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Dozens of Middleville
homeowners forced
to pay water, sewer
bills they did not
accrue

Jayson Bussa
Contributing Writer

Unpaid water and sewer bills
for addresses in the Village of
Middleville will be tacked on to each
respective property owner’s 2025
taxes 1n an effort to make the vil-
lage’s fund whole.

This means that property owners are
left to pay the balance on unpaid util-
ity bills that were left behind for them
by the previous owner.

This was the conclusion that the
village council arrived at during
Tuesday evening’s regularly sched-
uled meeting, where it addressed the
issue that has smoldered since last
month. The discussion turned heated
as Village President Kevin Smith
railed against the idea that property
owners would be stuck paying a bill
that wasn’t theirs.

“I’ll be honest, if I was on the
receiving end of this, I would not...”
Smith trailed off, shaking his head.
“There’s just no way.”

The conundrum the village finds
itself in lies in unpaid water and
sewer bills that date back to 2022,
which means the funds for these
systems are short. There are $588.01
in unpaid utility bills from 2022,
$5.019.16 from 2023 and $677.75
from 2024.

Most of the unpaid balances are
below $200, but a few are above,
including one property that has a bal-
ance of $979.35.

In many cases, a bill

e was not 1ssued to the

WiNOIsH  property owner before

T they moved, therefore,

BO0# o when the bill arrived.
See BILLS on 4

IW '9|IAUSSI5E)

aivd
IOVLSOd ‘SN

adlsS 15Sud

Continental Properties development director Jordan Teichen describes modifications in the latest proposal for
an apartment project to be built in Dutton. Photo by James Gemmell

Developer gains momentum in pitch to
build apartments in Gaines Twp.

James Gemmell
Contributing Writer

Continental Properties has moved
another step closer to receiving
approval for 14 new two-story
apartment buildings in Dutton.

The Gaines Township Planning
Commission voted 6-0 at its
March 27 meeting to approve a
revised preliminary Planned Unit
Development, or PUD, site plan
in the 6300 block of Hanna Lake
Avenue, adjacent to M-6. One com-
missioner was absent.

A final site plan must be approved
by the commission and the town-
ship board before the project can
begin, with public hearings also

held before any final decisions are
made.

The property, which is currently
farmland, is owned by Vernon
and Linda Verduin. Vern told the
Planning Commission previously
that he would like to sell the prop-
erty to Continental.

“We’ve been working closely
with the family,” said Continental
Properties development director
Jordan Teichen. “And it’s important
for them, as well, to continue their
(century-long) legacy with their
farming operation.”

The development would be built
on a 24-acre section of a nearly
40-acre property on the 6300 block

of Hanna Lake Avenue. Each of the
14 buildings — one less than origi-
nally proposed — would contain 24
apartment units.

The updated plan includes
improved amenities, a revised
architectural plan for a clubhouse
and more access to preserved open
spaces. The proposal also calls for a
five-acre public park with dedicated
parking along Hanna Lake Avenue
and an integrated walking path to
enhance connectivity to sidewalks
between M-6 and 68th Street.

“There 1s a multi-use path adja-
cent to the drain crossing, as well
as an extensive sidewalk network

See DEVELOPER on 5
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Revamped village sign set in Mlddlewlle
council tweaks message policy

capabillities, such as displaying colors and animation. Photo by Jayson Bussa
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Jayson Bussa
Contributing Writer

The Village of Middleville’s sign on
the corner of West Main Street and M-37
flashed a colorful graphic this week about
the upcoming spring season.

T'his was something not possible a few
months before as the sign previously
could not be updated by city officials
nor could it feature animation or other
similar features.

The sign was recently overhauled with
new panels and internal components
installed, allowing city officials to now
update it remotely. They plan to utilize it
a lot more to feature information that is
Important to community members.

“The design panels are in. Take a look at

www.sunandnews.com

those when you drive by —they look really
cool,’ Vl]]ag_e Manager( raig Sto]s(mburs_
told the village council on Tuesday nn_,ht
durms, its regularly scheduled meeting.
“Now, we can update it from hua.
We don’t have to go out in the wind or
rain or whatever to update the sign,” he
added, noting that the radio system on
the previous sign had failed, so it could
not be updated remotely.
Becausethenew signhasbeen installed.
the village council looked over the vil-
lage’s LED sign message policy, which
lays out guidelines on what sort of infor-
mation would be appropriate for the sign.

Officials have not looked over or
tweaked the sign message policy since

See MIDDLEVILLE on 18

Village receives donation to help
breathe new life into Calvin Hill Park

Jayson Bussa
Contributing Writer
A donation to the Village of Mid-
dleville will go toward helping
revamp a local park that is in fairly
desperate need of some TLC.
OnTuesday evening, during itsreg-
ularly scheduled meeting, the village
council heard from Village Manager
Craig Stolsonburg about a recently
received pledge from Drs. Craig and
Deborah Mulligan for $15,000to help
upgrade the playground equipment at
Calvin G. Hill Memorial Park.
Thedonation wasbeingmade inhon-
or of Dr. Craig Mulligan’s late father.
The park, located at 127-199 Ellis
Street in Middleville, currently features
a variety of outdated and potentially
unsafe pieces of equipment, which
need to be removed and/or replaced.
It also features a basketball court and

See DONATION on 4
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Calvin G. Hill Memorial Park
in Middleville will be on the
recelving end of an overhaul over
the next coming years, replacing
the old and outdated equipment
that i1s still installed there. Photo
by Jayson Bussa
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Cal voters to consider non-homestead
millage renewal on May ballot

Molly Macleod
Editor

Voters in the Caledonia Community
Schools district will decide next month
whether to renew 1ts non-homestead
operating millage. The millage re-
newal, if approved by voters, will levy
| 8 mills on non-homestead properties
over the next five years — meaning
primary residences and some qualify-
ing agricultural properties are exempt
from the tax.

Additionally, voters are being asked
to approve an extra half-mill “cushion”
to be used in the event of Headlee
rollbacks chipping away at the non-
homestead millage in the coming years.

Caledonia Superintendent Dirk
Weeldreyer said the non-homestead
millage 1s critical for funding the
district’s core needs — staffing and
operation.

“Our budget 1s like 87, 88 percent
people,” Weeldreyer said. “So, when
your budget’s 87 percent people, and
you still have to always have lights,
and you have to have heat, what do you

cut? This is the question people ask,
and I don’t know where you’d begin.
How could you cut? You’d be cutting
20 percent of your staff.”

Failing to pass the non-homestead
millage renewal could negatively
impact property values in the district,
he added.

Schools receive money from a vari-
ety of different sources. Many of the
funds districts receive from state and
federal sources are inflexible in where
they can be spent. Weeldreyer pointed
to the district’s food service fund,
which is a separate account that can
only be used for food service purchases.
The non-homestead millage supplies
much of the district’s general fund.

“Where this money, where this
non-homestead operating millage i1s
going is the general fund. That pays
our salaries, that pays our heat, our
light, the busses, the fuel, all that kind
of stuff. Everything that you think of,
more or less, is in that (general) fund,”
Weeldreyer said.

[f voters renew Caledonia’s non-

Duncan Lake Middle School has
been nationally recognized by Solution
Treeasa‘“Model Professional Learning
Community at Work™ for its sustained
success 1n raising student achievement
through a collaborative, results-driven
culture of continuous improvement,
according to a recent announcement
by school officials.

Duncan Lake is reportedly one of
only five schools 1n the entire state of
Michigan to receive the designation.

According to the announcement, the
recognition reflects years of focused
work by staft to implement the PL.C pro-
cess —an approach centered on the beliet
thatthe mosteftective pathto student suc-
cess i1s through ongoing, job-embedded
learning for educators. That includes a
focus on learning, a culture of collabora-
tion and a commitment to results.

“We are honored to be recognized
as a model PLC school,” said Jaym
Abraham, principal at Duncan Lake.
“This achievement reflects the inten-
tional work of our entire staff and their

Duncan Lake Middle School
receilves national honor

unwavering dedication to doing what’s
best for students. It reaffirms that when
we focus on learning, and support one
another as professionals, great things
happen for kids.”

Schools arerecognized based on strict
criteria, including demonstration of a
commitment to PLC concepts, imple-
mentation of the concepts for at least
three years and clear evidence of 1m-
proved student learning over that period.

According tothe Champions of PLL.C at
Work, educators 1n the schools and dis-
tricts selected forrecognition have shown
“asustained commitmentto helpingall of
their students achieve athigh levels. They
have been willing to alter the structure
and culture of the organization to reflect
their commitment. We applaud them and
congratulate them for achieving this very
significantmilestone onthe never-ending
PLC journey.”

