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construction following 
groundbreaking 
ceremony
Molly Macleod 
Editor

Construction is underway at the 
site of Middleville’s newest hous­
ing development, MidVilla Flats. 
Developers and stakeholders gathered 
last week to celebrate the ground­
breaking for the project.

Located on M-37, the MidVilla 
Flats, once complete, will create 
144 “workforce housing” units. The 
apartments will be spread between 
six, three-story, 24-unit apartment 
buildings scattered across the 13.3- 
acre parcel that was once home to the 
Middle Villa Inn. One- and two-bed­
room apartments ranging from 1,000 
to 1,200 square feet will be offered.

The development will also incor«
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porate community amenities such as 
pickleball courts, a grilling area, a 
gazebo, and a nature path that con­
nects to local trails. The project also 
includes three commercial outlots. 
McDonald’s reportedly has an interest 
in one of those lots.

Construction Simplified is managing 
the construction of the $25-million 
project. The apartments were spear­
headed by Dutch Developers LLC, 
which consists of brothers Nate, Eric 
and Josh Heyboer.

“MidVilla Flats is a transformative 
development that’s an investment in 
the future of Middleville, providing 
much-needed workforce housing. As 
the community rapidly grows, this 
project will improve accessibility for 
residents and create new opportunities 
for businesses in the area,” said Nate
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Heyboer.
The project will put 

a dent in the county’s 
housing shortage. It 
required cooperation

See FLATS on 6
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What is left of a barn blown down on 76th Street west of Patterson Avenue after an EF-0 tornado went through 
Gaines Township on March 30. Photo provided

NWS confirms tornado touched down in
Gaines Twp. on Sunday
James Gemmell
Contributing Writer

Many residents in Gaines 
Township and the surrounding area 
were left to clean up after a severe 
weather system, which reportedly 
included at least three tornados, 
swept through parts of southwest 
Michigan on Sunday, March 30.

Damage in the Caledonia and 
Dutton areas was spawned by a 
line of thunderstorms that brought 
heavy rain and high winds that 
uprooted trees and snapped power 
poles.

National Weather Service offiw
cials confirmed a twister touched 
down at 5:42 p.m. Sunday near 
100th Street and Eastern Avenue, 
and traveled 4.2 miles in a north­
easterly direction before dissipating

near 84th Street and Hanna Lake 
Avenue at 5:47 p.m.

The NWS labeled the weather 
event as an EF-0 tornado, as it 
reportedly packed an estimated 
maximum sustained wind velocity 
of 80 mph and cut a swath of up to 
150 yards wide.

During its five minutes on the 
ground, the twister inflicted signifi­
cant damage to bams and outbuild­
ings, toppling some of the struc­
tures. It also uprooted several trees 
and spewed debris.

“I’m just happy nobody was 
hurt,” Gaines Township resident 
Timothy Zandbergen. “It damaged 
a lot of bams.”

Zandbergen said the tornado tore 
off the roof of a bam on his prop­
erty, located on the south side of

fl*

76th Street, between East Paris and 
Patterson avenues, in the Caledonia 
area.

“We did not have any animals 
there at the time, so that was fortu­
nate,” he added.

Zandbergen also said two bams 
on a neighbor’s property on the 
north side of the road were leveled 
by the tornado and another bam 
was damaged.

And, the tornado damaged 
structures along 92nd Street near 
Kalamazoo Avenue.

The tornado touched down within 
two miles of where another EF-O 
tornado hit Gaines Township on 
April 11, 2021, near 100th Street 
and Eastern Avenue. NWS officials 
said that one traveled about half a

See TORNADO on 5
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Molly Macleod
Editor

The search for Thomapple Kellogg 
Schools’ newest superintendent is 
drawing nearer to its conclusion.

Four candidates are scheduled to 
interview for the top spot at TK schools 
later this month. Members of TK’s 
board of education say they hope to 
have the district’s new superintendent 
in place as soon as July 1.

On Monday, April 14, Troy Rheel 
will kick off the first round of super­
intendent interviews at 6 p.m. Rheel, 
retired, served as superintendent forthe 
Hillsdale Intermediate School District. 
Robert Pouch will follow Rheel with 
his interview at 7:30 p.m. Pouch is 
currently superintendent of Morrice 
Public Schools.

Interviews continue on Tuesday, 
April 15. Cedar Springs Public Schools 
Director of Human Services & Elemen­
tary Academic Services Dan Scoville is 
slated to interview at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
followed by Bill Crane at 7:30 p.m.
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Thornapple Kellogg Schools is making progress in its superintendent search. 
First-round interviews for the top job are slated for April 14 and 15. File photo

Crane is superintendent for Kent City 
Schools.

“We were pleased with the candidates 
interested in becoming the next leader 
for the Thomapple Kellogg Schools,” 
said TK Schools Board of Education 
President Dave Smith. “The applicant

pool has many quality candidates who 
may be an excellent fit for our school 
district and community. We are excited
to leam more about the candidates’ abiliB»

ties and attributes as well as what each 
candidate has to offer our students, staff, 
parents, and community. As always, the

board values input from the public and 
strongly encourages people to attend 
the interviews. It is our hope to have a 
new superintendent in place on July 1

TK Schools has been searching for 
its next superintendent since former 
superintendent Craig McCarthy retired 
at the end of last year. In the meantime, 
Tom Enslen has served as TK Schools’ 
interim superintendent.

The Michigan Leadership Institute 
has helped the district in its executive 
search. The four candidates selected for 
first-round interviews came from a pool 
of 15 applications, with candidates’ 
experience ranging from current and 
past superintendents, principals and 
central office staff.

