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CCS seeks candidates
for board vacancy

Caledonia Community Schools offi-
cials recently announced a vacancy on
the district’s board of education fol-
lowing the recent departure of Trustee
Katie Isic, who has moved out of the
district.

“Katie has been a steady and
thoughtful voice on our Board,” said
CCS Superintendent Dirk Weeldreyer.
“She brought heart and perspective to
every conversation, and always kept
students at the center of every deci-

S101.
“We’'re excited for her next chapter

and truly appreciate her dedicated
service to the students and families of
Caledonia.”

With Isic’s seat at the school board
now empty, board members will seek
to appoint “a qualified individual”
to fill the vacant trustee position,
according to a statement released
by CCS officials on Monday, July
14. The appointed trustee will serve
until Dec. 31, 2026, and will have the
opportunity to run to retain the seat in
the November 2026 election, if they
choose to continue.

To be eligible, applicants must be
a resident of the Caledonia schools
district, a registered voter, at least
18 years old, a U.S. citizen and must
have lived in Michigan for at least 30
days. .
See VACANCY on 5

Caledonia Community
Schools is seeking
candidatestofillitsrecent
vacancy on the board of
education. Courtesy photo
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources officials plan to begin a drawdown of Hall Lake in the Yankee Springs

Recreation Area later this month as part of the plan to address safety issues with the earthen dam beneath Gun
Lake Road. The plan is for 6 feet of water to be drained from the lake level by the fall of 2026. Photo by Brett Bremer

DNR planning Hall Lake drawdown over the next year

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The North Country National
Scenic Trail winds along Hall Lake’s
western edge 1n the Yankee Springs
Recreation Area, as well as a bit of
the lake’s namesake trail.

Not far from where those two paths
coalesce, there 1s a perpetual lean-to
“fort” 1n a section of pine forest that
has served as a playhouse for genera-
tions of youngsters. A boat ramp on
the southeastern tip of the lake has
been used by families of anglers for
decades as they look to snag bass,
perch, bluegill and the like.

The lake’s edge will slowly move
away from the trails and the lean-
to over the coming months, and it
appears eventually the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources
may look into putting in a carry
down boat access site.

But, MDNR officials also
announced Friday, July 11, that
the state agency is moving forward
this summer with a phased plan for
drawing down Hall Lake Dam to a
lower lake elevation — a decision that
reportedly addresses safety 1ssues
with the Barry County impoundment,
while also allowing for continued
recreation use at Hall L.ake, accord-
ing to state officials.

A routine spring inspection fol-
lowed by an engineering analy-
sis of the dam led the Michigan
Department of Environment, Great
[Lakes and Energy to 1ssue an emer-
gency drawdown order.

The MDNR will immediately
apply for the necessary permitting to
begin the gradual drawdown, which
will begin later this month. The
final project drawdown i1s expected
to be complete by fall 2026 and 1s

funded by an MDEGLE Dam Risk
Reduction Grant. Those grant funds
must be spent by October 2026.

“Given its classification as a sig-
nificant hazard dam, the worsening
condition of the culvert and embank-
ment, the prohibitive cost estimates
to undertake replacement by the state
or local municipality, and the risk of
expiration of grant funding for the
project, reducing the lake level by
decommissioning, or drawing down,
of Hall Lake Dam 1s the only viable
option,” said Joseph Jandernoa,
park manager at Yankee Springs
Recreation Area.

Not everyone is in favor of the
project, however. At its regular meet-
ing Thursday night, July 10, the
Yankee Springs Township Board of
Trustees unanimously adopted a res-
olution to support the preservation of

See LAKE on 7
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Library officials updates township board on programs, services

James Gemmell
Contributing Writer

Members of the Kent District Library
knew they had their work cut out this
year to try to match their accomplish-
ments of 2024, when they won multiple
national awards.

But, KDL executive director Lance
Werner informed the Gaines Township
Board of Trustees on Monday night, July

14, that they have gotten off to another

oood start in the first half of 2025, as
1e and other library officials provided
lownship trustees with an update on the
district’s programs and services.

Before they did that, however, Werner
read a list of KDL accomplishments last

year, including winning the Institute of

Museum & Library Services’ national
medal for Museum and Library Service.
KDL was one of five public libraries 1n
the U.S. to win the medal.

“That is the highest award that a pub-
lic library can receive in the country,”
he said, “Also in 2024, we disbursed
the $250,000 that we won for another
national award the year before.”

That other national award was the L1-
brary Journal’s Jerry Kline Community
Impact Prize, which is presented to one
library every year that has demonstrated
a major community impact through
partnerships and programming.

Wemner said the $250,000 was used
to help fund four building projects 1n
the library district and for a community
scholarship fund.

“I’m very proud to say we gave away
the first two scholarships this year —one
to a non-traditional student and one to a
traditional student,” Werner said.

As for some other highlights from
2024, he said the KDL’s electronic
(e-book) checkouts increased by 19
percent. Library visits rose by 7 percent

S ntenna Men
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KDL

Lance
Werner apprised Gaines trustees at
their Monday night board meeting
about what the district library has
accomplished inthe past year. Photos
by James Gemmell

Director

~xecutive

to 2.4 million and in-person program
attendance went up by 14 percent to
320,000 people across the county.

