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THE SUN AND NEWS

Your Hometown Newspaper Serving the Middleville, Caledonia and Gaines Township Areas

NO. 68

Gaines Township
planning commissioners
approve Stoneworks’

preliminary condo plan

James Gemmell
Contributing Writer

Koetje Builders & Developers has
one year to submit a final condominium
plan to Gaines Township officials for
review after gaining approval for a pre-
liminary plan on July 24.

The planning commission voted 6-0
that night in favor of the proposed
Stoneworks residential project on 100th
Street at Pease Avenue. It 1s the first
step in a condominium land division.
One commissioner was absent from the
meeting at the township hall.

Koetje Builders is the project appli-
cant, and the property owner 1s the
Margaret .. Heintz Trust.

Jon Male with Exxel Engineering
presented the Major Preliminary
Condominium plan to the commis-
sioners for the 46-acre property at
1264 100th St. It was recently rezoned
from Agricultural/Rural Residential
to Village Residential, which 1s a new

See CONDO on 2

Jon Male with Exxel Engineering
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 9, 2025

A Gaines Township firefighter helps a child aim a fire hose at Tuesday’'s South Kent National Night Out event
outside South Christian High School. Photoes by James Gemmell

South Kent National Night Out event
makes a splash in Gaines Township

- —

James Gemmell
Contributing Writer . .

The parking lots outside South
Christian High School served as
a bit of a playground for children
Tuesday night, Aug. 5, at the
annual South Kent National Night
Out event.

They got to climb into various
public safety vehicles and run
underneath a fire truck boom ladder
hose that was spraying them with
water.

Those were just a few of many
activities they enjoyed on a
sunny evening in Gaines Charter
Township. Hundreds of people

See SPLASHONn 7
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The Kent County Sheriff's Office had vehicles and equipment on display
from its various units, such as Animal Control.
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retirement in 2026

GHAND RAPIDS
Lniversity
bd.1). ha .
the end of the upcoming academic year
lc informed: the chair of the university
Board of Trustees Paula Cunningham in
Viay that his last rl.i:, would be June 30).
2026. Pappas has
Davenport for |

President Richard Pappas.
anmmounced that he will retire at

served as president of

longest-serving university presidents in
Viichigan

tHie has been president of four institu-
hions of higher education, over a span of
nearly 40 years. He explamed his decision
N an email communication to faculty
and staff.

“Alter 3/ years as president at four
outstanding nstitutions, the last 17 at
avenport, this decision was not an easy

BILL ENGVALL

HERE'S YOUR SIGN: IT WASN'T MY TIME
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

LITTLE BIG TOWN
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4

or FireKeepersCasino.com.

oWy Fuiikeerins
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The Sun and News
Froudly Published
Since 1870 |

1351 N. M-43 Hwy.
Hastings, Ml 49058
Phone: 269-945-9554
www.sunandnews.com

Sports: Brett Bremer
bbremer@mihomepaper.com
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/ years and 1s one of the

Tickets available now at the FireKeepers Box Office

GET YOUR \'] mow

1-94 to Exit 104 [ 11177 Michigan Avenue | Battle Creek, M| 49014
Must be 21 or older. Tickets based on availability. Schedule subject to change
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CONTACT US
Editor: Molly Macleod

, nrmac IFEE{'_Jﬁ@ITHM{_}FF{H{‘}H Per.Com

Advertising Manager: Chris Silverman |
csilverman@mihomepaper.com |
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Davenport president announces

one, l’np['ui'a wrote. "l take immense [‘W‘ML'
in what we have accomplished together.
YUl 2 r |H{ n‘-. Itiﬂ‘a.'ﬂd 10 '---.[*H._'ndmgj monre
tme with my family. The tme feels right

1O pass the baton to a new leader—some-
one who will build on our foundation and
help shape the university’s next era.”

“Ihe Board of Trustees has greatly
valued President Pappas’ leadership,”
said Chair of the Board Paula Cunning-
ham. “He guides with vision, optimism,
integnity and a strong dedication to Dav-
enport’'s mission. He effectively energizes
the mission for students, faculty and staff,
and alumni. He 1s fully dedicated to our
students” success. Although we would
love to extend his tenure at Davenport,
his retirement 1s well eamed.”

Pappas became the fifth president of

NOTHIN’ BUT A
GOOD TIME

Davenport Univer-
sity in 2009. Dur-
ing Pappas’ tenure,
the university estab-

Urban Education, the
(asal.atinaonlinebi-
lingual program, and
the First-Generation
Student Initiative.
“1The Davenport
community has al-
ways been willing
to work together for
our students,” Pap-
pas said. “I'm proud
of our efforts to sup-
port students from all
walks of life and at
all stages of life. I'm
proud of the way we
came together dur-
ing the COVID-19
pandemic, illustrat-
ing that even in the
most challenging
moments in modem
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FPlease recycle this newspaper

lished the College of

staftl
‘ i I;. T | I' ) - "3 SEEaTE
DOW 10 Mt INe moment transiormimng

education, our faculty and KNCW
the university to exclusively online over
a weekend.”

