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Mitten sculptures are popping up at local businesses around the Gun Lake 
area. It’s part of the first art competition of its kind in the community. This mitten 
is one of many that can be found around the lake. Photos by Karen Turko-Ebright

J nuO tain First Gun Lake art
norifsqrnoo^ competition underway now
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Karen Turko-Ebright
Staff Writer
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A group of people standing in 
line outside in front of the Sand 
Bar & Grill in Middleville formed
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Michigan mitten 
sign in front of the 
restaurant. Among 
the onlookers, Amy

Scherer was also admiring the 
sculpture. “I don’t know if I am 
interested in painting one but I 
would like to have one for our 
home,” Scherer said.

Mitten sculptures are popping 
up at local businesses around 
the Gun Lake area. It’s the first 
art competition of its kind in the 
community. President of the Gun

See ART on 2
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Brent Springvioed (right) accepts the Business Owner of the Year award at the 
Gaines Chamber of Commerce 2025 Scholarships. Business Awards Luncheon 
on June 10. He’s joined on stage by the chamber’s executive director, Barb 
Nauta, and Hydroz board president Scott Yockey. Screen captures from BCTV

Stehouwer wins chamber’s 
‘Lifetime Achievement Award
James Gemmell
Contributing Writer

Tom Stehouwer, of Tom Stehouwer 
Auto Sales, got a special treat at the 
2025 Gaines Chamber Scholarship & 
Business Awards Luncheon on June 
10, being honored as the chamber’s 
annual Outstanding Person of the 
Year/Lifetime Achievement Award 
winner.

The luncheon was held at the 
Postma Center on the Pine Rest 
Christian Mental Health Services 
campus.

Stehouwer Auto Sales has been 
operating at its current location on 
Division Avenue, south of 68th 
Street, for more than 40 years, and 
the Stehouwer family once owned a 
Sunoco gas station at 68th Street and 
Division Avenue in Cutlerville even

1

\

9

before that.
“Tom is an upstanding community 

citizen and his business has a 4.8-star 
rating,” Gaines Chamber executive 
director Barb Nauta said. “He and 
his team are amazing at customer 
service. He is praised for his honesty 
and community support.

Tom, you are truly amazing, and
this community has been so honored 
and blessed to have you. Thank you 
for all you’ve done and continue to 
do for our community and families,” 
he added in honoring Stehouwer.

Stehouwer then stepped up to the 
podium, telling those attending the 
chamber luncheon that he has resided 
in Gaines Township his entire life.

“I had my first business in 1950,” 
he said. “I sat on grandma and

See STEHOUWER on 8
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Continued from Page 1

Lake Business Association, Deb 
I immerman, remembers the first 
discussion of bringing art to the Gun 
Lake community.

This is the first. In our Tourism
t ask f orce, we discussed how 
we could bring art to the lake,” 
I immerman said. “After diatting 
about what we could do that was 
different from other small cities and 
townships, ferry Cole, came up with 
the mitten idea and had someone fab­
ricate them. Together we partnered
to bring the project to life.

Cole is the co-owner of Chief

Breakfast 
Buffet 

Fundraiser
Help us support veterans and 

community functions.
Saturday, July 5, 2025 

and the First Saturday of each month 
Serving 8 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Eggs, sausage links or patties,
potatoes, biscuits and sausage gravy, 

pancakes, milk, Of, coffee.
* Afenw subject Io change 

Adults $13.00 • Children 10 & under $5.00 
For more information call the Post at 616-891-1882

Noonday Car Park in Yankee 
Springs and also the co-chair of the 
new Gun Lake art competition with 
the ‘Tainted Peninsula: Gun Lake 
Artistry” contest idea which requires 
a fabricated Michigan mitten and 
local businesses.

“As the sculptures began to take 
shape with each artist’s touch, it was 
incredible to see how' much heart 
and hometown pride was poured into 
them,” Cofc said. “Every piece tells 
a story, not just of#vlichigan, but of 
the people and places that make the 
Gun I.ake community so special. I 
hope it inspires others to explore, 
connect, and appreciate the creativity 
all around us.”

The new art competition invites 
local residents and businesses to cre­
atively paint sculptural renditions of 
Michigan’s iconic Lower Peninsula. 
The final entries for competition are 
in but anyone who wants to do so 
without being in the competition, 
can. Call Terry Cole at 616-262- 
9477 for more information.

Cole said his interest in the Paint 
the Peninsula art competition is 
to get everybody in the commu­
nity more active. “I’m community 
minded,” Cole said. “Let’s keep

located near each sculpture. Public 
voting will take place from Julv 5,
2025, through Labor Dav. Awards
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Coffee Donated by DIGGBY
COFFEE

Caledonia Memorial Legion Post 305
9548 Cherry Valley, Caledonia, MI
LUNCH M-TH 11 AM-8 PM: FRI 11 AM-2PM; 

FRI BUILD A BURGER 4-8 PM
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Locals can vote for their favorite 
painted mittens as part of the
II Painted Peninsula: Gun Lake
Artistry" contest.

everybody out in the community and 
keep business local. It gives people a
reason to get out and do stuff.

Sculptures will be displayed within 
a one-and-a-half-mile radius of 
Gun Lake, creating a public art trail 
throughout the summer. Visitors 
and locals alike will be encouraged 
to explore the displays and vote for

will be presented in two categories: 
Best Residential Lnlr>' and Best

Business F.ntry', with vxinncrs 
announced at Fall Fest on Saturday 
Sept. 27.

Visit gunlaketourism.com/events 
for more infonnation.

I love ihal the business coinniuni-
ty is working together to create pro­
grams and events that bring people 
together and celebrate this beautiful
place around us. 4 4 Timmennan said.

Voting on the mitten sculpture 
opens July 5 through Labor Day. 
Information will soon be posted at 
gunlaketourism.com/painled-penin- 
sula/.

i never seen such a great com-
munity response to an event, fhev 
ask a lot of questions and want to 
know where the other mittens can be 
found,” Cole explained. “1 he people 
that painted them put a lot of time 
and effort and thought into them, it 
wasn’t just a weekend job.”

The mittens are fabricated out of 
fiberglass and foam and produced at 
the Chief Noonday Car Park.
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Chamber set to assist with upcoming events
James Gemmelt
Contributing Writer

The Gaines Chamber of 
Commerce is keeping busy, as 
chamber officials and members 
will be involved in upcoming pub­
lic events this summer.

The local chamber will partici­
pate in the Kent County Sheriffs 
Office’s annual South Kent

National Night Out event on Aug. 
5 in the parking lots outside South 
Christian High School. That will 
run from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
The event is set to include dis­
plays of various police, fire, road 
commission, military and police 
vehicles, plus other activities.

Another upcoming event involv­
ing the chamber is the annual

Gaines Township Movie in the 
Park on Friday, Aug. 22, outside 
the township hall on Kalamazoo 
Avenue at 84th Street. This year’s 
free movie will be Dog Man.

The event will get underway at 
6:30 p.m. with free games, kids 
activities and food trucks. The 
movie begins at 8:30 p.m.
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TK Food Service Department starts hydroponic garden
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a hand in planting or growing something, they are 
much more likely to try eating it.”

The portable farms can grow more than 390 pounds 
of produce each year, while requiring just a standard 
electrical outlet and less than 10 square feet of space. 
The units have a fully contained water system, energy- 
efficient LED light towers and a pump allowing it to 
be in a comer of a classroom and then easily relocated 
to another classroom.

Students have actually already had a hand in help­
ing, according to district officials. During the high 
school’s annual service day, several students helped 
prepare the pods and plant the first seedlings in the 
Flex Acres units.

Endres has thanked students, the district’s admin­
istration, board of education members, the building 
and grounds department, and the maintenance depart­
ment, as welt as her own food service workers for 
supporting the effort and making her idea become 
a reality.

“I can’t see a downside to it,” she said. “Nutritional, 
freshness, food security - it’s all that and it provides 
educational opportunities and buy-in from students.

“Nutrition is a big passion of mine, and I believe this 
is a way we can get more nutritious food into each of 
our buildings and create enthusiasm with students.”

Report courtesy of Thornapple Kellogg Schools

More often than not, Thomapple Kellogg Schools 
food service director Jessica Endres can be found in 
the kitchen helping prep meals, on the serving lines 
helping out at lunchtime or, now, working at the 
school’s new hydroponic garden system.

“It’s 99% less land use and we use less water,” said 
Endres. “We also don’t have to rely on the weather 
at all.”

Alone, each of the four Flex Acre 9-by-9 feet panels 
can grow about 100 pounds of lettuce in 28 days. It’s 
more than enough lettuce to furnish for lunches at 
each of the six schools within the district.

Endres used funds from her budget to purchase 
the Flex Acre units from the Wisconsin-based Fork 
Farms, along with four smaller portable units called 
Flex Farms that can be used in classrooms.