“We are the most visited cultural
institution in Kent County, by far,”
Werner said.

[Last summer, the KDL distributed
more than 23,000 meals to kids as part
of its summer food program in collabo-
ration with the Feeding America West
Michigan food bank.

And they are off to a good start again
this summer.

“Last month, we distributed over
10,000 meals,” Werner added. “Food for
kids that come 1n, that are under 18. And
we know that kids with full stomachs are
better able to learn and read.”

“It’s really awesome to see kids
come 1n and get the food they wouldn’t
oget otherwise when school 1s out,”
added Kiosha Jeltema, who manages
the KDL'’s Gaines Township branch.

Saturday, July 19, 2025 g

KDL Board of Directors member
ChristinaTazelaarthankedthe Gaines
Township Board for partnering with
the district library to benefit the
residents of the township.

The library district runs the food-
distribution program called “Gather 2
Grow” Monday through Friday, from
noonto 1 p.m. Meals are available atthe
various KDL branches and bookmobile
from June through August.

According to Jeltema, there are many
other services the district library pro-
vides. She’' gave an example in which
the KDL provided a private room for

!
1
1

'|. AR . L

Kiosha Jeltema, manager of the Gaines branch of the Kent District Library,

someone to attend virtually a legal hear-

ing through an online video link.

“We also provided a Chromebook
(laptop computer), so they could do the
meeting remotely, and provided the sup-
port on how touseit,” Jeltema said. *So,
it’s things like that allow people to know
that the library really 1s for everyone.™

She added that the KDL branches
offer free printing of up to 50 pages
per week for patrons who have hibrary
membership cards. There 1s a small fee
that 1s applied for additional pages.

“So, just trying to be fiscally sustain-
able,” Jeltema said. “But really, people
are blown away that they can get so
much from the hibrary.”

KDL Board of Directors member
Christina Tazelaar added, “It takes a
partnership between municipalities and
the library in order to offer library ser-
vices for the good of our community.”

“KDL exists to further all people,
including the kids who are participating
in all the creative and fun programming
over the summer to keep them learning
and sort of prevent a summer slide,” said
Tazelaar, who represents the library dis-
trict’s Region 6, which covers Caledonia
and Gaines townships, and the City of
Kentwood.
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Obituaries

Jean Marie (Higgins) She is survived by her loving husband,

Hadder Wayne Hadder: daqghters, Teresa Weeidall
| S and Ashley (Kamari) Henley: son, Travis
Jean Marie (Higgins) Hadder, born July  Hadder; brother, John (Pat) Higgins:

3, 1952 passed away June 4, 2025 with sister, Carol (Wayne) Hammond: many

ner family by her side after a battle with grandchildren, great grand grandchildren: Gﬂ ONLINE TU
cancer. nieces, nephews, and cousins.
Jean was proceeded in death by her A Celebration of Life will be held at a SUNANDNEWSBUM
mother, Thelma (Fillingham) Higgins. \ater date.
Caledonia . =
ALASKA BAPTIST X cornerstonecnurc
Vine Street Church
CHURCH R ] | :
“Join us In person or online
Service Times Join us for our traditional yet casual worship ‘Sundays &30 & Tlam
Sunday at 9:30 AM & 6:00 PM service, in person or online, .
at 9:00 am 1675 84th St. SE
www.alaskabaptist.org Caledonia, Ml 49316
7240 68th Street SE, Caledonia 250 Vine Street 616-891-8669 cornerstonemi.org/weekend

B HOLY FAMILY
%)) CATHOLIC CHURCH

=" 9669 Kraft Ave.. Caledonia
Phone: 616-891-9259

www.holyfamilycaledonia.org

ETRO D=

BAPTIST = s

Middleville

#% Good Shepherd
g Lutheran Church

908 W. Main Street, Middleville
(Missouri Synod)

Sunday Wurship ................ 9:30 a.m.

Saturday Evening Mass.................... 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses........... 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Considering becoming Catholic?
Call or see our website for information.

Pastor: Rob Wurst

s http://goodshepherdlcms.googlepages.com

Livestream: facebook.com/firstbaptistmiddleville

FBCMIDDLEVILLE.NET - 5215 M37 - 269-795-9726 Church: (269) 795-2391

? “ -: Sunday Worship:
| i -- 8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.
SC Faul Luchetn ureh '
SE Paul Duchetan ChH :
JOURNEY CHURCH Tréo o Fellowship
: | ‘ C H U R C H l 9:45 to 10:00 a.m.
i, RETS Nl PN T a Sunday School
Caledonia Location - PEACECHURTCAH.COC ;a..,l-.-.. 10 to 10:45 a.m.
" 9:15 am and 11:00 am Sundays at 8:00,9:30,and 1100 AN @ St. Paul Lutheran Church
Stk Bet Wil - R = bl .€ad rastor: rastor kyan Kimme & PreS(hOOI

616.891.8119
6950 Cherry Valley Rd., Middleville, M1 49333
peacechurch.cc

Middleville Location -
1664 M-37
¢:30 am and 11:00 am

THORNAPPLE VALLEY

& CHURCH

MIDDLEVILLE

SERVICE TIMES:
Sunday at 9:30am & 11:00am
20 State Street, Middleville, Ml / www.tvcweb.com

8436 Kraft Ave., Caledonia, MI 49316
Office 616-891-8688 = Preschool (616) 891-8688
www.stpaulcaledonia.org

g Yankee Springs Bible Church

8900 Dufty Road
Middleville, M1 49333

"Shining Forth God's Light"

Sunday Morning Worship......c...coceeereannn.. 10:00 a.m.