Al the WA, Lettinga Grand Rapids
Campus, Davenport built the Robert W.
sneden Center and the Donald W. Maine
College of Business. It also constructed a
HICW .'-!l*'l'L'HL' 5 f"fll:[‘*!x“‘. | armmer s | lt‘iti.
and jomed the NCAA Division 11 GI 1A
Conference. The university also moved
the Lansing Campus to a new location
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CONDO

| Continued fro

township designation. Gaines plan-
ners said that VR 1s intended to

| accommodate a vanety of single-
family homes with a traditional
neighborhood identity.

T'he site would include 53 single-
family detached condominiums, 32
single-family attached condomini-
ums along the south side of 100th
street, and 6 single family land-divi-
sion parcels with frontage and access
on Pease Avenue.

Municipal water and sanitan
sewer would be extended to the site
of the future development.

“We are bringing public sewer and
water in from 100th Street to the
north, and we kind of run out of ele-
vation on those (parcels). They will
have public water but they will be on
a septic (system),” Male said.

A planning commission memo said
Township Attorney Clifford Bloom is
reviewing the master deed and bylaws
for the site condominium. The town-
ship’s consulting engineer, Jeffrey
Gritter of Vrniesman & Korhom Inc.,
sent Gaines Community Development
Director Dan Wells an email in July
outlining some recommended require-
ments for the project.

One of them would require Koetje

of thas Progress was under the |L‘-idt'7'*j”f

O] llli["]‘*-l"‘

I"-i{"'[’ht'ﬂ. wWTolc ioen 1[‘1|1 wees that, “Sen

INg this extras mhn;ir"} mstitution has beer

one of the greatest honors of my hfe. Fach
day, | am mspired by vour dedication.
resithience and ows shared commitment to
make Davenport a place of excellence and

OppoOrtunit

3 IHIHHI_‘.__"L'HH said that the Board

[l'HHT.L’L"'~ \‘mlli t‘k_‘L'Hl xtﬂlt_hh!'.“_‘_-‘ A --._-,’:nkrﬁ

=

lor a new president for |

viM

” i Ui IH“I,L' 1l HH] 1S

Builders to obtain a soil erosion and
sedimentation-control permit from
the Kent County Road Commission
prior to any site work being done
Another I'Uqllirt.'mtm would be that
Koetje install sidewalk along the
project's frontage on 100th Street
and Pease Avenue.

“I'm excited to see how this comes
to fruttion,” Wells said. “Obviously
this 1s a new zoning category for ou
township. And | think we did a lof
of work to get the details right on
this. From what [’ve seen of Koetjc
Builders® previous work, | think that
they re a good fit to go through this for
the first time. A lot of stuff that they've
done already would meet most of ou
standards for architectural detailing
50, | think this should be a good expe-
rience to go through for the first time.”

“In the lots, there’s kind of a mix.
There are some that are 60 feet wide
and some that are 82 feet wide .

The 82-foot lots allow for the pos-
sibility of some three-stall garages,”
Male said.

He added that Koetje Builders
will be constructing all of the site’s
attached condominiums. And the
detached buildings likely will be sold
to other construction companies.

“He doesn’t have total control of
what gets built there, but it will have to
meet all of the restrictions,” Male said.
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! b Barry-Roubaix-affiliated event
1 Y scheduled; Registration open now
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cornerstonechurch ”‘
| we're casual. come as you are. - 'V icRinan Zibe
| i FES I/ VAL
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l

One Church * Three Locations llegan County Fairgrounds

| - T |
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Caledonia | Grand Rapids | Wyoming
Workshops Special Events &
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HRav wase horn on June . ' | ok 7 VIO ey crossroad Robertson/Garbow) Mid
16,1958 in Hastings, M 1 > —gerd (Gina) Blough; sisters-in dleville. Treasures 1o be found includ
15950 ' | r‘ I £ | . 4 - 2 . _ ! .. \ L L > La # W - ] ' i I\ -iele

Hichard an 1 Riln do : . . _ f"n:’}ll.‘%rf['kldflT‘-a, erennials, antique vin
Chard and Eivira Blough. He vanderveen (Shawn) oiding, Decks, Roofing, etc. Licensed [ '

graduated from [ hornapple- 1 | 30 Years Tom : G OAD? - tage sheet music, books and collect
Kellogg High School. Ray proth I-idaw, Sherman iDles, art supplies, children’s books

IOVE( , enaint e with T | (Laurie) VanderVeen camping, garden, holiday, household.
Trj:;:h.rij'.; [:n:rll jfti:rjrn?ll,lz“ J miliil””” - nieces and nepnews, Jake COMMERCIAL-RENT jewelry, inens, rock collection, tools
that was in the form of a spirited game | f (,Jlf:n'rn“fer;; 1B|'-?”J(]h. _H'Hd'?’ OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT: 7884 solar Pa”?"&- ﬁ‘i-ﬁ-_’“ clothing _ﬂ“ at low
of cribbage, camping trips with the travel Blough; Logan, Nolan VanderVeen. Eastern Ave, Suite A,B Grand Rapids. iow prices! No early sales. Bring a
trailer or hunting and fishing throughout rie was preceded in death by both $20.00 ANNUAL /SF 2205 sqff inend and come have funi

