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New TK supe hits
the ground running

Karen Turko-Ebright
Staff Writer

With five years of experience as a
school superintendent, Rob Pouch
hit the ground running as Thornapple
Kellogg Schools” new leader from the
day he started on July 1. With his first
board of education meeting on July 21
in the rearview mirror, Pouch said he
continues moving ahead.

“First and foremost, I’'m blessed.
It’s no secret that Middleville has an
amazing staff and gorgeous facilities,
and we have a board that has the best
interest in doing what’s best for kids,”
Pouch said.

“And that’s important for success.
Those are all good foundational skills
we want all our school systems to
have.”

Pouch has served as the superinten-
dent of Morrice Area Schools for the
last five years and as the principal at
Linden Middle School from 2017 to
2021.

On April 29, the Thornapple Kellogg
School Board voted unanimously at

See SUPE on 5
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Dan Larabel of Allen Edwin Homes explains to the Gaines Township Planning Commission how the 233-unit
Dutton Center project will roll out during a July 24 meeting. Photo by James Gemmell

Initial phase of Dutton Center
development receives final OK

James Gemmell
Contributing Writer

The Gaines Township Planning
Commission gave its final stamp of
approval for the first phase of the
Dutton Center residential project to
begin.

Planning Commission members
voted, 6-0, at their July 24 meeting
to approve the final site plan for the
233-unit mixed-use development at
the 3300 block of 68th Street. The
development is part of a proposed
five-phase project between Dutton
and Hanna Lake avenues that will
also include some commercial
development.

Gaines Community Development
director Dan Wells said the devel-
opment complies with the town-

ship’s updated master plan adopted
in 2023 that envisions a village
center being built along 68th Street.

Wells said it also comports with
the historic character of the village,
with the village-center concept
aiming to create a blend of com-
mercial and residential structures
that accommodate a walkable
neighborhood.

Dan Larabel, a land manager with
Allen Edwin Homes, presented
an update on plans for the project
on behalf of the J&A Post Family
Farm, LLC. The developer received
approval last year to have a 30-acre
parcel rezoned to provide addi-
tional flexibility in laying out the
properties.

“They can start construction on

i

utilities,” Wells said after the meet-
ing. “And once they get all the
utilities in the ground, then they
can start coming in for building
permits.”

Phase 1 will include 37 rental
townhomes, 10 fewer than what
was originally proposed in the
northeast section of the parcel.
Larabel said that will allow for
some commercial frontage to
remain intact. There will be two
neighborhood commercial build-
ings facing 68th Street, plus some
single-family detached *““veranda”
homes.

Developers also needed
approval for the site plan changes
because the Kent County Drain

See DEVELOPMENT on 3
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Twp. planners
revoke special
use permit for
home-based
business

James Gemmel|
Contributing Writer

Members of the Gaines lownship

Planning Commission voted unani-
mously at their July 24 meeting to
revoke a special use permit that allowed
loracar tiL‘I:Hhm’ busIness LO Ooperate out
of a family’s garage

| he 6-0 vote, with one member ab-
sent, came less than two years alter the
Planning Commission had approved
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100th Street property where a car-detailir 0 operation was

many without license plates

the permit in November 2023 for the
home occupation in an accessory build-
ing on the 4600 block of 100th Street
in Caledonia, just west of
Patterson Avenue.

“I don’t know if we've
had asimilar (incident) like
this in the township,” said
Connmie Giarmo, Planning
Commission chairperson.

Games Community De-
velopment director Dan
wells said the township
received a complaint from
neighbors on June 2 that
multiple vehicles and trash
were stored on the property.
He added he and Sgt. Jeff
Bylsma of the Kent County
Sheriff’s Office inspected
the property the next day.

“And, sure enough, the
report was correct,” Wells
said. “There was trash
piled up against the garage
on one side.

“But there were also
about 10 to 12 vehicles
parked around the vard ...
many of which didn’t have
(license) plates. So, they’re
considered inoperable un-

>
T
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laking place

Source: gainestownship.org

der our ordinance,” he added. “And
storing inoperable vehicles outside
ol an enclosed space is not allowed
50, there clearly was a violation
there.”

Planning commission member
lalimma Billips said the busi-
ness had committed an “outright
violation™ of its agreement with the
township,

“We ;_'I';l|'1|'?~lL.‘t| with the decision
to allow 1t in the first place,” Bil-
lips said. “And we truly, honestl
believed that, if it was exactly what
they said, that would be awesome.

“And from day one it sounds like.
or shortly thereafter, it just never was
what we approved.”

According to Wells, the special
use permit allowed property owners
Jennifer Ranero and her husband to
store no more than one vehicle at a
time inside a carport or garage.

“Atthetime, we put the stipulation
detailing work would be restricted
to interior cleaning only and not
generating any wastewater or waste
chemicals by exterior or engine
washing,” he said.

It was one of several conditions the
township reportedly stipulated for

See PERMIT on 6
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Clement appointed as
new Cal Schools trustee

l]“. : *!"-l.:"'1'"|-‘. E%lhifll ) ; ucat
" ' 94 1 T F ' . ' -.
appomted Kvle Clement this w Ch

fll a Yacami Irusiey SCal on the o 11{’.

follow Ny a [‘-llhth,
application and
INIETVICW Process
| he appointment
was made during

a ‘*-]Hkl.i !"i.’nlfd

mecung ne Id on
luesday, July

29. The vacancy _
was created last Ayl

month when for-
TITCIII'IIHIL'L'K;IIH‘l‘“~Ik' I'L'Iiu.lh‘t{nnli-ir‘e'
the district, making her ineligible to
CONnnue serving.

Clement will serve the remaindes
Of Is1c's unexpired term through De
31, 2026. He previously served as a
Caledonia Community Schools Board
| rustee from 2016 to 2

20772 Durn
his six-year tenure, he was an activi
membero lliL.‘ itmllunmf Bond Com

MItees, where he contributed to bude et
thjk L‘|H|‘_H'I'1L'1'|i_ |HIIL‘-]L‘I M Inane '.1[ [ul.m
Hm_g_'_ and O\ ersight of bond-funded
Projecis,

“His experience brings valuable
continuity and msight into the distric
ongoing strategic efforts.” wrote stafl
In a district-wide email.

