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Voters pass millage
renewal for Caledonia
Community Schools

Molly Macleod
cditor

Voters approved
a non-homestead
operating mill-
age renewal on
Tuesday that will
set up Caledonia
Community Schools
to recerve 1ts full
per-pupil funding
from the state for the next five years.

Voters in the CCS district approved
the renewal by a healthy margin this
week, with 2,915 voters in Kent and
Allegan counties approving the mea-
sure and 1,597 voters rejecting It.

All districts in Michigan are required
to levy 18 mills on non-homestead
properties to receive their full per-pupil
funding from the state. Unlike a bond
proposal, the non-homestead millage
funds go directly to the school’s operat-
ng budget and pay for things like staft
salaries, student programs and other
day-to-day operating costs. As a non-
homestead tax, the millage will not
affect homeowners — i1t will primarily
affect businesses and rental properties.

Tuesday’s renewal ensures the dis-
trict will continue to receive its full
non-homestead portion of its operat-
ing funding — roughly $15.6 million
each vyear.

“We are incredibly thankful to our
community for showing continued
support for our students, staff, and
schools,” said CCS Superintendent Dr.
Dirk Weeldreyer. “This vote reflects
a shared belief in the importance of
strong public education and a willing-

ness to invest in the suc-

e cess of every Caledonia

iR e student. We’'re grateful to
“wewo  walk alongside a commu-

e nity that values education

so deeply.”
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CHS crowns prom king and queen
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Caledonia High School students Patrick VanderKolk and Hannah Dupuis were crowned as the 2025 Senior/
Junior High School Prom king and queen at the annual event May 3. Pictured: The newly crowned couple stand
with 2024 prom royalty Micah Nagel (far left) and Alexa Pearson (far right). Photo by Nevaeh Kurtz

View Newspaper Group welcomes new staff writer

View Newspaper Group 1s pleased
to announce the hiring of Karen

Turko-Ebright as a full-time staft

writer.

Ebright has been covering news
in Barry County since 2019 as a
freelance writer. Her new role will
expand her beat, adding Caledonia,
Middleville and the Yankee Springs
area to her current territory, which
already includes Barry Township,
Orangeville, and the Gun Lake area.

“I have worked with talented
editors and am excited to add current
Editor Molly Macleod to the list,”

Ebright said. “*She 1s welcoming to
me. | am grateful to be a part of the
team at the View Newspaper Group.™

Previously, Ebright reported for
MLive as a full-time news reporter
In Kent and Allegan counties for two
years, covering communities in West
Michigan for the Advance weeklies.

“1I"'m thrilled to have Karen expand
her role on our team.” said Macleod.
“Her experience, tenacity and sense
for news will be an asset to the com-
munities she reports on.”

Her journalism background in-
cludes television and radio broadcast

news reporting, plus some news
production. Ebright graduated from
Grand Valley State University in
1991, earning a bachelor of science
In communication with an emphasis
In journalism and film and video.
Ebright worked several television
newsroom internships in West Michi-
gan and Lansing before she was
hired as a television news reporter at
WBKB 1n Alpena for two years. She
then landed a job at the WOTYV 41

News bureau in Battle Creek.
“l sat on the assignment desk for
See WRITER on 2
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Palmitier are teaching Caledonia Elementary
students about cattle. Cattle can be used for
beef or dairy. Rascal here is a Jersey Angus
Cross; Jerseys are a dairy breed and Angus
cows are a beef breed. Photos by Stacey Bender

Karen Turko-Ebright
Staff Writer

She’s a food science educator at Caledonia High
School and has been in the field since 2010. Stacy
Bender’s love for the subject runs deep.

“My family is rooted in agriculture, so it’s tradi-
tion for me,” she told 7he Sun and News. Bender
understands the importance of farming and what
it brings to everybody.

That’s why she sees the big picture and likes to
start teaching from the ground up at the elementary
level to breed future food science professionals.

The Agri-Cal Food Science classes put on the
Mobile Farm to Fork field trip for Caledonia El-
ementary on April 25.

The high school students put together posters
with key terms, breeds, animal purpose, products,
by-products and more to share with the children.

“Without agriculture farmers, we have no food
or resources that provide us the stuff we need day
in and day out to survive as a society,” Bender
explaimned. "

A mobile Farm-to-Fork field trip makes learning
about food science fun for youngsters. Bender’s
high school students were instructed to make mini
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High School Students Kaelan Brocock and
Luke Rohfaff taught the Caledonia Elementary
students all about the life cycle of plants and how
to care for growing plants. The kids planted a
green bean seed totake home and watch it grow.

lesson plans for the educational event, including
stations for each animal.

The animals took center stage askids were given
chickens and ducks to hold, along with leashed and
harnessed rabbits to walk. Added to the lineup of
animal celebrities were bottle-fed tamed goats,
Uma, Evie, and Jay, who played a game of chase
with the kids.

Week-old bottle lambs, Marshmallow and Gra-
ham Cracker, were gently petted and welcomed
into the students’ arms.

Rascal the calf greeted the children with warm
eyes at the beef/dairy cow station. He is a cross
between a dairy breed (Jersey) and a beef (Angus).
When Rascal was a day old, he had a broken leg
and spent six weeks in a cast.

In addition to the animal stations, students
learned about the life cycle of plants, care needs,
and had the opportunity to plant a green bean seed,
then take it home to watch it grow.
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approximately two months until I picked up a camera
and started shooting video and reporting news stories
for WOTV 41, covering stories in Battle Creek and
Kalamazoo,” Ebright said.

After the TV station downsized
and ceased operations, Ebright
continued her writing career,
reporting remote print freelance
assignments for various com-
munity news outlets, including
an online travel company, while
she and her husband raised their
two daughters in West Michigan.

“1am grateful to continue work-
Ing in the news industry writing stories that make a
difference in local towns,” Ebright said.

She likes small towns. Afterall, she grew up in Wash-
ington Township when fields, trees and dirt roads were
her landscape while running long stretches. Ebright
said that makes her sound like a marathon runner, but
that’s not the case. She’s only run half-marathons.
including the River Bank Run a handful of times, the
Holland Tulip Time race, plus numerous 10K races.

Those hometown runs continued but extended to the
northern part of Michigan to the small town of Suttons
Bay, where her husband, Dan, grew up and went to
school. They have been married for 32 years and live
in West Michigan. Together, they have two daughters.
Madison recently graduated from Grand Valley State
University and Bella will graduate this month from
City High/Middle School in Grand Rapids.

In her free time, Ebright enjoys spending time with
her family and running and hiking trails with her
Australian Shepherd, Milo.

ABOUT VIEW NEWSPAPER GROUP

Founded in 2003, View Newspaper Group is a local-
ly-owned, locally-connected community newspaper
group covering 14 Michigan counties. As Michigan’s
largest independently-owned newspaper group, the
company publishes 22 newspapers with print editions
reaching more than 352,000 households each week,

Karen Turko-
Ebright

plus an additional 500,000 monthly online readers. For

more information, visit mihomepaper.com or contact
View Newspaper Group Brand Manager Emily Cas-
well at ecaswell@mihomepaper.com.
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All advertising in The Sun and News is subject
to the conditions in the applicable rate card
or advertising contract, copies of which are
available from The Sun and News Ad Dept., 1351
N. M-43 Hwy., Hastings, Ml 49058 ( 269-945-
9554). This newspaper reserves the right not to
accept an advertiser s order. Our ad takers have
no authority to bind this newspaper and only
publication of an ad constitutes acceptance of
the advertiser's order.
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Blddmg process for construction of water storage tank in Games to begm
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A view of the ground-mounted water tank on Division Avenue south of 92nd
Street in Byron Township, used by Byron and Gaines townships. Photos by

James Gemmell

James Gemmell
Contributing Writer

(Gaines Charter Township ofhcials
say a planned project to install a water-
storage tank along Patterson Avenue
should be going out to bid by mid-May.

It 1s one of several developments
township staff and engineers are exam-
ining in a busy month that has Board
of Trustees meetings scheduled for
May 12 and May 19 at 6 p.m., and a
plamninb commission meeting on May
22 at / p.m,

Township Manager Rod Weersing
told The Sun and News the ground-
mounted water tank would have a
capacity of 2 million gallons and be
paid for through the township’s water
fund. The 40-foot tank will be located
about half a mile south of 68th Street.

The costs associated with the project

will be split evenly between Byron
and Gaines townships. An exact cost
estimate has not been determined yet.
The townships are the fastest-growing
ones in Kent County, based on U.S.
Census data.

A construction permit will be re-
quired from the Michigan Department
of Environment, Great Lakes & Energy
(EGLE) before work begins.

In 2021, the township board began
discussing the possibility of using some
of Gaines’ American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) economic-stimulus funds to
pay for construction of a water tank.