Asaresult ofreceivingtherecognition,
Duncan Lake Middle School will be
featured onallthingsPLC.info, a Solution
Tree resource hub for educators. — DM
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homestead operating millage, the
district can continue to levy the full
18 mills on non-homestead property
owners — meaning it will receive its
full per-pupil foundational allowance
based on full-time equivalent students
(FTE) 1n the district. Should the mill-
age fail to pass and expire at the end of
this year, Weeldreyer said CCS will not
receilve 1ts full foundational allowance
from the state, putting critical programs
and services at risk.

This year, CCS received roughly $48
million through state foundational al-
lowance funding. That makes up over
two-thirds of Caledonia’s $70.7 million
in revenue for the 2024-25 school year.

One common question asked by
voters is how bonds differ from a
non-homestead millage. Weeldreyer
said the non-homestead millage funds
critical operations bond money cannot.

“This (the non-homestead millage)
i1s for operating, which is totally difter-
ent than bonds,” Weeldreyer told 7The
Sun and News. “We are not allowed to
mix that money — that’s why it’s all
tracked separately. We cannot, with
bond money, we can’t pay anything op-
erational. It’s only for building stuff.”

State law mandates districts can-
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not levy more than 18 mills on their
residents through a non-homestead
operating millage. CCS is asking voters
to approve an extra half-mill “cushion™
next month in addition to renewing
the non-homestead millage’s Headlee-
reduced millage rate, just under 138
mills. Weeldreyer explained that even
with the cushion, the district can only
levy 18 mills — no more.

The extra half-mill would only come
into play in the event of a Headlee roll-
back, when millage rates are reduced
when property values increase faster
than the rate of inflation. Weeldreyer
said the extra cushion allows the district
to continue collecting its full founda-
tion allowance from the state without
having to go back to the voters for a
“reset” of the millage at 18 muills.

CCS’s current non-homestead miull-
age, voted on in 2019, has been affected
by Headlee rollbacks six out of the last
seven years. Voters approved a 1.8-mill
cushion when approving the 2019 non-
homestead millage. Weeldreyer said that
extra amount is projected to run out in the
next five years, if not sooner. More than
half has been used already.

“You can never collect more than 18

See MILLAGE on 6
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#% Caledonia
"j -~ American Legion

ib #305
+Q>' Fundraiser

‘GOOD FRIDAY
FISH FRY

Friday, April 18" 2025
5-7pm or until gone

ALL YOU CAN EAT
$14.00 Adults
$8.00 Children 12 and under

OPEN TO PUBLIC - ALL ARE WELCOME!
DINNER INCLUDES

Breaded and Beer Battered Fresh
Pollock Filets served with Tartar
Sauce, French Fries, Coleslaw and

Homemade Bread & Butter.
Dessert: Soft Serve Ice Cream.

No other Food Menu Available. For those
who do not want fish dinner, outside food

may be brought in.

ALL PROCEEDS GOES TO

West Michigan Veterans
Assistance Program

9548 Cherry Valley, Caledonia
CALL 616.891.1882 for more info
caledoniaamericanlegionpost305.weebly.com
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BILLS

Continued from Page 1

they were no longer at that loca-
tion and the unpaid bill was never
addressed during the property trans-
action process, leaving it unpaid.

The village, by law, has to collect the
unpaid sums, so the current property
owners are left on the hook for it, as
they will be added to the 2025 tax roll.

During a March 25 meeting, the
council asked staff to apply this ordi-
nance to only non-owner-occupied
properties and attempt to collect the
balance through a collection agency
or some other method. Village
Manager Craig Stolsonburg spoke
with the village’s attorney to learn
that the method was not legal. The
attorney pointed to an ordinance that
spelled out how the village should
address this situation.

T'he ordinance states: “The water/
sewer rates and charges shall be
a lien on the respective premises
served by the system. Whenever
water/sewer rates and charges shall
be unpaid for six months or more,
they shall be considered delinquent

THE SUN AND NEWS

to the tax assessing (}fﬁu,r ofthe wl-
lage, who shall enter the delinquent
sewer rates and charges, interest

and penalties, together with an addi-
tional penalty equal to 15 percent of
the total, upon the next tax roll as a
charge against the premises affected
and such charge shall be collected
and the lien thereof enforced in same
manner as ad valorem property taxes
levied against such premises.”

By the attorney’s summation,
the village’s hands were tied, and
Irustee Robert Bishop echoed that
on l'uesday.

“There are laws that restrict all this
so there 1s no point in even discuss-
ing this because the decision was
made above our pay grade and has
to change probably at the national
level,” Bishop said. “So, discussing
it here is just a waste of time.”

The council wondered how a prop-
erty owner might be able to pursue
reimbursement from the previous
owner who accrued the expenses.
Bishop said they could pursue small
claims court.

“It does cost money to do all this
stuft, but that’s the legal system,”

616-891-0150

BUSINESS HOURS:
Monday - Friday: 8 A.M. to 5 P.M.

»
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BODY SHOP

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIR

110 Johnson Street SE

Caledonia, Ml 49316

Your trusted Body Shop for over 32 years

Blshop said. “Yeah it suaks but
that’s what we got. I don’t get why
we’re having a discussion about
something we can’t change.”

“Because | don’t understand it and
when | don’t understand something,
I’'m entitled to be able to understand
it,” Smith said. “I appreciate your
input thus far, though, and it has
been very useful. ...I’'m about to
cast a vote on whether someone is
charged $975 on their taxes that they
weren't expecting this year. [ owe it
to them to be able to have that con-
versation. Hopefully, that’s clear.”

“Was 1t not clear what the lawyer
said?” Bishop asked.

“It doesn’t matter, because that’s
an opinion,” Smith continued. “There
are options and I want to make sure
we’re exhausting them at this table
with what we control. If we can con-
trol it, I would much rather it be in
our hands than the hands of a lawyer.
Because at some point, all of us will
be asked this question, ‘Why did I
get $975 tacked on to my taxes?’ My
answer 1sn’t going to be ‘It’s the sys-
tem, I'm sorry, 1t sucks.’”

At the end of the meeting, Smith
apologized to Bishop for the tense
exchange and explained he was frus-
trated at the situation.

Holding his nose, Smith voted
to approve the measure along
with trustees Richard Hamilton,
John Osterbaan and Bishop. Tracy
Gillhespy voted no and two board
members were absent.

Stolsonburg said that the village
would look to take proactive mea-
sures to avoid such situations in the
future, such as providing a property
owner with an estimate of their
final bill and escrowing the funds to
ensure the bill is paid.

Your local agent insures your

IRetisrement

Ask about our annuities and IRAs

A FARM BUREAU
. INSURANCE’

@A il ),

Jason Parks (269) 795-8827

121 E Main StrEEt iparks,@fbinsmi_cﬂm
Downtown Middleville FarmBureaulnsurance.com
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an updated play structure for children.

Along with the donation, some siz-
able funds are available to start over-
hauling the park. The village council
had previously approved $100.000 in
the contractual line item for parks and
recreation. This same line item has
been included in previous budgets and
has never been expended.

Village staff also plans to apply for
acountry grantofupto $15,000 along
with any other grant opportunities that
might be available.

Village officials drafted a master
plan for the park in 2022, envisioning
a completely overhauled space that
potentially would include a splash pad.
Councilmembers wanted tomake sure
thatthe donation helped them to further
the plan that was already in place.

“1 would encourage this board to be
very thoughtful of what goes in there
because we have a lot of Opponunm
for that park to do a lot of cool things,”
Village President Kevin Smith said.
“I think that, in the past, we’ve made
some moves at Calvin Hill Park that
probably—we could have done better.”

“50, as long as we’re paying really
close attention to it, we have some
really large projects coming up and
I want to be very thoughtful of it,”
Smith added. “All of them require our
attention and commitment. [ would
like to see Calvin Hill be something
very, very special. My only concemn
1s that we’re adding another project
on top of a very large list.”

The council and Stolsonburg
agreed that a good starting point
would be to remove the equipment
that 1s potentially dangerous.

“] think 1t’s something we can pick
away at,” Stolsonburg said. “Every oth-
er year do another piece somewhere.”
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throughout the (proposed) commu-
nity,” Teichen said.

A boulevard would be extended
down to Hanna Lake Avenue to
provide a more welcoming entrance
to the development. A F('Hmd'-lhﬂll[
would be added to the east side of the
property, under the revised site plan.

*“] appreciate the boulevard,”
Planning Commissioner Ryan
Wiersema said. Il appreciate the
roundabout concept.

“I really appreciate those aspects.