In addition to his past board service.
Clement L‘lll'lt.‘ml} serves on the Cale
donia Township Planning Commission
and 1s involved with the Caledonia
Youth Sports Association.

“We were fortunate to have a strong

group of applicants, and we appreciate

the time and interest shown by every
candidate,” said Board President Tim
Morris. “Kyle brings a calm, collabora-
tive approach and a deep commitment

to doing what is best for all students.”
For more information about the

Caledomia Board of Education. visit
calschools.org. — KTE

All agvertising in The Sun and News is subjec!
to the conditions in the applicable rate card
Oof advertising contract, copies of which are
available from The Sun and News Ad Dept., 1351
N. M-43 Hwy. . Hastings, Ml 49058 ( 260-045-
9554). This newspaper reserves the right not 1o
accept an agvertiser s order. Our ad takers have
Nno autharity to bind this newspaper and only
publication of an ad conslilutes acceptance of
the adverltiser's order,
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Gaines Twp. officials discuss public safety

James Gemmell
Contributing Writer

Gaines Township officials have until
November to finalize its 2026 budget,
with preliminary discussions begin-
ning in earnest at a special meeting
of the township board of trustees on
Monday, July 28.

The board hosted a workshop session
Monday night, with various township
staffers, police officials and firefighters
(n attendance.

“By Labor Day, I will present to the
board budgets for the five funds that the
township operates under,” Township
Manager Rod Weersing said.

The public safety budget was the
primary topic of discussion atthe meet-
ing. Township Fire Chief Ken Van Hall
gave a presentation on a fire department
staffing proposal that calls for the ad-
dition of three full-time employees at
the Cutlerville Fire Station — or one
firefighter per shift. One part-time posi-
tion would be moved from that station
over to the Dutton Fire Department.

Van Hall said the proposal addresses
an urgent need for increased staffing to
meet the growing demand for public
safety in Kent County’s fastest-grow-
ing township. He added state standards

staffing, budget at special meeting

require that fire departments have at
least fourmembers on the scene ofafire
before they enter a burning building.
But Gaines Township firefighters may
have to wait for additional personnel
to arrive on the scene, due to staffing
shortages.

Van Hall compared the ability to re-
spond to an emergency to a chair with
three legs. One leg involves personnel,
another leg is the training, and the third
leg is the fire apparatus and facilities.

“Any creak in that causes the chair to
tip,” he said. “Right now, with the way
we’re staffed, we’re not getting enough
people on the scene to take care of
the problem. It’s really compromising
firefighter safety.”

Several new residential and com-
mercial buildings are being built 1n
Gaines Township, and more are in the
planning stage. Van Hall said that will
put an even greater demand on first-
responders in responding to fire and
rescue calls.

Township Manager Rod Weersing
estimated it will cost the township
about $130,000 per each additional
staff member.

Supervisor Bob Terpstra said he and
Weersing met with Van Hall recently

DEVELOPMENT

Continued from Page 1

Commission required a stormwater
retention basin to be expanded.

The stormwater runoff would be
collected in a detention basin in
the northeast section of the Dutton
Center PUD’s first phase.

“So, we’re kind of in that final
stretch,” Larabel said. “(Kent County)
Road Commission approval has been
obtained. The Drain Commission,
we’re right there on the finish line with
them. We’re receiving our final per-
mits to start construction here this fall,”

Allen Edwin Homes i1s in the pro-
cess of completing the construction
of Phases I and Il of the Thornapple
Farms subdivision immediately south
of the Dutton Center project.

The first phase of the Dutton Center
subdivision reportedly will be built
concurrently with the third phase of

the Thornapple Farms development.
That would provide an interconnected
public roadway network between
Dutton and Hanna Lake avenues.
“They need to connect another road
from the Thornapple Farms subdivi-
sion to the south through this area,
so they have a second emergency-
access point off Dutton Avenue,”
Wells said. “They’re going to hit
their 30-house limit. Until they have
that second connection, they can’t
build any more houses.™
Representatives with Michiana LLC,
a subsidiary of Allen Edwin Homes,
also recently proposed building the sec-
ond phase of the Dutton Center subdivi-
sion as a site condominium, instead of
as a plat. Phase 2 would have 51 single-
family residential lots in the southern
section of the development, including
a mix of ranch, two-story and bi-level
homes with three to four bedrooms and
an attached two-car garage.
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. Caledonia’s Celebration on Main
on tap this week Aug. 6-7

Cake Pops and much more.

In addition to the festivities, live
music from Easy Idle String Band
will play during on Wednesday.

On Thursday, there’s fun for the
whole family including a tractor
show, a farm animal pet and play
area. the Caledonia Farmers Market
and the Pet Parade starting at 6:30
p.m. Plus, festival-goers can enjoy
live music from Candid Antics.

Questions can be directed to
caledoniaeventsOl@gmail.com.
— KTE

Caledonia’s Celebration on Main
| is now a two-day event, slated for
Wednesday, Aug. 6 and Thursday,
Aug. 7 this week. Each might, cele-
brations will kick off on Main Street,
fittingly, at 5:30 p.m. Events will
wrap up both nights around 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday’s offerings include a
car show and Family Tavern Cruise
Night. The Taste of Caledonia will
also be displaying all kinds of tasty
treats throughout the event, includ-
ing Brink’s Ice Cream EXpress,
Sugar Momma’s Bakery, Farmgir]

fewer calls, not nearly as much going
on,” Terpstrasaid. “So, it’s time to bring
that up in 2025-26.”

Township recently applied for a
federal SAFER grant, which provides
funding to help fire departments in-
crease personnel numbers to meet

See MEETING on 7/

to discuss creating a three- to five-
year plan for addressing growth in the
township.