Interviews will take place at Thor­
napple Kellogg Schools Early Child­
hood Center, 3316 Bender Road, in 
Middleville. Members of the public 
are strongly encouraged to attend. The 
interviews will also be recorded and 
posted online after the conclusion of 
this round.
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Middleville DDA approves 
plan for social district

district would include portions of West
Main Street and portions ofHigh and Wa 
ter Street along Sesquicentennial Park.

MB

Jayson Bussa
Contributing Writer

The Middleville Downtown Devel­
opment Authority reviewed and signed 
off on a proposed social district for the 
village, bringing the project one step 
closer to fhiition.

Under the Michigan Liquor Control 
Code (MLCC), municipalities may 
designate a social district containing 
common areas where patrons are al­
lowed to consume alcoholic beverages 
that were purchased from adjacent and

licensed establishments.
These social districts come in handy 

during the warmer months when out­
door programming like the village’s 
Riverbank Music Series is scheduled.

Various stakeholders have discussed 
a potential social district in Middleville, 
and the DDA was tasked with reviewing 
and approving the plan before a village 
attorney would go to work drafting a 
resolution that would be presented to 
the village council for final approval.

Commons areas of the proposed social

Members of the DDA board gave 
the plan a thumbs up with little to no 
discussion during its monthly meeting 
on Monday.

Not only will the village council 
need to sign off on the proposed so­
cial district but documents need to be 
submitted to the MLCC for approval. 
Main Street Committees will also assist 
in developing programming, market­
ing and engagement strategies for the 
social district.

ENTREPRENEURS WELCOME 
AT THIS YEAR’S MIDDLEVILLE 
MARKET

The Middleville Market is generally 
reserved for local makers who sell 
handmade wares. This year, the Mid­
dleville DDA intends to try something 
different to help local entrepreneurs 
gain exposure in the community.

Kassandra Clark, the Community 
Development Coordinator for the vil­
lage, floated the idea to the DDA board 
of having a local entrepreneur section 
at the Middleville Market. This would 
entail two to three booths at each show 
in the 2025 season. They would be 
available on a day-to-day basis and 
can be used by businesses that don’t 
necessarily have a product to sell, but 
rather, a service.

See DDA on 6
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View Newspaper Group Sportslocal newspaper in the St. Clair area 
and after a lot of research and meeting 
with communiU' members, we knew 
we were the right new's organization

View Newspaper 
Group announces 
launch of St. Clair 
Area View

ST. CLAIR — Leadership at View 
Newspaper Group is proud to announce 
the launch of the St. Clair Area View, 
which will first land in mailboxes on 
Friday, May 9, 2025.

“Our team is excited to bring this free, 
locally-owned community newspaper 
to readers in the St. Clair area,” said 
View Newspaper Group Publisher Wes 
Smith. “The St. Clair Area View will 
connect readers to their community and 
our advertising clients to our readers, 
just as our other 21 locally-owned 
newspapers across the state do.”

With the launch of the St. Clair Area 
View, View Newspaper Group is now 
home to 22 locally-owned, locally- 
connected newspapers across the state, 
further solidifying the group’s position 
as Michigan’s largest, independently 
owned newspaper group.

Founded in 2003 by Lapeer native 
Rick Burrough, View Newspaper 
Group’s community newspapers have 
more than 352,000 copies in print each 
week covering 14 counties including: 
Lapeer, Oakland, Genesee, Livingston, 
Sanilac, Huron, Saginaw, Shiawassee, 
Montcalm, Ionia, Barry, Calhoun, Kent 
and St. Clair.

“At a time when some newspaper 
companies are cutting back, we are 
happy to say we continue to grow,” 
said Burrough. “We saw a need for a

Editor Mike Gallacher will lead the

to make that happen.

^71 Group

TOTAL 
WEEKLY PRINT 
CIRCULATION
OF MORE THAN 

352,000

St. Clair Area View in local sports 
coverage. A 2012 graduate of Peck 
High School, Gallagher played varsity 
football, baseball and track and junior 
varsity basketball. After high school, 
he attended Delta College and St. 
Clair Community College, where he 
was managing editor-in-chief of the 
SC4 student newspaper. He covered 
local sports for newspapers in Tuscola 
and Huron counties before joining the 
Sanilac County News as sports editor 
in 2019,

View Newspaper Group Marketing 
Specialist Christy Hendrick will serve 
as sales lead for the St. Clair Area View. 
Hendrick earned degrees in English 
and journalism from Oakland Univer­
sity, and worked for the Macomb Daily 
as a features reporter for several years 
before obtaining her teaching license. 
She taught Pre-K in Port Huron fol­
lowing herjoumalism career. Hendrick 
has been in marketing and advertising 
at the Sanilac County News, Jefferson­
ian, Buyer’s Guide, and Thumb Coast 
& Country since 2021.

The St. Clair Area View' w ill include 
coverage of area schools, local govern­
ments, nonprofits, businesses, high 
school sports, community members 
and much more. It will be delivered by 
the U.S. Postal Service to 17,000 homes 
in the St. Clair area two times a month. 
A digital version will also be available 
for free at www.mihomepaper.com.

View Newspaper Group Reporter and 
Community Relations Manager Casey 
Johnson has been named Editor of the 
St. Clair Area View. Johnson began her 
career with View New spaper Group in 
2011 as an intern at The County Press 
in Lapeer, while earning her journalism 
degree at Oakland University. Johnson 
worked in community journalism in 
Huron County until 2015, when she 
went back to school to obtain her state 
license in therapeutic massage. She 
practiced massage therapy full-time 
until joining the Sanilac County News 
in 2022.