Gaines Township has one existing
connection to the Wyoming water sys-
tem, from which i1t draws its municipal
water supply. Rob DeWaard, now a
township trustee, said when he was
the township supervisor in 2021 that a
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he Gaines Township Board will meet on May 12 and May 19 at the

township haill.

break in the water line from Wyoming
into Gaines 1s 1inevitable at some point
in time. And he said when that day
comes, itcould leave the township’s ap-
proximately 35,000 residents without
a public water supply.

“But by building this (second) in-
terconnect, which I think would cost
$15 million, that would give us a loop
that would allow us in. If something
breaks here, we’d have another source
of water,” DeWaard said at the time, “I
think that’s just good
practice to have that,
1If we can.”

But township board
members opted not
to allocate a portion
of Gaines’ $2.87 mil-
lion in ARPA funds to
install an extra water
tank. And the esti-
mated $20 million cost
to add a second con-
nection to the Wyo-

EARTH, WIND & FIRE
FRIDAY, AUGUST 1

P

FIREKEEPERS

CASINOHOTEL

ming water system exceeded budget
limitations.

Then, they received a notification
from the City of Wyoming in the sum-
mer of 2024, informing the Byron-
Gaines Utility Authority (BGUA) that
it would need to increase its water-
storage capacity.

“Right now, the authority does not
have enough storage for the summer
months, so (the City of Wyoming) 1s

See TANK on 6

NOTHIN’ BUT A
GOOD TIME

SATURDAY,
JUNE 7

JOHN FOGERTY

THE CELEBRATION TOUR

THURSDAY, JULY 17

' SAM HUNT
FRIDAY, AUGUST 8

Tickets available now at the FireKeepers Box Office

or FireKeepersCasino.com.

GET YOUR \/} mow

BATTLE CREEK

1-94 to Exit 104 | 11177 Michigan Avenue | Battle Creek, MI 49014

Must be 21 or older. Tickets based on availability. Schedule subject to change.
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savored the exper:ence of
traveling by train across the
country, embracing the beauty
and diversity of the landscapes
and communities she visited.

www.sunananews.com

and a host of adoring grand
and great-grandchildren, all of
whom will miss her deeply.
Shirley was preceded in
death by her parents, William

Obituaries

Shirley M. Mayhew

Shirley M. Mayhew, aged 84, passed away
peacefully on May 3, 2025, in Middleville.
Mil. Born on September 12, 1940, in
Suttons Bay, MI, she was the daughter of
William and Claribel Challender.

Shirley graduated from Traverse City
Central High School in 1959. She dedicated
30 years of service to Fables Restaurant

oefore her retirement from the local grocery
store in Middleville. Her commitment to her
work was only surpassed by her devotion to
ner family and community.

A skilled knitter, Shirley created over
2,000 baby hats, warming the heads and
hearts of countless infants. Her handcrafted
hats and mittens also provided comfort
to many children at local schools and
churches. An adventurous spirit, she

Shirley was a devout member
of the Middleville United
Methodist Church, where
she volunteered her time and
talents with joy and humility.
Her faith and dedication
10 service were sources of
inspiration to all who knew her.
She is survived by her loving
husband of 34 years, Brad Mayhew: son,
Glenn (Kathy) Meredith; daughter, Dianna
Palmer; daughter-in- Iaw Laura Meredith;

LOCAL CHURCH DIRECTORY

ALASKA BAPTIST
CHURCH

Service Times
Sunday at 9:30 AM & 6:00 PM

www.alaskabaptist.org
7240 68th Street SE, Caledonia

RS [F s

BAPTIST 10:30 AM

Middleville
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Livestream: facebook.com/firstbaptistmiddleville

FBCMIDDLEVILLE.NET - 5215 M37 - 269-795-9726

JOURNEY )CHURCH

Caledonia Location -
2185 Cherry Valley Ave SE
@:15am and 11:00 am

Middleville Location -
1664 M-37
@:30 am and 11:00 am

MIDDLEVILLE

SERVICE TIMES:
Sunday at 9:30am & 11:00am
20 State Street, Middleville, M| / www.tvcweb.com

Caledonia

Vine Street Church |

Rev. Christine M. Beaudoin

Join us for our traditional yet casual worship J

service, in person or online,
at 9:00 am

616-891-8669

@R Good Shepherd
R Lutheran Church

908 W. Main Street, Middleville
(Missouri Synod)

250 Vine Street

Sunday Worship

Pastor: Rob Wurst
http://goodshepherdlcms.googlepages.com

Church: (269) 795-2391

Pt AYCRE C H URCH.CC

Sundays at 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 AM
Lead Pastor: Pastor Ryan Kimmel
616.891.8119
6950 Cherry Valley Rd., Middleville, MI 49333
peacechurch.cc

cornerstonechurch

| Jéjtﬁuspgn 3 or gnline

1675 84th St. SE
Caledonia, M| 49316

cornerstonemi.org/weekend
& % HOLY FAMILY
§ CATHOLIC CHURCH

9669 Kraft Ave., Caledonia
Phone: 616-891-9259

www.holyfamilycaledonia.org

Saturday Evening Mass ................... 5 5:00 p.m.
sunday Masses........... 9:00 am. & 11:00 a.m.

Considering becoming Catholic?
Call or see our website for information.

Sunday Worship:
8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Fellowship
9:45 to 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School
10 to 10:45 a.m.

@ St Paul Lutheran Church
& Preschool

8436 Kraft Ave., Caledonia, MI 49316
Office 616-891-8688 * Preschool (616) 891-8688
www.stpaulcaledonia.org

Yankee Springs Bible Church

_*;;-:: 8900 Dufty Road
=)  Middleville, MI 49333
"Shining Forth God's Light”

10:00 a.m.
Community Group ...cccccceecivermiiccenncnnnnne. 11:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship

James L. Collison, Pastor
www.yankeespringsbiblechurch.org

© Sundays 9:30 & Tlam

and Claribel Challender: son.

Mark Meredith: and son-in-

law, William Palmer.
Shirley’s family will receive

friends on Saturday, May

10, 2025 at the Beeler-Gores

Funeral Home from 9-10 a.m.

Her funeral service will be
conducted at 10 a.m. with
Pastors Ron Worley and Tony Shumaker
officiating. Private burial will take place at
Irving Cemetery.
Memorial donations to Middleville UMC
food pantry will be appreciated.

Please visit www.beelergoresfuneral.com

to share a memory or leave a condolence
message for Shirley’s family.
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Terry D.
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54 Born on June
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iry (Bole V)
/ had enlisted i
feémparked
se career path
vorked 10r ﬁI{W}?TT
WG Wade Shows. and
cO Gravel. HIS entrepreneurial
pIrit shone when he owned his own
Lire and Wrecker service In Kalkaska.
'hroughout his life, Terry drove trucks
or many companies and neld a variety
0f j0DS that showcased nis versatility and
WOork ethic
lerry's zest for life was evident in his
numerous Interests and involvements. A
devout member of the Parmelee United
Methodist Church, he also enjoyed
fellowship at the Golden Harvest Cowboy
Church in Anizona City, AZ. Terry's love
for the outdoors was unmistakable, with
over 50 joyous years spent in Eloy, AZ.
He was a valued member of the Barry
County Gas and Steam Engine Club
and relished the simple pleasures of
exploring the desert, and even finding
abandoned vehicles for cash rewards.
He was a |ack-of-all-trades that could
[Ix almost anything, and an extremely
lalented welder. He enjoyed riding
motorcycles, even going to Sturgis
Motorcycle Rally one year with his

 —— 8 e R e
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TKHS student selected as
representative for SkillsUSA

were xnown to all wna
loved him.
ferry was a loving
rch, leaving behind a
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Hosenberg, Jim (Kelly
losenberqg: stepchildren, Dawn
(Jim) Losinger, Alan (Lydia) Brog, Jody
ryl) Brog; 40 grandchildren; 40
jreat-grandchildren; and five great-
great-grandchildren. He also leaves Nnis
siblings, Jackie Gerard, Mike (Lynda)
Rosenberg, and Susan (Bob) Parsley, as
well as many nieces and nephews.
lerry was preceded in death by his
loving wife, Janet (Thaler) Rosenberg,
his grandson, Matthew Allen James; his
sister, Nancy (Bob) Anders; his brother,
Dodie (Rosie) Rosenberg, and his
brothers-in-law, Gary Gerard and Paul
Parsley.

Terry's family will receive friends on
saturday, May 17, 2025, 10to 11 a.m.
at the Beeler-Gores Funeral Home where
NS memorial service will be conducted
at 11 a.m. Private burial will take place
at Mt. Hope Cemetery.