Michigan. He was mechanically inclined and  Parents, his in-laws, and his brothers, avallable. RE/Max of Grand Rapids

enjoyed tackling projects around the house Russell and Larry Margaret Peric (616)204-9792 margo- MOVING SALE Saturday, Auqust

and neighborhood. Ray was known for his Ray will be remembered as a man peric@remax.net 16th at Bam. 7472 ..sr...-.:.gm{;ni St.. SE

unigque sense of humor: those who knew of quiet strength, incredible wit and a Caledonia. Tools, furniture, decor,
him well can attest. generous spirit. According to his wishes, WANTED and more.
While the bulk of his career was spent there will be no services. Condolences may |
at STOCK Building Supply, he also drove be sent online at www.mkdfuneralhome WANTED 10 BUY: Standing Timber. AUTOS
school bus for a period of time and enjoyed com. CF””SC'?”“OUS imber harvester. Saw
Mill Office- 517-254-4463. DODGE RAM TRUCK: 2001 Cum-

mins Turbo diesel. Great shape,
% cl GARAGE SALES runs good! 196,000 miles. $21,500
nyaer onuments (269)420-8932

Homen 4 Loved One that will Tast o Lifetisne GARAGE/ BARN SALE August 21st

P Shaltrrie {ift Lakay. Tor —
on
Q ‘sgltmg, designing, and installing quality monuments Ad.. Shelbyville (Gun Lake). Home CAMPERS/RVS

M

-._‘.i':.

+ Granite Staging Items - Furniture - Wall Art - 1988 AVIAN Model X 34’ RV for sale

+ Personalized Designs Clocks - Mirrors - Name Brand Cloth- Updated plumbing. New tires. Needs

 Laser Etched Portraits ing - Outdoor Furniture & Decorations TLC. $8.000 OBO. 269-993-2529
Free State Wide Delivery - Pottery - Bedding - Antiques - Toma-

* Convenient In-Home Service toes and Other Garden Veggies
* Serving Ml Residents Since 1979

s ELE R E -

Caledonia, Ml
Randy & Diana Snyder

(616) 291-2425 YOU’RE NOT JUST OUR READERS.

B e e You’re our friends, our family, our neighbors... and
our future.
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Aug TOPS magazine litled "Weight Bias
About 40% of United States adults live
with obesity. And, unfortunately, weight
DIas and stigmas permeate all areas

1 sSOC J,f | SNOWS U I ine f'riﬁfji.:j, 18
healthcare. in the actions of bullies and
even in your own home

I he [,1’.'/",.F'Jf;|fﬂ’_;rf'_;:'-1| toll of [”,;fjlflfj Jti"’if"_}Fjr"_'i

(or judging yourself), only fuels the
JNCIOUS -',{;’I’,!F_: "f'/*f_i;if"}f\':‘ “;?iqrr!H, OF SIZeISiT),
S a discrimination based on body size.
Unfortunately, it 1s a socially accepted
lorm of sizeism. It affects quality of life
leading to isolation and feeling low. Low
sell-esteem can lead 0 depression,
Anxiety, supstance apuse, and Iht"}!_ﬂ_’__}h{.‘-’-_ﬁ,
of suicide. Eating patterns are affected
with yo-yo cycles. It can lead to binge
eating. Medical care can suffer if the
doctor doesn't empathize and find the
care you need 1o achieve your goal.
Self-awareness and self kindness will
overcome harmiul self-esteem iIssues
and overall health.

i *H_'l‘
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CALE
LIBRARY BONANZA
BOOK SALE!

Friends of the Library only Pre-Sale
Friday, August 22 3-5 pm
Membership can be purchased at the door

Public Sale, Saturday,
August 23, 10-2pm.

20 FREE books to teachers/educators with ID

Courtesy of the Caledonia Friends of the
Library!
KDL Caledonia Branch
6260 92nd. St. Caledonia, Ml 49316
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THE SUN AND NEWS Saturday, August 9, 2
s et Tor cach oy o ey = ‘Rock the Block’ event set for this Saturday

Downtown Hastings will again be the site of a "Rock the Block™

! Wit HIQlGT g 1 phale as | street dance on Saturday, Aug. 9, on South Jefferson Street in front
;f:* " ﬂ"i:‘; : ﬂ = 5 l 01‘_l5ull Moon S;llmm- | -
Py i e | I'he event will celebrate the newly 1ssued *“social district license™
C g degy et S0 il e s at Full Moon Saloon, according to organizers.