22 CMMUMTY mnFAKm covciiMB 14 cowmn
4 Kb*

“Our team of award-winning jour­
nalists looks forward to telling the great 
stories of this community,” said Smith. 
“Equally as important, our team of ad­
vertising and marketing professionals 
looks forward to helping area busi­
nesses connect with customers through 
print advertising. Most of all we look 
forward to serving and connecting with
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EVERY FRIDAY 
DURING LENT
Friday, March 7th thru 

Friday, April 18*^2025 
5-7pm or until gone

3 »

5■ .'iti
I1

'M

1H4’SW®L[

'! ‘Xj

4 I \

I

»!•stifiAs! I.
li' .

<

I

KNOW 
SOMETHING 

INTERESTING?

r

1 We'd love to hear about it!

■c«
V

k'

H£

It

•I
«

I

BODY SHOP ALL YOU CAN EAT
S14.00 Adults

S8.00 Children 12 and under
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Complete 
Collision Repair

110 Johnson Street SE 
Caledonia, Ml 49316

Your trusted Body Shop for 
ovfT 32 years

70 PUBLIC - ALL ARE WELCOME!
DINNER INCLUDES

Breaded and Beer Battered Fresh 
Pollock Filets served with Tartar

Sauce, French Fries, Coleslaw and 
Homemade Bread & Butter.

Dessert: Soft Serve Ice Cream.
Coffee and Lemonade

No other Food Menu Available. For those 
who do not want fish dinner, outside food 

may be brought in.
9548 Cherry Valley, Caledonia 

caledoniaaniencanlegionpost305.weebly.com

. - .M

I little knew that morning that God was going to call 
your name. In life I loved you dearly, tn death I do the 
same.

ft broke my heart to lose you, you did not go alone; 
for part of me went with you the day God called you 
home.

You left me peaceful memories your love is still my 
guide; and though I cannot see you, you're always by 
my side.

Our special chain is broken and nothing seems the 
same; but as God calls us one by one, the chain will 
link again.

Forever in my heart, Love Amy
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Gaines Planning Commission tells Eden Forest 
townhouse applicants to come up with a better site plan
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James Gemmell
Contributing Writer

The developers of the Eden Forest 
townhouse project in Gaines Town­
ship recently made some unauthorized 
changes to the site plan that prompted 
planning commissioners to tell them to 
go back to the drawing board.

The planning commission voted 6-0 
to reject two of the proposed revisions 
at its March 27 meeting but approved 
two other changes. One planning com­
missioner was absent from the meeting 
at the township hall.

A conditional rezoning for the project 
from a residential (RL-10) designation 
to single-family (R-3) zoning was previ­
ously approved by the township.

The Eden Forest development is at 1184 
both St. SE, which is immediately west of 
the Kentwood Community Church.

Brad Walsh with Orion Construction 
and 60th Street Ventures LLC recently 
submitted the revised site plan for the 
18.2-acre property. It’s part of a larger 
development in that area. The first two 
proposed changes were approved by 
planning commissioners, but the third and

fourth proposed changes were rejected.
The first one called for the removal 

of one four-unit building along the 
southwest edge of the development to 
avoid impacting the adjacent wetlands. 
Because one of the four-unit townhouses 
(Building 17) was so close to a deten­
tion area, it was removed from the site 
plan. Instead, another nearby townhouse 
(Building 16) was converted from a four- 
plex into a sixplex. So, the total number of 
units was reduced by two from the overal 1 
site plan, from ei^t units to six units. 
That was the second proposal approved.

“The old Building 17, when we 
originally proposed that, there was just 
a comer that was getting into the wetland 
area. And after conversations with our 
wetland consultant and (the Michigan 
Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes & Energy), it wasn’t really going to 
be a good plan moving forward,” Walsh 
explained to the planning commission.

The third proposal to realign part of a 
sidewalk from ^e west side of the main 
road (Chartway Drive) that comes into 
the development south of 61st Street to 
the east side of the road and add a mid-
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Justin Longstreth with Moore & Bruggink, at right, talks about some points 
on a map showing the layout for the Eden Forest project. Orion Construction 
president Brad Walsh stands at the lectern. Photo by James Gemmell
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street crossing did not go over well with 
planning commissioners, as mentioned. 
Nor did the fourth proposal to relocate a 
playground to a comer location adjacent 
to Chartway Drive and a private drive, 
Ramsgate.

Commissioners noted that the original 
site plan aligned the pedestrian path along 
the west side of the main drive, which 
created an unimpeded path from the north 
end of the development to the playground. 
But the revised site plan alignment would 
have required children to cross the roads 
twice to reach the playground on the west 
side of Chartway Drive.

“They had originally located the play­
ground farther in from that intersection, 
away from the intersection,” Community 
Development Director Dan Wells said. 
“Because they had to re-contour the 
stormwater detention basin, they had to 
move the playground toward that inter­
section. So, now it’s going to be right 
on the comer. And we’re still not clear 
exactly where that configuration is. They 
didn’t specify it.”

“One of the main features we like to

safety issue.”
Walsh said the playground was origi­

nally proposed to be located behind an 
existing auxiliary building. But it was 
moved to the side of the building and close 
to the road while plans for the stormwater 
detention pond were being finalized.

Redrawing the detention basin prompt­
ed the developers to move the playground 3
close to the intersection. '
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“Weranoutofspace, frankly. The pond 
just grew andthe original location that we 
had back behind the building just didn’t 
fit, because of the footprint of the pond 
expanding,” Walsh told commissioners.

Part of the original project involved 
building a daycare facility adj acent to the 
church, and a playground was supposed 
to be built, as well.
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equate playground space. And crossing 
twice to get there, I’m not sure that that’s 
ideal,” Planning Commission Chair­
woman Connie Giarmo said.