Weersing said the old system of hav-
ing two firefighters per each fire engine
1s outdated.

“That goes back prior to 2010, when
the township was much smaller, had

Thornapple Township is seeking a qualified
resident to fill the position of

TOWNSHIP CLERK

The responsibilities include:

« Record the minutes of the Township Board meetings
« Manage all Township records

o Maintain the General Ledger

« Administer elections

« FOIA coordinator

e Manage cemetery

« Process payroll

» Accounts payable

-

Additional Clerk duties can be found on the Township website:
thornappletownship.com/jobs

Please submit resumes with a letter of interest to :
office@thornapple-twp.org

This position will be open until filled.

— — — — — -

Thornapple Township | 200 E. Main Street Middleville | Ml 49333 (269) 795-7202
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ALASKA BAPTIST
CHURCH

Service Times
Sunday at 9:30 AM B 6:00 PM

www. alaskabaptist.org
71240 68th Street SE, Caledonia

ETRES Bk

BAPTIST 10:30 AM

Middleville

p « |
Livestream: facebook.com/firstbaptistrmiddleville

FBCMIDDLEVILLE.NET - 5215 M37 - 269-795-9726

JOURNEY JCHURCH

Caledonia Location -
Y185 Cherry Valley Ave SE
:15am and 11:00 am

Middleville Location -
1664 M-37
.30 am and 11:00 am

\umi;n' \\'.'m'alnp.

Caledonia
Vine Street Church

]u;” 115 fnr OLT lr-HililHH.iI - | c.i*-.ll,ll \*.nhhl;‘

»!IVICC, 1IN ['H_‘I""'\HH 81 HT'I'”IT.

at Y:-0l) am 165 /{;} E-:’./lth St SE

Caledonia, Ml 49316

250 Vine Street 616-891-8669 cornerstonemi.org/weekend

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church

D08 W. Main Streer. Middleville

( Missouri t‘ﬂunnu_l?

g ) . HOLY FAMILY
%.3) CATHOLIC CHURCH

9669 Kraft Ave.. Caledonia
Phone: 616-891-9259
www.holyfamilycaledonia.org

9% am

>aturday Evening Mass ................
Pastor: Rob Wursi K'.llf‘id:':l_‘\.' vasses.... :00am. & 11:00 am

hll[}I//gllﬂdhhfphfﬂlIL'I'I'IH.gﬂ[‘lgltpﬂgt"a.tHI"I"I
( hurch: (2()9) ?95'239]

Considering becoming Catholic?
Call or see our website for information

| Sunday Worship:
“ P E A c E -r 5: 30 a.m. & 1] a.m.
P Poll Dierhefin Chut | |
b e Fellowship
' C H U R C H I’f 9:45 to 10:00 a.m.

sunday School
10 to 10:45 a.m.

@ St. Paul Lutheran Church
& Preschool

| 8436 Krafl Ave,, Caledonia, M1 49316
[':.' {" . - ‘. _‘.-+ : ; . . ' : | i 1!‘.' S ';
6950 Cherry Valley Rd., Middleville, MI 4933 Oflice 616-891-8688 = Preschool (616) 891-86K¢

eacechurch.cc www.stpaulcaledonia.org

P EACECHURTCECMH.CI

Sundays at 8:00, 9:30. and 11:00 AM

Lead Pastor: Pastor Rvan Kimm
GI6.89]1 8119

ITHORNAPPLE VALLEY

CHURCH

MIDDLEVILLE

SERVICE TIMES:
sunday at 9:30am & 11:00am
20 State Street, Middleville, Ml / www.tvcweb.com

—— S — —-——'.—— - —— e — e ——

Yankee Springs Bible Church
—_— i’h"

RO00 | ubHv Roa

:’ﬂhi-f“-:'--int Ml 49333

Shining Forth God's I ight "

1000 am
L1100 a.m

Sunday Morning Worship......

L.ommunits l:inup

yJ

g v i’
/n'!?fr‘f j L.OILLsOn., 1'dstor

www.yankeespringsbiblechurch.org

. 900 p.m.
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Garden workshop
scheduled
for Aug. 10

Area residents can learn about com
;“"'-1!”'{' and SIS IT ',:‘l,*.r."!'! fertil17ers
a1 a Irece -.‘ui'lf}‘_'-iﬂi'j‘ 111

Herbalist, Michigan State Unives
sity Pollmator Champion and Mastet
Uardener Robbin Glass will lead the
"--“»HTF‘--]-H[W O "‘wliilt.i.l‘x_ \.II_:_‘ (U, from
Y10 5 pom

"\llt'lhiL'L"f- Ol 1he ¢ |i WA i|| |a'.III! O

1O Lllll]}‘lti‘w! and how 1o SOIV¢ LCOLINIMoOn
composting problems. Glass will also
k'“.[‘];lill LI aniq 1L_‘Ilill.-'a,‘[‘n and which
iertilizers are h.llmlnl L0 pollinators
attendeces 1o ask
gardening questions during the ques
tion-and-answer portion of the clas:

Attendees have the chance to win
prizes from a free drawing

he workshop will be held at the
Hastings SDA School at 904 | ermy
L.ane 1in Hastings

All are welcome to attend the class:
there 1s no need to register. For more
information, contact Glass at 517-652-
3056. VIM

(lass encourac

it A o diing dinll 455

.-.h'..-r.;..i.-..l..:l'.',i‘l'#-ll

' LIGHT TBIEI
rlusmncumnun‘

WSER PRATS « PICK UPS « ONE TOWS - WANS - SUV'S - JEEPS

| 269-381-2300 |

USED PARTS - USED TIRES ‘(

—‘i'f --"

1811 LAKE ST, 00 |

Your local agent insures your

Crops

. FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE'

fffw‘?nnr f’m;- {/Il-lr 4

CQALREB S/

Jason Parks (269) 795-8827

121 E. Main Streetl jparks@fbinsmi.com
Downtown Middleville  FarmBureaulnsurance. com
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-
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SUPE

Continued from Page 1

a special meeting to select Pouch as
their new superintendent. Newly elect-
ed members of the TK board include
trustees Katie Stanton, Keara Hilton
and Mark Price. Returning board
members who are officers are presi-
dent Derrick Brock, vice president
David Smith, secretary Brenda Hess
and treasurer Tyler Wenger.