A e - S iy Music will begin at 6 p.m. on Aug. 9 with the mellow sounds of
Jlaiely Dy e | o ol | Lew Russ, followed by the Grand Rapids-based group, Mustang

AW F A - - I' - — .
a3 leneas ina for anvone interested in a |  Band from Grand Rapids.
aroup that suoports weiaht-loss iournevs withot! Oreganizers stated the Aug. 9 event will be the third and final street
410 L) i 1819198 5 YV 4 LIS A", & 1 155 yo ¥ LI - = _ - '
chame party event for the 2025 summer season, though plans are alread)

Anyone with questions may call Virginia, 269-908- underway for the 2026 summer series.
8036, or Maryellen, 616-318-3545. The first meeting Rock the Block 1s a function of the Hastings Business Connection.
is free sponsor of the Girls” Night Out and Jingle Mingle events. — DM

'LOCAL CHURCH DIRECTORY

Caledonia
Vine Street Church

ALASKA BAPTIST cornerstonechurch

CHURCH _ : '
Join us in person or online

Sundays 9:50 & Tlam

Sarvice Times Join us for our traditional yer casual worship

Sunday at 9:30 AM & 6:00 PM service, in person or online,

at 2:00 am

1675 84th St. SE
Caledonia, Ml 49316
cornerstonemi.org/weekend

9, www.alaskabaptist.org
o 71240 68th Street SE, Caledonia

FIRST s

BAPTIST 10:30 AM

Middleville

250 Vine Street 6G16-891-8669

R, Good Shepherd
7. Lutheran Church

908 W. Main Streer, Middleville
(Missouri ‘ﬁ'twd '?

Sunday Worship. ............... 9:30 a.m.

, HOLY FAMILY
3/ CATHOLIC CHURCH

09669 Kraft Ave., Caledonia
Phone: 616-891-9259

www.holyfamilycaledonia.org

Saturday Evening Mass ..........c.evee... 3:00 p.m.

Pastor: Rob Wurst Sunday Masses........... 9:00 am. & 11:00 a.m.

. N | . http://goodshepherdlcms.googlepages.com
Livestream: facebook.com/firstbaptistmiddleville Chirch: (269) 7905-2391
FBCMIDDLEVILLE.NET - 5215 M37 - 269-795-9726 s - P el

Considering becoming Catholic?
Call or see our website for information.

Sunday Worship:

E' 8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.
J O U R N E Y C H U R C H ol ﬁ:i:.:*" 2 'Y Fellowship
i' 9:45 to 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School
10 to 10:45 a.m.

(@ gf;.ﬁi’aul Lutheran Church
& Preschool

8436 Kraft Ave., Caledonia, M1 49316
Office 616-891-8688 * Preschool (616) 891-8688
www.stpaulcaledonia.org

Yankee Springs Bible Church

8900 Duftty Road
Middleville, M1 49333

Caledonia Location -
2185 Cherry Valley Ave SE
:15am and 11:00 am

= — e —_— - ew = m

Middleville Location -
1664 M-37
9: 30 am and 11:00 am

THORNAPPLE VALLEY

CHURCH

MIDDLEVILLE

SERVICE TIMES:
sunday at 9:30am & 11:00am
20 State Street, Middleville, Ml / www.tvcweb.com

Sundays at 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 AM
Lead Pastor: Pastor Ryan Kimmel
616.891.8119
6950 Cherry Valley Rd., Middleville, MI 49333
peacechurch.cc

"f)‘hfnr'ng Forth God's 1 dghe”

Sunday Morning Worship.......ccccceiivinninnn 10:00 a.m.
Community Group .. .. 11:00 a.m.

James L. Collison, Pastor

www.yankeespringsbiblechurch.org



http://www.sunandnews.com
http://www.aiaskabaptist.org
cornerstonemi.org/weekend
facebook.com/rirstbapttstmiddleviile
FBCMIDDLEVILLE.NET
http://goodshepherdlcms.googlepages.com
http://www.tvcweb.com
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SAVE THE DATE

Daily News - View Newspaper Group is hosting

CRAFT BEER
AND WINE FEST{

Saturday, October 11, 2025

2-/ PM, TIVOLI SQUARE, DOWNTOWN GREENVILLE

ADVANCE TICKETS:

NE\VWSPAPER GROUP'S CRAFT BI ND W VIP ADMISSION $50
Includes one hour early entry,

exclusive food and drink pairing
@ﬁtOBorfeﬁt | experience, Hops & Grapes 101 with local
brewer, commemorative Bottles Brews
— 202.) — | & News Oktoberfest lanyard, souvenir

glass, five drink sample tickets and food

SPONSORED BY: GENERAL ADMISSION $30
IFUINOUREL DT, Includes souvenir glass, five drink
sample tickets and food

The event ISABELLA
benefits B/ ANK Scan QR code or visit

thedailynews.cc/oktoberfest
Rotary Club Local. Growing. Staying. - for tickets
of Greenville

EVENT HO;TED BY;  EVENT BENEFITS . Sponsorshlps évaﬂable
DAILY NEWS Rotar Contact Amber Rood at
y 2 .
VEIEWewspaper Group ub of Greenville, M arood@thedailynews.cc or at 616-548-8257
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Life EMS Ambulance employees Aidan McMartin and Christopher Johnson
flash smiles on a sunny evening lTuesday.