According to Endres, she heard about the units 
while attending a conference and was intrigued by 
the idea. Now, she says, TK is the first K-12 school 
district in Michigan — and in the nation - to use the 
Flex Acres system as part of their food service.

The Flex Acre panels are more of a commercial 
growing system. The panels are set up in what used 
to be a storage room near the back loading docks at 
the middle school.

Each panel contains 520 planting pods, with a total 
of 2,304 pods available, that can be used to grow 
various kinds of lettuce and leafy vegetables, herbs, 
strawberries, cucumbers, peppers, edible and cut 
flowers, as well as other vegetables.

“I’m so passionate about this,” Endres said. “The 
produce we grow is more nutritious. It will have zero 
travel miles and will taste better because it’s fresher, 
we can harvest dai ly. I’m confident we can grow some 
of our own food right here. We have already sent let­
tuce we’ve grown right here to each of the buildings.

“Before this we have had to procure our lettuce from 
various places and sometimes the quality is subpar. 
You know it’s not as fresh as if we harvest it right
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Thornapple Kellogg Schools Food 
Service Director Jessica Endres 
stands with lettuce grown using the 
hydroponic system. Courtesy photo
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here ourselves within days of being used. 9^

She said she admits there is going to be a learning 
curve to plan, schedule and use the hydroponic sys­
tem, but she’s also very excited about the possibilities 
of all the fresh food she’ll be able to plant, grow, 
harvest and use for students.
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I’ve had this idea in my head for a while now,”
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Endres added. “After I heard about this, I took a lot 
of time to research and study and really learn about 
the system and how it could work here.
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they’ve been very helpful answering all my questions, 
and getting it all set up and operational.”

A team from Fork Farms came to TK and built 
the system in one day. They worked with the TK 
maintenance department, and building and grounds 
employees, who helped with the water, electrical and 
space needs.

Endres said she has also been in contact with the lo­
cal health department and has a strict regime of checks

and balances to ensure food safety. Each 
day she monitors water quality and nutri­
ent levels, and has a schedule of cleaning 
and maintaining the growing system, as 
plants are harvested and others planted.

In addition to the larger acre units, 
Endres also purchased four Flex Farms 
units that are smaller, portable units that 
can be used in classrooms and include 
an educational curriculum provided by 
Fork Farms.

“I’m most proud that this department 
can give back educationally to the 
students with this program,” she said. 
“There is always somewhat of a discon­
nect between food service and education 
and now we’re going to be teaching 
students how to grow their own food.

USA & CANADA LECTURE TOUR AUGUST 31 - OCTOBER 30, 2025
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(AEducation is important. And we want
to share this option of growing food with
our students.

The portable units reportedly are 
easily moved between classrooms 
and buildings. “There’s a buy-in from 
students,” Endres added. “If they have
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Meet the Nobel Peace Prize winner and one of the world’s greatest leaders. 
Lech Walesa will take you behind the scenes of one of history’s 

greatest turning points - and into the future we must build together.

REGISTER NOW: www.HistoryExplorer.com
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Micah Thomas Van Z^anen
Micah Thomas Van Zanen was born to 

Rebecca (Becky) and Robert Van Zanen on 
March 17, 2025 at Butterworth Hospital in 
Grand Rapids, Ml.

In the Bible, Micah was a prophet called 
by God to speak truth to those in power, 
urging them to act with justice, mercy, 
and humility. Our Micah was also honored 
to bear the name Thomas after his loving

Pappap and Jesus’ disciple.
Before he was born, Micah was diagnosed 

with complex congenital heart disease 
and spent his life in Room 819 at Helen 
DeVos Children's Hospital Pediatric Cardiac 
Intensive Care Unit. While there, he had four 
major heart surgeries and enchanted us 
with his silky red hair, engaging blue eyes, 
and tight finger squeezes. The three months 
and one day of his life were a gift and while

his earthly heart could not 
sustain his tx>dy, he captured 
our hearts forever 

Micah passed from the 
loving arms of his parents 
into the loving arms of 
his heavenly Father on 
Wednesday. June 18, 2025. 
There he met the innumerable 
friends and family who have 
gone on before him to live 
with Christ, particularly his 
Great Granddaddy, Robert 
Smith, and Great Grandpa, 
Charles Hamstra.

He left behind a wonderful community 
of family and friends who miss him, none 
more than his Mama. Dada, and big sister,
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LOCAL CHURCH DIRECTORY
ALASKA BAPTIST

CHURCH

Service Times
Sunday at 9:30 AM A 6:00 PM

www.alaskabeptist.org
7240 68th Street SE, Caledonia

FIRST
BAPTIST

Middleville

Sunday Service 
10:30 AM

I

Ill r* r 
h .n

1
k»

LIvestream facebook.com/firstbaptjstmiddleville 
FBCMIDDLEVILLE.NET - 5215 M37 - 269-795-9726

JOURNEY CHURCH
Caledonia Location fli

9185 Cherry Valley Ave SE 
9:15 am and 11:00 am

Middleville Location
1664 M-37 

9:30 am and 11:00 am

«

Ak THORNAPPLE VALLEY

OCHURCH
MIDDLEVILLE

SERVICE TIMES:
Sunday at 9:30am & 11:00am

20 State Street. Middleville. Ml / www.tvcweb.com

I

Caledonia 
Vine Street Church 

Rev. Christine M. Beaudoin

cornerstone c h u rc h
7?

Join us for our traditional yet casual worship I 
service, in person or online, 

at 9:00 am I

Join us in person or online 
Sundays 9:30 & 11am

*• 6

250 Vine Street 616-891-8669

1675 84th St. SE
Caledonia, Ml 49316
cornerstonemi.org/weekend

k Good Shepherd 
’ Lutheran Church

908 W. Main Street, Middleville 
(Missouri Synod)

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rob Wurst
http://good8hepheF(llcfns.googlepages

Church: (269) 795-2391
.com

MPEACE
CHURCH

PEACECHURCH.ee

Sundays at 8:00,9:30, and 11:00 AM 
Lead Pastor: Pastor Ryan Kimmel 

616.891.8119
6950 Cherry Valley Rd., Middleville, MI 49333

peacechurch.ee

F..Jik a a

HOLY FAMILY
JJ/CATHOLIC CHURCH 

9669 Kraft Ave., Caledonia 
Phone: 616-891-9259 

www.holyfamilycaledonia.org
Saturday Evening Mass
Sunday Masses

. -7* ft J

L r

t
'f

«r>4_^ % ~.S1IIIB<^

3

5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Considering becoming Catholic? 
Call or see our website for information.

X,
I

Sunday Worship: 
8:50 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Fellowship 
9:45 to 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School 
10 to 16:45 a.m.

@ St. Paul Lutheran Church 
& Preschool

8436 Kraft Ave., Caledonia. MI 49316 
Office 616-891-8688 • Preschool (616) 891-8688

www.stpaulcaledoiii8.org

Yankee Springs Bible Church
8900 Duffy Road 

Middleville, MI 49333

"Shiniag Forth God's Light ft

Sunday Morning Worship 
Community Group............

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

James L. CoUison, Pastor 
www.yankeespringsbibiechurch.org

Ana He is remembered 
and loved by his Pappap 
and Nana (Thomas and 
Barbara Soyster), Grandpa 
and Grandma (Steven and 
Christine Van Zanen), Auntie 
Katie Van Zanen. Uncle 
Nathan Groenewold, Aunt 
Amy Van Zanen, Uncle 
Joseph Van Drunen. Uncle 
Paul Soyster, Aunt Bre 
Soyster. great grandmothers 
Margaret (Peggy) Smith 
and Beatrice Hamstra, 
and cousin Beatrice Van

Drunen and well as many extended family 
members, friends, and the community at 
Restoration Christian Reformed Church.

We invtte all to join us in celebrating 
Micah’s life and mourning his passing 
Visitation will take place from 10-11 a m. 
at Brookside Christian Reformed Church 
(3600 Kalamazoo Ave SE, Grand Rapids, 
Ml 49508) on Saturday June 28, 2025. 
There will then be a service at 11 a m. with 
luncheon to follow. Nursery care for those 
with young children will be available as 
well as a livestream option for those unable 
to join in person (broadcast on Brookside 
CRC's YouTube channel). Following the 
luncheon, family members are invited 
to participate in a graveside service in 
Middleville with dinner to follow.

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions 
may be made to the Betz Congenital Heart 
Center or Restoration Christian Reformed 
Church.

Robert and Becky would like to 
specifically thank the wonderful and skilled 
medical team that cared for Micah and our 
entire family throughout his life. Thank you 
for giving us the gift of time with our son 
and for loving him, and us, so well.

Thank you also to our incredible family, 
friends, church, and co-workers who
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supported us through months of prenatal 
appointments, travel back and forth to the 
hospital, and time away from home. Your 
generosity and kindness is overwhelming. We 
could not have made this journey without you.

Finally, thank you to the many around the world 
who p^ed fervently for Micah and for our family. 
There is no greater gift. We are forever grateful. 
Please visit www.bwlergoresfuneral.com to share 
a memory or to leave a condolence message for 
Micah’s family.