“And then, the moving of the sidewalk 
over onto to the east side rather than 
continuing it all the way down the west 
side was an issue,” Wells said. “When 
the original plan was approved, that was 
a point of discussion because, OK, kids 
who are living up here could easily go 
straight down to the playground, which 
is an attractive thing. Here (under the 
revised plan), they have to go down 
halfway, cross over the road, go down 
to the intersection, cross back over the 
road to get to the playground, which is a

some concerns that the road was a little 
too close to that playground,” Walsh 
said. “So, we shifted the road closer to 
the development and moved the sidewalk 
to the other side of the road, creating a 
buffer between the playground and the 
current building.”

Justin Longstreth with the civil engi­
neering firm Moore & Bruggink said 
after those conversations with the church, 
a section of the existing road was moved 
under the revised site plan 10 to 15 feet 
west of its originally planned location. The 
sidewalk was supposed to be on the west 
sideoftheroadundertheoriginal siteplan.

“Because we moved that over and to 
create a little bit of additional buffer, we 
just adjusted the sidewalk location so that it 
was located on the east side of the drive as 
opposed to the west side. But it still is pro­
posed to be constructed,” Longstreth said.

So, under the revised site plan the side­
walk would no longer be on the same side 
of the road as the playground. And that

See EDEN on 18
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mile with top winds of 80 mph.
The thunderstorms that whipped through southwest 

Michigan on Sunday, combined with a major ice storm 
in northern Michigan the night before, left more than 
320,000 homes and businesses without power statewide.

If that wasn’t enough, the NWS confirmed an EF-1 
tornado near Edwardsburg in Cass County on Sunday. 
That twister packed 100-mph winds, traveled about 
two miles and damaged several homes and businesses 
during the three minutes it was on the ground. It also 
ripped the roof off a local marina and damaged boats.

The NWS confirmed yet another tornado touching 
down Sunday, stating a EF-0 twister spun off around 
6:05 p.m. north of 120th Street, near Poplar Avenue, 
east of Grant. The tornado reportedly was on the 
ground for about four minutes, or just under 3 miles, 
and had top winds of 65 mph.
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The twister did extensive damage to a barn and some 
outbuildings at a farm in Caledonia. Photo provided
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BUSINESS SERVICES
DUMPSTER RENTAL SNOW­
PLOWING, Lot Clearingd, Forestry, 
Mulching, Brush Hog, Mowing 
Dumpster-Solutions.com 
(616)283-9712

CEMENT/CONCRETE
JNR BUILDERS Concrete flatwork; 
Driveways, patios, porches & steps. 
Stamped and colored. Licensed and 
insured. Call Jeff (616)293-7729

CONSTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION: POLE BARNS, 
Siding, Decks, Roofing, etc. Licensed, 
30 Years. Tom Beard (269)838-5937

STUMP REMOVAL
NEED STUMP GRINDING? Call 269- 
908-6227 Rooted Outdoor Services.

EMPLOYMENT
BARN HELP WANTED Must have 
experience with horses. Full and 
part time positions available with 
competitive pay. Please call 269- 
207-4218 or email at zipowell® 
yahoo.com if interested.

Damage on a property along Hanna Lake Avenue south of 84th Street.

EXPIERIENCED GARDNER 3 to 4 
days a week with flexible schedule. 
Please apply in person at Saska­
toon Golf Club 9038 92nd St., Alto.
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OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT: 7884 
Eastern Ave, Suite A,B Grand Rap­
ids. $20.00 ANNUAL /SF 2205 sqft 
available. RE/Max of Grand Rapids 
Margaret Peric (616)204-9792 mar- 
goperic® remax.net
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Much of the roof was torn off a barn 
on Timothy Zandbergen's property 
on 76th Street. Your local agent insures your
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YOU’RE NOT JUST 
OUR READERS.

You’re our friends, our family, 
our neighbors...and our future.
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FARM BUREAU
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The thunderstorms on Sunday put some traffic lights out of service, such 
as this one at 76th Street and Eastern Avenue in Gaines Township. Photos by 
James Gemmell

Group

Your Community Connection
Jason Parks 

121 E. Main Street 
Downtown Middleville
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(269) 795-8827

jparks@fbinsini.com 
FarmBureautnsurance.com

http://www.sunandnews.com
Solutions.com
yahoo.com
remax.net
mailto:jparks@fbinsini.com
FarmBureautnsurance.com
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Severe weather system causes little damage in Barry County
Swriter"^*®"’ five tornadoes touched down in members to help deal with any storm Beside dealing with Sunday’s storm

Bany County seems to have weath though none were sighted in damage and help clear debris from countv BarrvCoiintvnffiHakarPw:ifehL«^^z^«J
I

ered a severe weather system, one that 
included thunderstorms, high winds and 
even tornadoes, that rolled through parts 
ofsouthwest Michigan on Sunday, March 
30, better than most without any residents 
being harmed.

Barry County.
“Our deputies were consumed with 

weather-related calls from trees and wires 
down, to accidents and a grass fire,” said 
Barry County Undersheriff Kevin Erb.

damage and help clear debris from county 
roadways.

Pattrick Jansens, Barry County Emer
gency Management director, said as of 
Tuesday afternoon that as many as 6,000 
local residents were still without power 
as the result of the storm.

Damage to property from falling trees 
and 1 im bs was not^ throughout the county. 

“Fortunately, there were no reported 
injuries due to the weather.”

We had a bunch of trees across roads,” 
Welch said. “That was only temporary.

“Tm not aware of anything that was 
closed longer than Monday morning,” 
he added. “We’re back to business as

Barry County officials are watching events 
further north. According to Welch, road

People have been impacted,” Jansens
said. “Lots of power lines down:”

According to Jansens, the storm dam­
aged several homes and other structures, 
such as bams, which were hit by downed 
trees and limbs. News reports stated as

Jake Welch, Barry County Road 
Commission managing director, said 
the system seemingly hit the southwest 
comer of Barry County the hardest, in 
areas including Hickory Comers and 
Middleville.