D U IR0 0. L. L eves sartsbehess uith anssss 11:00 a.m.

James L. Collison, Pastor

www.yankeespringsbiblechurch.org
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Everett Dale Mutchler

Our community has lost a great man in
tverett Dale Mutchler.

A volunteer, advocate, and friend to many.
he passed in his home with his wife Sheilah
on July 11, 2025.

A service and luncheon will be held at
Thornapple Valley Church on July 25, 2025
at 12:30pm.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to Sportsmen Outreach, supporting
veterans in the outdoors, at 304 E. Main
St., Caledonia, Ml 49316.

NEWSPAPER
ADVERTISING
DEADLINES

AD-VISOR & CHRONICLE
Monday at 4 p.m.

BATTLE CREEK
SHOPPER NEWS

Monday at 5 p.m.

THE HASTINGS
BANNER

Tuesday at Noon

THE
REMINDER

Wednesday at Noon

THE SUN AND NEW'S
Wednesday at Noon

Vi Est;m;ow Group

mihomepaper.com

=

o e = TR s 6 e

-

ey o S oy Y '_h-lr".--__ -
- o

- W — '.l'_I



http://www.sunandnews.com
SUNANDNEWS.COM
cornerstonemi.org/weekend
http://www.holyfamilycaledonia.org
http://goodshepherdlcms.googlepages.com
facebook.com/firstbaptistmiddlevjlle
FBCMIDDLEVILLE.NET
peacechurch.ee
tpaulcaledonia.org
http://www.yankeespringsbiblechurch.org
mihomepaper.com

I\

Il'.'..

Bamy. 5
G ¢
Feallk

o

. i — —

91 =

. F-I .'-. - —

BUSINESS SERVICES

DUMPSTER RENTAL SNOW-
PLOWING, Lot Clearing, Forestry,
Mulching, Brush Hog, Mowing.
Dumpsters-Solutions.com
(616)283-9712.

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION: POLE BARNS,
Siding, Decks, Roofing, etc.
Licensed, 30 Years. Tom Beard
(269)838-5937

BUYING WALNUT, HARD maple,
and white oak trees. Will buy sin-
gle walnut trees. Free Estimates.
Fully Insured. Fetterly Logging
269-818-7793.

COMMERCIAL-RENT

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT: 7884
Eastern Ave, Suite A,B Grand Rap-
ids. $20.00 ANNUAL /SF 2205 sqft
available. RE/Max of Grand Rapids
Margaret Peric (616)204-9792
margoperic @ remax.net

WANTED TO BUY: Standing Tim-
ber. Conscientious timber harvest-
er. Saw Mill Office- 517-254-4463.

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE Friday, July 25th
& Saturday, July 26th, 9am-6pm.
Tools, golf clubs, cat warming

tent, rotisserie with all accesso-
ries, Halloween decorations, and
many misc. items. Come find your
treasure at 11300 W. Parmalee,
Middleville.
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Commissioners tap mental health veteran to flll vacancy

Jayson Bussa
Contributing Writer
The Barry County Board of Com-
missioners 1s filling a vacancy on the
Barry County Community Mental
Health Authority Board and doing so
with an individual who wields decades
of experience in the field.
Commissioners conducted inter-
views for the vacant seat on the
| 2-person board on Tuesday morning,
July 15, during their Committee of the

Whole meeting.

The county received two applica-
tions for the seat, but only one indi-
vidual went through with the interview
process. [hat was
[rving Township, who 1s now retired

after spending decades in the world of

mental health.
Wilson reportedly holds a bachelor’s

degree in psychology, a master’s de-

oree 1n social work and a doctorate 1n
higher education administration. He

Jerry Wilson of

)
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= - s 4l e
aturaay, Julty 19, £0£90

S

was a county mental health administra-
tor for 15 years, taught social work for
10 years and formed a mental health
foundation in Cass County in 1991 that
1s still 1in operation today.

“I’ve been bumping around mental
health for the last 45 years or so,” Wil-
son said during his interview Tuesday.
“I’'mretired now ... and I thought I had
plenty of time.”

His term on the local mental health
board will expire on March 31, 2028

VACANCY

COmlrlued from Page 1

/\ccordmg to district officials, appli-
cations will be reviewed during the
school board’s July 28, followed by
public interviews at a special meeting
on July 29. If needed, deliberations
reportedly will continue at an addi-
tional special meeting on July 30.

Community members interested
in serving on the CCS board are

KNOW
SOMETHING
INTERESTING?

We'd love to hear about It!

Email
mmacleod@mihomepaper.com

SUN AND NEWS

VIEW 02 P Group
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invited to submit a letter of interest
and current resume to Michele Zoet
by July 24. Applications may be
emailed to zoetm(@calschools.org
or mailed/delivered to 8948 Kraft
Ave. SE. Caledonia, M1 493 16.
Office hours for in-person drop-off
are Monday through Thursday, 8:00
AM to 4:00 PM.