“I was fortunate where I was able to
work the previous couple of months
closely with Mark Provost (assistant
superintendent) from a distance and -
really be in tune with what had been
going on in the district in April, May
and June,” Pouch said. “So, that
allowed me to hit the ground running
and allow me to focus on building
some relationships early on.”

Over the course of the past month,
Pouch has spent time 1n the school
buildings visiting with staff. ‘It’s been
great being able to focus on staft and
building relationships with the statt
that’s here and spending time one-
on-one with our board members and
discussing what’s important here for
Thornapple Kellogg Schools,” Pouch
said.

“As a fifth-year superintendent, you
climb to the ranks as a veteran super-
intendent,” Pouch said. “I’'m very
thankful that my previous superinten-
dent experience has also allowed me
to hit the ground running.”

While circulating through the school
buildings, Pouch had an opportunity
to meet with the nurses and talk about
the program. “That’s been one bless-
ing that came out of COVID 1s all dis-
tricts typically now have some form of
nursing program,”’ said Pouch. “That’s
been great.”

Plus, he’s been to several cabinet
meetings. “I’ve been able to listen
and learn,” he said. He also met many
people at the local Rotary club.

[n addition to aH of the staff and
community visits, Pouch attended the
Barry County Fair.

“I was just amazed at the work, the
facility, the care for the campus. It
was very nice. It was nice to see some
of our students’ work.” Pouch said
at last month’s board of education
meeting during his superintendent’s
report. “We'll call it work that they
do because it is hard work every day
of the year, all hours of the day some-
times taking care of those animals.”

Pouch added that he chit-chatted with

DUMPSTER RENTAL SNOWPLOW-
ING, Lot Clearing, Forestry, Mulching,
Brush Hog, Mowing.
Dumpsters-Solutions.com (616)283-
9712.

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION: POLE BARNS,
Siding, Decks, Roofing, etc. Licensed,
30 Years. Tom Beard (269)838-5937

STUMP REMOVAL

NEED STUMP GRINDING? Call
269-908-6227. Rooted Outdoor
Services.

BUYING WALNUT, HARD maple,
and white oak trees. WIill buy single
walnut trees. Free Estimates. Fully
Insured. Fetterly Logging 269-818-
7793.

COMMERCIAL-RENT

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT: 7884
Eastern Ave, Suite A,B Grand Rapids.
$20.00 ANNUAL /SF 2205 sqgft
available. RE/Max of Grand Rapids
Margaret Peric (616)204-9792 margo-
peric@remax.net

some of the kids and toured the fair-
grounds with board members Brock
and Wenger and saw some other com-
munity members, other superinten-
dents and had the opportunity to talk to
the local sherift’s department.

“What a great event, and there’s just
no greater joy when you go to a fair
and you have the kids talk about their
animals and the process that 1t takes
to raise those animals. Their eyes
light up, they shake your hand, they
get excited, they could talk forever,”
Pouch said. “Thank you to Tyler and
Derrick for taking time to tour Mark
and I around the campus.”

Pouch said he’s looking forward to
the new FFA barn and where that pro-
gram 1S going. He 1s eager to see how
the program expands into additional
fair presence in the future.
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BUSINESS SERVICES

WANTED TO BUY: Standing Timber.
Conscientious timber harvester. Saw
Mill Office- 517-254-4463.

FORSALE

ATV- KAWASAKI QUAD Brute Force
300. Like new, under 200 miles. Elec-
tric & pull start, $3,400. (269)986-
5218

LAWN & GARDEN

BRUSH HOG LAND Clearing, gravel
driveway grading and other skid steer
services available. Call 616-551-9523

GOLF COURSE MAINTENANCE
EMPLOYEE- All aspects of golf
course maintenance, including trim-
ming, mowing, tree removal, and
bunker work. Please see Evan and
apply in person at Saskatoon Golf
Club 9038 92nd St., Alto, MI. To set
up an appointment call 616-570-5597
or apply online at saskatoongolf.com.

'CAMPERS/RVS _

1988 AVIAN Model X 34" RV for sale.
Updated plumbing. New tires. Needs
TLC. $8,000 OBO. 269-993-2529

“Ideally, 1t would be great. Not
everybody has access to the ability to
raise animals to take to the fair. Maybe
now we’ll afford that opportunity to
individuals who maybe don’t have that
opportunity as that barn program gets
up and running down the road.”

Pouch recently sold his
house 1n Howell, Mich.
He and his wife have five
kids, and they sold their
30-acre hobby farm. They
currently reside in Ottawa
County. Their five kids
are 12, 10, 7, 4 and 10
months old.

The superintendent seat
became available this
year after former superin-
tendent Craig McCarthy
retired at the end of 2024.

— - % N S

Saturday, August 2, 2025 O

ANNIVERSARY
ANNOUNCEMENT

Wieringas
to celebrate
o0th wedding
anniversary

Paul and Sallie Wieringa were
married in Grand Rapids on August 2,
1975. They lived in Middleville for the
50 years of their marriage.

They have two children, Jennifer
and Scott Pollmann and Eric and
Nicole Wieringa. They were blessed
with seven grandachildren.

Those who would like to send
cards of congratulations can
mail them to 11054 Jackson Rd.,
Middleville, M| 49333.

e Blown-in Attic Insulation

917-983-0994

Start Saving Today ~ Use Spray Foam
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that to discharge safely. And considering
there’s a drain right behind the property;
there was some concern about that
the operation. Others included restrict- DeVries added he was concerned
ing the hours of operation to 8 am. to about what products were being used
) p.m vVionday through | riday, and the “EN entually, it’s gOoINg to soak into
vehicle stored on-site must be within a the ;_'l{mll(]_” DeVrnes sad. And 1t’s
fully enclosed structure. zOmg 1o get to the water. My well is 57

A neighbor, Terry DeVries, was the feet (deep) and it’s not going to take too
only resident to speak at a public hearing many years of multi car washings and
durmg the meeting.