Your local agent insures your

H#me
Jason Parks 

121 E. Main Street 
Downtown Middleville
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facebook.com/firstbaptjstmiddleville
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cornerstonemi.org/weekend
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peacechurch.ee
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DUMPSTER RENTAL SNOW­
PLOWING, Lot Clearing, Forestry, 
Mulching, Brush Hog, Mow­
ing. Dumpsters-Solutions.com 
(616)283-9712.

, a

ite., - ’ r CONSTRUCTION

1

1

CONSTRUCTION: POLE BARNS, 
Siding, Decks, Roofing, etc.
Licensed, 30 Years. Tom Beard 
(269)838-5937

Wayne Douglas 
Bartlett

Wayne Douglas Bartlett, age 
79, of Shelbyville, Ml, passed 
away peacefully at home on 
June 18, 2025, just shy of 
his 80th birthday. He was an 
amazing husband, supportive 
dad, a champion grandpa, and 
a dedicated friend. Everyone 
who knew Wayne enjoyed his 
company.

Born on August 24,1945, in 
Marshall, Ml, Wayne graduated
from Ferris State University with a degree 
in economics and finance. He spent over 30 
years with General Motors, where he earned 
the respect of his colleagues and formed 
lasting friendships. Former co-workers often 
recalled how genuinely kind and supportive he 
was to those who worked for him. Known for 
his dedication, quick wit. humor, and strong 
work ethic, Wayne left a lasting impression on 
everyone who knew him.

Wayne embraced life with quiet strength 
and an open heart. He came to understand 
the joys of travel and the peaceful rhythm of 
lake life. As his health changed, he continued 
to find new ways to connect with family and 
friends, never losing his curiosity or his ability 
to find beauty in everyday life. He loved Gun 
Lake, a good bourbon, card games, puzzles, 
and competing in local golf and pool leagues.

He found great joy in cheering on his 
grandchildren—whether at sporting 
events, school plays, dance recitals, or 
marching band performances—no matter 
the weather. He found special moments

of connection in simple 
things: bonding with his 
grandson at the barbershop, 
watching recorded events 
of his grandkids and great­
grandkids, or simply sending 
a quick text. Wayne had 
a deep love for his family 
and was always ready to 
lend a hand, offer advice, 
or simply be present. His 
pets were just as dear to 
him, and he cherished their 
companionship as part of the 
family. One of his grandsons

described him best: welcoming, calm, and 
always composed.

Audrey, his greatest companion and 
source of strength, survives him, along 
with his children, Jenny and Brian (Mickey); 
grandchildren, Nikki, Ryan, Grace, Rachel, 
and Michael; and six great-grandchildren. 
He is also survived by, who he called, his 
bonus children, Yvonne, Lisa (David), and 
Tonya (John); and bonus grandchildren, Brice 
(Cheyenne), Carlee (Kody), Kiley, Kennedy, 
Caden, Morgan, and Delaney.

Wayne was preceded in death by his 
parents, his first wife, Judy, and his sister, 
Carol Warsop.

A memorial service was held on Saturday, 
June 21, 2025, at Beeler-Gores Funeral Home 
in Middleville, Ml. In lieu of flowers, the 
family kindly asks that donations be made to 
the Karmanos Breast Cancer Institute or that 
a tree be purchased and planted in Wayne’s 
memory. Please visit www.beelergoresfuneral. 
com to share a memory or to leave a 
condolence message for Wayne’s family.

ThB buck stays hsrs!
Spend It hare. Koop it bars.
Invest In Your Community,

Group

Alpha 616 Media, llc
photo • video • drone

residential & commercial real estate • corporate • events

Alpha616Media.com

grant@alpha616media.com
(616) 638-4751

Grant Alphenaar
Owner
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Chuck and 
Melissa Flora 
to Celebrate 
50th Wedding 
Anniversary

Chuck and Melissa
Flora of Middleville,
celebrating their

are
50th
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COMMERCIAL-RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT: 7884 
Eastern Ave, Suite A,B Grand Rap­
ids. $20.00 ANNUAL /SF 2205 sqft 
available. RE/Max of Grand Rapids 
Margaret Peric (616)204-9792 
margoperic@remax.net

WANTEO
WANTED TO BUY: Standing Tim­
ber. Conscientious timber harvest­
er. Saw Mill Office-517-254-4463.

FOR SALE
2001 SUZUK11400 INTRUDER 
excellent shape. $2850. Call or 
text 517-231-9953.

PETS

J . a

•’ft
K

<5*
1^

9

wedding anniversary!
They were married on 

July 12, 1975 at North 
Irving Wesleyan Church.

Their children are Gerrit 
and Amanda Keizer and 
grandchildren Ryan and 
Madelyn.

Cards may be sent to 300 
Larkin St. Middleville, Ml 
49333

House Kittens 2 males (orange) 
(dark tiger) 1 female (calico) 12 weeks 
old. wormed twice. 269-758-3737

EMPLOYMENT
LPN for Assisted Living Wanted
Carveth Village is in search of an LPN 
to assist in resident care manage­
ment. For more details, please call 
Makenzi at (269) 795-4972 or apply 
online at www.carvethvillage.net.

%«
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• Closed-Cell Foam Insulation 
• Blown-in Attic Insulation 

517-983-0954
start Saving Today ~ Use Spray Foam

I

• Digital TV Antennas • Starlink Installs • Towers 
• Cellular Enhancement Systems

C(bH 1
•we 1

n G* J

vvww.celisignalpros.com

Give us a call! 
269-967-8241 
www.theantennamen.com 

antennamen@gmail.com
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BODY SHOP

Complete 
Collision Repair

110 Johnson Street SE 
Caledonia, Ml 49316

'^a/r fruilrd body Shop for 
ovtr 32 yeon
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Field of Flight readies for takeoff in Battle Creek
Ihe Hsate t m » _ f»f Htchl Alt

S)u*w md nBfhwwi Y cMimI H prep*r-
•fur 10 I f tn rhe skies next week The 
event, whuh h the largext combined 
all dum and balloon festival m Ncwih 
Amcma. runs July 2d» at Battle C reek 
f vecutive Airport

fbe evetu will feature five dav« af 
lunilf achviiir* Ih»% includr* an 
41ow», ho< an ballocm*. Iirr*«n1k*. 
concert*, a carnival and m<«fr New
tbi^ yesr u a iUi<r» that will take
place hit> 1

aa Ihn will he our lirM-evcr drone
khow and it was broughi in b> popular 
demand/' said Bretten Bailey, a i^ikes
perMwi lor the event •< Ihe drone show
will lx: one of the mini ^pcctaeul f

attract ton* we have bnnjght in and it\ 
being produced by a Michigan*ha*cd
compiiny..StariightAcrial ProdiKlionn.
Ihe show IS being dubbed “Starlight 
Spectacular,” added Bailey

f ield of f light will also feature two 
fireworks displays. These will take 
place on July 2 and July 4. Ihcse show s 
will also feature niglittime pyrotech-
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Ihe Uniled Scales Air Force

* ^bJSs
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IhurxIortMrds are heedhntng lh«. ye«v *« Hoifi it
Flight Air Show, which is the largest m the yet© of Michigan Courleiy phota

nicB. Attendee* will not oniv be ableO'

to sec colorful fireworks in the sky, but 
also phosphorus effects on the ground 
and walls of fire.

Prior to the fireworks displays both

San our OR cork 
to find four 

periect roviWion^

nighU. the “HOI SIRI.AK II •s '57

t

aJ

•V

before, you’re in for a real treat” said 
Bailey. **11 is truly a magical event. Walt 
Disney would've been impressed with 
how these theatrical night air show's are

Chevy Jet Truck will do a night per­
formance and run. There will also be 
Balloon Illumes, where the balloons 
light their burners to illuminate their 
envekYpes at twilight on Julv 2 and 
July 3.

The event also features one of the 
nation’s largest twilight and night air 
shows on July 5, the Twilight & Night 
Air Show.

a* I f you’vc never sicen a night airshow

Simply Perfect
WEDDING INVITATIONS

Created just for your big day, we've put together sets of 
stunning wedding invitations to perfectly match your style.

raiNTlNG BY

www.printingbypennylane.com
ginad®pennyldnepnnting.com

* * w * w * * •* * ■» «» • ■ * * * ■ II ♦ • ♦

performed.
Ihc twilight air show will feature 

aircraft performing against the setting 
sun. As it gets dark, the aircraft will 
then perform with lights, pyrotechnics, 
wingtip pyro, aerial launched firew orks 
and more.