Memorial contributions to the Barry
County Gas and Steam Engine Club
will be appreciated. Please visit www.
beelergoresfuneral.com to share a
memory or leave a condolence message

for Terry's family.
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Devon Barnhill. a student 1in Kent
Career lechnical Center’'s criminal

justice program, was recently selected

to represent | hornapple Kellogg High
School as a regional representative for
SKilIsUSA Michigan for 2025-26, ac-
cording to an announcement by local
school officials.

“I'm very excited about it, said
Barnhill, a junior at TKHS. *l feel
ke I'm
portunity.

Barnhill reportedly
SKilIsUSA through her classes at
KCTC and was encouraged to seek a
leadership role with the organization.

verv lucky to have this op-

learned aboult

“Evervyone 1s there to succeed,  said
Barnhill. *“You have to put in the effort,
and you will be successtul.”

SkillsUSA Michigan represents
more than 5,000 student members
across 100 chapters statewide and 1s
one of the largest career and technical
student organizations in the state. As a
state officer, Barnhill will undergo lead-
ership training, assist in organizing the
SkillsUSA Michigan State Leadership
and Skills Contference, and represent
the organization at various events and
conventions throughout the vear.

One upcoming trip Barnhill isreport-
edly looking forward to 1s the chance
to visit Washington D.C. and meet
with legislators. A trip to Atlanta and
the national competition i1s also on her
calendar.

“All my hard work has paid off,” she
said. “Everyone in SkillsUSA 1s incred-
ible. It’s very much a feeling of pride
to be able to be part of this.”

Barnhill added she enjoys her classes
at KCTC that are helping her narrow
her career interests. “It’s so much fun
and | love the classes I'm able to take
there. I’'m very grateful for that. It’s
really exciting to be able to explore
difterent careers.”

Initially, she was somewhat inter-
ested 1n engineering but quickly real-
1zed that wasn’t quite the right fit. She
also considered the 1dea of becoming a
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Devon Barnhill, a student in Kent
Career lTechnical Centers criminal
justice program, was recently
selected to represent Thornapple
Kellogg High School as a regional
representative for SkillsUSA
Michigan. Courtesy photos

SkillsUSA has already been able to
meet and talk with representatives from
the Michigan State Police forensics
program.

When she’snotbusy at KCTC, Barn-
hill 1s very actively involved at TKHS.
She 1s amember of the color guard for
the school’s marching band and plays
clarinet in symphonic band. She also
golts,1s apole vaulter forthe track team
and 1s a member of the Teens Against
Tobacco Use.

In her spare time, Barnhill said she
enjoys reading and helping raise beef
steers on her family’s farm.

| N P o police detective, but as she gained more
2 iln o S : information, she realized that wasn’t
One upcoming trip Barnhill is reportedly looking forward to is the chance  exactly her goal either.

to visit Washington D.C. and meet with legislators. A trip to Atlanta and the For now, she’s interested in work-
national competition is also on her calendar. ing with DNA analysis and through

“I’'m very grateful for TK for giving
me the opportunity to attend KCTC
and for the experiences I’ve been able

to have there to help prepare me for my
future,” she added. — DM
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Gaines Township consulting enqinees

Jextt (aritlens

TANK

Lontinued from Faoge«

requiring us to add storage,” Weers-
ing said.

| he BGUA, located at 1381 84th St
Sk, 158 jointly operated by Byron and
Caines townships. It was formed 1In
2002 and performs the operation and
maintenance of the water and sewer
systems for both municipalities

| he two townships get their munici-
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[&J} waler from the ( Iy Ol WA YyORNIng
which has a water-treatment plant in
Holland. It intakes water from Lake
Michigan. treats it and distributes 1
through underground water mains

i III'IL'IH|_\_ there are three munic ipal

storage tanks n Byron and Gaines

townships that hold a total of 4 million
gallons of water. An elevated water
lower 18 located on 60th Street west of
wing Avenue. A ground-mounted wa-
ler tank sits along Eastern Avenue near

cornerstonechurch

we're casual. come as you are.

One Church * Three Locations
Caledonia | Grand Rapids | Wyoming
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1 nd Street. And. in Byron Township.
a ground-mounted tank 1s located on
')ix 1510 AN UG ~n-;H|l f1|"_nlh| Sireet

“Right now, the authority does not
h.i'ut,' i_.'l'ruln'[i dorage for the sLUITIINICT
months, so (the City of Wyoming) 1s
requirning us to add storage.” Weersing
said last July

AS of press time, township engineer
Jell Gritter was still calculating the es-
[IIT]{lIUTI COS] 1111 IIIL“IiLf\N walcer storage
facility. He 1s a semor civil engineer
with Byron Center-based consulting
hirm Vrnesman & Korhom

But some ofthcials have said 1t wouls
costmore than $S malhi n 1O builld and

install a ground-mounted tank an
pipelines.

Critter has said in the past that a new
water tower probably would take a yeai
o design and construct

In other business

weersing said that a new platform
ladder truck for the Gaines Charter
lownship Fire Department 1s sched-
uled to armive by October from Apple-
ton, Wisconsin-based Pierce Manufac-
turing Co. It was ordered more than two

years ago to replace a fire truck that 1s

more than two decades old.

Byron and Gaines trustees voted
unanimously at a joint meeting of the
I{M'lehip boards 1n October 2022 1
split the cost for the $1.7 million fire

truck. Games ofhicials voted last year to

allocate $1.2 milhion in ARPA funds to-
ward the purchase of the 100-foot aenal

ladder truck. It will enable firefighters

to access the tops of larger buildings n
the township from a platform.

Fire Department was established on
January | after Byron lownship opted
1O NO longet | MHl} Opc€i ate the Cutler-

()

| he new Gaines Charter lTownship

ville Fire | yepartment. Craimes 1
SRR T]ir Hire station 1 (WX 1 S 1 ree
In Cutiervilie and on 68th Street
Dutton. Byron 1s buildineg its own alon
LUS-<131 north of 68th Street
Township priority rankings
Lraines dSupervisor Bob lerpstra said

he 'u’ul” announce at the Mav |1 ! board
meeting how township trustees res
ly ranked their top priorities for futu
L‘Ti*hkltm I Liaines lii:f‘ ‘12‘4!-1
meeting April 28 to consides
calegones such as upgrading pari
and trails, improving public safet
plans for the local hbrary as p
fiiltdtl YISO 1#“ 1 () 1 i-i; LYY\ 1 . il
township board will conside
1O Atill[ﬂ a resolution submitted by th
Parks & lrails Commitiee 1o creat
|R1IL.H q\ f1iillllui I }t]-.!iil" 1l
Holtman Meadows Phase }
| he Gaimnes lTownship Plan
Commission will hold a public hea
Ing at 1ts '\111_& )"

what 18 called a tentative preliminanry

meoeeiime 1o 1ppro

plat for 50 single-family lots as part of
the third phase of the four-phase Hofl
man Meadows subdivision. A final plat
-l]"*]‘*li'r\.!] would be needed after that
before construction could begin
Phases | and 2 have PDICVYIOU! E: I
ceived final township approvals. Ths
[irst phase was completed in 2023 fo
40 single-family home lots on 15 acre
on the northermn half of the develop
ment. |1 he second phase was launched

last year
| he project would be at 2319 Crystal

Meadows. whichiswest of Hanna Lak:

Avenue and south of 60th Street. € hi

\';IT'H'iL_‘anI] 1S IIIL' prﬂ[u_‘rl. OWwWner. ana
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Kettle Lake teacher receives ‘Excellence in Education’ award

Caledonia Community Schools an-
nounced recently that Mary Frey, a
kindergarten teacher at Kettle Lake
Elementary, was honored with a Michi-
gan Lottery’s Excellence in Education
Award.

Frey, known for her passion, dedica-
tion, and deep personal investment in
her students’ growth and success, was
surprised with the award earlier this
month, according to a release by CCS
officials. She reportedly received a
$2,000 cash prize and will be consid-
ered for the Michigan Lottery’s Edu-
cator of the Year honor, which comes
with an additional $10,000 cash prize.

The Michigan Lottery established
the educational awards 1n 2014 to cel-
ebrate exceptional public-school edu-
cators across the state. Award winners
are selected based on their excellence
in advancing student achievement,
dedication to their work, inspiration to
others, leadership and positive impact
on students.

“Mary Frey’s dedication to each stu-
dent, evident in her detailed care and
personal investment to each individual
in her classroom, 1s truly remarkable,”
said Lottery Commissioner Suzanna
Shkreli. “She inspires students to have
‘ah-ha’ moments and fosters kind-
ness that ripples throughout the entire
school and beyond. She 1s a true hero to
her students and an assetto her school.”