“It was a bad storm,” Welch said. “(But) 
it wasn’t too bad of a storm for us.”

The BCRC deployed extra crew
I

normal for us.”
Timing might have also played a role 

in Bany County’s good fortune in riding 
out the storm. Welch said there were no 
reports of any flooding across county 
roads due in part to the fact that most or 
all of the snow in the area had melted a 
couple of weeks ago.

“That’s the one that will catch you,” 
he said, referring to the combination 
of spring thaws and early season rains 
sometimes causing local flooding.

crews from neighboring Kent County are 
heading north to assist with cleanup efforts 
in Lower Northern Michigan, which was 
hit by an ice storm over the weekend that 
left thousands without power.

So far, Welch added the BCRC has not 
received any such request, though the 
county agency stands ready to respond.

“We’d do what we could to help,” he said.
And, with more inclement weather 

expected during the week, Jansens said 
he is encouraging local residents to “have 
a plan” and “be prepared.”

Jansens added that Barry County resi­
dents may find tips on how to weather 
severe storms and other related informa­
tion on the BCEM’s Facebook page.
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Construction Simplified, joined by representatives from Dutch Developers LLC and elected officials 
from the Village of Middleville and Thornapple Township, broke ground last week at the site of the 
future MidVilla Flats. Courtesy photo

FLATS
Continued from Page 1

Village President Kevin Smith.
The project’s developers echoed Smith’s moti­

vations.
and approval from multiple levels of government 
throughout the county.

((We were looking at doing this to resolve the lack

“The one thing that I really want to bring to 
bear is the village, the township, the county — 
is my intent, it’s always been my goal to work 
together and find common ground, especially 
when it comes to projects like this. Affordable 
housing is absolutely our highest priority. This 
represents that commitment,” said Middleville

of housing in Middleville. A healthy housing market 
can help those looking for affordable housing, such 
as first-year teachers and new residents, and benefit 
the growth of Barry County,” Heyboer said.

Pre-leasing for MidVilla Flats is set to begin 
in July. Should everything go to plan, the first 
building will be ready for occupancy as soon as 
September of this year. The entire project is pro­
jected to be completed in April 2026.

“Many residents now operate service-based or 
home-based businesses including photographers, 
wellness providers and direct sales consultants,” 
Clark wrote in a memo to the DDA, which she read 
from during Monday’s meeting. “These entrepreneurs 
contribute to our local economy and are seeking in- 
person opportunities to connect with the community 
and build brand visibility.”

Village officials would need to draft a code of con­
duct that would dictate what sorts of services would 
be appropriate to sell and other rules of engagement.

DDA ENCOURAGES ENGAGEMENT FROM 
LOCAL RESTAURANTS DURING SUMMER 
MUSIC SERIES

Clark also turned her attention to planning for the Riv­
erbank Music Series, a live outdoor concert series that 
extends through the summer at Sesquicentennial Park.

The conversation turned to whether or not food trucks 
should be invited to the premises. Clark’s plan was to 
invite food trucks that would provide desserts and sweet 
treats so that they wouldn’t interfere with the food offer­
ings from restaurants located within the village.

She said she also plans to set up signage on the prem­
ises of the music series that displays menus for those 
local restaurants in order to funnel business their way.

Members of the DDA board raised concerns about 
incorporating food trucks, encouraging Clark to engage 
solely with local restaurants to get them involved.

Clark said she would be engaging with local res­
taurants and businesses to give them a heads-up on 
when, and how, to participate.

“I don’t want them to feel like they have to com­
pete,” Clark said. “This is my way of testing out the 
waters to see whether or not they will engage like they 
say they will. Next year, I plan to evaluate did it work
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Less experience for TK boys’ track team this year
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Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Trojans have five state quali­
fiers a year ago and four of them were 
seniors.

The one holdover for the Thomapple 
Kellogg varsity boys’ track and field 
team is senior Jacob Draaisma, a first- 
year varsity runner last year who quickly 
became one of the top cross country and 
track and field athletes around.

He was the OK Gold Conference 
runner-up in the 1600-meter run a year 
ago and then qualified for the MHSAA 
Lower Peninsula Division 2 Track and 
Field Finals in the 800-meter run. He 
got under the two-minute mark for the 
first time at regionals and then placed 
14th at the state finals in the race.

Getting to the state finals could be a 
little tougher this spring as the Trojan 
program makes the move up to Divi­
sion 1 from Division 2.

The list of top returning performers

for the Trojans also includes senior 
sprinter Lucas McNabnay, seniors Jake 
Kelley and Kyle Porritt in the throws, 
sophomore Brandon Velting in the 
sprints and sophomore Luke Archer in 
the pole vault.

Velting was part of a TK 4x200-meter 
relay team that placed second in the 
OK Gold last spring, but he is the only 
returning member of that foursome. TK 
closed last conference season with a 
couple strong performances in the pole 
vault as Archer passed 10 feet 6 inches 
for the first time at the conference meet 
and fellow vaulter Hunter Tietz, now a 
senior, cleared 9-6 for the first time there.

TK co-head coach Matt Wonders, 
who is leading the program once again 
with Chad Ruger, said he sees sprinters 
Lucas Ploeg, Maddox VanEngen, Elliot 
Neff, hurdler Brecken McWhinney and 
throwers Isaac Fleischmann and Adam 
Lozada as being some key newcomers 
to the varsity team.

“Our team is filled with hard work­
ers,” Wonders said. “They have an 
uncanny ability to compete. They are 
a truly gritty group.”

The team will need to rely on that 
a bit as there is less experience on the 
roster than in previous seasons.

“Our message to our team is to com­
pete in everything,” Wonders added. “ 
Our goal is to be competitive in every 
race and every meet.”