Air shows, scheduled for July 4-6 
w ill feature the I hited States Air I orce 
Thunderbirds, the ILS Army (iolden 
Knights, the U.S Navy I/A-IMI Su­
per Hornet RHINO Demo learn and 
the U.S Air I orce I -35A I ightnmp 
II Demo Team, amimg others July 3 
will feature a civilian warm up show

(>ver 1 50.000 people are expetied to 
attend this year's event

Tickets for the 2025 field of I light 
arc on sale now at ficldoff1ight.com. 
Advanced purchase is recommended, 
but not required Parking will be cash 
only. Organizers request exact change 
of $5 to help keep traffic flow ing

The Battle Creek field of flight 
Air Show & Balloon festival is the 
largest in North America Ihc event is 
one of the longest-running annual air 
shows and halkxvn festivals in the state 
of Michigan a.s well as being Battle 
Creek’s largest festival

The event has been held over the
4th of July holiday in Battle Creek

44You’ll get two air shows for the
price of one on the Sth” said Bailey. 
“We'll have our day air show that day 
as well”

since 1980.
for more information on the event, 

visit ficldofnighl.com or call 269- 
962-0592. Follow' their Facebook and 
Instagram pages for the latest updates.

John Hendler

Visit us online at mihomepaper com
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sn Chamber officials celebrate grand opening of new hotel
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/\ 124-suite extended-stay hotel that opened in Gaines Township earlier this spring kicked off its grand opening celebration with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony on Wednesday afternoon, June 18. The 124-suite Staybridge Suites Grand Rapids South Hotel, located on Eastport Drive just north of M-6, 
is part of the Namou Hotel Group and is owned by IHG Hotels & Resorts. The hotel group is a member of the Gaines Chamber of Commerce. The 
new hotel features a fitness center, a sun terrace and an indoor swimming pool. Additional facilities include a lounge, outdoor fireplace, and outdoor 
seating areas. Here, representatives of the hotel group, along with various members of the Gaines chamber, the Staybridge Suites staff, and Gaines 
Township board and staff members gather for last week’s ribbon cutting. Courtesy photo

Middleville Lions hosting
Independence Day celebration I WE ’RE HERE FOR
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Molly Macleod
Editor

The Middleville Lions will keep 
with tradition, hosting the annual 
Independence Day celebration this 
coming July 4.

The free celebration begins early 
in the day at 9 a.m. at Middleville’s 
downtown amphitheater. There, at­
tendees can enjoy a live DJ while the 
youngsters can work out some energy 
on the bounce house. The celebration 
will continue at the amphitheater until 
2 p.m.

After a midday break, the party 
moves to the Thomapple Kellogg High

School soccer fields from 6 to 10:45 
p.m. There will be free activities for 
both kids and adults, along with live 
music from The BlueCatz and food 
trucks.

Free activities, provided by BattleGR 
Tactical Games, include laser tag, 
bow and arrow tag, axe throwing and 
airbrush tattoos.

Fireworks will begin around 10 p.m. 
on Friday, July 4.

Thomapple Valley Church will be 
handing out a limited supply of free hot 
dogs during the July 4 event.

Seating is not provided.

YOU’RE NOT JUST OUR REAOERS.
You’re our friends, our family, our neighbors... and 

our future.
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IZ/eiv Newspaper Group 
is seeking a fuii-time

STAFF REPORTER
View Newspaper Group Is seeking a full-time, 

experienced news and features reporter to 
Join our growing team ol Journalism professionals.

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
• Coverage of local 

events, meetings 
and the community

• Interviewing
• Writing
• Editing

• Photography
• Networking
• Copy Editing

Qualified Individuals must have a four-year degree 
in Journalism or related communication field and be: 
• Proficient in Associated Press Style • Deadline-driven 

• Positive • Friendly • Outgoing
• Have the ability to work some nights and weekends

fcnoiv ycx/ irf// too/
Qualified applicants can send a resume to 

View Newspaper Group Publisher 
wsmith&mihomepaper com

VIEVWom^ Group
■ The County Press 
■ Lapeer Area View

■ Tn-County Times 
■ Daily News

9 Genesee County View a Tri-County Citizen
■ Huron County View
■ Sanilac County News
■ Your Buyer s Guide
■ Jeffersonian

• Oxford Leader
■ Lake Orion Review
■ Clarkston News
■ The Citizen
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• The Lowell Ledger
• The Hastings Banner 
■ Buyer's Guide & News
■ Ad-Visor & Chronicle
■ Battle Creek Shopper News 
■ The Sun and News
■ The Reminder
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Games Cbarnber of Cewnmerf e 
preMcJonf Barb Nauta gtvet lorn 
Sfehouwer a hug aftc* hm apeecb 
accepting pia Out&tarxJirsg Person 
of the Yoar/Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the chamber t anrutal 
awards presentation on June 10

STEHOUWER
Continued from Paoe 1

graiMlpa’s porch, and I had Tom's 
beans for S cents a hag.

And. then, I was one of the
younger members of the volunteer 
fire department . and my dad was
firc chief. 44

Stehouwer was later drafted into 
the U.S. Army and subsequently 
worked at Pfeiffer Lincoln Mercury.

“I had to sell evcryihing to get 
started (in business),” Stehouwer
said.

He thanked family members and 
those who have worked for his com *

pany over the years.
“I love you all very much.” he 

said. “You guys arc very important. 
I think we’ve been very good for the 
community.”

Stehouwer added that his grand­
parents once had a house on the 
northeast comer of 68th Street arxl 
Division Avenue.

44 And they would house the nurses
that came to Pine Rest to learn how 
to be nurses,” he said.

Brent Springvloed of The 
Springvioed AgcncyZFarm Bureau 
Insurance was named the chamber's 
Business Owner of the Year.

44We have been so very blessed to
have Brent serving on our chamba*
board • • • for about four years. His
leadership and love for helping our
community is truly outstanding, 44

Nauta said. “As a business owner,

.^*OTkir>

•J J .:

Tom Stehouwer shares »om© 
memories at growing up in CuOerviiie 
after receiving tfie Gmnes Cf larr^Mr
cj^ Commence Out^landrig P<?<ion
of the Yoer/Ufetime Achteverrwii
Award on «Xx^ W

Brent it a I>ccn4ed muhi-line inaur-
MKC agent

Previously, Spnngvioed also Uught 
at South (."hnstian Hiirfi School for 
16 years.

a*rd jutit like to thank Harb and the
chamber for this recognitum.*' he 
said “1 really appreciate il 1 want to 
say thanks to my staff members who 
are here . thank you so much for all 
that you do.

a«As you know, in whatever posi
tion that you're in, it’s often the 
people that don't get the recognition
that deserve it the most 44

The Business ol the Year Award 
went to Kaihowm Brew ing Company 
in Ihjtton. Justin Huiter and Gim 
I>ee co-founded Kailtown in 2014, 
They also co-own the adjacent (/(kmI 
Mooed Caft on 68lh Street.

44The Gaines Chamber of
Commerce appreciates both Justin 
and Gim.” Nauta said. *T>ur commu­
nity is so blessed with yemr generous 
and amazing contributions and your
sponsorship. 44

In a video presentation at the lun­
cheon. chamber officials stated that 
the nominations are for chamber 
businesses and business owners 
who demonstrate outstanding per­
sonal character, community involve­
ment and business leadership. Ibe 
nominations were given by all active 
chamber businesses and voted on by 
its business committee.

“We were also able to award 11 
different scholarships this year,"
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Commissioners approve body cam and radio purchase
a<jsl3sM vl
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Molly Macleod
Editor

By the end of this year, officers with 
the Barry County Sheriff’s Office, 
along with corrections officers at the 
Barry County Jail, will all be sport­
ing new, body-worn cameras thanks 
to a purchase approved by the Barry 
County Board of Commissioners at its 
regular meeting this week.

The purchase agreement approved 
on Tuesday includes 30 new in-car 
cameras, 22 new in-car radios, the re­
purposing of 11 current in-car radios, 
four additional desktop radios, 36 new 
portable radios, the repurposing of cur­
rent Kenwood radios tojail staff and 46 
body cameras. Of those 46 cameras, 21 
will be used by Barry County Jail staff. 
The rest will go to BCSD officers.

The county is purchasing the up­
graded equipment from Motorola and 
Crouch Communications. Because the 
purchase came mid-budget year, the 
county plans to finance the purchase. 
County Administrator Eric Zuzga 
proposed financing the purchase with 
a $848,358.73 installment purchase 
agreement from Highpoint Community 
Bank for three years with an interest 
rate of 3.99 percent. That purchase 
agreement was approved unanimously, 
7-0, on Tuesday. Commissioner Cath­
erine Getty was absent.

An unbudgeted purchase of this size is 
unusual at this point in the budget cycle. 
Recent events helped push the purchase 
up in priority for commissioners.

Radio encryption standards are

it’s extremely important every single 
one of us has one of those,” said Sgt. 
Scott Ware during Tuesday’s public 
comment period.

Though the purchase will spell a hit 
to county funds, the three-year financ­
ing allows Zuzga and his team time 
to whittle down the costs with grant 
funding. Commissioners voted on 
Tuesday to approve an application to 
the Michigan Municipal Risk Manage­
ment Authority for up to $95,000 in 
grant dollars to help offset the cost of 
the Motorola purchase. Barry County 
Sheriff Dar Leaf also mentioned cur­
rent efforts from Rep. Angela Rigas for 
a $230,000 state budget appropriation 
to the county to offset the cost of the 
camera and radio purchase.