According to CCS officials, Frey has
been an educator for 22 years, spend-
ing the last 15 years at Kettle Lake. A
graduate of Michigan State University,
she holds a bachelor’s degree in early
childhood development and elemen-
tary education, as well as master’s
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degree 1n literacy.

Frey said she believes teaching kin-
dergarten offers aunique opportunity to
build a foundation for lifelong learning.

“Kindergarten s such a precious time
when little ones are discovering their
own abilities, interests, and indepen-
dence,” she said. “It is a privilege to
witness so many ‘ah-ha’ moments and
to foster a love of learning from the
very beginning.”

Frey was nominated for the award
by a parent who highlighted her daily
personal updates, community outreach
projects, and lasting impact on students
and the broader school community.
One notable example of her leadership
reportedly is the Kettle Lake Kindness
Project, which began with her class
creating Valentine’s Day cards, notes
of encouragement and snacks for

Helen Devos Children’s Hospital staff

and later expanded into a schoolwide
movement of kindness. — DM
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Caledonia Community Schools
announced recently that Mary Frey
(left), akindergartenteacher at Kettle
L ake Elementary, was honored with
the Michigan Lottery's Excellence in
Education Award. Here, she s joined
by Michigan Lottery Commissioner
Suzanna Shkreli. Courtesy photo

60 TO SUNANDNEWS.COM

Your local agent insures your

r- FARM BUREAU
. INSURANCE’

/f’f' igans [mewrance (W
OALE Y)Y

Jason Parks (269) 795-8827

121 E. Main Street jparks@fbinsmi.com
Downtown Middleville FarmBureaulnsurance.com

Blended Heart
Ministries

GOSPEL CONCERT

Sunday, May 18 at 6:00pm
t

a
LEIGHTON CHURCH
4180 2nd St., Caledonia, MI

FREE Admission

Donations appreciated to
support their ministries!

www.leightonchurch.org
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Classifieds

BUSINESS SERVICES

DUMPSTER RENTAL SNOW-
PLOWING, Lot Clearing, Forestry,
Mulching, Brush Hog, Mowing.
Dumpsters-Solutions.com
(616)283-9712.

CEMENT/CONCRETE

JNR BUILDERS Concrete flat-
work; Driveways, patios, porches
& steps. Stamped and colored,
Licensed and insured. Call Jeff
(616)293-7729

CONSTRUCTION: POLE BARNS,
Siding, Decks, Roofing, etc.
Licensed, 30 Years. Tom Beard
(269)838-5937

BUYING WALNUT, HARD maple,
and white oak trees. Will buy sin-
gle walnut trees. Free Estimates.
Fully Insured. Fetterly Logging
269-818-7793.

EXPERIENCED GARDNER 3to 4
days a week with flexible schedule.

Please apply in person at Saska-
toon Golf Club 9038 92nd St., Alto.

- COMMERCIAL-RENT

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT: 7884
Eastern Ave, Suite A,B Grand Rap-
ids. $20.00 ANNUAL /SF 2205 sqft
available. RE/Max of Grand Rapids
Margaret Peric (616)204-9792
margoperic @ remax.net

lIGIIT TIIIIGI( I'AIITS

4 USED PARTS « PIGK UPS « ONE TONS « WANS « SUV'S « JEEPS  ANAS

; FULL SERVIGE & YOU PULL IT

: 269-381-2300

IISEII mnrs ustn TIIIESf"

3
I



http://www.sunandnews.com
SUNANDNEWS.COM
Solutions.com
FannBureaulnsurance.com
mailto:margoperic@remax.net
mailto:mmacleod@mihomepaper.com
http://www.leightonchurch.org

Micalah Waskiewicz, a teacher at
Kraft Meadows Intermediate School
in Caledonia, has been named the 2025
Educator of the Year by the Down Syn-
drome Association of West Michigan
(DSAWM).

I'he award was presented at the an-
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Local teacher named Educator of the Year by Down Syndrome Association

nual Winner’s Cup Benefitheld on May
3 at the Kent Country Club.

Waskiewicz was recognized for
creating a nurturing, inclusive envi-
ronment where students with Down
syndrome feel understood, supported
and celebrated.

Parents recognized Waskiewicz for
her work with their kids.

“From day one, my son has been
completely comfortable at his new
school with Mrs. W. I had the imme-
diate feeling that she just understood
him,” said the parent who nominated
Waskiewicz for the award.

Another parent noted, “I have never
felt more included than with my son
being in her classroom.”

A student told his parent, “Mom,
that is a person that gets me. She un-
derstands me. She takes care of me and
makes me feel safe!”

“l am so blessed to work with in-
credible kids, and I love what I do,”
Waskiewicz said. — KTE
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Micalah Waskiewicz, a teacher at Kraft Meadows Intermediate School in
Caledonia, has been named the 2025 Educator of the Year by the Down
Syndrome Association of West Michigan. Photo courtesy of Caledonia Schools

Letter carriers collecting food donations
for Stamp Out Hunger drive

Every second Saturday in May, let-
ter carriers in more than 10,000 cities
and towns across America collect the
goodness and compassion of their
postal customers who participate in
the NALC Stamp Out Hunger Na-
tional Food Drive — the largest one-
day food drive in the nation. Barry
County 1s no stranger to this effort,
and letter carriers around the area will
participate in the drive today.

[Led by letter carriers represented
by the National Association of Let-
ter Carriers (AFL-CIO), with help
from rural letter carriers, other postal
employees and other volunteers, the
drive has delivered more than 1.82

billion pounds of food the past 30
years.

Carriers collect non-perishable
food donations left by mailboxes and
in post-offices and deliver them to lo-
cal community food banks, pantries
and shelters. Nearly 1,500 NALC
branches 1n all 50 states, the District
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam and
the Virgin Islands are involved.

The United States Postal Service,
National Association of Letter Car-
riers, National Rural Letter Carriers’
Association, AFL-CIO, United Way,
Vericast, Valpak Direct Marketing
Systems, CVS Health, Kellogg’s,
and United Food and Commercial

Workers International Union are all
supporting this year’s Stamp Out
Hunger food drive.

To donate, just place a box or can
of non-perishable food next to your
mailbox before your letter carrier
delivers mail on the second Saturday
in May. The carrier will do the rest.
The food 1s sorted, and delivered to
an area food bank or pantry, where it
1s available for needy families.

One in ten Americans face hunger
every day in America. This drive 1s
one way locals can help those 1n their
own city or town who need help.

— MM
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Big wins keep coming for Caledonia LAX guys
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Caledonia junior Rylan Bultema fires
a shotintothe netforagoal during his
team’s win over visiting Harper Creek
Saturday at Scotland Yard.

Caledonia sophomore Austin Osborn
weaves his way through the midfield
with Harper Creek's Logan Converse
giving chase during their non-
conference match at Scotland Yard
Saturday, May 3. Photos by Brett Bremer

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

A one-goal, overtime loss against
Hudsonville is the only blemish on the
Caledonia varsity boys’lacrosseteam’s
record since March.

The Fighting Scots have won 11 of
their last 12 and are currently ranked
11th in the state’s Division 2 power
rankings — one spot behind the For-
est Hills Northern team they soundly
defeated Tuesday evening in Grand
Rapids.

Caledonia bounced back from the
one-goal loss to Hudsonville with a
20-10 win at West Ottawa last Thurs-
day, May 1, beat visiting Harper Creek
16-3 Saturday at Scotland Yard, and
then went to Forest Hills Northern for
a 16-6 win Tuesday.

On their home turf against a young
Harper Creek team Saturday, the Fight-
Ing Scots got four goals and an assist
from senior Brady Hilaski. Senior
Silas Haan, junior Rylan Bultema and
sophomore Lincoln Senti had three
goals apiece. Sophomore Emmett Haan
added two goals and sophomore Ryder
Born scored once.

Junior Camden Robinson scored two
early goals for the Beavers who trailed
4-2 with 3:42 to go 1n the first quarter
before late goals from Emmett Haan
and Bultema pushed the Scots to a 6-2
lead by the end of the quarter.

Caledonia dominated possession
throughout the afternoon, and got to
unload the bench.

“It1s good to get some dudes in there
for sure. We got to play a lot of people
at a lot of different positions, so that is
a good thing,” Caledonia head coach
Kollin Herron said. “Most of that is
learning for the future. There is a dif-
ference between good teams and great
teams. Great teams don’t mess around
in games. When we put guys in different
positions it i1s mostly for, hey what are
we looking for for the future, or trying

to get some defensive guys some of-
fensive playing time. That way they can
pass and catch the ball a little bit more,
and we can get them comfortable with
that ... 1t’s focused difterent positions.”

While a Harper Creek team with just
one senior on the roster has to rely on
youngsters quite a bit, the Scots are
learning that they have a mix of senior
and underclassmen they canreally lean
on this spring.