The first OK Gold Conference meet 
of the season is a double dual in Mid­
dleville where the TK teams will take 
on Wyoming and Grand Rapids Union. 
Wonders said he expects Wayland to be 
the top competitor in the conference 
this spring, and the Trojans already 
got a look at the Wildcats last Friday 
at the Wayland Invitational where the 
Wayland boys outscored runner-up 
Plainwell by more than 175 points.
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Senior duo set to lead TK along with big junior class
Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

There are some good leaders back for the Th6r- 
napple Kellogg varsity girls’ soccer team this spring 
with a total of 11 girls back from the 2024 roster.

Even with that big of a group, it is a fairly young 
squad filled with juniors and a few sophomores and 
freshmen set to contribute too. The senior duo on 
the team this spring is made up of midfielder Madi- 
lyn Chivis and defender Emma Geukes. Geukes 
has been a great leader for the Trojan varsity for a 
couple of seasons already. Chivis is an outstanding 
distributor of the ball and should prove to be one 
of the Trojans’ top scorers as well. Both girls have 
won all-conference honors in the past.

The heartbeat oftheTK program is itsjunior class. 
There are a dozen juniors on the varsity roster. It 
is a group led by attacker Tealy Cross, goalkeeper 
McKenna Hoebeke, midfielder Paige Abshagen, 
defender Megan Schuurmans and the group also
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McKenna Hoebeke

includes varsity returnees Cami Stahl, Ember Hondorp, 
Charlie Manrose, Ella Fischer and Natalie Borrink.

There are a handful of freshmen and sophomores who 
should contribute to the varsity, and may move up and 
down between the JV and varsity throughout the year. 
The roster includes a number of club players across the 
formation.

The TK ladies are off to a 3-1 start so far with a 1-0 
mark in the new OK Gold Conference thanks to a win 
this week over West Catholic.

It should once again be a battle between the Thomapple 
Kellogg girls and the tough South Christian program at the 
top of the conference standings. The two teams finished 
their conference regular season in a 1-1 draw a year ago, 
the only blemish through the conference regular season 
for either side.

Those two teams will meet in Middleville Saturday, 
April 19, at 11:45 a.m. TK returns to action after break 
visiting Wayland April 15 and playing host to Wyoming 
April 17.
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Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

There are new challenges for the 
Thomapple Kellogg varsity girls’track 
and field team that won the OK Gold 
Conference championship and placed 
second at regionals a year ago.

A group of four returning all-state 
athletes, and a number of other girls 
capable of pushing for those kinds of 
honors, are back to lead the way on 
the score sheet for the Trojan team as 
its faces a bump up into Division 1 for 
MHSAA competition and a reworked 
OK Gold Conference.

The Trojans should still be the fa­
vorites in the reworked conference, 
but girls will have to be just a little bit 
better to meet state qualifying times 
and distances with the move up to D1.

That group of returning all-staters 
includes senior Brooklyn Harmon in the 
hurdles, sophomore jumper Ellie Har­
mon, senior distance runner Ava Crews, 
junior hurdler Mia Hilton and junior 
middle distance runner Payton Gater.

Brooklyn was the OK Gold Con­
ference champion in the 100-meter 
hurdles and the 300-meter low hurdles 
in 2024, placed third in both races at the 
D2 State Finals, and was a part of the 
OK Gold Conference winning 4x400- 
meter relay team along with her sister 
Ellie and Hilton. Gater was a part of 
that 4x400-meter relay with that trio at 
the D2 Finals and they combined for a 
sixth place finish.

Ellie was the conference long jump 
champ and qualified for the finals in ±at 
event. Hilton placed third in the 300 hur­

dles at the finals last season. Crews quali­
fied for the state finals in 2024 in both 
the 1600-meter run and the 3200-meter 
run, and set her PR at 11 minutes 24.06 
seconds in the 3200 at the finals.

TK also brings back senior Emma 
Dykhouse who would be one of the 
Trojans’ top contenders should it need 
a decathlete thanks to her abilities in 
the jumps, throws and sprints. Senior 
thrower Lilly McKeown will be back 
to push for distance with Dykhouse in 
the shot put and discus.

Sydney Martin is a returning sopho­
more in the sprints who will hope to 
score in those quick races along with ju­
nior newcomer Jordan Fitros. TK head 
coach Maggie Wilkinson said her team
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TK hopes to be near top in new Gold golf competition
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Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Trojans are looking forward to seeing what the 
reworked OK Gold Conference competition will be 
like this spring.

The Thomapple Kellogg varsity boys’ golf team 
enters ±e 2025 season wi± a line-up filled with expe­
rienced varsity golfers. There are four guys back from 
the Trojans’ regional five from the 2024 season - a list 
that includes ±e team’s regional leaders Parker Dahley 
and Will Na±an now a sophomore and a senior. Dahley 
also had the Trojans’ top score a the OK Gold Confer­
ence Championship a year ago - placing 27± overall 
in a really tough field.

The group of returning seniors for the Troj an team this 
season also includes Kylan Pratt and Ryan Skidmore 
from ±at regional line-up last year as well as Owen 
Comer, Blake Hardy and Evan Liu and Tyler Voss who 
were all with ±e program a season ago.

“Our goal this year is to be competitive within the

conference and get better throughout the season,” Tk 
head coach Bob Kaminski said. “We are looking for­
ward to competing in our new conference and hopefully 
being in contention by the end of the season.”

TK was fifth in the tough OK Gold a year ago which 
saw South Christian place fourth and Forest Hills 
Eastern place sixth at ±e MHSAA Lower Peninsula 
Division 2 Finals while Grand Rapids Ca±olic Central 
senior Will Preston win the individual state title.