“I appreciate our partnership with 
Motorola, thanks for coming here and 
answering our questions. And our jail 
and officers, we’re looking forward to 
providing that additional safety and 
transparency for our community, for 
what that’s going to bring. It’s a new 
chapter for Barry County,” said County

1

.f

•K

<i

The Barry County Board of Commissioners voted this week to approve the 
purchase of body cameras, in-car cameras, mobile and in-car radios for the 
Barry County Sheriff’s Department. Pictured here at last week’s Committee 
of the Whole meeting is Sheriff Dar Leaf discussing the department’s need 
for the purchase. Photo by Molly Macleod

Board Chair Dave Jackson. “We know 
it’s a little bit incident-driven off of 
something that happened, and now dif­
ferent stories, we want to eliminate that

in our future. We look forward to this 
next chapter with our law enforcement 
and with their protection and security 
going forward.”
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1

including steep discounts not offered 
by competitors for the full technology 
package. In October, Barry County 
SherifTs Department officers were in­
volved in an officer-involved shooting 
in Delton. Though officers were cleared 
of any wrongdoing in that event, the 
need for body cameras was felt more 
acutely after that incident, said Zuzga.

Body-worn cameras can help protect 
the county from liability. In turn, if an 
officer commits a wrongdoing, body- 
worn cameras can help hold that officer 
accountable for his or her misdoings.

Body cameras can also streamline an 
officer’s daily work.

“Having those body cameras allows 
us to record coming into the scenes, 
our interviews, things like that. I think

Dnly

b»

SEEKING
Experienced Service Technician 

Apply within.

GMer Products AServices Ai^ilable
• Water Heaters • Heat Pumps 
• Zoning Systems • Thermostats 

and more!

’ /’U ‘

210 East Main Street 
Caledonia
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The Legacy of Leadership
In July, Dr. Kim Norris completes 
her final term on the Barry 
Community Foundation Board of 
Directors. Serving her 2nd nine- 
year term, she becomes one of 
the first “double emeritus" board 
members to reach her term limit. 
Inspired to give back to her 
community, she is especially 
excited about the work done to

establish several programs providing v/orkforce 
housing in Barry County. As an ophthalmologist and 
owner of Creekside Vision, she is able to give back in 
many ways.
If you want to learn 
more on leaving a 
legacy, call Bonnie 
Gettys or Annie Halle at 
269-945-0526, to ensure 
your gifts support your 
hopes and dreams.

YEARS OF 
IMPROVING 
LIVES

THE BARRYCOMMUNITYFOUNDATION
V7WW.BARRYCF.ORG
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Ofl*Caledonia church to host 10th annual ‘Kind Like Katie’ blood drive
file ( alcdonia Community Church will host the 

19th annual “Kind I,ike Katie" Memorial Blood 
Drive, held in honor of Katie I airchild. on July k 
with a goal of collecting 67 units of blood.

I airthild, the daughter of Kristina and David 
I airchild, was killed in a car accident on May 3. 
2015. while on her way to babysit.

Ihc value of blcxx) donations." her parents stated in a 
testimonial. “She provided years of childcare serv ices 
during Holy family hlcMxj dnves so moms and dads 
could donate.

“She was kxiking forward to donating bkxxJ herself
for the first time." they added. ‘‘I ’nforlunalcly, it 
scheduled just three days after her death. She

was
was

During her time in </irl Scouts, Katie learned given many pints nf blood after the accident We still
had Io say gcxidbve Uj her, but hlocxi donations 
essential lo her final moments."
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Conservation district officials to treat
roadsides for invasive species I
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The Barn, Conservation Distnet isg.Hngonihe \ 
warpath, prepanng to fighi various invasive spe- !
ties along roadside nghl-of-wa\s in both Uarr\
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Meeting
Minutes

Vt

I he rnint)tc<» t<»r the
hifiv 4. 2025 township
Board
Meeting

of I nisters
that were

approved on tunc IK.
2025, arc posted at the
Township Offices at
KI96 Broadmoor Avc., 
and on the wchsilc at 
WO, V akd uulalv>v n

COUNCIL 
REGULAR 
MEETING 
MINUTES

The minutes of Ihe 
June 10,2025 Regular 
Council Meeting, that 
were approved on 
May June 24, 2025. 
are posted al the 
Village Hall al 100 E 
Main Street and on 
the website at www. 
yBlageofmiddleville,

According fo organizers of the annual blood drive, a 
total of 756 pints of blood have been collected during 
the first nine years of Kind I ike Katie bl(H»d drives.

Versiti-BkHxi C enter ofMichigan w ill again partner 
with ( alcdonia Community Church for this year's
event set for 1-6:30 p.m. at the Holy I amilv C atholic

*-

Parish at 9669 KraO Ave. in Caledonia. I very donor
will receive an ice cream treat Katie's favorite and

org.

every individual who attempts to donate will receive 
a pickleball set.

I he blood drive is open to the public. Anyone 1 7 or 
older is eligible to donate blood, with persons 16 years 
of age eligible to donate with parental permission.

If interested in donating blood, individuals may 
sign up online at versiti.org/ccc or contact blood drive 
chairperson Char Mello by calling 616-901-2803. 
Making an appointment is preferred but walk-ins are
welcome, as schedule allows. DA/
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
At a regular meeting of the Gaines Charter 
Township Board of Trustees, held Monday, June 
9, 2025, at the Township Hall located at 8555 
Kalamazoo Ave., SE, Caledonia, Ml 49316, the

T 0 W N S H
I

P

Board of Trustees was asked to consider an ordi *
nance to amend and approve the Authentix Gaines Planned Unit 
Development rezoning.
The Township Board of Trustees has set a public hearing date of July 14, 
2025, to be held at the Board of Trustees regularly scheduled meeting 
commencing at 6:00PM on said date. The purpose of the public hearing 
is to consider a request by Continental 870 Fund LLC to consider the 
rezoning of land to the Authentix Gaines Planned Unit Development 
(PUD), site plan, associated roads, and utilities. The PUD is legally 
described as:

Parcel 1: 41-22-02-100-051 Commonly known as 6338 Hanna Lake Ave., SE
Parcel 2: 41-22-02-100-055 Commonly known as 6330 Harma Lake Ave., SE
Parcel 3: 41-22-02-100-053 Commonly known as 6326 Hanna Lake Ave., SE

A. true copy of the proposed ordinance to amend and approve the 
Authentix Gaines Planned Unit Development rezoning, can be obtained at 
the Clerk’s office during normal business hours (8:30am-5:00PM Mon-Fri).

Michael A. Brew
Gaines Charter Township Clerk

f

and ( alhoun counties. j
According to a recent announcement b\ IH D j 

offtcials. the local conservation district based ' 
in Hastings has been contracted b\ Barrs and 
< alhoun Counties Io perform custom chemical
vegetation control sert ites for phragmites and
knotweed two state-prohibited invasive sjx'cies 

found along local road right-ot-wavs
lechnicians rcportedlv appiv I PA-registered 

materials as part of the Barry-( alhoun-Kalania- 
zoo Cooperative Invasive Species Management
Area.

Work lo complete ihe treatments will be 
ducted between June 23 and Sept. 30.

con-

Persons who ow n a properly adjacent to w here 
Ireatmenl has occurred and w ish for us to expand 
beyond ihe public right-of-w ay, or those seeking 
to report sightings of phragmites, knotweed, or 
other invasive species, arc encouraged lo contact 
Sara Huetteman, invasive species coordinator by 
calling 269-908-4136 or via email al bekeisma^^'
gmail.com. DA/

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
At a regular meeting of the Gaines Charter Township 
Board of Trustees, held Monday, June 9, 2025, at the 
Township Hall located at 8555 Kalamazoo Ave , SE. 
Caledonia, Ml 49316, the Board of Trustees was asked 
to consider an ordinance to amend the Gaines Charter

Township Zoning Ordinance as provided for in Chapter 32 thereof by amending 
Section 2.20 and the Township Zoning Map. The requested amendment of Section 
2.20 thereof, the Zoning Map, so as lo rezone the following property from Agricultural/ 
Rural Residential (ARR) to Village Residential (VR), the land being commonly 
described as parcel 41-22-32-200-005 located at 1264 lOO*’ Street SE. The legal 
description is as follows;

W 14 NE 74 EX S 20 A. & EX N 750 FT OF E 691 FT & EX N 223 FT OF 
W 396 FT* SEC 32 T5N R11W 46.08 A.