SPLASH

Continued from Page 1

- e — e —

attended the festivities.

'As always, the Kent County
Sherift’s Office hosted the local
Night Out event. Organizers say it
raises awareness about crime preven-
tion and builds relationships between
the community and public safety
personnel.

“We’ve got lots of people here and

several businesses (are represented),”

Sgt. Scott Dietrich said. “We’ve

got police, fire, EMS, tow trucks.
We’ve got our Search & Rescue and
mounted units over here. We’ve got
our Marine Patrol unit, we’ v«
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our Technical Services unit — which
1s our drone team. Our dive unit

1S over there, our TAC (Tactical
Apprehension & Confrontation) team
armored vehicle 1s here.”

The Kent County Sheriff’s Office
has been hosting the local event
since 2010. It has taken place outside
South Christian High School the past
four years.

Gaines Township Trustee Rob
DeWard and his wife attended the
Night Out event. He said several
people from various governmental
and nonprofit agencies were there.

“Everybody’s enjoying them-
selves,” he said. “A lot of free stuff
for kids. We just come to this every
year and enjoy 1t.”

e LOCAL TRUSTED ROOFING COMPANY WITH 115+ YEARS
INTHE BUSINESS A ke oL,

« 10 YEAR SERVICE GUARANTEE ON ALL WORKMANSHIP

» WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE COMPANYS

e FRIENDLY, HONEST & EXPERIENCED TEAM

« WIDE RANGE OF ROOFING / EXTERIOR OPTIONS

e FULLY LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

» A+ RATING WITH BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

- L_ ‘._\ L -_- -_ g '. "‘-.i'.'! g .,. i_-u-_ ‘I‘_--.:. i ot I
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© VISIT US ONLINE: SHERRIFFGOSLIN.COM/BATTLECREEK

Saturday, August 9, 2025
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Trustee Rob DeWard, on the right, was one of several Gaines lownship

officials who enjoyed the South Kent Night Out.

Visit us online at www.Sunandnews.com

FREE LENSES
 WITH THE
PURCHASE OF A
FRAME AUGUST
1ST-AUGUST l'
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drad Bliek of Hopkins and Haley Green of Zeeland show
off their number one T-shirts at Gun Lake Wednesday after
finishing as the top male and female point scorers during
the 2025 summer Wayland Road Runners season. Photo
by Brett Bremer

THE SUN AND NEWS
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Road Runners wrap season with annual Gun Lake pichic

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Brad Bliek of Hopkins and Haley Green of

Zeeland were handed the 2025 Wayland Road
Runners I-shirts with the big number one on the
back in the pavilion at Murphy’s Point on Gun
lLake Wednesday evening.

Bliek was the male and Green the female points
leader for the Road Runners’ summer season. The
club finished its 29th season with its annual fun
run and potluck at Gun Lake.

Runners took on two-, three-, four-mile runs or
whatever they saw fit along State Park Drive and
Gun Lake Road. The long runs took Road Runners
from the Murphy’s Point parking area to just beyond
Tom's Meat Market on Gun Lake Road southeast
of the entrance to the Yankee Springs park entrance.

I'he Road Runners once again began the summer
of running the first week of June at Wayland Union
High School and continued to get together every
Wednesday evening throughout June and July. The

program included short runs, long runs, track runs.
1’L.‘|;I} runs and more [hnu!;‘hmil

Points are kept each week for showing up and
finishing runs. The top 24 runners were awarded
numbered T-shirts for their placing during the end
of season picnic.

Bliek and Green both moved to the top of the
points standings in early July. For Bliek this is his
second straight summer at the top of the standings

I he Road Runner club was once again headed
by long-time area high school and track and field
coach Ray Antel.

At least 30 folks took part in Wednesday’s fun
run, and many more friends and family in attendance
for the picnic. Rather than keeping time of tallying
points, Antel spent the half hour, give or take, mak-
ing sure the hot dogs were ready for supper when
the runners returmed to Murphy’s Point.

Antel made sure to let everyone know at the end
of the evening that the 2026 season, the 30th club
season, will begin the first Wednesday in June.
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ot (=] GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP
2 | NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Gaines Charter Township Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to

consider the following request:
S¢an our QR code

to find your

perfect invitation! summary of Request: Special Land Use request to build a 15,000 square foot

residential accessory building in the ARR zoning district
3429 Loretta View Drive, Caledonia, Ml 49316
41-22-14-100-058

Brad Miedema

- < o 14 B it | Date and Time of Hearing: August 28th, 2025, at 7:00 pm

- R — e A 5 R — A —————

Sitmply Perf'ect

WEDDING INVITATIONS

Property Address:
Parcel Number:
Applicant:

Location of Hearing: Gaines Charter Township Offices, Board Room

8555 Kalamazoo Avenue SE, Caledonia. Ml 49316

Any interested party may appear and be heard on said proposal. Information
related to this request may be inspected, by appt., during regular business hours
at the Planning Department window located in the Gaines Charter Township
Offices. For information related to this request, contact Dan Wells at (616) 980-
6188 or dan.wells@gainestownship.org. To be entered into the public record,
signed written comments must be received by 5:00 PM on August 28th, 2025.