Catholic Central is gone from the Gold this spring 
and so is Forest Hills Eastern. The Sailors only lost one 
guy to graduation though and Wayland had a decent 
young team a year ago.

League newcomer Wyoming will host the first 
conference jamboree April 16. The weather hasn’t 
allowed the Trojans to get any of their early season 
matches in yet.

The group of newcomers looking to help improve the 
varsity scores includesjuniors Cody Forsythe, Quentin 

See GOLF on 20
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anchor pitching from the circle this
spring.
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freshman season with the TK varsity 
and Garrett said she ill be the Trojans’

ir»

I
I

I I » 
< f '

I 
t

I

I

A

I 4

1

i-

1 
I

hM

A .

»1 i

5

r. 
i

&
. 1

4

I 

1

4

t

f

J I 

4

* 

t

I

L

» I

fi

i

a

L**-*

-

I 
f

r>

i

t

»

i 1 
a

r A

f

*

♦

A «

i 
»

A I I*9

A > a

L

a

f

-t

1 •

i I

I« * i ■ ’ ,

i < 
i f

<

4

%w

' •■■III

* t

. *
•I

f r

"m aV
>

I a

a

a

a»

«

Trojan softball has great 
group up the middle
Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Trojans are hoping to get to the 
point where they are surprising some 
people this spring.

Thomapple Kellogg varsity softball 
coach Ashley Garrett said she sees a 
squad with solid pitching depth and 
strong bats from top to bottom in 
the line-up as the 2025 season gets 
underway.

It is a young squad overall and some 
girls are shuffling positions aroimd, but 
at the top the Trojans have some excel­
lent leaders to carry the load while ev-

for her senior season after signing on to 
join the Grand Valley State University 
program next season and earning all- 
state honors a year ago. She hit .621 
with 8 home runs in her junior season. 
She will once again man the shortstop 
position and also take turns in the circle.

erything gels. Kylee Hoebeke returns

Up the middle, the Trojan team also 
brings back senior Kenzie Bouma in 
Centerfield. She was an all-conference 
honoree along with Hoebeke last sea-
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Kylee Hoebeke

son and hit .358.
Behind the plate, Garrett is happy to 

add freshman Anna Romph who the 
Trojan coach says has a high softball 
IQ and all of the tools to be a highly 
successful high school player.

The TK ladies were bested in their 
first two ballgames of the season last 
Thursday at Hamilton. The Hawkeyes 
took 8-3 and 14-6 wins.

In game one, Hoebeke was 2-for-4 
with a pair of doubles and two runs 
scored. Left fielder Aubree Stevens in 
the number two spot had two singles 
and two RBIs. TK also got his from 
Bouma and first baseman Jenna Robi­
nett.

Hoebeke tripled and drove in a run

hits and Romph went 3-for-3 with two 
runs scored. TK also got two hits from 
Allison Wolowicz and had 12 total hits 
as a team.

Holderman started both games in 
the circle.

TK is scheduled to host Plainwell 
April 17 and then play host to the Barry 
County Invitational with Hastings, 
Delton Kellogg and Lakewood April 
19. Garrett said her girls are looking 
forward to going after those rivals and 
then getting started in the new OK Gold 
Conference.

TK opens conference play on the 
road at West Catholic April 21. Garrett 
said she expects Wayland, South Chris­
tian and Northview all to be especially
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f•Y'V TK baseball got taste for 
success in 2024 postseason
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Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Trojans get to have a few fun 
Saturdays on their home diamond in 
the early season.

Thomapple Kellogg will host the 
annual Barry County Invitational in 
Middleville April 19 and then the 
team’s annual Wood Bat Invite May 3.

The Trojans won an improvised 
Barry County Invite last season in 
Middleville, an event traditionally 
hosted by Hastings, and finished off 
the season with a 17-17 overall record 
under head coach Nick Iveson who is 
back for his fourth season leading the 
program this spring.

“This is a team that has some high 
goals,” Iveson said. “We are looking to 
finish on the upper half of the league 
standings this season along with a run 
in the [state] tournament. Last season 
we won two postseason games and fell 
in the district final. That experience 
has been great motivation for a lot of 
our guys to put ourselves back in that 
position and improve upon it.”

Leading the way in holding those 
expectations is a solid senior group of 
returnees that includes first baseman 
Jayce Brummel, outfielder Jacob Davis 
and Bradley Moerman all of whom will 
see time at pitcher, outfielder Anson 
VBerlinde, catcher Connor Domb-

kowski and middle infielder Spencer 
Ybema.

“We have an experienced group 
with a lot of depth at pitcher,” Iveson 
said. “We have a lot of great athletes, 
and we will look to put pressure on 
opposing teams with our speed on the 
base paths.”

Acouple of varsity newcomers coach 
Iveson is looking forward to having 
help out are junior middle infielder 
Carsyn Redman and sophomore middle 
infielder Micah Dock.

It has been a bit of a tough start so 
far for TK. Zeeland East took two 
from the Trojans last Thursday in Mid­
dleville, and the TK boys fell in a pair 
of ballgames against former OK Gold 
Conference foe Grand Rapids Catholic 
Central. The Cougars took a 14-6 win 
over the TK boys in Grand Rapids last 
Friday, March 28.

Redman was 2-for-2 with two walks 
in the number two spot for the Troj ans 
in that Friday afternoon defeat. He 
scored two runs and drove in one. The 
only other two hits were singles from 
Dock and Ybema. Dock walked once 
and scored two runs in the lead-off spot 
for TK. Ybema, hitting in the three hole, 
had a walk, a run and an RBI. Brummel 
also drove in a run and scored one for 
the Trojans.

— NOW HIRING —
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

View Newspaper Group is seeking a lull-time 
graphic artist lor our Greenville location.