“Joining the Board 1s an opportu-
nity to lead and serve
in a meaningful way,” said Tim

Ages K-6th

our community

" e aal -f -..p' - J "I' J-. En-—i'/

Marvel at Jesus Live for H1s Glory

I‘:rst Baptist Mlddlevﬂle

o

Morris, CCS board president. “We're
looking for someone who is ready
to listen, collaborate, and help guide
the future of Caledonia Community
Schools.™

More information about the vacan-
cy, eligibility and appointment pro-
cess 1s available on the CCS website
and through CCS communication
channels.

— Report compiled by staff writer
Dennis Mansfield

Julv 21-25
O-Noon

e
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Additional college-sponsored Merit MIDDLEVILLE
Scholarship winners announced TOPS 546

The National Merit Scholarship  attend Michigan State University from among the finalists in the Na- The July 14 meetihg opened with roll
Corporation announced the names of  to prepare for a potential career in  tional Merit Scholarship Program call and the secretary's report. There are
nearly 800 additional winners of Na-  microbiology/immunology. now two Hish in the fishbowl. _
tional Merit Scholarships financed by The recent Merit Scholar designees Coll q . Maryellen brought a fruit fusion partai
colleges and universities, accordingto  join more than 2,900 other college- OUFEC-spontsored - awards' provide for everyone to enjoy. Virginia will be

astatementreleased Monday, July 14.  sponsoredaward recipientswhowere  °¢tween $500 and $2,000 annually gtlggsl;l?ac?tgeifwirggifﬁg:nt%me'm and
And those additional winners announced in June. for up to four years of undergraduate |

] : _ (I8 &8 . Maryellen went over the rules for the
included Thornapple Kellogg High Officials of each sponsor college study at the institution financing the new contest “Slow and Steady Wins the

School’s Cole Novak, who is set to  selected their scholarship winners  scholarship. — DM Contest.” Chapter members filled in one
dot for each one-tenth of a pound lost.
Maryellen won the Ha-Ha Box.

Our companv IS grow'ng, T'he meeting ended with marching

i g IN place as the group recited the TOPS
don’t miss your opportunity. pledge.
_ TOPS, a weight-loss support group,

meets every Monday at Lincoln
Meadows in Middleville. Weigh-in is
from 3:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m., followed

immediately by the meeting. Press the
white buzzer for entry.

The chapter is looking for anyone
Interested in a group that supports
weight-loss journeys without shame.

a 6 | Anyone with questions may call Virginia,
o : | | 269-908-8036, or Maryellen, 616-318-

3545. The first meeting is free.

—_—e o — e ———— e e I e e — —_—
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who will attend their institution.
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View Newspaper Group is seeking a ' <%
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MARKETING
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Responsibilities include:

Advertising sales, Account management, | E = B EE -
Prepare presentations, proposals and sales contracts. iz ad O e | DUTTON

Attend networking events Continued from Page 2

It’s a lot more single professionals.”

Trustee Tim Haagsma, who is also
on the Gaines Township Planning
Commission, said commissioners also
inquired about the parking spaces at
their June meeting.

“At their other developments, that’s
what they see they need,” Haagsma
said. “If they don’t have enough park-

- T L e ing, their residents are going to tell

AD-VISOR S CHRONICLE : - . 1 e N 2 . them that they don’t have enough and
VIEW...scre Group A A0 T - they’ll have to deal with that.”

miRGineDAREraan L Teichen added, “We did talk about

B The County Press m [ ake Orion Review ' this at the Plannmg Commission.

B Lapeer Area View B Clarkston News _ Across our portfolio in Midwestern
B Genesee County View B[ he Citizen Send resuime 1:0- P

B Huron County View m The Lowell Ledger Chris Silverman mal‘ktEtS,, I believe ourratioisabout 1.85

B Sanilac County News B [he Hastings Banner . : (spaces PEr unlt)., which ISJUSt S]lghtly
®m Your Buyer's Guide m Buyer's Guide and News CS||Verman@m|h0mepaper-com hicher than what’s on this site
m Jeffersonian B Ad-Visor & Chronicle 269-945-9554 % | '
W Tri-County Times m Battle Creek Shopper News Internally, across all of our com-

m Daily News ® The Sun and News munities we target 1.75 stalls per unit,”
W Iri-County Citizen B The Reminder

m Oxford Leader m St. Clair Area View Teichen said. “So, we feel comfortable
with 1.8.”
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Township set to save after
switching insurance carriers

The fate of a dam at Hall Lake wasn't the only
agenda item before the Yankee Springs Board
of Trustees during its regular monthly meeting
Wednesday, July 10.

Board members also voted to switch its insurance
provider to EMC Insurance through the Ted Hartleb
Agency. The decision was made after a comparison
of three quotes, with EMC offering broader coverage
at a lower annual premium — $51,129 compared to
the township's current $58,000 plan.

The new policy includes full replacement value for
fire trucks and coverage for township signage and
memorials previously left unprotected.

Board members also improved what they reported-
ly see as budget friendly infrastructure improvements,
iNncluding a new digital phone system to replace
its outdated analog lines. The system, provided by
Ocean Omega, includes 14 lines and will cost $140
monthly — down from the current $200 — after an initial
$2,600 equipment investment.