“"Basically, from the day that thing
started, they have never abided by any
of the rules that are on this list.” DeVries
said. “T'here’s always been more cars
| here’s nowhere near anywhere from
5 a.m. to 5 p.m. It’s seven days a week.

“And I've seen as many as (five)
people around there working. 1 don’t
know who they are. And there’s always
been cars. I've counted as many as 20
cars on the property at one time.’

He added his main concern is about
potential contamination of the well
water 1n his yard. Wells said that is why
the township attached the condition that

greasing to get to the well.”™

Ranero pleaded for the special use
permit not 1o be revoked

“Beimng able toraise our kids ourselves
while running our business from home
has been a blessing for our family,”
Ranero said. “This is our livelihood and
helps us support our children.”

She apologized for the report of unreg-
istered vehicles and the clutter that accu-
mulated near their pole bam, adding the
family worked to clean up the area after
bemng contacted by township officials.

“We have committed to stand in com- “If this were a slight infraction, a
pliance and keep our home and business warning (might be warranted),” Billips
in good standings with township rules,”  said. “Or, if it was one additional thing.

(aines Towns nip officials said a [_:_|; Of trash '{_1,1;';_--, and loose tracl
against the east wall of the acces:

car adetalling busines

ory puillding on the site of ;
Source: gainestownship.org

But that didn’t seem to sway members

to general compliance and property
of the Planning Commission.

conditions, vehicles, equipment and
machinery.

“We have quite a few special-use
permits in the township,” Giarmo said.

only intenior cleaning would be allowed.

“Usually when you detail a car, you’ll
use solventstotry to clear off all the gunk
that’s accumulated on the engine,” Wells
saild. “And there was really no place for

Ranero said. “We feel that it would be a
premature and unfair decision to revoke
our special use permit at this stage,

especially since this is the first formal

warning we’ve received.’

But this 1s pretty disappointing and
pretty egregious, in my opinion.”

I'he action to revoke the special use
permit was done under a section of the
township zoning ordinance pertaining

“and 1f we want our residents to take
seriously what we say when we grant
them., | think we have an l'.}l"!llj_".ilﬂM 1O
stay true to what we required when we
first passed this.”

i WA

COME JOIN US FOR

ﬁ; _\-/_ <

THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN ROOFING

'SHERRIFF
GOSLIN

M TRUSTED ROOFING COMPANY WITH 1 _L_EAM
IN THE BUSINESS

10 YEAR SERVICE GUARANTEE ON ALL WORKMANSHIP
» WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE COMPANYS
 FRIENDLY, HONEST & EXPERIENCED TEAM

* WIDE RANGE OF ROOFING / EXTERIOR OPTIONS
 FULLY LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

e A+ RATING WITH BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

CALL Towxv
- @ FOR YOUR FREE
INSPEC‘IION

VISIT US ONLINE: SHERRIFFGOSLIN.COM/BATTLECREEK

- 269-962-4036

Caledonia Community Green Park S .
9309 Dobber Wenger Memorial Drive, Caledonia «

POPCORN PROVIDED BY THE TOWNSHIP

n Checkout the Caledonia Community Green Park Facebook Page for more information.
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ontinued from Page 3

—

minimum industry standards.

“It’s a hittle bit of savings but not
significant, if we getit,” \\.=._:.r~,1nj_-f-~,;ud

Van Hall added beefing up stafi-
mg would allow for more effective
"IDL'F[-IHHI'I'\,, as well as reduce the nsk
of mnjunes. Also, he said
the staffing shortages would improve
Nnot Hlll_\- in |I}Jhl—

HJ{irL'*-wH"!LI

community mfu}.
ing hires, but in responding to medical
emergencies and other calls forservice.

Van Hall said adding firehghters will
help during periods of high demand.

“If we have someone call in sick or
1f we have someone that gets hurt, the
chair tips,” Van Hall said. “We have
no resiliency. We have to rely on these
people that are sitting here to fill shifts.

“They have lLives, too,” he added.
“They're already working 2,900 hours
d Y ear.

Also, Weersing said a new platform
fire truck the township ordered last
yvear 15 due to arrive 1n October. The
$1.7 million aenal platform vehicle
was purchased from Wisconsin-based
Pierce Manufacturing last year,

THE SUN AND NEWS
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Jharter Township Fire Chiel
van Hall -*';r a presentation to
lownship board July 28 on a fire
department "--.L-fiffif'-r’] proposal. Photos
by James Gemmell

Weersing added the township’s Fire
Advisory Committee reviewed a long-
term template forreplacing some of the
department’s aging vehicles.

*Itook alook at what we'd haveto set
aside each year over the next 12 years

to make this replacement plan work,”

OWMWM _

JOIN US FOR TWO DAYS OF FAMILY FRIENDLY FUN QisEN QW
~ FREE ENTRY BOTH DAYS .
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Inspiring Home
Accurate Networks

Self Chiropractic Holston Audio
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he said. “So, basically, my recom-
mendation and what I'm planning on
handing to the budget again is setting
aside $500,000 per year, so that we can
getin line and be ready for replacement
of these vehicles as they come up.”
lownship staflers are also consider-
ing whether to replace a Kent County
Sherift’'s Office vehicle in Gaines
lownship. The estimated cost for a
command vehicle would be $75,000.
"I hat could L‘lhll]j.:lt.‘ d
Weersing said. “We're

erpstra

little bat,”
doing some

(left) makes a point auring

a July 28 workshop session

research to see 1if 1t makes sense to get
something now, before tarifis kick in.
[0 see 1if there's significant savings
in doing something now instead of
waiting.”

lownship board members also briefly
discussed some other future initiatives
that the board intends to prioritize in the
coming fiscal year, which begins Jan. 1.
'hose include potential improvements
to Prairie Wolt Park, possible develop-
ment of Cody's Mill Park and upgrades
to township cemeteries.