Classifieds

DUMPSTER RENTAL SNOW-
PLOWING, Lot Clearingd, Forest-
ry, Mulching, Brush Hog, Mowing
Dumpster-Solutions.com
(616)283-9712

CEMENT/CONCRETE

JNR BUILDERS Concrete flat-
work; Driveways, patios, porches
& steps. Stamped and colored,
Licensed and insured. Call Jeff
(616)293-7729

CONSTRUCTION: POLE BARNS,
Siding, Decks, Roofing, etc.
Licensed, 30 Years. Tom Beard
(269)838-5937

BUYING WALNUT, HARD maple,
and white oak trees. Will buy sin-
gle walnut trees. Free Estimates.
Fully Insured. Fetterly Logging
269-818-7793.

EXPIERIENCED GARDNER 3to 4
days a week with flexible schedule.

Please apply in person at Saska-
toon Golf Club 9038 92nd St., Alto.

COMMERCIAL-RENT

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT:
7884 Eastern Ave, Suite A,B Grand
Rapids. $20.00 ANNUAL /SF 2205
sqgft available. RE/Max of Grand
Rapids Margaret Peric (616)204-
9792 margoperic @ remax.net
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| appreciate the park,” he added, “l
think that’s a good 1dea.™

The parcel is zoned Residential-4
(mobile home) and Residential-10,
and would be rezoned to a PUD
designation to allow more flexibil-
ity with the layout. The township s
Future Land Use Map designates it as
Multi-Family Residential.

The updated PUD 1s the third
iteration of the site plan, as the
Menominee Falls, Wisconsin-based
developer continues to tweak 1t to
meet township approval.

Besides the apartment buildings,
the site would feature the clubhouse,
a leasing office, a ._.4 7 fitness center,
a resorti-st a sundeck,
community garden, pet playground,
car and dog wash station, a pergola
and fire pit.

To address commissioners’ con-
cerns about the township’s ability to
maintain the proposed park, Teichen
sald Continental plans to present a
proposal to the township board at 1ts
April 14 meeting, which will start at
6 p.m. at the township hall.

Another concern expressed by
Planning Commission members 1n
January was related to the Authentix-
style housing brand Continental had
originally proposed, stating they
wanted a higher-end product than
the “attainable housing™ concept.
That led to Continental coming up
with other proposed improvements,
including varied building styles, floor
nlam and color schemes.

“We are introducing the disc golf
course,” Teichen said. “On the most
current site plan, we are showing a
walking path through the open space
on the east side of the property.™

As for the architectural enhance-
ments to the clubhouse, he said there
would be upgraded exterior materials
for a high-quality finish and more
visually pleasing facades to improve
the streetscape.

“The color scheme of this building
will align with our residential build-
ing color scheme
would be including masonry around
that front entrance. So, this 1s a sig-

nificant departure from what we were

showing previously.

“But we heard your comments on
It (needing to be) in line with the
architectural aesthetic of the rest of
our buildings,” he added. “We feel

that this 1s more 1n line with the other
're proposing, archi-

structures that we
tecturally.”

» Teichen said. “We
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A preliminary site plan for a development Continental Properties 1S proposing
to build on Hanna Lake Avenue, immediately south of M-6. Source: gainestownship.org

she was pleased with the progress the
developer has made 1n revising the
site plan.

*1 think we’'ve come a long way
with this project,” added Connie
Giarmo, Planning Commission chair-
woman.

Previously, Teichen stated the
studio apartments would rent for
$1,300 per month, one-bedroom units
would cost $1,450, two-bedroom
units $1,775 and three-bedroom units
would cost $2,050 per month.

Commissioner alimma Billips said
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lhe Kent County Health Depart
ment, in partnership with the Michigan
Department of Health and Human
services, recently confirmed a case of
measles in a Kent County resident

L his diagnosis 1s the county’s first
confirmed measles case since 2013 and
Viichigan's

“Measles 1s a highly contagious dis-
case that continues to circulate both in
the U.S. and globally,” said Dr. Adam
London, KCHD health officer. “This
case 18 a reminder of how quickly
measles can spread and the importance
Ol vaccmation. We urge residents to

check their immunization status and to

wcond case of the Vel

April 18 “Child Abuse Prevention
Month.™

And, child abuse prevention is a
complex eflort that requires support,
education, and positive measures to
strengthen families, according to a state-
ment released by the Family Support
Center of Barry County.

“One of the most critical protective

WEDDING
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gel vaccinated, espex lally il planning t
lravel II’IH'HIJHIIPfl;i”} Oor into areas with
outbreaks.’

| he infected aduls recently traveled
abroad before retuming tothe 1 S and

30 115 - }l__','il.'tj "y

traveling between Michigan and New
Jersey. Individuals who were present at
the following locations on the specihed
dates and times may have been exposed
1O measles

Measles spreads easily through the
air when an infected person breathes.
coughs, or sneezes. It can stay in the air
lor up to two hours after an infected per-
son leaves, continuing to infect others

symptoms typically begin 7-14 days

factors in preventing child abuse is
parental resilience — a parent’s ability
lo manage stress, overcome adversity
and adapt to challenges while maintain-
ing a stable and nurturing environment
or their children” said Bill Mattson,
FSCBC's executive director.

Raising children comes with inevi-
table pressures, from financial struggles

Scan our OR code
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Parental resilience: A protective factor in preventing child abuse

and job demands to personal hardships
and emotional strain. Without the ability
10 cope ellectively, stress can escalate
into frustration, which increases the risk
of harsh parenting and, in extreme cases.
abusive behaviors. Parental resilience
acts as a bufier, helping caregivers navi-
gate difhiculties in a way that promotes
positive interactions with their children
rather than negative ones.

According to the FSCBC statement,
resilient parents are better equipped to
handle setbacks, seek support when
needed, and model healthy coping
mechanisms for their children. That, in
turn, fosters a more secure and nurtur-
ing home environment where children
feel safe, valued and loved.

Research has shown that parents with
strong resilience are more likely to use
positive discipline strategies, commu-
nicate effectively and maintain emo-
tional stability, all of which contribute
to healthier child development.

Building parental resilience requires
access to resources, community support
and opportunifies to develop problem-
solving skills, the release stated.

Parenting programs, mental health
services, peer support groups and stress
management tools can all play a role
In strengthening a caregiver’s ability
to cope with challenges. By investing
in parental resilience, society helps
to break cycles of abuse and neglect,
ensuring that children grow up in envi-
ronments where they can thrive.

As communities come together to pro-
mote child abuse prevention, prioritizing
parental resilience 1s essential. Encour-
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- MILLAGE

L

mills. Your bill will never Show
anything more than that. And. n
order to get our full amount, we
; I'I;i\t.‘ 10O have |8 or we 0S¢ Lhe
full (foundational allowance). We
lose 1t 1 lht.’} vOle Nno, or we los
those little pieces that come off of
| 1t—and 1t’s not new in that sense.
| Weeldreyer said.
| Voters have several opportuni
| hiesto ask questions and learn more
about the non-homestead millage
| renewal 1in the coming weeks. On
luesday, April 22 and Tuesday
April 29, Weeldreyer and district
stafl will host a “"Community Con
versation from 6 to 7 p.m. at the
new Caledoma Resource Center.
- 9757 Kraft Ave,
| More mformation on the non-
- homestead millage renewal canalso
| be found at the district’s website,
calschools.org/non-homestead.
| Election Day is Tuesday, May 6
| Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8
|I a.m. that day.
|

aging parents to seek help when needed.
providing support systems, and reducing
the stigma around parental struggles
can create a more compassionate and
understanding society — one that safe-
guards the well-being of children and
their families for generations to come.
For more information on factors that
protect children from child abuse, con-
tactthe Family Support Center by calling
269-945-5439. — DM
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Roster biggest it has ever been for CHS boys’ team

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Caledonia lined up 32 guys to run the
100-meter dash in its season opening
dual with Lowell.

That wasn’t even a third of the team.

Caledonia varsity boys’ track and
field coach Ben Thompson said the
Fighting Scot program 1s the largest it
has been in his 20-plus years of coach-
ing with over 100 boys on the team.

“The overall attitude 1s positive and
hard working,” Thompson said. “It
might take us a bit but we will be suc-
cessful by the end of the year.”

The Caledonia boys were 4-2 1n
duals in their final season 1n the OK
Red Conference last season and ran to

a fourth place finish at their MHSAA

Lower Peninsula Division 1 Regional
and afifth-place finishatthe D1 MITCA
Team State Meet.

All seven guys from that squad either
ograduated are no longer with the team,
but there is some talent back for the
Fighting Scot team.