“Emmett Haan, he’s a sophomore,
we’re looking him to probably step up
Into a captain role when he gets older,
and [senior| Ethan Fisher 1s a big one
for us. Unfortunately, he has an ankle
1Issue right now ... even when he 1is

T:CO

Serving the Caledonia and
Middleville Communities.

COVER IT WITH
CONFIDENCE

» Residential

» Commerical

» Roof Repair

» Storm Damage

» Insurance Claims

!

saturday, May

hurt he 1s on the sideline leading guys
and encouraging them,” Herron said
Saturday.

“For a sophomore, for a young kid,
when Ethan 1sn’t on the field [ Emmett]
1S the one calling our oftense. He 1s be-
ing a leader out there, and he 1s encour-
aging guys, he is sticking up for guys
on the team, pushing them to be better
in games and to be better in practice.
In games like this, 1t 1s sometimes gets
hard to stay focused when you’re up
that big on a team, but I think he really
helps our guys stay level-headed and
focused during the games.”

Herron said his guys had a lead in

See CALEDONIA on 14
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Brett Bremer
oSports Editor

Some Saturday tournament trophies
just mean a little more.

I'ne Trojans won’t forget this one
any time soon.

Thornapple Kellogg’s varsity soft-
ball team bounced back from getting
swept 1n 1ts OK Gold Conference
doubleheader with visiting Wayland
in Middleville April 29 by beating the
Wildcats 7-5 in the finals of Saturday’s
Thornapple Kellogg Invitational.

It is the first win for the Trojans over
the Wildcats since their 2019 district
tournament, the first varsity softball
win over Wayland for any of the TK
ballplayers, and the first varsity win
over the Wildcats for TK head coach
Ashley Garrett as a coach or a player.

Scoring four runs in the top of the
fourth 1nning pushed TK in front of
the Wildcats 7-4 and they held on the
rest of the way. Centerfielder Kenzie
Bouma was 2-for-4 at the plate in the

THE SUN AND NEWS

Trojans celebrate rare win
over Wayland softball

win with an RBI and three runs scored.

“Honestly, you just really have to go
in and just know that your teammates
are counling on you to be there for
them,” Bouma said. “We lost to Way-
land, I think it was Tuesday, and this
this was a game where I was just really
motivatedto be there formy teammates
at the right time and keep my eye on
the ball, and not let the mental game
get 1n the way.”

“We really wanted it. We know we
have lost to Wayland in the past, and it
was really the perfect time at our own
home invite to have this be our chance
at redemption. That felt good.”

The Wildcats shut out the Trojans in
their OK Gold doubleheader last week
with 9-0 and 11-0 wins, with game two
ending on a walk-off home run in the
fifth inning that boosted the Wildcat
lead to double figures.

“I just think that we had a talk Thurs-
day about being there for each other.

WE'RE HERE FOR
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Ihe Thornapple Kellogg varsity softball team celebrates with its plague
aiter beating Wayland 7-5 in the championship game of the TK Invitational
In Middleville Sunday. The win over Wayland was the first since the 2019
district tournament for the Trojans. Photos by Brett Bremer

| think that really helped us, bringing
that into this game. Putting that into
play and being hyped for each other.
Even when we were down we didn’t
get down. The mental game you don’t
let that get in the way, look at the
scoreboard and keep competing and
you’ll win.”

TK put a lot of work 1n on its “mental
game” last week.

“Itold them on Tuesday that it wasn’t
a skill thing. That is not why we lost.
Wayland just has a littler higher soft-
ball IQ and softball savvy than us right
now, coach Garrett said, “and we re-
ally worked on that the last couple days
In practice and they put it to use today.
We actually did classroom session. We
talked about different things. We talked
about different base running things. We
talked about our approach at the plate
and what pitch we’re looking for and

just hittle things like that. My team has

a bunch of girls that play travel ball, it
was just getting them to realize what
1S going around them and thinking a
play ahead.”

TK had seven hits in the win. Bouma
was the only girl with multiple hits. She
drove 1n a run with a single in the top
of the third, and managed to work her
way out of a pickle between first and
second to finish safely at second after
the throw in from the outfield initially
tried to cut down a Trojan runner at
the plate. That hit tied the game at 3-3
at the time.

TK got singles from McKenna Hoe-
beke, Adelaide Holderman and Jenna
Robinett. Holderman, Robinett, Au-
bree Stevens and Chloe Bossenberger
had one RBI each.

A couple of Wildcat errors got the
ITrojans’ go-ahead rally started in the

See next page

Thornapple Kellogg's Chloe
Bossenberger gets a jump off first
pase during her teams win over
Wayland in the championship game
ofthe TK Invite Saturday in Middleville.

P - -
— il

g E———— ——— . —

b e W o B ey o
p—

k]

-
A . T

P T e S e R 5 s awws o B Lo R
o e R - =
= ;

B
— i—


http://www.sunandnews.com
DEWEERDHTG.COM

Y

!‘.

4 \;‘ J

w - -
— i -— o - =
e e ol T R S S — _—.-.-_.-.-_.-"-..-..T_. ‘;f" . _— —_——— =

—

B -
- - -
— e Si—— T o G W apa s B g R e e .

m R — - o m
L " -

i
:

-

e R 1
L 3 - .

www.sunandnews.com

THE SUN AND NEWS

Saturday, May 10, 2025 11

-

————

mon was third and Hilton eighth in
that race at the 2024 MHSAA Lower
Peninsula Division 2 Track and Field
Finals.

In the 100s Monday, Harmon won
with a time of 15.25 seconds, Hilton
was second in 15.93 and Gater im-
proved her PR to 16.65 to place third.

Junior sprinter Jordyn Fitros had an-
other big afternoon for the TK ladies.
She won the 100-meter dash in 13.00
and the 200-meter dash in 26.67.

TK senior Ava Crews had a pair
of individual wins too taking the
1600-meter run in 5 minutes 43.43
seconds and the 3200-meter run In

11:40.74.

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Thornapple Kellogg varsity
girls’ track and field team will look
to finish off an undefeated OK Gold
Conference season this afternoon,
May 8, at the conference champion-
ship meet hosted by Wyoming at
Houseman Field in Grand Rapids.

The TK ladies finished off a 6-0
season of conference duals with
victories over Wayland and South
Christian at Wayland Union High
School Monday. The Trojans beat
the host Wildcats 104.5-32.5 and the
South Christian girls 100-37.

The Wayland boys are in the same

position as the TK girls having
improved to 6-0 in conference du-
als with wins over the Trojans and
Sailors Monday. The TK boys close
the season of conference duals at 2-4.

The TK hurdlers are really hitting
their stride as the season winds down.
Senior Brooklyn Harmon, junior Mia
Hilton and freshman Amya Gater

placed 1-2-3 in both the 300-me-

South Christian junior Chloe
Rinzema prevented a sweep of the

wins in the individual races on the
track by the TK ladies. She took the

400-meter dash in a PR of 58.46 sec-
onds and she won the 800-meter run
in 2:27.40 just besting a season-best
time of 2:28.68 from Crews.

The TK ladies won the three sprint
relays Sophomore Elile Harmon,

ter low hurdles and the 100-meter
hurdles for the TK girls Monday. All
three improved their personal record
time 1n the 300 hurdles. Harmon won
in 45.74, Hilton was second 1n 43.36
and Gater placed third in 47.61. Har-

junior Madison Kietzman, sophomore
Estefan1 Sanchez Vega and sopho-
more Sydney Martin wont he 4x200-
meter relay in 1:51.52. The team of
Kietzman, Sanchez Vega, Martin
and senior Emma Dykhouse won the

4x 100-meter relay in 52.57 seconds.

To close the evening, the TK team
of junior Payton Gater, Brooklyn Har-
mon, Hilton and Amya Gater won the
4x400-meter relay in 4:16.98.

Dykhouse also improved her shot
put personal record with a mark of 35-
10 and senior teammate Lilly McKe-
own was second with a put of 29-3.

The only victories for the TK
boys came from senior Jacob Draa-
iIsma who took the 800-meter run in
2:00.47 and the 1600-meter run in
4:32.92.

Hurdlers had a good day on the
boys’ side too overall. Wayland
sophomore Alex Hubbard and senior
Malachi Rodriguez set PRs in placing
1-2 1in the 110-meter high hurdles.
South Christian junior Daniel Egler
won the 300-meter intermediate
hurdles, with TK sophomore Brandon
Velting second 1n that race with a PR
of 42.88 that left him just four hun-
dredths of a second behind. The two
ouys behind him set PRs too.