FREE LENSES
WITH THE
PURCHASE OF A
FRAME AUGUST
1ST-AUGUST '

3187 '
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_ N(_)'l'l(lli OF PUBLIC HEARING
Township of Yankee Springs, Barry County, Michigan

1) T HE RESIDE!? AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF YA
EE SPRKINGS IN BARRY COUNTY, MICHIGAN. AND ANY OTHER INTERESTED
PERSOINS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that as a

LOwWn .|1_l|' SIELTA d iJ“,’ Il;f' record owners ol I,HH_] wWhOSe area or Iin‘rlfi}_'ft' constitutes more

result ol ¢ t1itions ol properiy owners within thq

than 50 percent of the total area or Hrnl.i):r of the hereinafter described Payne HILLL’I‘
Drive special assessment district and the township board of the Township of Yankee
’»Ihi INES Proposes tO make road LHMprovementis LHHA!HHH}: Ol IHHhiHIllp, 1.5 inches of base
LOUTNse af ;-Tmh LOTTIP A ted, and ir'l*«Td”;l!HH‘l of 1.5 inches of surface ,i'ap]l.ih COITIPAC lt'(_i_

| he area of roadway is approximately 21,276 square feet. And to create a special assess
ment for the recovery of the costs thereof by special assessment against the properties

benehted therein

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the district within which the foregoing
improvements are proposed to be constructed and within which the costs thereof is

proposed to be assessed is more particularly described as including the following parcel
numbers:

OB-16-017-021-00 OB-16-017-021-30 08-16-017-021-20
O8-16-017-021-10 O8-16-017-012-00 OB-16-017-013-00
08-16-017-014-00 08-16-017-015-00 08B-16-017-016-00
O8-16-017-017-00 08-16-017-018-00 08-16-01/7-019-00
O8-16-017-020-00 08-16-01/-022-00 U8-16-01/7-023-00
O8-16-017-024-00 O8-16-017-037-00 08-16-017-026-00
08-16-017-027-00

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township Board has received engineering
plans showing the improvements and an estimate of the costs of such construction in
the approximate amount of §52,000, has placed them on file with the township clerk,
and has passed a resolution tentatively declaring its intention to make the improvement
and to create the special assessment district. The township board has also tentatively
found the petitions to be in compliance with statutory requirements.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that said plans, estimate of costs, proposed special
assessment district and petitions may be examined at the office of the township clerk
from the date of this notice through the date of the public hearing
at such public hearing.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a public hearing on the petitions, phna

district and estimate of costs will be held at the Yankee Springs Township hall at 284 N.
iriggs Road, Middleville, Michigan, commencing at 6 oclock p.m. on August 14 "(1'?"

At the hearing, the board will consider any written objections to any of the foregoing

matters filed with the board at or before the hea ring as well as any revisions, corrections,

amend ments, or yh.gmgrh to the planm estimates and costs or %pufml assessment district.

All interested persons are invited to be present at the hearing and to submit any com-
ments they may have.

Township clerk signature: Tom Hopkins
Township address: 284 N. Briggs Road
Middleville, Michigan 49333

» and may be examined

Hastings Community Diving Club
¢ ?*:t,}.frilr-i',-FHIH!H'__]LH Americ A Nonors

Calf,, in mid-July. Photo provided

Brett Bremer
oports Editor

T'he Hastings Community Diving
Club has never had a more successful
season of national competitions than
the one that just wrapped withthe AAU
National Championships in Riverside,
Calif.

The successes for the club included
Thornapple Kellogg junior Lydia
Slagel earned All-America honors, a
title she has earned on three different
occasions this summer.

Slagel, an all-state diver in Division
| for the Thornapple Kellogg co-op
varsity girls’ swimming and diving
team last fall as a sophomore, had a
top finish 1in Riverside of seventh i
the Girls A1 16-year-old 1M Finals.
She placed tenth in the same division
on the three-meter board and added
a 26th-place finish in the 16-18 Girls
Platform Finals.

Slagel also reached the finals in two
synchronized diving events. She was
| 6th along with in the 16-18 Girls 3M
Finals diving with HCDC teammate
Aubrey Yarger and teamed with Ki-
yvana Perez from the Northside Diving
Academy to place 24th 1n the 16-18
Girls 1M Finals.

HCDC diver Abigail Dumond,
recent Thornapple Kellogg graduate
who is set to dive for Alma College
next season, reached the finals of the
synchronized 16-18 Girls 1M compe-
tition with teammate Hollen Emmick

s !'-.'JTLH
at the AAU Divina Nationals in Rivesr 1

Slagel earned All-America honor
at AAU Diving Nationals

vy Yarger and Lvdia Slaqgel

and the duo placed 25th.

HCDC head coach Todd Bates said
he celebrated the successful meet by
domng a front somersault off the 10-me-
ter platform.

‘College coaches are recognizing
our diver athletes and it’s exciting to
see them move on to the next level,’
he said.

Club diver Major Vance won the
national championship in the Men's
Masters Silver I|M (19-49) competition
with an overall score of 204.25 points
after the finals July 16. Vance, who
broke a nearly two-decade old Grand
Rapids Union scoring record as a diver
during his senior season last winter, has
plans to compete for Aguinas College
this season.

Yarger, the MHSAA Lower Pen-
insula Division 2 diving state cham-
pion last fall from the Delton Kellogg
Hastings co-op, also competed in the
synchronized 16-18 Girls 1M Finals
with teammate Taniya Ott and the duo
scored a 15th-place score. The top fin-
1Ish of the meet for Yarger came in the
Girls Al 16-year-old 3M Finals where
she was ninth. She also competed n
the meet’s 16-18 Girls Platform event.