The board also OK'd to add another pad and bin for

recycling funded by a $4,000 grant from Barry County
Waste Management, as well as the scheduling of a
public hearing on Aug. 14 for Payne Ridge paving
improvements under Special Assessment No. 51.

The evening's public comment featured residents
raising concerns about tax policy and boarad trans-
parency, with former clerk Mike Cunningham sharply
criticizing the board for maintaining a 1-percent ad-
ministrative fee on tax bills, Cunningham stated it was
unnecessary and showed a disregard for residents’
POCKetDOoOoKS.

"The board is supposed to notice when we can
save residents money —and act on it,” he said.

Also, precinct delegates Dave and Robin Laansma
called on the board to restore a previously eliminated
public comment slot at the beginning of meetings
and pushed for live streaming to improve public ac-
cess and accountability.

Robin Laansma accused the supervisor of sup-
pressing voices, calling it “a sign of weak leadership.

In other business, township fire department of-
ficials reported strong community feedback following
a busy Fourth of July weekend and noted that the
old fire truck will be sold soon. Also, Park Committee
projects — particularly the pickleball court and walk-
Ing path — are reportedly nearing completion, while
Planning Commission discussions Included progress
on a mining ordinance and a potential new blight or-
dinance.

And while the Zoning Board of Appeals did not
meet this month, a tentative meeting scheduled for
August.

Board members closed with praise for Tom Hop-
KINS work on the insurance policy and enthusiasm for
local road Improvements.

The next regular meeting of the board of trustees
IS scheduled for Aug. 14 at 6 p.m. at the Yankee
Springs Township Hall on North Briggs Road. The
township does not stream meetings online, but re-
cordings of previous meetings are available at the
township office.

"
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Continued from Page 1

the Hall Lake Dam, marking a firm stance against
state plans to drain the lake.

Yankee Springs Township trustee Dave
VanHouten and Supervisor Rob Heethuis voiced
strong opposition to the state’s plan to eliminate the
Hall Lake Dam, citing concerns over environmental
impact and community loss.

VanHouten, who attended a recent MDNR and
MDEGLE meeting, said no clear explanation was
provided for why Hall Lake was targeted beyond a
general liability reduction mitiative.

The board voted, 5-0, to adopt a resolution opposing
the dam’s removal and authonzed Clerk Tom Hopkins
to draft letters to Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and the
MDNR advocating for the dam’s preservation.

“This 1s a beautiful lake and a vital part of our
community,” VanHouten said. “Draining 1t would
be a huge mistake.”

Originally an eight-acre lake about 6-feet deep,
the Gun Lake Road embankment raised the water
level about 6 feet when it was installed. A water
control structure added in the mid-1960s raised the
lake another six feet. Hall Lake currently covers
roughly 46 acres.

MDNR officials reported that i1ts Parks and
Recreation Division met with various units of local
government and other non-governmental organi-
zations to discuss the possibility of transferring
ownership of Hall Lake Dam. Unfortunately, no
group was able to commit to financing the neces-
sary repairs, including the ongoing monitoring and
reporting of safety and maintenance concerns.

According to reports, MDNR Park and Recreation
officials are no longer leading any efforts to find a
new owner and are moving forward with plans for
decommissioning of the dam and lowering of the
impoundment.

According to the MDNR, the phased drawdown
will protect the integrity of Gun Lake Road, which
runs along top of the earthen berm dam. The project
calls for an initial drawdown of 3 feet during the
month of July and about another 3 feet in June 2026.

A gradual drawdown of not more than 6 inches per
week 1s planned to protect fish and wildlife, as well
as stabilize sediments
as much as possible.

“Once the project 1s
completed, a smaller
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body of water will
continue to exist for
outdoor recreation,
similar to its original
lake size,” Jandernoa
said. “And fortunately,
there are other small
lakes within Yankee 5o
Springs Recreation == __ ¥
Area that can provide g s
recreational experienc- 2

es like those available
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on Hall Lal\e These mdude Williams L,al\t. Lonb
Lake, Baker Lake and Chief Noonday Lake.”

Repairing the dam was the clear choice of those
who voiced concerns with the plan during a spring
open house on the project. When 1t became clear
to the MDNR that local governments and agencies
were unable to assume full responsibilities for the
dam, state officials determined that drawing down
the impoundment was the appropriate course of
action.

During those discussions, MDNR officials report-
edly learned that dam impoundment conditions had
worsened and would need to be addressed quickly.

In 2022, MDNR Parks and Recreation Division
initially engineered a project to replace the water
control structure, culvert and a portion of the
embankment. The competitive bid for that first
phase of dam repairs came in at over $1 million,
more than double the original budget of $500,000.

An estimate for that repair now 1n 2026 1s $1.1-
1.3 million. That project would also need to include
a second phase of work to address additional
embankment work to bring the dam back into com-
pliance with MDEGLE’s Dam Safety Unit require-
ments, a phase that never got close enough to reality
to come up with an additional cost estimate.

Classified by MDEGLE as a significant haz-
ard dam, failure of Hall Lake Dam could cause
economic and environmental damage, or disrupt
essential services downstream, though loss of life is
unlikely. The dam also previously received a condi-
tion rating of “poor.”