Created just for your big day, we've put together sets of
stunning wedding invitations to perfectly match your style.

PRINTING BY “~<we.
\ . Persons with disabilities needing special accommodations should contact Kim
&Wﬁ/ O K Triplett at (616) 698-6640 one week prior to the meeting to request mobility, visual

or any other assistance.

www.printingbypennylane.com
ginad@pennylaneprinting.com
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Chief Noonday Chapter set to
cut more trail next Saturday

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

A July work day managed to clear
about half of the mile and a half of
planned new North Country National
Scenic Trail (NCT) in Middleville, and
a second work day 1s on the horizon.

The Chief Noonday Chapter of the
North Country Trail Association i1s set
to host a chapter work day Saturday,
Aug. 16, in the woods between the

pleased with the day’s progress.

The chapter will supply some tools,
but volunteers are asked please bring
mattocks or pulaskis if they have
them, as well as lopping shears, prun-
ing shears or pruning saws. It 1s also
recommended to bring sturdy gloves
and wear long pants and sleeves even
1fit’s warm; plan to wear sunscreen and
bug spray; and bring plenty of water
and snacks.

— a

Saturday, August 9, 2025 9

—

e . - | - - kY L -
h - ¥ - { § = L T \ -
u - w . a k
h . - y - E o ." s R—ﬁ Sl -

Volunteers cut new trail across a hillside on the planned reroute of the
North Country National Scenic Trail between the Crane Road trailhead and
downtown Middleville during the NCTA Chief Noonday Chapter's work day

current Crane Road trail head and

downtown Middleville.
The new section of trail will travel

The workday will begin at the NCT
trailhead on Crane Road, east of Whit-
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through a mix of private and public
property between Crane Road and
Sheridan Street near Mount Hope
Cemetery in Middleville, allowing
NCT hikers to avoid what has become
a busy stretch of Crane Road between
Whitneyville Avenue and M-37.

The work for the second month 1n a
row will consist mainly of clearing a
4-foot wide and 8-foot tall area through
the forest — clearing brush and also
benching the way across the many hilly
sections of the trail.

A June workday drew about 25 volun-
teers who cut trail for about three hours
through the brush south of Crane Road,
and NCT organizers were extremely

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF BARRY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate
CASE NO. and JUDGE 25-30177-DE
Judge William M. Doherty
Court address: 206 West Court Street,
#302,
Hastings, M| 49058
Court telephone no.: 269-945-1390
Estate of Kenneth E. Piccard. Date of
birth: May 3, 1956.
TO ALL CREDITORS:
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent,
Kenneth Piccard, died 11/15/2023.
Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the estate will be
forever barred unless presented to Ruth
A. Piccard, personal representative, or to
both the probate court at 206 West Court
Street, Hastings, M|l 49058 and the personal
representative within 4 months after the
date of publication of this notice.
Date: August 5, 2025
Michelle M. Lupanoff P72716
4251 Cascade Road SE
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49056
(616) 361-2432
Ruth A. Piccard
9910 108th Street SE
Middleville, Michigan 49333
(616) 581-7890

neyville Ave and just west of the youth
baseball fields at the end of the road.
Work 1s set to start at 9:30 a.m. and
continue on until “around lunchtime.”
There are also plans for an optional
breakfast meet-up at Thornapple
Kitchen in Middleville at 8 a.m.
Contact Ryan Bowles for more infor-
mation at chiefhoondaytrailmanager@

gmail.com.
A third trail workday 1s planned for

Sept. 20, 1deally to finish up the project.

616-891-0150

BUSINESS HOURS:
Monday - Friday: 8 AM fo S PM

Complete
Collision Repair

110 Johnson Street SE
Caledonia, Ml 49316

Your trusted Body Shop for
over 32 years

Correction:

Everett Wells was amember of the
Caledonia Baseball Softball League
| 1U All-Star squad that placed third
in this summer’s Michigan District 9

in July. The work continues during an August work day planned for Saturdaay,
Aug. 16. Photo provided

Little League Baseball Tournament.
Wells was inadvertently left off the
list of players in last week’s Sun and
News story about the team that closed
the summer with a third-place finish.

Thornapple Township is seeking a qualified
resident to fill the position of

AN
SouNTY ¥

The responsibilities include:

=%/ TOWNSHIP CLERK

e Record the minutes of the Township Board meetings

e Manage all Township records
e Maintain the General Ledger
Administer elections
FOIA coordinator
Manage cemetery
Process payroll
Accounts payable

Additional Clerk duties can be found on the Township website:

thornappletownship.com/jobs

Please submit resumes with a letter of interest to :

office@thornapple-twp.org

This position will be open until filled.