The returning senior group 1S pow-
ered by sprinter Josh Maier, high jumper
Andrew Tava, distance runners Kort
Thompson, Ethan Buer, Aidan Edgar,
pole vaulter/sprinter DJ Potgeter and
hurdler/sprinter Dalton Ed.

Key returning junior contributors
include Jonas Howell in the hurdles
and sprints, pole vaulter Ben Moss,
throwers Liam Moore and Cody Mey-
ers, middle distance runner El1 Velting,
distance runner Luke Smith, and long

jumpers Colton Heyboer and Austin

Tufts. Sprinter Aaron Collins is one of
the top sophomores back.

Newcomers will be big contributors
too this spring with juniors distance
runners Noah Johnston and Nathan
Johnston top additions along with fresh-
men distance runners Sean Thompson
and Bennett Snapper and freshman
sprinter Robert Restau.

Coach Thompson said all his gradu-
ations from last spring leave a lot of
opportunities for youngsters to step up
and score for the team.

The Scots were bested in their one OK
Green Conference dual prior to spring
break, at Jenison Apnil 1.

They will be back at it in the con-

See TEAM on 13

Noah Johnston Photos by Jayson Bussa

Good experience in balanced CHS tennis line-up

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Caledonia varsity girls’ tennis coach
Mike Wilson called it a “brutal” tryout
season as a lot of girls with similar skill
levels worked to earn spots 1n the varsity
l[ine-up.

One decision wasn’t too tough. Fresh-
man Berkley Nelson earned the first
singles spot and coach Wilson said she 1s

“the first freshman first singles player in

the program since he took over in 1997.
With her at the top and a strong group of

* Digital TV Antennas ¢ Starlink Installs * Towers
* Cellular Enhancement Systems

returners behind her, the Scots are looking
to compete in the OK Green Conference
this spring and maybe improve on their
sixth place finish from regionals a year
ago.

The OK Red Conference was always
brutally tough from top to bottom, and

Jenison makes the move over to the OK -

Green this season with the Fighting Scots.
The Wildcats were a few points better than
the Scots when Jenison hosted its annual
early season invitational this year. They’ll
be tough to contend with in the conference
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and coach Wilson expects Byron Center
to be a solid squad too.

Behind Nelson in the singles line-up,
the Scots bring back junior Audrey Duong
at number two, senior Claire Teunessen
at number three and have sophomore
Gretchen VanderEide up at fourth singles
from her fourth doubles position a year
ago. Teunessen and Duong each bumped
up one spot in the singles line-up from a
year ago.

At the top of the doubles line-up, the

See TENNIS on 18
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CHS girls have a lot of top
point scorers to replace

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

With 82 girls on the roster there are a
lot student-athletes who can step up and
score points for the Caledonia varsity
girls’ track and field team this spring.

The Fighting Scots have a lot of

spaces in their line-up to fill as the team
1s looking to replace eight of its top ten
point scorers from the 2024 season in
which the Scots placed seventh in the
OK Red Conference, seventh at region-
als and eighth at the MITCA Team
State Meet.

Caledonia head coach Ben Howell,
who 1s entering his 21st season as a

coach and teacher at Caledonia and his
seventh leading the high school girls’
track and field program, said one of
the big goals this season is to qualify
for the MITCA Team State Meet again
this season.

Leading the way in working to get
back there is a group of returners that
includes senior distance runner Hannah
Dupuis, senior sprinter Avalynn Klap-
must, senior jumper/hurdler Emmi
Mince, junior jumper/thrower/sprinter
Jolie King, and sophomore sprinters
Olivia Hawkins and Isla Sheely.

Hawkins was one of the top hurdlers
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Olivia Hawkins

in the OK Red Conference a year ago
placing sixth in the 300-meter low
hurdles race at the conference cham-
pionship meet as a freshman. She was
also a regional medalist in both the
300-meter hurdles and the 100-meter
hurdles.

Coach Howell said that his team has
a number of new athletes on the team
this year, freshman through seniors,
that will really be key contributors for
us throughout the season.

He likes his team’s depth overall,
but said it is hard to tell how things
will shake out in the new OK Green
Conference. Byron Center should be
tough. The Bulldogs were third in the

-l-a---—__H._ —

In last season with most of its top per-
formers underclassmen. Mona Shores
had some really fast youngsters too
who helped their team to a third-place
finish 1n the OK Green in 2024.

The CHS girls are already 1-0 in the
conference with a win over the Jenison
girls who made the move from the OK
Red into the OK Green this year.

The Caledonia girls return to con-
ference action Monday at Muskegon,
April 14, and then will head to Hastings
Friday, April 18, for an invitational.
The Scots don’t get to host their an-
nual Soderman Relays this spring
with construction ongoing at Ralph E.

B DI Regional the Scots also competed ... Myers Stadium.
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CHS baseball looks to keep
run of success going

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor
The Caledonia varsity baseball team

got one ballgame 1n before spring
break.

The Scots will have a little bit more
time to tune-up before the beginning
of their first OK Green Conference
season. The Caledomia boys head to
Middleville to face the Trojans on
Wednesday, April 16, and then will host
their own Cal Tournament Saturday,
Apnl 19.

The OK Green Conference season
starts with a doubleheader at Reeths-
Puffer April 22. The format in the OK
Green will be forteams to play a double-
header on a Tuesday and then finish off
three-game conference setson Thursday
at the other school most weeks.

It has been a good run of late for the
Fighting Scots who have won their way
into the MHSAA Division 1 Regional
Finals in each of the past two seasons.

AJ Roszkowski, Trever Walter and
Cam Myers are back this spring after
being a part of both of those extended
postseason runs. Myers 1s back on the
mound after being tabbed to be the guy
to start on the mound 1n the Scots’ re-
gional championship ballgame against
Hudsonville at Central Michigan Uni-
versity last spring.

The Fighting Scot team also brings
back pitcher Aryn Taylor, Ben Kielisze-
wski, center fielder Ethan Sova, Garrett
Johnson, catcher Jackson McNew and
first baseman Talen Verburg from last

year'’s roster.

Cam Myers

..I..I.J..L.lu..l-n

ap—dir ol ek -

Roszkowski 1s taking over the short-
stop spot for the Scots and filled the
lead-off spot in the line-up during the
season opener. Walter got a turm on the
mound in the opener as well, a 5-2 loss
to West Catholic April 1, along with the
starter Taylor and other varsity new-
comers Alex Spinney, Gabe Trudeau

and Ryne Wysocki.
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Caledonia Community Schools
A

WHY CHOOSE CCS?

@ Academic Excellence: Home to two National Blue Ribbon
Schools and a tradition of high achievement, Caledonia

Community Schools offers each student an exceptional
academic foundation.

(v/) Pathways to the Future: With up to 21 Advanced
Placement (AP) offerings, an innovative manufacturing and
engineering program (induding the addition of a middle ._
school engineering elective next fall), Career and Technical at 2 e
Education (CTE) and dual enroliment, students have access - ‘\ -—
to diverse and rigorous opportunities that align with their

Interests and goals. '
@ Award-Winning Programs: Our broad range of co- E N R o L L N ow-

curricular offerings—including academics, fine arts, and
athletics—have a well-deserved reputation of excellence -
induding state-level honors. Students have the opportunity Ready to apply:

like competitive robotics, elite music ensembles, FFA, Mock

to shine inside and outside the dassroom, through activities Complete your application online today. E('E:ﬁ
Trial teams, theater and the visual arts, DECA, the creative Have questions? E

writing team, sports, and much more.

@ Exceptional Educators: Our staff are recognized aaoss
Michigan and the nation for their dedication to student
success, iInnovation in teaching, and commitment to service.

N bk bl APRIL 14 - MAY 16

We're here to help—just give us a call at 616-891-8185.

emergency preparedness, and the continual improvement of
safety and security protocols.

@ Whole Child Focus: A Capturing Kids’ Hearts National
District, Caledonia proudly indudes four National Showcase
Schools, demonstrating our unwavering commitment to
building relationships and supporting students emotionally,

sodally, and academically. [8) caledonia_community_schools €3 /CALSCHOOLS

@ Community Connections: Strong partnerships with local Administration Office | 8948 Kraft Ave SE | Caledonia M| 49316
organizations and businesses provide students with real-

world leaming experiences, mentorships, intemships, and
support that extends far beyond the dassroom walls.

oy
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At Caledonia Community Schools:
People Make the Difference

Crafting Dreams

At Caledonia High School, we believe learning should be as
unique as the students who walk our halls. For junior Andrew
Barnum, that belief took shape—literally—when he decided to
build his own electric guitar. Already a cellist since fourth
grade, Andrew fell in love with string instruments and wanted
to expand his skills by learning guitar. But instead of settling
for an off-the-shelf instrument, he turned to YouTube,
sketched out a design, gathered materials, and built one
himself—from body to neck to electronics.