1K teams were second 1n the
4x200-meter relay, the 4x100-meter
relay and the 4x400-meter relay. The
4x100-meter race was an especially
close one with the South Christian
team of seniors Bryce Kenyon and
Sammi Anema, sophomore Jesse

TKHS girls close undefeated run through OK Gold duals

VanDeGriend and junior Ethan White
winning in 45.63 seconds. The TK
team of sophomore Elliott Neft, senior
[Lucas McNabnay, freshman Maddox
Vanengen and sophomore Jackson
Smith was a little over a second back
in 46.71 and the fastest Wayland team
in that race was just eight hundredths
of a second behind TK.

The foursome that included Way-
land senior Landon Dunahoo was
DQ’d 1n that 4x100. He was a part
of wins in his three other events. He
took the 100-meter dashin 11.51, the
200-meter dash in a PR of 22.84 and
raced as a part of the Wildcats” win-
ning 4x200-meter relay team.

Last Saturday, May 3, the TK ladies
took the championship and the boys
were third at the Cougar Invitational
hosted by Grand Rapids Catholic
Central.

Both teams had a pair of event wins.
The TK ladies had the team of Brook-
lyn Harmon, Fitros, Amya Gater and
Hilton win the 4x200-meter relay 1n
[:46.76 and junior Payton Gater won
the high jump by clearing 4-10.

The TK boys’ had junior Brayden
Muma win the discus with a throw
of 109-7 and Derious Robinson win
the long jump with a personal record
leap of 18-8.75.

Continued from previous page

top of the fifth. Holderman had an RBI single, and
Stevens and Bossenberger put together back-to-back,
two-out doubles to extend the TKJ lead.

Stevens was the winning pitcher. She allowed two
runs, one earned, on five hits and two walks across
the final five innings. She struck out one. Robinett
started 1n the circle for TK allowing three runs on
five hits. She struck out one too.

Wildcat starting pitcher Harmony Laker allowed
seven runs in five innings in the circle, but only one
was earned. She walked one and struck out nine. TK
got to her for seven hits. Madi Ludema closed things
out for the Wildcats with two shut out innings.

| . . - . ;.'.: S
“The thing we really worked on was getting our Lk R &}X |

trigger out of the way and getting our front foots
down so we can rotate and hit the ball,”
of her team’s improvements at the plate between
games against the Wildcats. “And they did so much
better with it. I was a little nervous. Comstock Park’s
pitching was not Wayland’s pitching, so I was a little

0 e

nervous with how they were going to adjust and they
did 1t right out of the gate. It was fun to see.”

TK opened i1ts day at the tournament with a 16-1
win over Comstock Park.

Holderman pitched and allowed one unearned run
in four innings. She struck out seven and walked one.

The TK oftense had nine hits in the win including
doubles from Alyssa Schaefer, Stevens and Bouma.
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Bouma was 3-for-3 in that one with two runs scored

and two RBIls. Stevens was 2-for-2 with two runs

scored and five RBIs, and she also walked twice.
Allison Wolowicz was 2-for-3 with two runs scored
and three RBIs.

Wayland earned its spot in the tournament cham-
pionship game with a 23-0 win over Delton Kellogg
to start the day.
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Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Moving guys around the bases in
the top of the fourth and fifth innings

put the Trojans in front of Unity Chris-
tian in the championship game of the

I'hornapple Kellogg Wooden Bat Invi-

tational in Middleville Saturday.

I'he Trojans turned those busy base
paths into a few runs, something the
Crusaders weren’t able to do as TK
pulled out a 6-3 victory to win a home
tournament for the second time this
season.

Jayce Curtis led off the top of the
fourth for Thornapple Kellogg with
a single into centerfield. He stood at
second base with two out when Connor
Dombkowski delivered a pop single
into centerfield that allowed him to
come around to score breaking what
had been a 3-3 tie. Dombkowski would
score too without the benefit of a hit
stealing second and then third and com-
ing home as a throw to get him at third
got away from the Crusaders.

Carsyn Redman led off the top of the
fifth with a walk for TK. He stole sec-
ond and wentto third on a groundout by

THE SUN AND NEWS

Wooden bat tourney title goes to TK boys

Anson Verlinde. A Cam Walter double
into centerfield brought him home.

TI'he Crusaders had their chances to
cut into that Trojan lead and couldn’t
do it.

Unity Christian put its first three
baserunners on in the bottom of the
fifth inning, and its first two on in the
bottom of the sixth.

In the fifth Trojan starter Micah Dock
got a pop out and a strike out, and then
a little roller to first base that Jayce
Brummel scooped up and flipped over
Dock covering the bag to get TK out
of the inning unscathed.

In the bottom of the sixth, with Walter
now on the mound, Unity Christian put
its first two on thanks to an error and
a walk. Walter induced a pop out into
left and a pop up to first for the first two
outs. The two Crusader baserunners
moved up on a wild pitch with two out,
but Dombkowski made a nice play on
a ground ball at third and fired first to
end another threat.

Dock got the win in the champion-
ship game going five innings. He gave
up two earned runs (three total) on six
hits, three walks and four strikeouts.
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Thornapple Kellogg catcher Carsyn Redman leads the way through the
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nhandshake line with the Unity Christian Crusaders after the Trojans’ victory
in the championship game of the TK Wooden Bat Invitational Saturday in

Miiddleville. Photos by Brett Bremer

Walter threw two scoreless innings
giving up one hit, striking out one and
walking one while earning a save.

At the plate, Walter was 2-for-4 with
an RBI. Dombkowski, Brummel and
Curtis had the other three TK hits.

1'K started the day with a 4-3 win
over East Kentwood.

The Falcons did move guys around
late 1n the ballgame scoring twice in
the bottom of the sixth and once in the
bottom of the seventh to pull within a
run after TK built a 4-0 lead.

The six hits in the ballgame for TK
were all singles, one each for Domb-
kowski, Redman, Verlinde, Brummel,
Zach Eldridge and Cooper Rasey.
Curtis, Rasey and Verlinde had one RBI
each. Dombkowski, Redman, Brum-
mel and Eldridge each scored a run.

Jacob Davis was the winning pitcher
he threw four scoreless, hitless innings.
He walked one and struck out three.
Redman tossed the final three innings.
He struck out two, walked two and gave
up three hits. Of the three runs against
him, only one was earned.

The Trojans struggles in the OK Gold
Conference did continue this week asthey
fell to 1-11 with three losses to Northview

See TITLE on 13
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Thornapple Kellogg's Connor
Dombkowski hustles home to score
arun auring his team's win over Unity
Christian in the championship game
of the TK Wooden Bat Invite Saturday
in Middleville.
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Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Caledonia varsity softball

OK Green Conference doubleheader.

Nine hits, 11 walks and three Mus-
kegon errors as well as five hit batters
allowed the Scots to score their 18
runs in the opener.

Doubles by Addy Lash and Rian
Restau were the only extra-base hits
for the Scots.

Maddison Boucher was 2-for-3 at
the top of the Scots’ line-up with two
runs scored and an RBI.

[Lash was 2-for-2 with a walks,
two runs and two RBIs, and Sophia
Gauthier was 2-for-2 with a walk,
three runs scored and four RBIs.

Hudsyn Tanner walked three times,
scored a run and drove 1n a run.

[Lauren Parker pitched for the Scots
and no-hit the Muskegon girls in the
three-inning ballgame. She struck out

Scots no-hit Muskegon twice
in quick doubleheader sweep

team took two lopsided wins at Mus-

kegon Tuesday afternoon outscoring
the Big Reds 18-0 and 19-0 in their

seven and walked two.

The Scots had eight hits and
worked 13 walks 1n game two. A
double by Claire Hoop was the only
extra-base hit. Molly Lieske and
Hoop had two hits apiece. Lieske was
2-for-3 with two walks, three runs
scored and four RBIs. Hoop closed
the night 2-for-2 with a walk, two
runs scored and three RBIs.

Malia Burke matched Lieske for
a team-high four RBIs. Add1 Veldt
walked four times hitting the number
three spot for the Scots. She had an
RBI and two runs scored.

Amber Fairchild was the winning
pitcher in game two with another
three-inning no-hitter for the Scots.
She struck out eight. An error to start
the bottom of the second allowed the
only Muskegon hitter to reach base
in the ballgame.

The Scots and Big Reds were set
to meet 1in Caledonia for a third ball-
game Thursday, May 8.
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this week. The Wildcatstook 10-2 and 5-0
wins in Grand Rapids Monday.

Verlinde was 2-for-2 with a walk in
the opener, and Dombkowski and Da-
vis both had hits. Singles by Dock and
Redman were the only hits for TK in
the game two shutout. Caleb Munson
earned the shut out win for the Wildcats
In game two with acomplete game effort
that saw him strike out five and walk one.

The Wildcats finished off the sweep
with a 5-0 win in Middleville Wednes-
day afternoon.

