Wells said

Piazza showed on the video screen an 
intcractiv c story map that she drew up as 
part of a goo-spatial model that identifies

f

cswc \c»ccnis(hcicmorcx>n\cviedcTop

voils, vegetative cover arxl wetlands 
r:nviroScicncc Senior Fxoiogist Mi

poicmioJ pnonty orcas for open space or
park development

*

chaci Ijptak and LnviroSciencc GIS 
Operations M.magcr Anna F’ia//a dc-

It really provides a data-driven spatial
tool that can help focus conservation, 
restoration or just management cfTorts m

land aid the < 3( MF-pcrcoit) increase m the 
devdoped land." she said

7ow<mhip officials havx repeatedly 
expressed a desire to preserve as much 
of Games rural character a$ possible and 
protect some of the township's pknuful 
farmland

A topographical map showed how 
glaciCHk shaped the larxl more than I O,(MN) 
years ago

Some of the key concepts the Enviro- 
Science consultants considered in devel­
oping the model were the importance of 
water features like wetland streams, in 
terms of ecological arxJ social value And 
cultural resources

“So, we know that it was used bv (he

>n<iorunoc of prouxxin^ bka>. irfreunu 
arxi other wetland arcat.

Liptak mentioned that Dm Welh
and Tounsiup Manaecr Rod Woena^
have panic giMod m oan\'craauara. widi
EnwoSctcnoc about whieh mcuics 
important to mdude m the model

•?

I

I

4 a Wc M EnwruScicncc wm gwiod bv
a kM of good tnfannabon and mpu from 
(rtuoes Charter Towndi^ Ikocauac we,

, ww ihis to he wwncthtnB
that s useful k) you I'hitf 'sov north star," 
Lipiak said

Piazza said thes arc building the 
nodchng framework to identifs bou to 
nmk and score various areas md produce 
i^Mlial outputs Those are the dilTcrcnl 
map layers that \ dualize and organize 
gcographicalK relevant data The in lor-
malKKi tan assist lou'mhip stallu ith therr
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Take the next step to 
a better paying job!

Learn about free:
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• Career coaching
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Call 1-800-285-WORK (9675)
or visit westmiworks.org/job-seekers/

Native Americans. And there arc some 
archaeological sites, as well,” Piazza said

Another goal is to protect forested 
land She showed a map depicting what 
pre-scttlcmcnt vegetation looked like in 
Games arourxl the vear 1 Kt Ml. A*

“Il predominantly was a beet sugar 
maple forest with some pockets of w hitc

planning efforu
llxr consullanis usod a parcd-fconng 

nKlhad that is used in Googr^>hic Infor- 
mauon Systems fix assessing the suii- 
abihty Imid parcels fix purposes such as 
conversation. dcvclopmcn( and nraourcc 
management Ihev also used an F:sn 
software platform called ArcGIS that 
uses a suitabilitv nxxlclcr Uk>I It shows 
t(^x)graphical information such as land
cover and elevations. Piaz/a said it can
analyze w hich areas might be most suit­
able ftHparkoragncultural development, 
for example

6 » Il provides a raster output and gnes
each pixel an assigned score.” she said
ii It's all interactive, as well, so you can
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COUNCIL 
REGULAR 
MEETING 
MINUTES

The minutes of the July

there. It's re­
ally impor­
tant the arca 
was heavily 
forested. So,
just think *

22, 2025 Regular
Council Meeting, that
were approved on
August 12. 2025. are 
posted at the Village 
Hall at 100 E Mam 
Street and on the

ing about 
protecting 
those areas,” 
Piazza said.

The natu­
ral resources
model con

website at WWW siders habi-
tat connec*

tivityandthc

click on parcels to view pared IDs. 
acreage."