That first build turned into a
passion. With the encouragement

of industrial technology teacher
Kyle Scholten, Andrew pursued

an independent study where

he handcrafted a custom

guitar for science teacher

Ben Howell, known for playing
music in the middle of chemistry
lessons. It wasn't just about
woodworking—it was about B\
honoring the impact of a teacher =&

and blending creativity with craft. 18 S

Andrew says classes like woodworking taught him real-world
skills like self-discipline, time management, and the freedom to
experiment. Mr. Scholten saw something special in Andrew:
"He had the drive and motivation. He took an idea and turned
it into a reality.”

At Caledonia, students are encouraged to dream big with the
support of teachers who believe in their potential.

b -~ Empathy in Action

¥

Hooked on Community

At Kraft Meadows Intermediate School, leadership can
come from the most unexpected places—like a crochet
hook in the hands of a sixth-grader.

When Olive Roush pitched the idea of starting a crochet
club to STEM teacher Becky Sowerby, no one imagined it
would become the most popular after-school club at Kraft
Meadows Intermediate. But with 30 eager students and
more on a waiting list, it quickly grew into a tight-knit
community.

Olive leads with patience and passion, helping classmates
stitch everything from scarves to stuffed animals. For many
students, the club has become more than a place to create
—it’s where friendships form and confidence grows.

With support from generous community donations, the club
has flourished. As backpacks fill with penguins and
dinosaurs, one thing is clear...the creativity, leadership, and
connection on display are exactly what set Caledonia apart.

In Caledonia, we believe in the power of students to lead,
INspire, and bring people together. And in this cozy
classroom filled with yarn and laughter, that belief is
stitched into every loop and knot.

It'’s stories like this that show how leadership, creativity,
and connection thrive at Caledonia.
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Empathy is more than a word—it's a way of life at Caledonia Community Schools. Mrs.

L 22 Sinclair’s class at Paris Ridge Elementary recently showed just how powerful empathy can
be. When one of their classmates arrived with their very first broken bone, the entire class

B

i. That’s what sets Caledonia apart.

4

it up with smiles and support. Markers came out, well-wishes flowed, and everyone
wanted a tumn to sign the cast.

It might seem like a small gesture, but it meant the world to their classmate. By putting
themselves in their friend’s shoes, these young students demonstrated what it truly means
to care. By putting kindness into action, these students showed the heart of who we are.
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Are you creative?
— NOW HIRING —
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

View Newspaper Group is seeking a full-time
graphic artist for our Greenville location.

— MONDAY THRU FRIDAY = IN OFFICE = NO WEEKENDS —

This role is ideal for individuals who are passionate about

graphic design with a keen eye for quality graphics. L/ \ W
Must have working knowledge of Adobe InDesign l ¥ o "yl b "
and PhotoShop (PC) - lllustrator a plus! ROOFING Rl . 3

Serving the Caledonia and

Responsibilities include:
Middleville Communities.

¢ Newspaper advertising design
* Newspaper composition/layout

We love what we do and we know you will too! COVER IT WITH
Are you the person we need? CONFIDENCE

Send your resume to General Manager Amber Rood » Residential “
at arood@mihomepaper.com and let's find out! P o Ra———— B
» Roof Repair m[‘ Iﬂ

VIEWQIUJ?:?H?:?@‘ Gl'oup » Storm Damage R (1) 1 i

[
i

HUd)
» Insurance Claims

The County Press Tri-County Times The Lowell Ledger
Lapeer Area View Dailly News The Hastings Banner

Genesee County View Tri-County Citizen Buyer's Guide & News

Huron County View Oxford Leader The Sun and News = = ,

Sanilac County News Lake Orion Review Ad-Visor & Chronicle

Your Buver's Guide Clarkston News Battle Creek Shopper News

Jeffersonian The Citizen The Reminder — 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED —

We are a growing company of 21 community newspapers serving 15 Michigan counties
that are delivered weekly to more than 335,000 households ACLREDITE D

with an additional 500,000 monthly online readers. BUSING 55
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Scots should be in middle of boree at Railside Golf ["ongs
- Club Wednesday, Api AM
competitive OK Green golf race 6. The Scots will then inved |
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Brett Bremer
sports Editor

| he Fighting Scots headed into
spring break on a high.

I'he Caledonia varsity boys’ lacrosse
team 1improved to 2-2 overall in the
carly season with a 16-8 conference
victory at Byron Center.

“That was a huge win for us as a
program, Caledoniahead coach Kolin
Heron said. “We haven’t beaten them
the last four years. | know a lot of those
seniors wanted that one against those
guys right down the street, and so that
was a big one and for me, going to
Byron Center, that was a big one for
me oo,

[ he Scots lifted their coach onto their
shoulders during the victory celebra-
tion, but the coach gives all the credit
to the players.

“That was pretty cool,” Herron said.
“I appreciate them for that, but at the

2697950091 / FAX 269-795-2388
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Cal lacrosse guys get a big
early victory at B.C.

end of the day they were the ones out

there on the field there playing. | just put
the guys on the field. | am very proud
of them. Byron Center is a very good

team. I'hey won the region last year,
and they're going to beat some teams
this year again.”

Coach Herron sees his team as an
athletic, physical group. He wants his
guys to play hard and fast while also re-
specting opponents, and he’s seen them
taking care of that business already this
season. Playing that style will be most
successful as the Scots continue to gel
and get better in transition,

“We're always looking to improve,
whether that’s defensively, offen-
sively,” coach Herron said. “I think
the two big things for us right now that
we're focused on is clearing the ball,
from defense to offense, and then on
the ride, so trying to slow that process
down when we had a turn over or saved

—— ——— e —

2025 YANKEE SPRINGS TOWNSHIP

SPRING CLEANUP DAY
Saturday, April 26, 2025

9:00 AM start @ the Fire Station
1425 S. Payne Lake Road
Finish (and Pizza!) around noon.

Please come and join us in cleaning along the roads in the township.

A dumpster for trash collected will be provided along with trash

bags. Please bring gloves.

Please call the Township office at 269-795-9091 with any questions.
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Lincoln Senti

shot or whatever, trying te stop them
from moving from defense to offense
so quickly. Those are two things that
we’ve spent a lot of time working on.
We’re seeing progress in that for sure.
It’s somewhat just learning how to play
together, learning how guys move, but
thankfully a lot of them have played
together for a while. “

That group of guys that has played
together for a while mixes talent and
experience. T he Scots had senior Ethan
Fisher back for that Byron Center
ballgame after he missed some time
in the early season. He had five goals,
an assist, six ground balls and two
caused turnovers in the win. He was
an all-conference player as a junior and
coach Herron thought he was right on
the cusp of being an all-state honoree.

“He 1s a guy who has been up on
varsity since he was a freshman. We
look to him to lead a lot for us both of-
fensively and defensively, because he
plays midfield,” Herron said.

Long stick midfielder Leighton Fink
is back for a senior season and had
seven ground balls and five caused
turnovers in four matches so far this
season. The team is also bringing back
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senior face-fl man Crew Paalman,
senior attacker Brady Hilaski, and
talented attacker Teagan Chu who has
been an excellent distributor of the ball
in the early going.

The returning juniors include captain
Sam Hoag, a leader on the defensive
end as well as attacking midfielder
Rylan Bultema who saw a bit of time on
the varsity as a sophomore last season.

The team brings back big-bodied
sophomore attacker LLogan Senti and
fellow sophomore goal-scorer Emmett
Haan.

Sophomore goalie Landen Moore 1s
taking over in net.

“Collectively, they are probably the
most talented team | have had in the
last four years, and even when | played,
collectively I haven’t seen a team this
talented,” coach Herron said. “They
all make each other better every day
whether 1t 1s In practice or in games.”

The Fighting Scots are 2-2 so far
this season. They will play host to
Detroit Catholic Central Tuesday and
then travel to Muskegon to face Mona
Shores Thursday. Caledoma will also
be a part of the Portage Northern 1our-
nament Saturday, April 19.

R T T ] ‘-1‘1- | - —




{ et
srlyo1 1 |
P15 1: ) § g CUTON I -
1 sonsmwinol) 1.z
z19g00 ) mMoil oW
w0 oiw Ho-Alw
JAsewd gange

wa o1 lhmoyat
'i')ﬂ [ 1OE

k - I }-

- -
—

- —
e — i T i B 48 ..."'.-nlnl

5\

www.sunandnews.com

e

THE SUN AND NEWS

Saturday, April 12, 2025 15

Scot softball roster filled wnth mne semors thls sprmg

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Fighting Scot head coach Kaylie
Schertzing has been leading the var-
sity softball team for five years and
she has her biggest senior class yet.