The Township Board of Trustees has set a public hearing date of July 14, 2025, to be 
held at the Board of Trustees regularly scheduled meeting commencing al 6:00PM 
on said date. The purpose of the public hearing is to consider an ordinance to amend 
the Gaines Charter Township Zoning Ordinance as provided for in Chapter 32 there-
of by amending Section 2.20 and the Township Zoning Map. The requested amend
ment of Section 2.20 thereof, the Zoning Map, so as to rezone the following property 
from Agricultural/Rural Residential (ARR) to Village Residential (VR), the land being 
commonly described as parcel 41-22-32-200-005 located at 1264 100*^ Street SE.
A true copy of the proposed ordinance to amend the Gaines Charter Township 
Zoning Ordinance as provided for in Chapter 32 thereof by amending Section 2.20 
and the Township Zoning Map, can be obtained at the Clerk’s office during normal 
business hours (8;30am-5;00PM Mon-Fri).

Michael A. Brew
Gaines Charter Townshio Clerk
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Lincoln Senti from the Caledonia 
boys’ lacrosse team was named 
second team all-state in Division 2
this spring. Photos by Brett Bremer

Josie Wilcox from the Caledonia 
varsity girls’ soccer team was 
named honorable mention all-state 
in Division 1 this spring.

Are you creative
NOW HIRING

r

Scots celebrated for performance 
on field and in classroom GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Postseason honors have been roll­
ing in for the Caledonia High School 
athletic programs.

Both the Caledonia varsity girls’ 
lacrosse team and the Caledonia var­
sity girls’ soccer team have earned 
academic all-state honors.

Individually, Eden Korb, Elena La 
Franca and Kenna VanLente from the 
girls’ lacrosse team have earned aca­
demic all-state honors, as did senior 
pitcher Cam Myers from the Caledonia 
varsity baseball team.

On the field, senior defender Josie 
Wilcox from the Caledonia varsity 
girls’ soccer team was named honor­
able mention all-state in Division 1 
by the Michigan Interscholastic High 
School Soccer Coaches Association.

The Caledonia varsity boys’ lacrosse 
team had one of its best seasons yet 
with a run to the MHSAA Division 
2 State Quarterfinals for just the sec­
ond time in program history. Lincoln 
Senti and Sam Hoag were both named 
second team all-state in Division 2 by 
the Michigan High School Lacrosse 
Coaches Association, and teammates 
Brady Hilaski, Emmett Haan and Rylan 
Bultema were all named honorable 
mention all-state.

View Newspaper Group is seeking a fuii-time 
graphic arlist for our Greenviiie location.

— MONDAY THRU FRIDAY • IN OFFICE • NO WEEKENDS —
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Sam Hoag from the Caledonia varsity 
boys’ lacrosse team was named 
second team all-state in Division 2 
this spring.

GO ONLINE TO 
SUNANONEWS.COM

/
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This role is ideal for individuals who are passionate about 
graphic design with a keen eye for quality graphics.
Must have working knowledge of Adobe InDesign 

and Photoshop (PC) - Illustrator a plus!

Responsibilities include:
• Newspaper advertising design
• Newspaper composition/layout

Mie love what we do and we know you will too!
Are you the person we need?

Sef7(7 your resume to General Manager Amber Rood
at arood@thedailynews.cc and let's find outl

E Group
> The County Press 
IS Lapeer Area View
» Genesee County View 
W Huron County View
* Sanilac County News 

Your Buyer's Guide
A Jeffersonian

Tri-County Times
Daily News

K Tri-County Citizen 
Oxford Leader

« Lake Orion Review
» Clarkston News
W The Citizen

s The Lowell Ledger
S The Hastings Banner 

Buyer’s Guide & News 
The Sun and News

a Ad-Visor & Chronicle
Battle Creek Shopper News

« The Reminder

We are a growing company of 21 community newspapers serving 15 Michigan counties 
that are delivered weekly to more than 335,000 households 

with an additional500,000 monthly online readers.
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CALEDONIA 
COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN TK’s Crews wins state Positive

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF VARIOUS ZONING 
ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS

Athlete award for cross country
Brett Bremer
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PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at a regular meeting on June 18, 2025, the 
Township Board of the Charter Township of Caledonia (the “Township”) adopted an ordinance (the 
Ordinance ) to amend various provisions of the Township Zoning Ordinance. The principal provi­

sions of the Ordinance are summarized as follows:
SfiCtifiUl of the Ordinance amends Section 2.2 of the Zoning Ordinance regarding defi­

nitions by the replacement of the definition for “Garage — Private” to provide that a private garage 
is an accessory building for a space within a dwelling or building devoted to storage of vehicles and 
other motorized and non-motorized items.

■Sgetipn 2 of the Ordinance amends Section 3.10 of the Zoning Ordinance regarding ac­
cessory buildings by the addition of a new Section 3.10(h) that provides that up to one accessory 
building that does not exceed 200 square feet in area is permitted, which does not count toward the 
maximum square footage allowable for accessory buildings in the applicable zoning district.

Section 3 of the Ordinance amends Section 3.11 of the Zoning Ordinance regarding res­
idential accessory buildings, including changes to ±e maximum allowable total square footage for 
accessory buildings in Table 3.1 and Table 3.2. It also amends Section 3.11 by permitting a greater 
floor area of up to 15% of the allowable total square footage for an accessory building if approved as 
a special land use by the Planning Commission, subject to compliance with applicable architectural 
standards.

section 4 of the Ordinance amends Section 3.29 of the Zoning Ordinance regarding 
driveways and private streets, including changes to the table summarizing the categorical require­
ments for shared driveways and private streets, the definition of roadbed, and the required easement 
for shared driveways. It also amends certain design and construction requirements in Section 3.29, 
including requirements related to roadbed standards for certain private streets, standards for vehicle 
turnarounds for private streets that are longer than 150 feet and terminate in a dead end, requiring 
traffic calming devices to be reviewed and approved by the Township Fire Chief prior to installation, 
connectivity requirements for existing or future developments, street shoulder requirements, and 
vehicle turnoff and pedestrian connection requirements for mail kiosks. It also clarifies that principal 
dwellings that are existing prior to the establishment of a private street may be incorporated into the 
private street and do not count toward the number of homes to determine the minimum requirements 
of construction, but the existing principal dwelling may have a driveway only to the private street 
and must be a party to the private street maintenance agreement.

Section 5 of the Ordinance amends Section 3.36 of the Zoning Ordinance regarding rec­
reational vehicle parking in certain zoning districts to add the A District and the R-R District to the 
list of districts where parking of recreational vehicles is allowed in the side and rear yards. Section 
3.36 was also amended to clarify that recreational vehicles cannot be parked within the required 
front yard or in any area between the street right-of-way line and the main front wail of the building, 
except that recreational vehicles may be parked or stored on a driveway in the front yard, including 
within the required front yard setback.

Section 6 of the Ordinance amends Section 3.50 of the Zoning Ordinance regarding out­
door lighting by the addition of a new Section 3.50(d)(10) which provides that light pole and fixture 
colors shall be limited to dark bronze or black.

Section 7 of the Ordinance amends Section 3.59 of the Zoning Ordinance regarding ar­
chitectural standards, by clarifying that architectural standards apply to office buildings within the 
HC, Broadmoor and Cheny Valley Overlay, C-1, C-2, and R-4 Zoning Districts. It also amends 
Section 3.59(d)(l)(i) to reflect that the facade standards for commercial and mixed-use buildings 
also apply to office buildings.

Section 8 of the Ordinance amends the Zoning Ordinance by the addition of a new Sec­
tion 3.61 regulating commercial and industrial access drives. The new Section 3.61 includes design 
and construction standards for commercial and industrial access drives, including requirements for 
the paved surface, curbs, the frontage treatment of such drives, greenbelt buffer requirements, and 
compliance with design and construction standards for drives in other sections of the Zoning Ordi­
nance.

Sports Editor
Recent Thomapple Kellogg High 

School graduate Ava Crews has been 
named the 2025 girls’ cross country MI 
Positive Athlete Award winner.

Crews and the other Michigan 
honorees through the Positive Athlete 
Great Lakes Region were honored on 
the field before the start of Tuesday 
evening’s Detroit Tigers baseball game 
at Comerica Park in downtown Detroit.

The goal of the Positive Athlete 
awards is to recognize student-athletes 
across the country for their leader­
ship, resilience, and character beyond 
the game. The national organization 
received 12,270 nominations, across 
50 states and 3,327 schools during this 
year’s nomination period.

The group looks for kids who lead 
with positivity, determination, and re­
silience. All Positive Athlete nominees 
are not only eligible for recognition, 
they gain access to career develop­
ment, leadership, mentorship, and j ob 
opportunities.

The Great Lakes Region Includes 
Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Kentuejky, Il­
linois, Iowa, Wisconsin and Minnesota.

Crews is set to join the Grand Valley 
State University Women’s Cross Coun­
try and Track and Field programs. She

was a four-time state qualifier in cross 
country for the Trojans and earned a 
medal at the MHS AA Lower Peninsula 
Division Cross Country Finals to close 
out her senior season with a 26th-place 
finish.