It was the first nationals appearance
for both Emmick and Ott. Club team-
mate Dawn Miller placed 33rd 1n the
16-18 Girls Platform Finals.

In all, there were more than 600 divers
competing at the AAU National Cham-
pionship which ran from July 12-23.
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Caledonia girls
runners-up at
District 9

tournament

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor
The Caledonia Baseball Softball
[League 10U All-Star purple softball team
scored a runner-up finish in the
Little League Softball Michigan Dis-
trict 9 All-Star 8-10 Tournament in July.
The Caledonia girls were a perfect 3-0
in pool play and then won their first three
games in the championship bracket. They
knocked oft the Georgetown Blue team
4-0 1n the third round of the champion-
ship tournament, but the Georgetown | " _
girls won their way out of the toarematch - = ngys L PG P ¢ t’f;u. |
with the Caledoma girls in the double o T T
elimmation tournament. In the end the

gt T N
w1 I ALY )]
YESCIT
voans FSinl.

T'he CBSL 10U All-Star Softball team celebra
Georgetown girls took back-to-back 3-0  Tournament July 12 at the CalPlex. Photo provided
and 9-1 victories overthe Caledoniateam
to win the district title July 12. Avery lerry, Braelynn VanDuyn and team in pool play, but also had an 18-1 a 10-1 win over Byron Black. They fol-
TheAll-Star CaledoniaPurplesquadat  grery Vansuilichem. win over Western and a 10-1 win over  lowed those victories up with a 4-1 win
the district tournament included Elliana T'he Georgetown girls were about the = Rockford to open the t t er the George Blue girls
Boening, Molly Bouma, £ g2 ' pen the OL'll‘]lﬁﬂ’l*ell : over the Georgetown blue giris.
Harper Chrisman, Taya Clement, Al-  ©nly ones to put much pressure on the The run in the championship bracket T'heteam was led by volunteer coaches
lison Davis, Elizabeth Dean, Gabrielle  Caledonia team. The Caledonia team forthe Caledonia Purpleteambeganwith  Travis Miller, Kelli Bouma and Kim Eb-

Ebels, Kendall Guider, Addilyn Miller,  had a 1-0 win over the Hudsonville Gold  a 25-0 win over Byron Orange and then  els and had sponsorship help from Trane.

WE’RE HERE FOR

284 N. BRIGGS ROAD- MIDDLEVILLE, MICHIGAN 49333
269-795-9091 / FAX 269-795-2388

YANKEE SPRINGS TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
1O: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF YANKEE ‘ OOLING NEEDS
SPRINGS, BARRY COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AND ANY OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on August 21, 2025, commencing -
Tarsl VR

at /:00 p.m. at the Yankee Springs Township Hall, 284 N. Briggs Rd., Middleville MI, within the

X

lTownship, as required under the provisions of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act and the Zoning x " _ E 8 S
Ordinance for the Township. eSI en Ia omme 1 ¥
. B | i s U L Y

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE In addition to participation during a public hearing, members of the pub- N
lic may also provide comments for the Planning Commission’s consideration by emailing or mailing AT

those comments to the Planning Commission for receipt prior to the meeting, in care of the Township —Gas Fu rnaces

Zoning Administrator, Joe Shea (joeshea@yankeespringstwp.org). Letters and emails are due one

week before the hearing date; or by leaving a phone message prior to the meeting with the Township G | B -

Zoning Administrator, Joe Shea at 269-795-9091. TN as OIIers
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the item(s) to be considered at said public hearing in- : 3

clude, in brief, the following: _A ¥ C d 3 |
L. SEU 25-07-08; Parcel 1D: 16-370-018-00, 12747 Whispering Pines Drive #21, Wayland, M1 lr on ltloners

49348. A request by Jacqueline Garn, the property owner, for a special exception use permit

to operate a commercial Short-term rental pursuant to the Yankee Springs Zoning Ordinance, Heat umps

Article X, Short Term Rentals.
2. Such other business as may properly come before the Planning Commission.

Anyone interested in reviewing the application material may do so at the township hall. All inter- _Water Heaters

ested persons are invited to be present at the aforesaid time and place, or, if an electronic meeting 1s

held, to participate via the electronic meeting. | H -d-f-
- £ £ ’ el e T g Y - . = = L e . . = . s e, L K ! e _ Lo g ——
Yankee Springs Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, to indi- uml I 'ers

viduals with disabilities at the hearing upon four (7) days’ prior notice to the Township Clerk. Indi- Bl
viduals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Township Clerk at the — e

address or telephone number listed below. B & ".‘.\'
YANKEE SPRINGS TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION . b ~
By: Shana Bush, Chairperson . D ewe erd t; 68 :’
—_—— Y S e sV \g

Yankee Springs Township Hall

Shprops ot B HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. M - [
Middleville, Michigan 49333 i DEWEERDHTG.COM 269-792-2234 N Al BUSINESS
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Third-place finish
for CBSL boys at
District 9 tourney

Brett Bremer
sports Editor
| he Caledonia Baseball Softball
L.cague 11U All-Star Baseball team
placed third at the Little LLeague Base-
ball Michigan IDistrict 9 Tournament
n mid Juls
| he team 's impressive run included
an undefeated pool play performance
| he Caledoma ‘-.f|!l.'[i| knocked ofl
Holland Maplewood 8-4, Algoma 29-1

-

and Sparta 23-3 n its three pool play

CONIESLS.

| he Caledomia guys went 1-1 in then
first two contest
bracket.

S

s 1n the champilonship
| hey knocked off Zeeland
5 but then fell 6-5 to Rockford in
round two.

1hat loss dropped the Caledonia
team to the bottom half of the bracket
in the double-elimination tournament
where they rattled off wins by the scores
of 12-2 over Maplewood and then /-0
OVEer /L.‘L‘I.'II"I{’ 1O }JL" into the HC!'ﬂi“l'li-il‘-a.
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| here the Caledonia team fell to Rock-
ford 7-4 at Rockford Middle School
July 18, the same Rockford team that
had handed the team 1ts first loss of the
lournament.