Thornapple Township | 200 E. Main Street Middleville | Ml 49333 (269) 795-7202
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Ihe CAL SELECT 7U flag football team huddles up during day two of the
AAU Junior Olympics at Rice University in Houston, Texas, July 26.

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The CAL SELECT 7U flag football
team was the lone 7U team representing
the state of Michigan July 25-26 at the
AAU Junior Olympic Games at Rice
University in Houston, Texas.

Earning a spot in the Junior Olympics
marked the third time the team had
earned a spot 1n a national competition.
It was a tough first day of pool play in
Texas for the Caledonia youngsters. In
the end they were downed in their first
bracket play contest, 12-7 by an SUBU
team, 1n a game in which the Cal team

Thank You for Making ﬂlll
Annual Goll ﬂllllll!l d SUCCess!

We're graieful to everyone who
supported this year’s event —
sponsors, volunteers, players, and

community members!

Scan the QR code to
2 see all of our amazing
== partners & sponsors.

had a 7-0 lead in the first half.

Reports from Houston are that the
boys gave it everything they had
against some really talented teams.

The CAL SELECT team earned its
spot 1n the Junior Olympics with a
championship performance at the 2025
Super Hero Sports (SHS) Battle at the
Big House inside Michigan Stadium in
Ann Arbor July 13.

The CAL SELECT program sent six
teams to the Battle at the Big House and
all six earned trophies for top three fin-
1shes. The 7U, 6U, and 9U Gold teams
won titles. The 9U Purple team and 10U
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The CAL SELECT /U flag football team Celebrates its champronqhnp at mw
SHS Battle at the Big House July 13 inside Michigan Stadium in Ann Arbor. The
Caledonia squad earned a spot in the AAU Junior Olympics with the Victory:.
It was one of three championship performances by CAL SELECT teams at
the event as the 6U and 9U Gold teams also took first place. Photos provided

team scored runner-up finishes. The
program’s 8U team was third.

All six of those teams qualified for
a national tournament at some point
during the 2025 season.

Cal SELECT Flag Football president
Brian Michael Walsh said, the 7U team
really stood out as the only 7U team
from the state to qualify for a spot in
Houston.

“Their journey is a testament to the
power of youth sports and the grow-
iIng momentum of flag football in our
state,” Walsh said.

“This achievement is part of a much
larger success story. CAL SELECT is
a competitive travel flag football pro-
gram founded just over a year ago to
help the most dedicated young players

Work day to clear invasives
from near Hall Lake Saturday

An outing in the woods will be hosted
by the Michigan DNR for volunteers to
helpremove invasive shrubs that threaten
habitatat Hall Lake in the Yankee Springs
Recreation Area Saturday, Aug. 16.

The session is slated to run from 10
a.m. until noon.

in our area take their physical, mental.,
and emotional development to the next
level. In a short time, we’ve built a
program that’s producing regional and
national results.”

The CAL SELECT program had its
6U and 10U teams place third at the
2024 SHS Battle atthe Big House. This
2025 season included championships
from the 7U team and the 9U Purple
team at the Great Lakes Flag Football
Summer Kickoff Classic; the 6U team
at the West Michigan Flag Football
Championship; and from the 7U and
9U Gold teams in the 7v7 contests
at the SHS Summer Nationals. The
program had a number of runner-up
and third-place finishes throughout the
season too.

Long-sleeve shirts, long pants and
closed-toed shoes are highly recom-
mended for volunteers.

Volunteers are instructed to park at
the winter sports parking area near
10100 Gun Lake Rd.

Contact Tyler Lidgard for more 1n-
formation or to register for the event
by email at LidgardT@Michigan.
gov. — BB
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Brewfest pairs with M66 Unlque Anthue flea market

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The beverage list 1s finally settled.

The volunteer list 1s nearly full.

The ninth annual Barry County Brew-
fest opens at noon Saturday, Aug. 16, in
downtown Nashville. This is the second
time the Barry County Chamber and
Economic Development Alliance (BC-
CEDA) traveling adult beverage festival
will be in town. It last hit the streets of
downtown Nashville in 2019.

The Barry County Brewfest was first
held in Middleville in 2016, and currently
rotates each year between Nashville, Hast-
ings, Middleville and Delton.

Theeventruns fromnoonto 5 p.m. Tick-
ets for the event can be purchased online
at mibarry.com/brewfest/. Tickets are $30
(plus some online fees) or $40 at the event.

Being that volunteers are granted entry
into the event after their shift, there con-
tinues to be no lack for volunteer help
according to BCCEDA business manager
Kim Martin. The group of volunteers this
summer includes members of the Maple
Valley Junior High football program.
Event organizers like to get a local group
to help with the event teardown at the end
of the day.

Martin said Maple Valley Athletic
Boosters president Tal Gearhart suggested
the middle school football program as it 1s
looking to fundraise to help pay for bussing
to games this fall. The chamber will make
a donation and also allow the football pro-
gram to take the returnable cans and bottles
from the event to collect the deposit.