Liptak said parcels that township 
officials have pnoriu/cd fix a visit by 
F^nviroScicncc biologists also have 
been included in the Natural Resources 
Inventory.

h < We will visit as mxmy high-ranking
parcels as we can. That is probably a
spnng-likc field effort.” be said

Games Supervisor Bob Tcrpsira 
thanked Liptak and Piazza for their pre­
sentations

Ultimately, this is going to be a great
tool for us trying to identify areas thiU we 
want to preserve in the township,” Wells 
said. “And this also wnll give us good 
informalicMi to work with (the state) w hen 
it's providing grants to purchase land and 
get it set aside for the long term.”
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MHSAA has a few changes in the works during 2025-26
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bench area - making tlie head coach 
more accountable for behavior on the 
sideline. The second change allows for 
only the team captain to speak with 
an official during the breaks between 
periods (halftime and during overtime), 
unless another coach, player, etc., is 
summoned by the official - with the 
penalty a yellow card to the off ending 
individual.

A few more game-action rules 
changes will be quickly noticeable to 
participants and spectators

In volleyball, multiple contacts by 
one player attempting to play the ball 
will now be allowed on second contact 
if the next contact is by a teammate on 
the same side of the net.

In swimming & diving, backstroke 
ledges will be permitted in pools that 
maintain a 6-foot water depth. If used 
in competition, identical ledges must be 
provided by the host team for all lanes, 
although individual swimmers are not 
required to use them.

Also in swimming & diving - dur­
ing relay exchanges - second, third

See MHSAA on 12

vance to the season-ending tournament 
as well, but only in postseason divisions 
where there are six Regionals - which 
will be all four boys divisions this fall.

The 11-Player Football Finals at 
Ford Field will be played this fall over 
a three-day period, with Division 8, 4, 
6 and 2 games on Friday, Nov. 28, and 
Division 7, 3, 5 and 1 games played 
Sunday, Nov. 30, to accommodate 
Michigan State’s game against Mary­
land on Nov. 29 at Ford Field.

Two more changes affecting football 
playoffs will be noticeable this fall. For 
the first time, 8-Player Semifinals will 
be played at neutral sites; previously 
the team with the highest playoff-point 
average continued to host during that 
round. Also, teams that forfeit games 
will no longer receive playoff-point 
average strength-of-schedule bonus 
points from those opponents to which 
they forfeited.

A pair of changes in boys soccer this 
fall will address sportsmanship. The 
first allows game officials to take action 
against a team’s head coach in addition 
to any cautions or ejections issues to 
players and personnel in that team’s
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Caledonia has been competing in a Grand Rapids area conference and the 
Michigan Boys Volleyball state tournament for a few years now. For the first 
time during the 2025-26 school year the MHSAA will sponsor a boys' volleyball 
state tournament. The MHSAA is also adding girls’ field hockey to its slate of 
state tournaments this school year. Photo by Brett Bremer yNE’RE HERE FOR
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The addition of girls field hockey 
as a sponsored postseason champion­
ship sport and a revised schedule for 
Lower Peninsula Boys Tennis Finals 
are the most significant changes to 
fall sports as practices get underway 
this week for an anticipated 100,000 
high school athletes at Michigan High 
School Athletic Association (MHSAA) 
member schools.

The fall season includes the most 
played sports for both boys and girls; 
36,210 football players and 19,679 
girls volleyball players competed dur­
ing the Fall 2024 season. Teams in those 
sports will be joined by competitors in 
girls and boys cross country, girls field 
hockey. Lower Peninsula girls golf, 
boys soccer, Lower Peninsula girls 
swimming & diving, Upper Peninsula 
girls tennis and Lower Peninsula boys 
tennis in beginning practice next week. 
Competition begins Aug. 15 for cross 
country, field hockey, golf, soccer and 
tennis, Aug. 20 for swimming & diving 
and volleyball, and Aug. 28 for varsity 
football.

Girls field hockey is one of two sports 
set to make its debut with MHSAA 
sponsorship during the 2025-26 school 
year. Boys volleyball will play its first 
season with MHSAA sponsorship in 
the spring.

There are 37 varsity teams expected 
to play during the inaugural field 
hockey season. There will be one 
playoff division, with the first MHSAA 
Regionals in this sport beginning Oct. 
8 and the first championship awarded 
Oct. 25.