She has nine seniors on her 2025 ros-
ter at Caledonia, and said there is a lot
of talent and leadership in her group.

The class 1s led in part by the trio of
outfielder Addy Lash, pitcher Molly
Lieske and catcher/infielder Malia
Burke.

They’ve already helped the Scots off
to a 4-1 start to the season. Caledonia
split a doubleheader with former OK
Red Conference foe Rockford, took
two from Coopersville and scored a
walk-off win over Hamilton before
spring break.

Beyond the great senior group,
coach Schertzing said she 1s also look
for key contributions from sophomore
pitcher/infielder Addison Veldt, junior
shortstop Hudsyn Tanner and junior
outfielder Maddison Boucher.

So far Schertzing is liking her team’s
defensive versatility.

The team was 14-16 overall a year
ago, and based on how things went
Schertzing said she is looking forward
to her pitchers working to improve
their ERA and for everybody to work
to find ways to improve the team’s
overall offensive production.

“This team 1s eager to build on the
success we had last year and sur-
prise some people,” Schertzing said.
“We’ve had a really strong start to the
season, so I am excited to see where we
go from here. We’re in a new league,
so it’s going to be fun to compete and
see how we stack up in the OK Green.”

There are some tough teams to com-
pete with in the reworked OK Green.
Jenison has moved into the conference
from the OK Red along with the Scots,
and Byron Center and Reeths-Puffer
look to be pretty tough in the confer-
ence this season too.

The Scots will continue to prep
for the conference season with home

!‘a.nke: S;rmgs Township

284 N. BRIGGS ROAD- MIDDLEVILLE, MICHIGAN 49333
209-795-9091 /f FAX 269-795-2388

YANKEE SPRINGS TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES

PUBLIC NOTICE OF RESOLUTION

Addy Lash

doubleheaders against a couple OK
Red squads. They host Grandville
Tuesday, April 15, and Hudsonville
Wednesday, April 16. The Scots also

visit Kenowa Hills April 18.

The OK Green season starts with
a doubleheader at Reeths-Puffer in
Muskegon April 22 and then the
Rockets come to Caledonia for one
game April 24.

SYNOPSIS
VILLAGE OF MIDDLEVILLE, MICHIGAN
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
March 25, 2025

The regular meeting of the Village Council of Middleville, Michigan, was called to order at 7:00 pm by President Kevin
Smith. Present: Bishop, Gillhespy, Hamilton, Osterbaan, Peters, and Williams. Absent: None

ACTIONS TAKEN

1. Motion by Peters, seconded by Hamilton, to approve the agenda as amended adding to Reserved Time item (c)
Independence Day Fireworks. Voice Vote: All Yeas. Motion Passed
2. Motion by Hamilton, seconded-by Peters, to approve the Consent Agenda as printed.

TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
YANKEE SPRINGS, BARRY COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AND ANY OTHER IN-

TERESTED PERSONS:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that at a public meeting on April 3, 2025 commencing

at 11:00 a.m. at the Yankee Springs Township Hall, 284 N. Briggs Road, Mid-
dleville, MI 49333, the Yankee Springs Township Board of Trustees adopted
Township Resolution Number 04-03-2025; Resolution Establishing Temporary
Moratorium on Applications for Mining, Quarrying, and Gravel, Sand, Earth,
and Mineral Removal.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the above resolution is available for review on the
Township website, yankeespringstwp.org, and at the Township Offices at 284 N.
Briggs Road, Middleville M1, 49333.

YANKEE SPRINGS TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Rob Heethuis, Supervisor
Tom Hopkins, Clerk
Yankee Springs Township Hall
284 N. Briggs Rd.
Middleville, M1 49333
(269) 795-9091

a. Approval of Minutes for the Regular Council Meeting of March 11, 2025
D. Approval of Bills as of March 19, 2025, for $111,874.33
Roll Call Vote: All Yeas. Motion Passed
3. Motion by Peters, seconded by Williams, to approve the DDA Riverbank Music Series Event for June 6, 2025
through August 29, 2025. Voice Vote: All Yeas. Motion Passed
4. Motion by Hamilton, seconded by Peters, to approve Resolution 25-05 Temporarily Suspend Enforcement of
Certain Provisions of the Village Ordinance. Roll Call Vote: All Yeas. Motion Passed
5. Motion by Peters, seconded by Williams, to approve Resolution 25-04 Exemption of Fees for Peddlers, Vendors,
Transient Merchants and Solicitors. Roll Call Vote: All Yeas. Motion Passed
6. Motion by Peters, seconded by Bishop, to approve Resolution 25-06 Decertify 85’ of Arlington Court from the
Village of Middleville. Roll Call Vote: All Yeas. Motion Passed
7. Motion by Peters, seconded by Gillhespy, to approve Resolution 25-07 Certify 245’ of Arlington Court into the
Village of Middleville. Roll Call Vote: All Yeas. Motion Passed
8. Motion by Peters, seconded by Gillhespy, to rescind Resolution 25-01. Roll Call Vote: All Yeas. Motion Passed
9. Motion by Williams, seconded by Bishop, *o approve Resolution 25-08 Local Unit of Government Match with
Donated Funds. Roll Call Vote: All Yeas. Motion Passed
10. Motion by Hamilton, seconded by Gillhespy, to approve Village of Middleville Personnel Policies dated March
25, 2025. Roll Call Vote: All Yeas. Motion Passed
11. Motion by Hamilton, seconded by Smith, to apply delinquent utility bills, as of December 31,2024, on in-active
non-owner-occupied accounts, and to apply delinquent utility bills, as of December 31, 2024 on active accounts
to 2025 tall roll per Chapter 70 of the Village Code o Ordinances. Roll Call Vote: All Yeas. Motion Passed
12. Motion by Williams, seconded by Peters, to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 pm. Voice Vote: All Yeas. Motion Passed
Respectfully submitted: Rhonda Van Polen, Village Clerk, Village of Middleville
The complete text of the minutes is posted on the Village Website http://villageofmiddleville.org or may be read at the
Village Hall between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm, Monday through Thursday and 8:00 am-noon on Friday.
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GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

'he Gaines Charter Township Board of Trustees will hold a public hearing on a proposed
restatement of the Gaines Charter Township Zoning Ordinance, including an amended
official Zoning Map, which is referenced in Chapter 2, Section 2.20 A. The restatement is a
complete update and replacement of the existing Zoning Ordinance

Late and Time of Hearing: April 14, 2025, at 6:00 pm
Location of Hearing (aines Charter Township Offices, Board Room,
8550 Kalamazoo Avenue SE, Caledonia, Ml 49316

Ihe proposed restaternent of the Zoning Ordinance includes the following parts and chap-
lers
. PART L. INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL PROVISIONS
O CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION
. CHAPTER 2 ZONING DISTRICTS AND INTERPRETATIONS
O CHAPTER 3 MEASUREMENTS AND DESIGNATIONS
. PART Il. ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS
O  CHAPTER 4 RURAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (RR)
: CHAPTER 5 SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (SR)
O CHAPFTER 6 VILLAGE RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (VR)
> CHAPTER 7 MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (MFR)
O CHAPTER 8 NEIGHBORHOOQD COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (NC)
® CHAFTER 9 GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (GC)
©  CHAPTER 10 OFFICE SERVICE DISTRICT (O-S)
O  CHAPTER 11 MIXED BUSINESS (MB)
O CHAPTER 12 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT (L1)
O CHAPTER 13 HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT (HI)
O CHAPTER 14 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) OVERLAY DISTRICT
» CHAPTER 15 LAND USE
e PART Il BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS
O CHAPTER 16 BUILDING REQUIREMENTS
O CHAPTER 17 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
O CHAPTER 18 USES WITH SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
O CHAPTER 19 LIGHTING
O CHAPTER 20 PARKING AND LOADING
O  CHAPTER 21 MOBILITY, TRAFFIC, AND ACCESS
O CHAPTER 22 PRIVATE STREETS & DRIVEWAYS
O CHAPTER 23 LANDSCAPING
O  CHAPTER 24 SIGNS
- PART IV. REVIEW PROCESSES AND STANDARDS
O CHAPTER 25 GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSES
©  CHAPTER 26 SITE PLAN REVIEW
O CHAPTER 27 SPECIAL LAND USE REVIEW
O CHAPTER 28 CONDOMINIUM REVIEW
O CHAPTER 29 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT REVIEW
O  CHAPTER 30 VARIANCE REVIEW
O CHAPTER 31 ZONING AMENDMENT REVIEW
- PART V. ADMINISTRATION
O  CHAPTER 32 AUTHORITIES
O CHAPTER 33 LAWFUL NONCONFORMITIES
O  CHAPTER 34 ENFORCEMENT
O CHAPTER 35 DEFINITIONS
O CHAPTER 36 CHECKLISTS
Any interested party may appear and be heard on said proposal. Information related to this request
may be inspected, by appt., during regular business hours at the Planning Department window
located in the Gaines Charter Township Offices. For information related to this request, contact Dan
Wells at (616) 980-6188 or dan.wells@gainestownship.org. To be entered into the public record,
signed written comments must be received by 4:00 PM on April 14, 2025.