The Maple Valley Athletic Boosters
will have a big part in the day’s festivities
hosting a food tent alongside Brewfest
with plans to serve items like hot dogs,
chicken wings and french fries.

The Brewfest is being held in conjunc-
tion with the 66 Unique Flea Market
along M-66 1n Nashville Saturday. That
event runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There
will be an antique tractor show as well as
food vendors, music and the three antique
shops indowntown Nashville will be open
downtown visitors too.

“We do this because we wanna bring
people into different parts of Barry County,
and hopetully in doing that they’re gonna
visit the business in the area ... Hopefully
some of the restaurants in Nashville get
some foottraffic from Brewfest. Hopefully,
some of the stores get some foot traffic
from Brewtfest. That 1s what we’re hoping
for from 1t. Then again, it gets people from
other parts of the state or different places
mnto the Barry County area.”

- —Water Heaters
~ —Humidifiers

m

Barry County Brewfest returns to downtown Nashville for the second time In
the event’'s history. It will run in conjunction with the M66 Unique Antique Flea

Market Saturday, Aug. 16. Brewfest was lastin Nashvillein 2019. Photo provided

Livemusic will be performed by Silent-  too with offerings from Founders, Bell’s,
Bark during the Brew{est. New Holland Brewing Co., Short’s, etc.

Martin said the event 1s up from 35 A local addition to the line-up this year
beverage vendorsto 38 thissummer—with  1s Brothers Brew, anon-alcoholicbrewery
a Michigan focus as usual and a special  based out of Hastings with a mission to
emphasis on local breweries and the like  provide alcohol-free options while also
including places like Walldorft Brewpub,  putting an emphasis on helping veterans
Glass Creek Winery and Breweryand Gull ~ through the business. Brothers Brew bev-

Lake Distillery. The big boys will be there  erages on the menu include their signature

WE’RE HERE FOR
ALL YOUR HEATING AND
COOLING NEEDS

Residential & Commermal

—Gas Furnaces
—Gas Boilers
—Air Conditioners

—Heat Pumps
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B HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. S T
DEWEERDHTG.COM  269-792-2234 .' BUSINESS
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hoppy “lcy Hops™ as well as “Pink Mist,”
a hibiscus and lime forward beverage.

While the ninth Brewfest is just a week

away, plans are already underway for the
tenth to come to Hastings Aug. 8, 2026.

PUBLIC NOTICE
GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING SYNOPSIS
July 2025

The Gaines Charter Township Board
neld a regular meeting on Monday, July 14,
2025, and took the following actions.

1. Reviewed the Consent Agenda

2. Approved the Meeting Agenda

3. Discussed the Kent District Library
Annual Report

4. Held a public hearing on Authentix
Gaines Planned Unit Development (PUD)
Rezoning

5. Held a public hearing on 1264 100th
Street Southeast Rezoning

6. Approved the consent agenda

7. Approved the Authentix Gaines PUD
rezoning request.

8. Adopted the ordinance to rezone
1264 100th Street from Agricultural Rural
Residential to Village Residential.

9. Approved the Preliminary Major Con-
dominium Plan for Dutton Center Phase 2.

10. Set a Public Hearing for August 11,
2025 for a zoning ordinance text amend-
ment.

11. Set a Public Hearing for August 11,
2025 for text amendments to the Code of
Ordinances for Early Starts for multi-family
with the removal of bond language in the
amendments.

12. Approved the tentative preliminary
plat phase 3 for Hoffman Meadows.

13. Approved the Water and Sewer con-
tracts 3 and 4 for Prairie Wolf Station.

14. Approved entering into a Coopera-
tive Mutual Aid Agreement for Fire Control.

15. Approved the planned maintenance
agreement with Cummins for the Gaines
Charter Township Fire Department.

16. Approved fronting up to $10,000 to
organize a laste of Gaines Festival for
September 27, 2025 dependent on attor-
ney review.

17. Allowed the Supervisor, Township
Clerk, and Township Treasurer to send li-
quor license requests to the Sherrif patrol
for the Taste of Gaines event only.

18. Adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m.

The Gaines Charter Township Board
held a regular meeting on Monday, July
28, 2025, and took the following actions.

1. Approved the Meeting Agenda

2. Discussed the Initiatives Review Doc-
ument

3. Discussed the Gaines Charter Town-
ship Fire Department Additional Staffing

4. Discussed the Gaines Charter Town-
ship Fire Department Capital Replacement

5. Discussed the Township Initiatives

6. Discussed the Parks and Trails Com-
mittee Initiatives

7. Discussed the Road Repair Funding

8. Discussed the Board Member Initia-
tives

9. Adjourned the meeting at 6:51 p.m.

A complete copy of the minutes of these
meetings and any resolutions or ordinanc-
es adopted at the meeting are on file and
available for review at the Gaines Charter
Township office, 8555 Kalamazoo Avenue
SE, Caledonia, Michigan 49316. Ordi-
nances, meeting schedules, meeting min-
utes, and other Township information are
also available at www.gainestownship.org.

Michael Brew
Gaines Charter Township Clerk
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