To conclude their season, Lower 
Peninsula boys tennis teams will begin 
a pilot program showcasing Finals for 
all four divisions at the same loca­
tion — Midland Tennis Center - over a 
two-week period. Division 4 will begin 
play with its two-day event Oct. 15-16, 
followed by Division 1 on Oct. 17-18, 
Division 2 on Oct. 22-23 and Division 
3 played Oct. 24-25.

Also in Lower Peninsula boys termis, 
and girls in the spring, a Finals qualifi­
cation change will allow for teams that
finish third at their Regionals to ad
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♦
High school sports season underway this weekend

♦

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Caledonia High School and Thor­
napple High School student athletes 
were able to kick off the 2025-26 school 
year with the first official practices of 
the fall season this week.

The first contests of the fall season 
are already this weekend.

The Caledonia varsity boys’ ten­
nis team has a busy weekend in store 
with the Dobber Wenger Invitational

planned for Aug. 15 and a trip to a 
tournament in Holland today, Aug. 16.

The Caledonia varsity girls’ golf 
team was also set to open play at The 
Jenison Invitational at The Meadows 
Friday, Aug. 16.

The Caledonia High School football 
program was set to host its annual 
Purple and Gold scrimmage Aug 16 at 
Scotland Yard as renovations finish up 
at Ralph E. Myers Stadium.

Caledonia and Thomapple Kellogg

both have one new varsity head coach 
this spring. Long-time assistant coach 
Whitney Bell is now at the head of the 
Caledonia varsity football team. Haley 
Grams, a special education teacher at 
Thomapple Kellogg Schools, is the 
new leader of the Thomapple Kellogg 
varsity volleyball team.

Bell and the Fighting Scots are set to 
open the 2025 season at home taking 
on Holy Names Catholic from Windsor, 
Ontario, Thursday April 28.

Grams and the Trojan spikers will 
host their opening competition of the
season, a quad, Aug. 26 at the 
school in Middleville.
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View Newspaper Group is seeking a

MARKETING 
SPECIALIST
covering the Marshall area.
Responsibilities include:
Advertising sales, Account management,
Prepare presentations, proposals and sales contracts, 
Attend networking events

M ■
b

k3 i 1^-^.
>rj!b

-
<

Vk .

.•X’

1

.

,«

.. ..rW 
'

I*

•"-I

.iX

Our company is growing, 
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Haley Grams started her first official 
practices this week as the new head 
coach of the Thornapple Kellogg 
varsity volleyball team. Photo provided
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■ The County Press
■ Lapeer Area View
■ Genesee County View
■ Huron County View
■ Sanilac County News
■ Your Buyer’s Guide
■ Jeffersonian
■ Tri-County Times
■ Daily News
■ Tri-County Citizen
■ Oxford Leader

■ Lake Orion Review
■ Clarkston News
■ The Citizen
■ The Lowell Ledger
■ The Hastings Banner
■ Buyer’s Guide and News
■ Ad-Visor & Chronicle
■ Battle Creek Shopper News
■ The Sun and News
■ The Reminder
■ St. Clair Area View

Send resume to:
Chris Silverman

csilverman@mihomepaper.com 
269-945-9554
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and fourth swimmers must have one 
foot stationary at the front edge of the 
deck. The remainder of their bodies 
may be in motion prior to the finish of 
the incoming swimmer.

In football, when a forward fumble 
goes out of bounds, the ball will now 
be spotted where the fumble occurred 
instead of where the ball crossed the 
sideline.

The 2025 Fall campaign culminates 
with postseason tournaments begin­
ning with the Upper Peninsula Girls 
Tennis Finals during the week of Sept. 
29 and wrapping up with the 11 -Player
Football Finals on Nov. 28 and 30. 
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YOU’RE NOT JUST 
OUR READERS.
You’re our friends, our 
family, our neighbors... 

and our future.
VIEVIU^ Group

Your Community Connection
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