Davis tossed the first five innings for

TK athome giving up three earned runs
on five hits and one walk. He struck
out six. He was also 2-for-3 at the plate
with a pair of singles. TK had six hits
in all, all singles.

The Trojans play their series with
Grand Rapids Union in the OK Gold
in the week ahead. TK plays host to
the Red Hawks for two Monday and
then will go to Belknap Park in Grand
Rapids for one with the Red Hawks
Wednesday, May 14.
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Thornapple Kellogg pitcher Cam
Walter works to earn the save in the
Trojans’ victory over Unity Christian
INn the championship game of the
TK Wooden Bat Invite in Middleville
Saturday.
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Big late inning powers Jenison
to series win against Scots

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Jenison took the rubber match in
its OK Green Conference series with
the Caledonia varsity baseball team 1n
Jenison Thursday, May 1.

The Wildcats answered a game-tying
rally by the Fighting Scots with six runs
in the bottom of the fifth inning on their
way to an 8-4 win.

Caledonia falls to 4-4 in the OK
Green Conference this season with
the defeat.

Jenison only had one more hit than
the Scots in the ballgame.Cam Myers
was 2-for-2 with a double and a walk at
the plate to lead the Caledonia offense.
He scored one run. AJ Roszkowski
tripled once, scored a run and drove in
a run. Alex Spinney had a double, and
Talen Verburg, Jackson McNew and
Ty Lewandowski each singled once.
Verburg and Ben Kieliszewski both
drove 1n one run.

Aryn Taylor started for the Scots and
was hit for five runs in 4.2 innings.
He struck out three, walked three and
gave up four hits. The Wildcats got to
Spinney, who came on for Taylor, for
three runs before G Trudeau closed
things out with 1.1 innings of scoreless
relief work.

Ben Slagter got the win for the Wild-
cats giving up four runs on seven hits
and one walk 1n six innings. He struck
out eight.

The Fighting Scots had their OK
Green ballgames with Muskegon can-
celed this week. They were slated to
visits Gull Lake Friday evening for a
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ballgame and will return to conference
play with a set against Byron Center 1n
the week ahead. The Bulldogs host the
Scots for two Tuesday afternoon and
then come to Caledonia for one Thurs-
day, May 15. In between, the Scots host
North Muskegon Wednesday.

Thornapple Kellogg will play host to
the Scots Friday, May 16.

The Scots followed up that loss
to Jenison last week by hosting Ka-
lamazoo Christian for one May 2. The
Comets took a 3-1 win with single
runs in the top of the fourth, fifth and
sixth innings. The Scots had 1-0 lead
after scoring in the bottom of the first,
but couldn’t get another runner around
despite outhitting the Comets 7-6.

Roszkowski opened the ballgame
with a single through the left side
for the Scots. He went to second on
a sacrifice bunt from Ethan Sova, to
third on a single by Myers and then
stole home with Myers stealing second
behind him.

Back-to-back singles to open the
third inning didn’t amount to a run for
the Scots though, and again the Scots
couldn’t move a runner around after a
lead-off single in the fourth, or the fifth
when they opened the inning with a
single and a walk.

Sova started on the mound for the
Scots and allowed one earned run In
4.2 innings. He struck out one and gave
up three hits. Roszkowski gave up one
earned run in the final 2.1 innings. HE
struck out two and gave up three hits.
Neither guy walked a batter.
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mats, Tablecloths, Potholders,
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Stauffer free

Kick finds net

to get Scots win at Jenison

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Jenison packed things in the de-
fensive end, but the Fighting Scots
found one quick answer at the start
of the second half.

The Caledonia varsity girls’
soccer team scored a 1-0 win over
Jenison 1n an OK Green Confer-
ence match on the road Tuesday
to improve to 5-1-1 in conference
play this season.

Emily Stauffer put, what head
coach Taylor Kastens called “a
beautiful free kick™ into the upper
90 of the Wildcat net half a minute
into the second half for the only
goal of the game.

The Fighting Scots outscored the
Wildcats 4-0 1n their first meeting,
prompting the Jenison squad to put

forth a stronger fortification around
its net this time around. The Scots
stillmanaged 12 shots on goal in the
game. We only found the back ofthe
net once out of 12 shots on target.

Ella DeRuyter, the Scots’ senior
keeper, did not face a single shot at
the other end of the field.

That win Tuesday came on the
heels of a 5-0 shut out of visit-
ing Reeths-Puffer last Thursday,
May 1.

Caledonia was set to return to
conference action at home against
Muskegon Thursday, May 8, and
concludes the conference season
with a couple of tough match-ups
against Byron Center in Caeldonia
Tuesday, May 13, and at Mona
Shores Thursday, May 15.

616-891-0150
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Trojan soccer improves Gold

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

T'he Thornapple Kellogg varsity
girls’ soccer team bounced back from
an April 30 draw against West Catholic
in OK Gold Conference play to take
lopsided wins over Wayland and Wyo-
ming this week.

T'he Trojans improved to 2-0 against
both the Wildcats and Wolves with the
wins and are now 7-0-2 in the confer-
ence this spring, trailing only the 8-0-1
South Christian girls who they will face
at South Christian High School May 19
in the regular season finale.

Tealy Cross had two goals in the win
over visiting Wayland Monday. Madi-
lyn Chivis, Alexa Eden and Brooklyn

record with two shutout wins

Nichols each scored once.

“We played really well in the game,
we possessed and controlled the game
well,” Thornapple Kellogg head coach
David Wood said. “The team has really
started to kick into gear after a time with
some players out with injuries. I am
very happy with how things have been
going, we are ready to keep pushing to
the end of the conference season and
into districts.”

The two shutouts push the Trojan
total to six on the season.

T'he TK ladies return to conference
play Monday at home against North-
view and then will face the Union girls
in Grand Rapids Wednesday.

TK 1s now 9-2-2 overall this season.

Scots win jamboree
at Lincoln Golf Club

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Caledonia varsity boys’ golf
team won the OK Green Conference
jamboree hosted by Reeths-Puffer at
Lincoln Golf Club Tuesday.

The Fighting Scots beat out Byron
Center by one stroke, 158-159, at the
top of the standings.

Scot junior Camden Quigley led his
team with a one-over-37 to finish sec-
ond individually. The Scots also got a
39 from senior Parker Little, a 40 from
senior Mason Kernand a42 from senior
Sam Miersen.

Mona Shores wasright behind the top
two teams with a 160 ahead of Reeths-
Pufter 164 and Jenison 167.

Byron Center junior Cassius Bont
shot an even-par-36 to finish as the
day’s top scorer.

CALEDONIA

Continued from Page 9

the match with Hudsonville it dropped
back on April 29, and they let it get
away. It 1s the only conference defeat
of the season so far for the Scots. They
were looking to clinch a share of the
conference title with the Eagles, who
dropped a conference contest with
Mona Shores, with a win in their con-
ference finale Friday against Zeeland
East. The Scots also had plans to host
their military appreciation event that
evening.

“We’re going to use that as fuel to
get us through playofts and get us that
regional championship. April was good
month for us ... we’re getting towards
playoffs now and starting to play re-
ally good. Just gotta get some guys
healthy,” Herron said.

The Scots have their first playoff op-
ponent set. They’ll host Lowell in an
MHSAA Division 2 Regional opener
in the coming weeks. The Scots and
Red Arrows also face off 1in a regular
season game in Lowell today, May 10.
Mattawan comes to Caledonia for the
regular season finale Monday, May 12.

There 1s still time to make tweaks
and improvements.

“Definitely spent a lot of time work-
ing on the clear and the ride. Definitely
have spent a lot of time working on our
face-offs, which have gotten a lot bet-
ter,” Herron said. “just fine tuning the
little details so that way when we get
to the playoffs we can play a full four
quarters. That is what we have been
putting a lot of emphasis on the past
few weeks, putting together a full four
quarters, because when you get to the
playoffs anybody can beat you.”
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Brett Bremer
oports editor
| he '3‘1“H"1;t["[‘!|: Kc.:Hu:;__f varsity

hoy olf team shot its wayv to fourth

at the Hastings Invitational hosted by
the Saxons at 1 he Leg ICY al Hastings
Friday, May 2

"n_-[".f'ww'llnft_‘ rarker “.”'II*.__‘}. led the
| rojan team while fimishing 1n a tie for

venth individually

Hasting

eight 1ron with a hittle draw from the

unior Daniel Jensen hit an
tee box up the hill on the par-3 number
| 8 to help him close his round with a
rare birdie on that hole.

‘Apparently 1t hit near the hole and
| had ten feet left for birdie,” Jensen
aird. * I'hat felt nice, especially after a
double on 15. It felt nice.”