The TK varsity girls’ cross country 
tetun won the OK Gold Conference 
Championship this fall with Crews 
finishing as the conference’s indi­
vidual champion. The TK girls’ track 
and field team won back to back OK 
Gold Conference titles with Crews 
leading the distance crew, she won the 
individual conference championship 
in the 1600-meter run, the 3200-meter 
run, was the runner-up in the 800-meter 
run and helped the 4x800-meter relay 
team to a conference title.

Throughout her track and field sea­
sons, Crews ran in the MHSAA Lower 
Peninsula Division 2 Track and Field 
Finals in the 1600-meter run and the 
3200-meter run as a junior. She earned 
an all-state medal as a late fill-in for the 
Trojan 4x400-meter relay team at the 
2023 state finals her sophomore track 
and field season, and competed at the 
D2 finals in the 3200-meter run in both 
her freshman and sophomore seasons.

She also competed in indoor track 
and field competitions throughout high 
school.
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Section 9 of the Ordinance amends Chapter 19 of the Zoning Ordinance regarding sig­
nage to add a new Section 19.2(d) addressing when signs may be illuminated and the requirements 
for illuminated signs.

Section 10 of the Ordinance amends Table 28A and Table 28B of the Zoning Ordinance 
regarding the size and spacing requirements when landscaping is required.

Section 11 of the Ordinance provides that the Ordinance shall become effective seven 
days after this publication.

A copy of the ordinance may be inspected or purchased at the offices of the Township 
Clerk, Caledonia Township Hall, 8196 Broadmoor Avenue SE, within the Township, during normal 
business hours.
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Dated: June 25,2025 TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CALEDONIA

Recent Thornapple Kellogg graduate Ava Crews (second row, second from 
right) is honored along with other Positive Athlete state award winners before 
the start of Tuesday’s Major League Baseball game between the Detroit Tigers 
and the Athletics at Comerica Park in downtown Detroit Tuesday. Photo provided
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Pools open in Middleville and 
Caledonia throughout summer
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clasacs arc open to every one for $2 per 
ckna So rcgimtion n needed

The TK pool will be cloacd /uh 3. 4.
5 for (he 4th of July holiday

There » abo of course the new pocd 
al the Cal Cootmunitv Ceiwer YMC A
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Rnrcr rotlmg through the heart of Barry 
C oumy. a couple community pools are 
open to help area reudents try and heat 
the hear thn stanmer loo m Middleville 
and ( aledonia

The rccemiy refttfhtshed pool at 
Thnmappie Kellogg High School tn 
Middleville n open Monday thrnu|dh 
Friday from I p m. to 4 15 p m arfth 
Its four 25-y«d swtm lanes. musK 
playing, updated locker rooms and 
flsialics. no^ks. kackhoards and more 
available upon request Admission 
IS $2 per person per visit, and there 
are also optHXis availabk for 12-visit 
passes and yearly paaaes Children 
under tlvec are free

The pwil in Middkv ilk is also open 
from 5 a m tn 8 a m Monday through 
Friday for lap swimming.

Swimmers arc aaked to enter the 
high school through door (19, near (he 
weight room on the south side of the 
high school

There arc also Aqua Motion and 
(ffcntk Aquafit classes goir^ on on 
Monday and Wednesday evenings 
Aqua Motion classes nm from 6 W 
p m to 7 15 p m and (kntk Aquafit 
classes from 7J0p m to8 15 p m The

on Kraft Avenue SF , aermt the soxet
from (Juncan I akc Mtddk School aho 
has Its con^xtiuon and kisurc pooh
Open tlaxiufbmii the week

The facibn houn m Cakdmia are 5
a.m to 8 p m Mrwidav through Thun 
da>, 5 a.m to 7 p m on Frxla>v 7 a.m
to 5

Nb p m on SKurdN)*!, and noon lo 4
p m on Stffftdaxx V'im the Cal Com-
muntU Center page of the a» r> mca org
webteite for a spevitK pool schedule
which includes open i*im «hJ lap
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swim limes u *eil is clivs schedule
Reies for associMKW) wide memher- 

ship 10 the Cirand Rapids YMC A and 
C'al Communii> C enter spceihi; mem­
bership can be fixind on the organiza* 
lion't websiie as swell A m«xithh Cal «
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membership includes a S100 join fee 
and a $117 monthly charge A four- 
month Summer Household member­
ship 10 the Cal Center is currently 
available for a $350 fee.

There arc also separate memberships 
available for young adults, seniors, 
adults and youth.
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The Cal Comrnunity Center pool opened with a first splash back in February 
arxj the recently refurbished pool al Thornapple Kellogg High School m 
Middleville is open this surnmer as well to give residents the charice to cod 
off or get some exercise hi Photo providod
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Chain Station brings Mountain Music to Caledonia
Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

A couple of box fans propped up on 
the monitors in the front of the Cale­
donia Community Green Amphitheater 
weren’t nearly as effective as a big gray 
cloud or two and a welcome breeze that 
arrived just in time for the headliners 
Tuesday.

Chain Station performed for a hand­
ful of local celebrities that host Josh 
Rose pointed out before the show, 
Clifford the dog (not the big red one) 
and dozens and dozens of other area 
music fans on a steamy evening at the 
second Caledonia Concert Series show 
of the summer. The string quartet out 
of Denver, Colo, played their form of 
bluegrass “mountain music” with Alex 
Thoele on acoustic guitar, Jon Pickett 
on a stand-up bass, Jarett Mason on 
mandolin and Jeremy Koch on banjo. 
The group has all kinds of midwest ties, 
and Mason grew up in Menominee, 
Mich where Michigan’s upper penin­
sula, the Wisconsin border and Lake 
Michigan all come together.

Youngsters were doing cartwheels
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sang along with his bandmates, while 
trading harmonies with the audience.

The group had some previous fans at 
the show, by a show of hands and hoots 
and hollers, and certainly made some 
new ones during the 90-minute set.

The group put a bluegrass spin on 
Tom Petty and the Heartbreaker’s 
“American Girl,” but mostly played 

See MUSIC on 15
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Chain Station members (from left) Jeremy Koch, Alex Thoele, Jon Pickett and 
Jarrett Mason perform during their Caledonia Concert Series show at the Caledonia 
Community Green Amphitheater Tuesday evening. Photos by Brett Bremer

and mule kicks in the grass before the 
show ever really even got started, and 
by the end Chain Station had everyone 
singing along on “Never Goin’ Back” 
from their 2013 album “Dancin’ With 
the Law.”

“Make sure she gets a good view 
when you leave the parking lot at two, 
‘cause we’re never going back to that 
place again, and we surely didn’t make 
any friends,” Thoele croons at the 
opening of the song about a disruptive
significant on a night on the town.

“Cause we’re never going back. NevA»

»**

A

L er going back. Well, we’re never going 
back. Never going back. We’re never 
going back to that place again,” he

■*S»^___

284 N. BRIGGS ROAD* MIDDLEVILLE, MICHIGAN 49333 
269-795-9091 / FAX 269-795-2388

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 
TOWNSHIP OF YANKEE SPRINGS 

BARRY COUNTY, MICHIGAN

IRVING TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING SYNOPSIS 

June 17th, 2025
Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm 

at 3425 Wing Rd. Hastings, Michigan

I II.

r

V

Chain Station guitarist Alex Thoele 
works to change a string, one of three 
to snap on him during the hot humid 
performance Tuesday during the 
Caledonia Concert Series Tuesday 
at the Caledonia Community Green 
Amphitheater.
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THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF YANKEE 
SPRINGS, BARRY COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AND ANY OTHER INTERESTED PER­
SONS:

49058
Present: Lydy, Stout, Buehler, -^4

W'"

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the following is a summary of Ordinance No. which
was adopted by the Yankee Springs Township Board at a regular meeting held on June 12, 2025.

ORDINANCE - ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT - PONDS

SECTION I AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE XII, This section amends Article X by adding 
Section 12.17 “Ponds” which provides standards for the requirement of per­
mits to build a pond, and sets for standards for the construction and mainte­
nance of private residential, agricultural, and farm ponds.

Brummel, and Nagel
Agenda approved with changes
Approved May 20th, 2025 Meeting 

Minutes
Approved to pay bills in the amount 

of $5,284.95
Birch Fire Ambulance Service

I 
J

SECTION 11 SEVERABILITY. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable.

requested financial support
Approved Assessor Salary

SECTION III REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES/EFFECTIVE DATE, All ordi­
nances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed and this 
Ordinance shall take effect eight days after publication after adoption

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the full text of both Ordinances has been posted in the 
Office of the Township Clerk at the address set forth below and that a copy of the Ordinance may be 
purchased or inspected at the office of the Township Clerk during regular business hours of regular 
working days following the date of this publication.