Persons with disabilities needing special accommodations should contact Kim Triplett at (616) 698-
6640 one week prior to the meeting to request mobility, visual or any other assistance.
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Soccer squad working to
fill holes from graduations

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Caledonia varsity

. .' — . . -
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girls soccer team has a few
days to prep vyet for its OK
Creen ( onference OPCTICT.

| he Caledoma girls are
2-3 already this spring hav-
ing scored a 1-0 win over
lormer OK Red Conference
loe IIH(lMlllHHL‘ .--\pril .
before heading into spring
break. The Scots travel to
Reeths-Pufier to open the
conference season Tuesday,

The Scots will be home
(0 take on Jenison in a con-
ference match Thursday,
April 17, and then will
be back at Scotland Yard
Saturday, April 19, for a
non-conference match with
Grand Ledge.

The Hudsonville team the

$8 LHyp
W 2
S %

JOslynn Wilcox

>Cots beat by a goal to start the month was one
that the Scots upset in the MHSAA Division |
District Finals a year ago.

Coach Taylor Kastens was a part of that squad

See SQUAD On 2t

PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public Accuracy test
for the May 6, 2025 Special Election will be conducted on
Tuesday, April 22, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Gaines Township Community Room, lower level, located at
8555 Kalamazoo Ave SE., Gaines Township, Michigan

The Public Accuracy test 1s conducted to demonstrate that the program
and computers that will be used to tabulate the results of the election
have been prepared in accordance with law.

Michael Brew, Clerk
Gaines Charter Township
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Brett Bremer
Soorts Editor

It’s a young roster for the Caledonia
VAarsity oirls’ lacrosse team this spring
[he Fighting Scots have seven
freshmen on the roster and nine wl"ap}h )=
Head coach Kendra Venema
said she has a handful of girls in the
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friends, our
family,
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and our future.

VIEWY

Your Community Connection

Group

THE SUN AND NEWS

| hings are going okay so far for the

young Scots. They're |1-3 overall this
season. but went 1into SPring break on
a good note thanks to a 16-9 win at
Zeeland East March 31

| he Caledomia girls return to action

at Mattawan luesday, April 15, and

then will be home at Scotland Yard

tor matches with West Ottawa Apnl
16 and Lowell April 18.

| here are some _*:_{n‘n”-‘ti senior leaders
back for the Scots. | he team has senor
goalkeeper Alivia Neubauer-Keves
back 1n net and she already celebrated
her 200th varsity save this spring.

| he Scots have semors Elhe Hudson
and Mvya Burgess back on the attack
along with Kenna VanlLente and also
returns seniors Ella Rounds and Elena

l.akFranca.

Youth movement happening for CHS girls’ lacrosse

Caelyn Crocker, Vivian Fink, lTessa
DeYoung, Morgan Barthel, Keira
Paalman, blla Ganzevoort and Jen-
niter Schiefla are all sophomores who
were on the varsity squad as freshmen
last spring.

| he freshman group for the Scots
includes Kelsie Baker, Rylee Bos,
\shivn Crocker, Lilhana Klein, Mal-

lory Graham and Quinn Ziegler.
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Caledonmia Charter Township, Village of Caledonia

| he Tollowing 18 a description of the lands constituting the drainage

tmmons Lake Dramn: Sec 13, 24, 25. TSN, R11W. Gaines Charter
Iﬂ |{ AL . \ulll e Of ,]lg'iil!fl! i k55;|1f L OUnty

ship, Sec 20, 29. TSN

district

Viichigan

(YW _]1;in_ See 79 16-21. 28-30.

al the determination of ipportionments (o the Kent ( ounts Probate ( ourt within ten ( 10} davs

5. ISN..RIOW. Caledonia Charter Town

| he following additional information can be found on the Drain Commissioner's website at it www. kentcountymigov/S 1 7/Drain-Commissiones
1Hi\iuI'I‘LEI[It'VI!'fltjyg,lw_JTlg] KH1F{|;1jH
: \ map ol the lands constituting the drainage district
: | he Notice of Letting that includes
: Number and length of sections, the average width of each section, and if the drain will be closed. the amount and specifications
tor all tile or pipe required;
: Location, number, type and size of culverts or bridges to be installed; if any; and

: Conditional upon with the contract will be awarded

Dated: April 2, 2025

Kenneth J. Yonker, Kent County Drain Commissioner
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Continued from Page 7

>Cots have senilor Sawyer Mertz and
sophomore Anna Homrich. Mertz
joins leunessen as a team captain
this spring. Both Mertz and Homrich
were 1n the varsity doubles line-up in
2024 as were semors Zoe Fleming
and Hailey Markwat who are teamed
up at number two for the second year
In a row,

“Wehadtotryalotofdifferent com-
binations to come up with the final
|doubles| line-up,”

Wilson said after

ALASKA BAPTIST
CHURCH

Service Times
Sunday at 9.30 AM R 6:00 PM

www. alaskabaptist.org
1240 68th Street SE, Caledonia

10:30 AM

BAPIIST

Middleville

m‘h--ﬁ . % =)

Livestream: facebook . com/lirstbaptistmiddleville

FBCMIDDLEVILLE.NET - 5215 M37 - 269-795-9726

JOURNEY

Caledonia Location -
9185 Cherry Valley Ave SE
9 15 am and 11; OOGm

FIRST sunday Service

CHURCH

Middlieville Location -
1664 M-37
Q:30 am and 11:00 am

.EDRNAPPLE VéLLEY
MIDDLEVILLE

SERVICE TIMES:
Sunday at 9:30am & 11:00am
20 State Street, Middleville, Ml / www.tvcweb.com

THE SUN AND NEWS

an carly season victory over Thor-
napple Kellogg. “We have kids that
haven't played together. This vear, a
couple JV players made it. That has
been good. Emery [James) playing
with Kebe |Fitzell] at third doubles.
Emery 18 a freshman, so they're still
getting used to each other. | think that
1S going to be a good combination. |
think the doubles line-up is going to
be pretty solid all the way through.”
Fitzell, a junior, and James are
filling the third doubles spot while ju-
niors Maya White and Hellen Komera
take over at number four doubles.

Caledonia

Vine Street Church

Rev. Christine M. Beaudoin

Join us for our traditional yet casual WHIH}'IiP

SCrvice, 1n person or online.
at 900 am

250 Vine Street  616-891-8669

Good Shepherd

908 W. Main Street, Middleville
( Missouri .“i},'nntl_l

I}.ulur; Rfrh \xrurﬂ[

hllp://gﬂnd}.hcphcrdlcms.g{mglcpagcs-com
Church: (269) 795'239]

Sundays at 9:00, and 10:30 AM
Lead Pastor: Pastor Ryan Kimmel
616.891.8119
6950 Cherry Valley Rd., Middleville, M1 49333

peacechurch.cc

[utheran Church

\ljtula}' ‘J’Qfl_ar'ahip ................ 9:30 a.m.

Komera 1s up from the JV a vear
ago, and Wilson said he expects
fellow junmiors Molly Liggett and
Chelsea Tran to get some time at fifth
doubles when needed.

| he Scots are 1-2 in duals so far this
season. | hey jump right into the OK
GUreen Conference action here after
break with a dual at Byron Center
Monday, April 14. The Scots will got
to East Kentwood for a match Tues-
day, take on Reeths-Puffer at a confer-
ence dual in Caledonia Wednesday
and then head back to East Kentwood
for a tournament Saturday, April 19.

LOCAL CHURCH DIRECTORY

cornerstonechurch

.'-I - b ' - - m I'_-

|r -

I a L-ﬁt‘._"a u.-]. -r’
II'“I '.__':l--,, . |-1 J '.-,.._" ':T

1675 84th St. SE
Caledonia, Ml 49316
cornerstonemi.org/weekend

‘T’"‘ 'H-‘

L - I_
— - _— - | — - . — _—h - ' I -

HOLY FAMILY

&,

9669 Kraft Ave.. Caledonia
Phone: 616-891-9259
www.holyfamilycaledonia.org

Considening becoming Catholic?
Call or see our website for information.