“It 1s the DNR’s goal to ensure that Hall Lake
and surrounding amenities remain valuable natu-
ral resources that are both safe and sustainable.”
Jandernoa said. “The short-term aspects of decom-
missioning the dam include a gradual lowering
of Hall Lake to an approved level, removal of the
outdated water control structures, installation of a
new culvert under Gun Lake Road and full restora-
tion of the road.

“Long-term, the drawdown will reduce the size
and depth of Hall Lake but will allow this body of
water as well as the North Country Trail and Hall

LLake Trail to remain. Once the new lake level is
established, the DNR will also explore replacing
the existing boating access site with a carry-down
access site.”

o LOCAL TRUSTED ROOFING COMPANY WITH 115+ YEARS
= IN THE BUSINESS

“; e 10 YEAR SERVICE GUARANTEE ON ALL WORKMANSHIP
<.« WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE COMPANYS

;_ » FRIENDLY, HONEST & EXPERIENCED TEAM

¢ WIDE RANGE OF ROOFING / EXTERIOR OPTIONS
e FULLY LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED
e A+ RATING WITH BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
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Middle, high school students invited to take

part in ‘Congressional App Challenge’
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PUBLIC NOTICE

lhe Village of Middleville Public Work Department will b

Hlushing fire hydrants begmning at 7:00 am on Monday, July 21.

2025, and will continue throughout the month of July and August
Village water customers may Cxpericncee some discoloration, and
or pressure difference while this regular mamntenance 1s being
completed. The water remains safe to drink during this process
Usually letting the tap run for a few minutes will clear up any
discoloration and normal PICSSUINCS will return once flushing
l"+|H_‘I;IIIHH'w have ht_'L‘ﬂ L‘HIH[‘HL‘IL‘(]. ” }nn have Al QUECSLIONS
regarding this operation, contact the Department of Public Works
at 269-795-3385. We appreciate your patience in our endeavor to

provide you the highest quality of water possible.

Posted: July 16, 2025
Kim Dannenberg
Village Deputy Clerk

1

1‘;.' P“if_ liﬁf:‘t‘.

KCC Theatre to

perform free

showings of original

play July 25.27
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Al a regular meeting of the Gaines Charter Township Board of Truste:
held Monday, July 14, 202! al the Townshino Hall located at
Kalamazoo Ave., SE, Caledonia, Ml 49316, the Board of Trustees adop!

an ordinance to amend and approve the Authentix Gamnes Planned

[}(1Jf1ir’}[-lrr]‘r-11 f"-*";?!' ,fllr]fJ

he Township Board approved a request by Continental 870 Fund LLC(
rezone the Authentix Gamnes Planned Unit Development (PUD). site |

B

assoclated roads, and utithes. 1he PUD i1s legally described as

Farcel 1: 41-22-02-100-051 Commonly known as 6338 Hanna Lake Ave., Sl
Farcel 2° 41-22-02-100-055 Commoniv known as 6330 Hanna | ake Awve ;
Farcel 3. 41-22-02-100-053 Commonly known as 6326 Hanna Lake Ave. . Sl

A true ¢ QRY of the approved orainance to amend and approve the Authenti»

("_;mrwﬁ F’I.;-;r'lr"wrj UFHT [_‘)( velopment rezoning., can be obtamed at the
; -
Clerk’'s office during normal business hours (8:30am-5:00PM Mon-Fri)

o>dald ordinance shall take effect seven days after first publhication of ti

Nnonce

Michael A. Brew
Gaines Charter Township Clerk
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Barry COunty Falr closes curtain on ‘Klds Rock’ week Saturday

Brett Bremer
Sports editor

The Barry County Fair concludes its
week Saturday, July 19, at the Barry Expo
Center between Middlevilleand Hastings.

Midway amusements get rolling at
noon on Saturday. The fairgrounds are
open from 8 a.m. untilatleast 10:30 p.m.

The 4-H events kicked off with
Youth Dog Judging in the show arena
Saturday morning, July 12. Youth Non-
[Livestock Judging was held throughout
the day Saturday. Rabbit, Cavy and
poultry took the 4-H spotlight Sunday.

Open class home economic entries
like photographs, paintings, jellies
and jams, vegetables, breads, antiques,
crochet and quilted items etc. started
making their way into the expo build-
ing Sunday afternoon and judging
took place in those classes beginning
Monday morning.

4-H judging continued throughout
the week. The small animal sale was
held Thursday and the livestock sale
Friday in the show arena.

Grandstand events this week includ-

ed Mitten Mud Race Series mud runs, a
couple nights of Unique Motor Sports
Off Road Derby and demolition derby,
Super Kicker Rodeo and Michigan
Truck and Tractor Pullers. The finale
of the evening shows 1s the Michigan
State Fair Super Cross races Saturday.
Super Cross 1s set to begin at 7 p.m.
Admission to the grandstand 1s $15 in
addition to the regular fair admission.

Fair admission for adults 1s $8 per
day. Kids 8 and under are free. Parking
1S free all day every day. Credit cards
are now being accepted at the gate as
well as cash.

The schedule for the fair on Saturday
also includes the 4-H Show of Champi-
ons in the show arena beginning at 8:30
a.m. followed by the Young Clover
Dairy Show. Antique Tractor Pulls will
be held to the west of the Expo building
beginning at 10 a.m. Barrel racing will
be held in the horse arena beginning at
noon. The livestock fashion show is in
the show arena at 3 p.m. and the 4-H
Has Talent show will be held in the
show arena at 4 p.m.