Rockford went on to finish second
to the Southern Little [.eague squad.

616-891-0150

BUSINESS HOURS:
Monday - Friday: 8 AM. 1o 5 P.M.

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIR

110 Johnson Street SE
Caledonia, Ml 49316

Your trusted Body Shop for over 32 years

tnirg-place nnisn at the Little Leaque Baseball Michigan D

'

It was a season full of growth, sports-
manship, and grit for the Caledoma
guys, according to the CBSL.

| he all-star squad was made up of
teammates Crew Cavagnaro, Landon
Hokewater, Noah
Kleinschmit, Bo Schiefen, Jayse Schul-

Hanson. Jacob

I “ P

- — . ] - - .

WEDDING

el B

nent. Photo provided

tetus, Mitchell T homton, Elijah Utash.
Jackson Vanderband. Evan Veitch and
| .eo Webster.

| he team was led by volunteer coach
es Kurtis Wells, Brandon Cavagnaro,

Jacob Utash and Shawn Veitch
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Created just for your big day, we've put together sets of
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Paimitier named
assistant A.D. at
Caledonia High

Caledonia Community Schools has
announced that Jeremy Palmitier is the
new assistant athletic director at Caledonia
High School.

Palmitier brings a strong background in
education, coaching, and leadership to the
role, along with a passion for mentoring
students that spans more than 20 years.

He began his career in Arizona, teach-
ing elementary and middle school for five
years before returning to Michigan. He
taught sixth grade for a year, then moved
into administration, serving as a high
school assistant principal, athletic director,
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-rreeport Homecoming

nas all kKinds of victors

Samuel Myers of Caledonia with his
championship plaque after winning
the lurtle Derby at the annual
Freeport Homecoming celebration
Saturday. Although he had to be
talked Into participating, he was one
of close to 80 youth who took part in
the competition. Read more about
the annual Freeport festival in this
weekend's edition of The Reminder.
The day long event included a
competitions like a car show, kiddie
car show, chicken poop bingo,
cornhole, horseshoes, a hay bale
toss as well as a fire barn breakfast
INn the morning, dancing in the street
In the evening, and more. Photo b

Brett Bremer |
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and executive secretary of the SAC Con-
ference. He also served on the MHSAA
Basketball Commuttee, led altermative
education programs, and most recently
worked as an elementary principal.

Alongside his 16 years of administra-
tive experience, Palmitier has coached
high school football and basketball for
more than two decades. He has been part
of the Caledonia girls’ basketball program
for the past two seasons and has spent
the last ten years involved in Caledonia
youth sports.

“Jeremy 1s a servant leader who builds
relationships, values character, and puts

WE ARE

students at the center of everything he
does, "said Caledoniaathletic director Phil
Miedema. “"He understands that
a successtul athletic program
starts with a positive culture
built on behaviors that lead
to results. His leadership and
integrity will be a huge asset to
Caledonia Athletics.”
Caledonia Community
Schools shared that Palmi-
tier’s leadership is grounded in
humility, teamwork, and high
expectations. His values closely align with
Caledonia’s commitment to developing

Jeremy
Palmitier

Saturday, August 2, 2025 11

student-athletes both on and off the field.

Palmitier and his wife, Antonia, have
been deeply rooted with Cale-
donia for many years. Antonia
1S a first-grade teacher at Cale-
donia Elementary and is enter-
ing her 18th year in the district.

Thewr son, Lukas, recently
oraduated from Caledonia
High School and has plans to
play volleyball at Grand Valley
State University. Their daugh-
ter, Isabella, 1s a sophomore
involved in basketball, soccer, and student
council at CHS. — BB

Our company is growing,
don’t miss your opportunity.

View Newspaper Group is seeking a

MARKETING
SPECIALIST

covering the Marshall area.

Responsibilities include:

Advertising sales, Account management,
Prepare presentations, proposals and sales contracts,

Attend networking events

AD-VISOR & CHRONICLE

VI EW‘H'I?:H'JIH‘T Group
mihomepaper.com

B [ he County Press
mLapeer Area View

B Genesee County View
W Huron County View
M Sanilac County News
B Your Buyer's Guide
m Jeffersonian

m I r-County Times

W Daily News

m [ri-County Citizen

m Oxford Leader

B Lake Orion Review
mClarkston News

B The Citizen

W The Lowell Ledger

W | he Hastings Banner

m Buyer's Guide and News
W Ad-Visor & Chronicle

B Battle Creek Shopper News
B The Sun and News

W he Reminder

W St Clair Area View

Send resume to:
Chris Silverman
csilverman@mihomepaper.com

269-945-9554
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SAVE THE DATE

Daily News - View Newspaper Group is hosting

CRAFT BEER /=%
AND WINE FEST (@

Saturday, October 11, 2025

2-/ PM, TIVOLI SQUARE, DOWNTOWN GREENVILLE

ADVANCE TICKETS:
IEWSPAPER GROUP'S CRAFT BEER AND W VIP ADMISSION $50
Includes one hour early entry,
_ exclusive food and drink pairing
@ﬁtOber cst experience, Hops & Grapes 101 with local
' ' brewer, commemorative Bottles Brews

-— 9095 -— - & News Oktoberfest lanyard, souvenir
by - glass, five drink sample tickets and food

GENERAL ADMISSION $30
Includes souvenir glass, five drink
sample tickets and food

SPONSORED BY:

The event ISABELLA

. Scan QR code or visit
benefits BANK thedailynews.cc/oktoberfest

Rotary Club Local. Growing. Staying. for tickets
of Greenville

Additional tasting tickets will
be availlable ror purchase at
event for $1 each.

EVENT HOSTED BY: EVENT BENEFITS: - gponsorships available.
DAILY NEWS Rotary Contact Amber Rood at
VIEWe e aroup Club of Greenville, M arood@thedailynews.cc or at 616-548-8257
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