Sunday Worship:
8:30 am. & 11 a.m.

Fellowship
9:45 to 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School
10 to 10:45 a.m.

& Preschool

8436 Kraft Ave., Caledoma, M1l 49316
Ofhice 616-89] -B688 » Preschool (616) B9]1-B68E
www.stpaulcaledonia.org

Yankee Springs Bible Church

8900 If)uf1_}' Road
Middleville, M1 49333

"Shining Forth God's Light”
Sunday Morning Worship
Community Group

James L. Collison, Pastor
www.yankeespringsbiblechurch.org

¥y CATHOLIC CHURCH

Saturday Evening Mass ................... 3:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses........... 9:00 am. & 11:00 a.m.

(@ ‘}t Paul Lutheran Church

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

o ’ 1 ' r 1 . v :
‘.Fi- N s & |- 3 '_1 ' ll

Plant-based cooking
class scheduled for
April 27

Area residents will hear from plant
based cookbook author and national
board-certified health and wellness coach
JoAnn Rachor at a plant-based cooking
class later this month. The free class will
be held Sunday, April 27, from 3to 5 p.m

Rachor will take attendees through
engaging cooking demonstrations.
complete with tasty food samples. She
will also demonstrate several recipes
from both of her cookbooks.

All those who attend the class will
receive a free copy of one of Rachor’s
books.

1'he class will be held at the Hastings
SDA Elementary School at 888 Tern
L.ane 1in Hastings.

This event 1s sponsored through
the Hastings Seventh-day Adventist
Church health ministry department.

More information and registration
can be found by texting or calling
Janice Cleary at 269-804-9959, — MM

MIDDLEVILLE

Continued from Page 2

2020. It was drafted with the idea that 1
would be updated each year. However.
with the changes made this week, council
members said it wouldn’t be necessary to
take a look at it every single year.

The policy outlines the nature of mes-
saging the sign would display along with
Its intent.

“The primary purpose of the Village
of Middleville LED sign 1s to provide
village-related information to the pub-
lic,” the policy states. “As a service to the
community, a hmited number of messag-
es from other government entities may
be displayed on the sign. However, the
messages from other government entities
must not detract from, or conflict with,
the village’s messages and must follow
the guidelines listed (in the document).”

No political or personal messages
would be permitted or messages de-
signed to advertise a business. However,
the village’s Downtown Development
Authority has floated the idea of using
the sign to generate additional revenue
by selling sponsorship packages.

Requests to post messages must be
made in writing or emailed to the village
manager or clerk.
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A member of the 1 homapple Township
Fire Department was honored by Minor
. eague Baseball team the West Michi-
an Whitecaps durning the organiz
*ASOnN - f.f; "TNiny hHHIL Sis lllli

[ .ast week. when the Whitecaps debuted
their fir rlwxm: games, they honored Hanna
Hollis of the Thomapple lownship Fire
Department as part of therr "Hometown

11‘1“{1' .

Hero” series
Hollis
three vears
| own ;I.il'l
‘When not on shift as a hirehghter, Hanna

keeps our timest residents safe and healthy
o TI!L_ W lllIL"

has served the community fon
as a firefighter with T homapple

) lp-w]liltrh medical assistant,
caps wWroile ,.lhnlll ”HHI'\
With a heart for service, youcan often find
l|._-; }~,.*|[wr1'___wr!l}:_'rlnt.tl h:._‘ri ws t_lllrll'll.'_ Limes ol
reat need through her role as | reasurer on
the Board of Directors w Ilh Hero Servig L"‘ﬂ.”
the announcement continued.
| he Whitecaps uses the “"Hometown Hero™
OTvVICES 1O 5P *lll;"'lf ndiny I{'Ihll‘w W l]t‘#ﬁl‘.lt’tt‘i\ e

ind beyond to serve their communities.

Peninsula Prestress Company

“2NOW HIRING
GENERAL LABOR

>D or GED REQUIRED:
concrete Manufacturing ##

PPC Is looking for skilled professionals to join our team!
Take the next step In your career with a company that
values your expertise.

Competitive Pay & Bonuses
v/ $750 Signing Bonus
v $21.00 -~ $24.00 per hour (Based on Experience)
v $750 Retention Bonus (After 90 Days)
' | Great Benefits Package! 7
' Paid Holidays
2 5 Vocation Days & 5 Personal Days (First Year)
.4 Meaithcare Coverage
-4 IRA Retirement Match
4 Uife insurance
| Company-Provided Uniforms (Including
Winterwear)
- Join a team thot prioritizes quality, safety, and
growth!

SenNnd Your Resume.
rosa@penstress.com

I'T
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Local firefighter named “"Hometown
Hero” by West Michigan Whltecaps

nunity. Photo counesy
ot the Wesl Michigan Whitecaps

-

Saturgay. Apn! 1

“

MARGERY MARTIN

ELEMENTARY TREE FUND

DELTON KELLOCG

PDUCATION FOUNDATION

ﬁ%

How to Plant a Forest

Arbor Day 1s a special gday at

Delton Kellogg Elementary thanks
O beloved educator, Mrs. Martin.
Her legacy provides white pine
saplings o every stuaent to plant
and enjoy. Started in 2010, this
fund now boasts thousands of
frees, some of which could be
over 30 feet tall by now.

I yOU want 1o learn more on
leaving a legacy, please call
Bonnie Gettys or Annie Halle at
269-945-0526, to help ensure that
your gifts can support your hopes

and dreams.
YEARS OF
IMPROVING
LIVES

COMMUN'IY‘ WINDATH

VAY ST. HASTINGS M|
"'-."_ ,R ‘M.F-L‘H F COKCs

84th St. Campus Service Times:

rjturdny Arml 19 6pm | Sund: w Aprll 20:9:50am & 1lam

For more mformatlon {
, it rseey ZJF (i :‘l cornerstone s fagre

Sl140T2 AN

{t

)N
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B he County Press

B Lapeer Area View

m Genesee County View
m Huron County View

m Sanilac County News
®m Your Buver’'s Guide

m Jeffersonian

OUR COMPANY IS GROWING —
DON’T MISS YOUR OPPORTUNITY

— NOW HIRING —

View Newspaper Group is seeking a

MIARKE TING
SPECIALIST

Responsibilities include:

Advertising sales

Account management

Prepare presentations, proposals and sales contracts
Attend networking events

Vi Ewtwqmpa- Group

emall wsmith@mihomepaper.com
810-452-2622

mIri-County Times
m Daily News

B Iri-County Citizen
m Oxford Leader

B Lake Orion Review
m Clarkston News

B I he Citizen

m The Lowell Ledger

®m | he Hastings Banner

B Buver's Guide & News

B Ad-Visor & Chronicle

m Battle Creek Shopper News
B he Sun and News

B | he Reminder

s ———eeii - —
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as an assistant coach, and she 1s back
for a fourth season with the team but
now as the head coach.

Overall that Caledonia team was
9-6-2 a year ago.

1he top performers back from that
squad include senior center midfielder
Josie Wilcox, senior forward Laney
Elles, junior forward Baylee Devries
and sophomore defender Averi Rosted.

Coach Kastens really likes her
team’s chemistry so far in the early
season and sees a depth of talent that
will help make the squad successful.
T'hat depth has been boosted by some
young additions to the program like
sophomore defender Kayla Briseno
and freshman defender Myla Gort-
maker.

Overall, the team does have a bit
of inexperience on the varsity level
though. One of the big things the
Scots have to work on as they move
forward 1s the ability to finish on the
offensive end.

Coach Kastens said really this 1s a

WWW.Sunanonews com

season that brings a mix of excitement
and challenges

“We're adjusting to the loss of sev-
eral key players due to graduation and
injuries,” Karstens said. “If we can
stay healthy, we have the potential
10 be very dynamic. Our lincup has
plenty of depth, which will help keep
us competitive throughout the season
With the strong opponents we face this
spring, we' |l be battle-tested and well-
prepared for playofis. We're confident
In having a successful season, with
several players steeping up to take on
crucial roles.

“We expect to be competitive in
every game, though we need to focus
on himishing games and staying orga-
nized— something our young back line
1S still learning. There will be highs
and lows, and not everything will go
our way, but our ultimate goal is to
compete for hardware in the OK Green
and the post-season.”

She said she sees Byron Center and
Mona Shores as the top contenders for
a conference crown.

Sunday, April 20
9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

guniakechurch.org

269.795.7903

12200 West M-179 Hwy., Wayland, M| 49348
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