IK Library Water Fun Spray Day
p\anned for Tuesday afternoon
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All are welcome to come cool off with the 2025 summer reading program
at the Thornapple Kellogg Community Library Tuesday, July 22. The
summer activity schedule once again includes a Water Fun Spray Day
with the Thornapple Township Fire Department. The annual event will be
held in the parking lot south of the high school from 2 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Folks are told to come prepared to get wet. Photo provided
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Bryan Wilder of Hastings takes a turn with his monster truck during the Mud
Mitten Race Series in front of the grandstand at the Barry County Fair in
Hastings Monaday. The fair wraps up its week of activities today, July 19.

Visit us online at www.Sunandnews.com

WE'RE HERE FOR
ALL YOUR HEATING AND
COOLING NEEDS

_.;"

Residential & Commerclal 4

—Gas Furnaces
—Gas Boilers
—Air Conditioners
—Heat Pumps
—Water Heaters
—-Humidifiers

DeWeerd

| HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
i DEWEERDHTG.COM 269-792-2234

yenrs
ACCREDITED
BEB BUSINESS
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Michigan High School Athletic As-
sociation member high schools reported
a combined participation of 275,684
athletes in MHSA A-sponsored tourna-
ment sports during the 2024-25 school
year—the highestnumber of participants
In those activities since 2018-19 and
despite another decrease in combined
enrollment across those 754 schools.

Thispastyear’s participation total was
5,020 students — or 1.9 percent — higher
than 1n 2023-24, while enrollment at
member schools fell by 1.3 percent.
Boys participation was up 1.9 percent
to 161,329 —also 1ts highest since 201 8-
19 — and girls participation was up 1.8
percent to 114,355, its highest count

\

THE SUN AND NEWS

since 2019-20. MHSAA participation
totals count students once for each
sport in which they participate, meaning
students who are multiple-sport athletes
are counted more than once.

1wo sports set participation records
during 2024-25. Boys track & field
counted 24,759 participants — a 3.7 per-
centincrease fromayearago in breaking
its previous record from 2005-06. Girls
lacrosse participation was up 0.9 percent
from last year to 3,970 participants in
setting a record for the second-straight
season.

Another 15 sports saw participation
increases this past school year. Girls
tennis saw an increase of 6.4 percent

NOTICE OF
PUBLISHING

At a regular meeting of the Gaines Charter Township Board of Trustees,
neld Monday, July 14, 2025, at the Township Hall located at 8555
Kalamazoo Ave., SE, Caledonia, Ml 49316, the Board of Trustees
approved an ordinance to amend the Gaines Charter Township Zoning
Ordinance as provided for in Chapter 32 thereof by amending Section 2.20
and the Township Zoning Map. The amendment of Section 2.20 thereof,
the Zoning Map, rezones the following property from Agricultural/Rural
Residential (ARR) to Village Residential (VR), the land being commonly
described as parcel 41-22-32-200-005 located at 1264 100" Street SE.
The legal description Is as follows:

WHNE ZEXS20A.&E&EXN 750 FT OF E691 FT & EX N

223 FT OF W 396 FT* SEC 32 T5N R11W 46.08 A.
The approved amendment of Section 2.20 thereof, the Zoning Map,
rezones the following property from Agricultural/Rural Residential (ARR) to
Village Residential (VR), the land being commonly described as parcel
41-22-32-200-005 located at 1264 100" Street SE.
A true copy of the adopted ordinance amending the Gaines Charter
Township Zoning Ordinance as provided for in Chapter 32 thereof by
amending Section 2.20 and the Township Zoning Map, can be obtained at
the Clerk’s office during normal business hours (8:30am-5:00PM Mon-Fri).
Said ordinance shall go into effect seven days after it is first published.

Michael A. Brew
Gaines Charter Township Clerk
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Caledonia senior Andrew Tava was a part of a record-setting number of
student-athletes participating on MHSAA varsity boys’ track and field teams
this spring. Boys' track and field and girls’ lacrosse both reached record
levels of participation during the 2024-25 school year. Photo by Brett Bremer

to 9,485 athletes, followed by boys and
girls wrestling’s combined increase of
5.2 percent to 12,422 participants —
with boys wrestling participation up 3
percent and girls up an incredible 24
percent to 1,505 athletes. Girls track &
field (18,108 athletes) and boys cross
country (8,209) also saw some of the
largest jumps at 4.5 and 4.1 percent,
respectively.

Alsoreporting increased participation
during 2024-25 were boys tennis (3.7
percent, 6,163 total athletes), football
(3 percent, 36,210), girls volleyball (2.9
percent, 19,679), boys golf (2.7 percent,
7,416), girls competitive cheer (2.4
percent, 6,319), boys basketball (1.7
percent, 20,541), girls cross country
(1.4 percent, 6,826), boys soccer (1.]
percent, 14,112), boys bowling (1 per-
cent, 4,333), boys swimming & diving
(0.9 percent, 4,073), and girls soccer
(0.7 percent, 11,090).

Although 11 sports saw participation

decreases during 2024-25 from the
previous school year, those for girls
basketball (-0.4 percent) and boys ice
hockey (-0.7 percent) were lower than
the 1.3-percent enrollment decline at
MHSAA member schools.