Jensen was one over through his first
| 2 holes Friday before that double bo-
gie on number 15, one of the toughest
holes on the course, but he bounced
back with a birdie on the short, par-3
number 17 and then another on that
par-3 18. He said despite playing a
lot of rounds at The Legacy, he can't

K senior Owen Corner fires a tee
shot on number ten during the
Hastings Invitational at The Legacy
Friday, May 2.
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Trojans finish middle of the
pack at Hastings Invitational

remember the last time he birdied I8
and 1t certainly 1sn’'t something he has
done often
birdie 18 Friday.

Jensen closed his round with a two-

He was the only one to

over-/4 to win the day’'s individual
championship at the nine-team tour-
nament.

lonia won the day’s team champi-
onship with an overall score of 324
Hastings was second at 350 ahead of
Lakewood 353. H‘Hrl‘lmpplu I\L'HH_:_!*.'
358, Battle Creek Lakeview 367, Low-
ell 367, Pennheld 385, Potter’s House
Chrnistian 392 and Lowell *B’ 404,

“It's okay, Jensen said of a 74. “|
could have played better, but [ am
happy with that.

*“1 could have putted a lot better. |
left some birdies out there,” he added.

lonia and Lakewood are Capital Area
Activities Conference White Division
rivals. Lakewood head coach Jason
Solgat said his team has gotten used
to fimishing in third place this season
after placing there at a couple recent
tournaments and conference jambo-
rees. He hasn’t seen lonia shoot as well
previously as the Bulldogs did Friday.

“Another thing here, three strokes
out of second or so, and | know a kid
that started with a quad and | know a
Kid that started with a double bogie,”
Solgat said. “After three holes of golf,
we were +12 already. | 'd rather see that
mid-round or not at all. We’ve got to
learn just to come out of the gates ..
when we start playing to our potential
we re ;__min;;_ to be _f._'jnl}(_i."

lonia had four guys among the top
seven scorers led by freshmen Bryce
Schmid and Carson Schmid. Bryce
shot a 76 to finish second individually
behind Jensen. Carson shot a 78.

LLakewood was led by senior Cole
hrun who was third individually
with a 77. Solgat said strong putting
and improved tempo up and down the
fairways helped Thrun put together a
good score.

Lakewood sophomore Bryson
Boucher shot an 87 to finish in a tie
for seventh with Dahley and lonia
junior Cole Petersen. The tournament
champs from lonia also had junior
Adam Kramer in fifth place with an 83.

Hastings freshman Andrew Barton

— -— - - = - e

Thornapple Kellogg sophomore
Farker Dahley rolls a putt towards
the hole on the number nine qgreen
during the Hastings Invitational atf
The Legacy Friday, May 2. Photos by
Brett Bremer

finished 1n a tie for tenth overall with
an 89. The Saxons also got a Q2 from

jumor Bronson Elhott and a 95 from

senior Hunter Pennington.

lLakewood's top four was filled out
by a 93 from semor Kenny Dutkie-
wicz and a 96 from sophomore Vance
() Mara.

Thormapple Kellogg got a 90 from
senior Owen Corner, a 90 from senior
Kylan Pratt and a 91 from senior Ryan
Skidmore.

I'K was back 1n action
hosting a dual with Hopkins at Yankee
Springs Golf Course. The Trojans took
the win by the score of 180-189.

Sophomore Easton Sytsma led the
TK team with a 42. Senmior Tyler Voss

luesday

scored a 44, Comer a 46 and senior

Blake Hardy shot a 48.
Hopkins senior Luke Dame had the
day’s top score, a 41.

Live Public
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Saturday May 17th 10 am
Ihe Estate of Dale ‘Red’ Schraede
216 Grant St. Hopkins, Michigan

Real Estate " Truck * Tools *
Household * MORE

JOIin us for a nice country auction

N Hopkins. Red was a handyman

and auction enthusiast, many

usable items including lools, Power
equipment, Shop equipment, Furniture,
Collectibles, Household and more

I'he real estate will be offered at
approximately 11am. A 1 bedroom
nome on a quiet street on the outskirts
of Hopkins featuring outbuldings and
an attached garage.

See our website for
photos and information
www.VKauctions.com
(616) 437-1047
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CHS track teams fmlsh on top
at three-team EGR Classic

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Caledonia varsity boys’ and
girls’ track and field teams beat out the
Pioneers and Grand Rapids Christian
Fagles to win titles Saturday at the
t.ast Grand Rapids Classic.

The Caledonia boys won with an
overall score of 186 points ahead
of Grand Rapids Christian 128 and
EGR 105. The CHS girls had 160
total points ahead of Christian 136
and EGR 108.

In a meet with a handful of different
events among the 16 competed, Cale-
donia junior Eli Velting set a Caledo-
nia school record in the 600-meter run
with atime of 1 minute 24.49 seconds,
beating out his nearest competitor by
more than two and a half seconds.

The Caledonia boys also had vic-
tories from Bennett Snapper in the
1600-meter run, Jonas Howell in
the 110-meter high hurdles and the
300-meter intermediate hurdles, in
three relays and in four field events.

Liam Moore and Cody Meyers
teamed to win the discus relay for
the Scots. Andrew Tava and Parker
Lipsman won the high jump relay.
Ben Moss and DJ Potgeter won the
pole vault relay. The long jump relay
win went to Kaleb Huyser and Colton
Heyboer.

Meyers, Moore and shot put per-

GO ONLINE TO
SUNANDNEWS.COM

formers lan DeHaan and Peter Paarl-
berg won the 4x100-meter throwers
relay for the Scots. The CHS team
also had Potgeter, Howell, Velting and
Josh Maier win the 4x400-meter relay
and the team of Aidan Edgar, Snapper,
Mason Morrell and Thompson win the
4x3200-meter relay.

The CHS girls had two field event
wins. Jolie King and Mackenzie
Krentz took the discus relay, and King
teamed with Zuzanna Poradzka to win
the long jump relay.

Olivia Hawkins won the 100-meter
hurdles and the 300-meter low hurdles
for the Scots, and teamed with Maya
lerryn, Brynn Ward and Isla Sheely
to win the 4x400-meter relay. The
Caledonia girls also had the team
of Isabelle Horning, Addison Cook.
Abigail Tava and Evie Huttenga win
the sprint medley relay.

The CHS teams were set to go to
Jenison Friday, May 9, for the OK
Green Conference Championships.

LLast Friday, May 1, a handful of
Scot two-milers competed in the
Shepherd Blue Jay Invite. Senior
Kort Thompson, Johnston and senior
Hannah Dupuis all ran their fastest
3200-meterraces ever, and Thompson
and Johnson turned in the second and
third fastest times ever for Caledonia
guys in the race. Thompson was 18th
overall with a time of 9 minutes 28.66
seconds and Johnston clocked in at
9:29.98 1n 21st place.

Dupuis placed 28th in the girls’ race
with a time of 11:23.29.
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e Attend networking events.

“THE MOSTTRUSTED
Vi EWews;aa;mx Group £ _

emall wsmith@mihomepaper.com
810-452-2622

B [ri-County Times
m Daily News

m Tri-County Citizen
B Oxford Leader

B Lake Orion Review
®m Clarkston News

B The Citizen

¢ LOCAL TRUSTED ROOFING COMPANY WITH 115+ YEARS
IN THE BUSINESS

e 10 YEAR SERVICE GUARANTEE ON ALL WORKMANSHIP
¢ WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE COMPANYS
* FRIENDLY, HONEST & EXPERIENCED TEAM
« WIDE RANGE OF ROOFING / EXTERIOR OPTIONS
o FULLY LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED
« A+ RATING WITH BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
m I he Lowell Ledger

B The Hastings Banner I . L R gk *P ¥

m Buyer’s Guide & News B [T T ‘ W 6 FOR YOUR FREE

B Ad-Visor & Chronicle A - L ~Y ‘! st | | |
INSPECTION
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The County Press
Lapeer Area View
Genesee County View
Huron County View
Sanilac County News
Your Buyer's Guide
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: _ m The Sun and News b e e SR S e oy e
Jeffersonian . | |

B 1 he Reminder

s f -
R, i e N i e W ey e, B Y W g

e g ey 4w, W W el T ] W i v e S -
- - - S . ; -

—
]

BN

o By g, By pw S Ve s p— ) B—— . e A e W
C e — .
R L . e e &

L] P
-

. Fw Ry
- o v

-


http://www.sunandnewsxom
SUNANDNEWS.COM
mailto:wsmith@mihomepaper.com
SHERRIFFGOSLIN.COM/BATTLECREEK

	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\002_R.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\003_L.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\004_R.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\005_L.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\006_R.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\007_L.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\008_R.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\009_L.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\010_R.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\011_L.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\012_R.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\013_L.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\014_R.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\015_L.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\016_R.JPG‎
	‎D:\The Sun and News 2025\May 10, 2025\017_L.JPG‎