YANKEE SPRINGS TOWNSHIP 
Tom Hopkins, Clerk 
284 N. Briggs Road 

Middleville, MI 49333 
(269) 795-9091

Resolution
Consumers Energy Ordinance tabled 

until July Meeting
Upcoming Meeting dates: July 15th, 

2025, 7:00pm (Board Meeting)
Adjourn 7:57pm

Full minutes are available at
Irvingtownship.org or at 3425 Wing Rd, 
Hastings, Ml 49058.
Prepared by Irving Township Clerk, 
Tessa Stout.
Attested to by Supervisor, Dan Lydy.
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Luke Lehnart plays his guitar as 
the opening act, along with Bernie 
Steffes, during the Tuesday night 
Caledonia Concert Series event at 
the Caledonia Community Green 
Amphitheater.
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Breit Bremer
Sports Editor

A Volunteer Stewardship Workday 
will be held in the Yankee Springs 
Recreation Area today, June 28, from 
10 a.m. to noon.

Volunteers w ill get the opportunity to 
meet the DNR’s new natural resource 
steward Tyler Lidgard while working 
to help control invasive autumn olive 
plans around Deep Lake.

No experience is necessan. Vi)l-
tr

unlcers will be trained lo identify Ihe 
target species.

Autumn olive is a deciduous shrub 
that can grow to 20 feet high. Leave 
are bright green on lop and dislinctiely 
silver underneath.

Hislorically planted for w ildlifc food 
and habitat, autumn olive has been 
found to be highly aggressive, with 
seeds widely dispersed by birds and 
mammals. Autumn olive can shade 
out desirable native plants and fixes 
nitrogen in the soil, which can degrade 
native plant communities that thrive

MUSIC
Continued from Page 14

from their own catalog which they've 
been building since Thoele and Pickett 
met in ILstes Park, Colo, in 2006. For 
those that need another dose of Chain 
Station, the band will be at The Liverx' 
in Benton Harbor today, June 28, and 
al Chicago Winery' in Chicago Sunday. 
F rom there, the band heads back to the 
mountains in Colorado.

Luke I.ehnart and Bernie Steffes 
opened the evening of music, which 
was offered up free to the public with 
the sponsorship of Ser\ e Pro of South­
east (irand Rapids.

We need music and love and things
that bring us together," Rose proclaimed 
as he closed the evening's show.

The Caledonia Concert Series con­
tinues throughout the summer. Senti­
mental Gentlemen from East Nashville 
will headline the July 8 show. When 
they aren't performing their own mu­
sic. the Sentimental Gentlemen are the 
regular backing band for Sierra Ferell. 
The band played on her recent Grammy

autumn olive
on low-nutrient soils. It is dilTicult to 
control, as cut slumps and roots will 
resproui.

Many places in the Yankee Springs 
Recreation .Area have been overtaken 
by the Asian shrub.

Volunteers should meet at the Deep
I akc mountain bike slacinu area otTof
Yankee Springs Road,

Another work dav will be hosted 
July 19, from 10 a.m. to noon, meet­
ing at the North Country Trail parking 
area on Norris Road, just south ofCiun 
l ake Road.

Dates occasionally change and 
events may be canceled due to inclem­
ent weather and other reasons. Please 
call the park to confinn dates/times 
prior to your arrival.

A Recreation Passport is required for 
vehicle entry into Michigan stale parks.

To register to participate in one of 
the w ork days or for more infonnalion, 
Lidgard can be reached by email at 
LidgardT(? Michigan.gov or by phone 
at 517-388-8517.

winning album “Trail of Flowers." 
The band promises to provide lis-

leners with “bluegrassy sentiments
from a rotating stable of members 
that includes George Guthrie, Patrick 
M'Gonigle, Jacob Groopman, Tod 
Livingston and Kyle Tuttle.

YOU’RE NOT 
JUST OUR 
READERS.

You’re our friends,
our family, 

our neighbors • • •

and our future.

V■EV^^ Group
Your Community Connection
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Volunteer workdays will be held June 
28 and July 19 to help clear invasive 
autumn olive shrubs from the Yankee 
Springs Recreation Area Photo by Brett 
Bremer
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trngalion Vvage
Caledonia Township and Caledonia \ illage 
sprinkling restrictions are as foltowN;

• (Xfd fsen Sprinkling OasA Kcsidents 
Businesses with an even numbered address 
mav sprinkle on esen numbered dass. Resi 
dents Kusinevses with an txld numbered ad 
dress mas sprinkle on <xld numbered dass.

I tceptions
• Private wells used for watering.
• Hand watering of gardens and trees using a 

watering can or hose.

Ihiv plan IS in pUcc to help limit the impact of 
heavy’ water demand peritnU on the township’s 
water supply and is essential to help ensure op 
iimal water and tire protection service to your 
home or office

Restrictions effective until further notice. Please 
follow and monitor the townships website lor 
updates, calcsloniafownship org or contact ( ale
donia Township at 616 8*^1 1)070 with any qiu s
lions or ton<crns
Ihank you in advance for your cooprrafion 
Sinverdy,
Caledonia township. Cfility Department

Phone 616 RM| 0070 
I tlx 616 KOrO4 M)

CHARTER TOWNSIIII’OF CALEDONIA, 
COUNTS OF KENT, MICHKJAN

NOTICE OF POSTING OF TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY (ilVEN that a proposed Caledo­
nia Charier Township Ordinance which would amend Section 4,2 of the 
zoning map, has been posted in the olllcc of the Township Clerk at the 
Caledonia Charter Township ofllces, S196 Broadmoor Avenue, within the 
Township, for review by the public during Township otilce hours, and has 
also been posted on the Tow nship’s website, the address of which is www, 
caledoiiiatow nship.org. The amending ordinance would rezonc property 
commonly known as 7611 68th Street SE from the C-2 (icneral Business 
District to the R-2 Medium Density Single Family District.

The above stated ordinance was considered by the Caledonia 
Charter Township Board on first reading at a public meeting of the Town­
ship Board held on June 18, 2025 and is expected to be considered on 
second reading by the Township Board at a public meeting on July 2, 
2025. This notice is given in accordance with the Charter Township Act 
and is authorized by action taken by the Caledonia Charter Township 
Board.

Joni Henry, Township Clerk 
Caledonia Charter Township
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Caledonia hockey co-op Y
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announces
Tyler Jaenicke has been 

named as the new head coach 
of the Caledonia varsity boys’ 
hockey team.

Most recently, Jaenicke led 
multiple Bantam-level teams 
with the Grand Rapids Blades 
to league championships, a 
District 6 title, and a State 
Championship semifinal ap-

new head coach tfO-O3
riOBOO 4

A-**

J

Tyler Jaenicke

y
A

pearance.
Jaenicke served as assistant coach at 

Grand Rapids Christian High School 
and was a three-year assistant captain 
when he played for Davenport Univer­
sity’s Men’s DII Hockey Team.

“Tyler’s experience, leadership, 
and commitment to student growth 
make him a perfect fit for Caledonia,”

said Fred Townsend, the 
now former Caledonia High 
School athletic director who 
presided over Jaenicke’s hir­
ing. “We’re excited to have 
him lead our hockey program 
into the future.”

While rebranded in recent 
seasons as the Caledonia 
High School hockey team,

the program remains a co-op along 
with student-athletes from Lowell and 
Thomapple Kellogg,

Jaenicke replaces Jeremy Bultema 
who guided the program to an 18-7-1 
record last winter in what was his third 
campaign with the team.
— BB
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT
NOW HIRING

V/eiv Newspaper Group is seeking a 
Front Office Administrative Assistant 

in our Hasdngs Banner/Reminder office

• Full and Part time positions 
• Monday - Friday 

• Competitive Hourly wage 
• Fringe benefits available to 
qualified full time employees
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New Caledonia varsity hockey coach Tyler Jaenicke in action as a member 
of the Davenport University’s Men^s Dll Hockey Team. Photos provided
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Please email resume to Jill Nichols, Controller 
jnichols@mihomepaper.com

THE MOSTTRUSTED=: 
NAME IN ROOFING

> *w *

^41 Group
The County Press 
Lapeer Area View 
Genesee County View 
Huron County View 
Sanilac County News 
Your Buyer’s Guide 
Jeffersonian

Tri-County Times 
Daily News 
Tri-County Citizen 
Oxford Leader 
Lake Orion Review 
Clarkston News 
The Citizen

The Lowell Ledger
The Hastings Banner 
Buyer’s Guide & News 
The Sun and News 
Ad-Visor & Chronicle 
Battle Creek Shopper News 
The Reminder 
St. Clair Area View
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• LOCAL TRUSTED ROOFING COMPANY WITH 1154 YEARS
IN THE BUSINESS

• 10 YEAR SERVICE GUARANTEE ON ALL WORKMANSHIP
• WE WORK WITH INSURANCE COMPANYS
• FRIENDLY, HONEST & EXPERIENCED TEAM
• WIDE RANGE OF ROOFING / EXTERIOR OPTIONS
• FULLY LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED
• A4 RATING WITH BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
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269-962-4036

CALL TODAY
FOR YOUR FREE

INSPECTON
■Oir. ■

VISIT US ONLINE; SHERRIFFGOSLIN.COM/BATTLECREEK
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