Football remains the most popular
sport in terms of participation at MH-
SAA member high schools, with that
total of 36,210 athletes 1ts highest since
2017-18. Girls volleyball remained the
most popular girls sport in 2024-25,
with its 19,679 athletes the highest total
since 2012-13.

The participation figures are gath-
ered annually from MHSAA member
schools to submit to the National
Federation of State High School As-
sociations (NFHS) for compiling of its
national participation survey. Results
of Michigan surveys from the 2000-01
school year to present may be viewed
on the MHSAA website.
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Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The first two dates on the Caledonia
varsity football schedule are home
ones, and work 1s progressing at Ralph
E. Myers Stadium in hopes of having
it ready for visits from Holy Names
Catholic High School out of Ontario
and Reeths-Puffer.

TI'he Fighting Scots are slated to open
the 2026 football season at home In
Caledonia Aug. 28 against the Holy
Names Catholic program.

The old home side stands and press
box are gone. A visitors grandstand i1s
currently gaining height.

The massive new concession stand
and restrooms are progressing nicely.

The new arched entrance at the south
end of the stadium 18 taking shape as
well as the tiered sections of the hill
inside the south end of the stadium.

Construction began inside “The
Ralph™ as the 2025 season wrapped up,
and kept right on rolling through the
spring while the Caledonia track and
field teams had a season of competi-
tions completely on the road.

T'his construction follows the instal-
lation of synthetic turf prior to the 2023
fall football season which was a small
part (‘:I"lhu $88 million bond passed in
2020. Caledonia voters also dppmn.d
a supplemental bond in the spring of
2023 1n part to continue the stadium
renovations.

The Caledonia football program is
hoping to host its annual Purple and
Gold scrimmage inside the stadium
Aug. 15. The first date for 2025 foot-
ball practice allowed by the MHSAA
1S Aug. 11.

VIEWY
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Projects are taking shape inside The Ralph

Work progresses on the massive new bqulﬂg on the South end of Ralph E Myers Stadium in Cale doma Wodn asday.
I'he project includes improved concessions stands and restrooms as well as a newly designed entry way. The plan
s for the stadium to be ready to host football games this fall. Photos by Brett Bremer

The Fighting Scot football program
IS also preparing for one of its big
fundraisers, the annual Scots Kickoff
Social at Butcher Block in Caledonia
which 1s slated for Aug. 16. That will
be a good opportunity for folks to hear
from new varsity football head coach
Whitney Bell.

Tickets for that event are
at caltouchdownclub.com.

The work going on at Ralph E. My-

available

ers Stadium 1s just a small portion of

construction going on throughout the
district this summer including work at
the new Dutton Elementary, and big
upgrades at Caledonia Elementary and
at the bus garage.
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I'he visitor stands on the west side of Ralph E. Myers Stadium in Caledonia
are beginning to take shape. Photo provided
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ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

— NOW HIRING —

View Newspaper Group is seeking a
Front Office Administrative Assistant

in our Hastings Banner/Reminder office

* Full and Part time positions
- Monday - Friday
« Competitive Hourly wage
» Fringe benefits available to
qualified full time employees

Please email resume to Jill Nichols, Controller
jnichols@mihomepaper.com

Vi Ewem.cpaper Group
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Tri Del Sol returns to Barlow Lake
area Sunday morning

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

It took just over two hours for Connor
Reynolds to hit the finish line first in 2024.

A little over 22 minutes of swimming, 58
minutes of cycling and 41 minutes of run-
ning gave him the victory in the Olympic
Inathlonat the annual Tri Del Sol Triathlon
held at the YMCA Camp Manitou Linn at
Barlow Lake in Middleville.

The event, an annual fundraiser for the
my Ieam Triumph West Michigan Chap-
ter, returns to Middleville Sunday, July 20
for its 2025 edition.

The event’s Olympic Triathlon in-
cludes a 1500-meter swim, a 40k bike
ride and a 10k run. There is also a sprint
triathlon which is half of each of those
distances and a super sprint triathlon
that covers a 200-meter swim, a 10k
bike ride and a 3k run.

Thereare alsoduathlon, aquabike, relay
and swim only contests for each of those
distances.

Event organizers are expecting an ex-
cellent weatherday and are happy toreport

that lake temperatures are right around 80
degrees for the swim.

Opening ceremonies are set to being at
/7 a.m. Sunday, with a rolling start for the
Olympic length event beginning at 7:30
a.m. Thetransition opentime forracersis 5
a.m. and it willremamopenuntil 6:45 a.m.

Anawards presentation is scheduled for
10 a.m. As well as championship awards,
there will be random prize drawings in-
cluding two $250 prizes and other sponsor
gifts. Folks must be present to win prizes
and previous random cash prize winners
from the event are not eligible for the
random cash drawings.

The cycling course takes riders east
of Barlow Lake along Shaw Lake Road.
Olympic distance bikers head south on
Yankee Springs Road from there, travel
east on M-179 to Gun Lake Road and
then back southwest until they reconnect
with Yankee Springs Road and head back
up to Camp Manitou-Lin to begin the run.
Runners head south from the camp around
the south end of Barlow Lake and then
loop back to the finish.

The sprint and super sprint courses are
shorter out and back portions of those
routes.
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