— MONDAY THRU FRIDAY • IN OFFICE • NO WEEKENDS —

This role is ideal for individuals who are passionate about 
graphic design with a keen eye for quality graphics. 
Must have working knowledge of Adobe InDesign 

and Photoshop (PC) - Illustrator a plus!
Responsibilities include:

• Newspaper advertising design
• Newspaper composition/layout

Vie love what we do and we know you will too!
Are you the person we need?

Send your resume to General Manager Amber Rood
atarood@mihomepaper.com and let’s find outl
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Falcons rally in sixth to beat Scots in opener i
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Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Fighting Scots managed to sneak one game 
in before spring break, falling 5-2 at West Catholic 
Tuesday afternoon.

The Caledonia varsity baseball team built a 2-0 
lead through four innings, but the Falcons rallied for 
five runs in the bottom of the sixth to steal the win.

Two Falcon errors, a walk and a sacrifice fly off

the bat of Ethan Sova in the top of the third brought 
home the first Caledonia run of the season.

Ty Lewandowski singled into left and stole second 
to get the Scots’ fourth inning rally going. Jaeger 
Tidey singled him home from second.

The Scots had just four hits all game. Aydin DeBoer 
and AJ Roszkowksi both singled once.

Aryn Taylor started for the Scots and threw two 
shut out innings, striking out three, walking one and

giving up two hits. Alex Spinney, Trevor Walter and 
Ryan Wysocki followed with one scoreless inning 
of relief each.

The Falcons finally managed to get to Gabe Trudeau 
in the bottom of the sixth scoring five runs on five hits.

Caledonia will head to Middleville April 16 to take 
on the Thomapple Kellogg Trojans and then will host 
the Cal Tournament April 19.
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QUALIFIERS
Continued from Page 8

graduated three of its top sprint­
ers a year ago so the addition of 
Fitros and freshmen Amya Gater 
and Kayla Price are key. Gater is 
already off to a great start to her 
first varsity season, and should 
contribute in sprints, hurdles.

jumps and middle distance races.
“We have an amazing core 

group of girls that naturally lead 
this team,” Wilkinson said. “They 
allD are looking out for one an­
other on and off the field. This 
team wants to win and compete.”

She said a big thing for the 
team will just be staying healthy 
all spring.

BASEBALL
Continued from Page 11

With Catholic Central, Cedar 
Springs, Kenowa Hills and Forest 
Hills Eastern moving out of the OK 
Gold Conference, the league brought 
in West Catholic, Northview, Grand 
Rapids Union and Wyoming.

“We are looking forward to compet­
ing against new teams,” Iveson said. 
“Northview has a solid program along

with South Christian who was a top 
team in the Gold last season.”

The conference season gets started 
April 15 as the Trojans visit West 
Catholic for a doubleheader. The 
format remains the same for confer­
ence play, with the Falcons coming 
to Middleville April 17 to finish off 
the three-game conference series. In 
between those ballgames, TK will host 
Caledonia April 16.
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Four goals by Cross take down Saxons at TKHS
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Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

Junior attacker Tealy Cross convert­
ed on a penalty kick midway through 
the first half and then added three more 
goals throughout the course of play to 
lead the Thomapple Kellogg varsity 
girls’ soccer team to a 5-1 win over 
Hastings Friday in Middleville.

The victory is part of a 3-1 start to 
the 2025 season for the Trojans who 
opened OK Gold Conference play 
Monday with a 4-0 win over West 
Catholic in Middleville.

Senior Kalli Koning converted a 
penalty kick for Hastings Friday after 
junior teammate Dez Mathis drew a 
foul in the box TK goalbox.

The Saxons are now 1 -4 overall this 
season.

Cross and her teammates were able 
to take advantage of a fairly young 
Saxon back line-

“She is very aggressive, and she 
can shoot from the outside,” first-year 
Hastings head coach Megan Deal said. 
“We are just lacking experience on the 
outside I would say. We have so many 
seniors that are more centers, mids and 
forwards, not necessarily defense.

“Last year, Tim [Schoessel] did more 
of a diamond back with the four and 
I am doing more of a straight back.
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Thornapple Kellogg junior Tealy Cross fires a penalty kick into the net during 
the Trojans’ win over Hastings in Middleville Friday, March 28. Photos by 
Brett Bremer

TK junior defender Ella Fischer settles 
the ball in her end of the field during 
the Trojans’ win over visiting Hastings 
in Middleville Friday, March 28.

freshman that plays more on the outside 
and an exchange student, so it’s new 
for them, but they’re athletic enough 
to get back there and pull their weight. 
It’s kind of a newer team.”

The TK team has just two seniors too 
in Emma Geukes and Madilyn Chivis. 
Cross is part of a massive junior group.

“We all still have that close bond that 
we’ve all had my whole career,” Cross 
said. “We all had such a good bond over 
the past three years. A lot of us have 
stuck together. There were nine of us 
freshmen year. That whole nine is still 
playing and still here, minus a few of the 
ACL injuries. We’re all here together. 
We’re all here training every day.”

Cross had her own knee injury which 
popped up during club play in Novem­
ber. It hindered her junior varsity bas­
ketball season, but she feels pretty close 
to 100 percent now. She didn’t appear 
hindered on any ofher four goals Friday.

She drew the foul that earned TK a 
penalty kick with 23:33 to go in the 
first half, and she converted on the PK

to give TK the lead. With 16:16 to go 
in the first half, the Trojans stole away 
a Saxon throw-in deep in the Saxons’ 
end and Chivis soon chipped a pass 
to Cross in the center of the attacking 
third for an open chance on goal that 
put their team up 2-0.

TK took that lead into the half, and 
Koning’s PK cut the TK lead in half. 
It was only a one-goal game for about 
four minutes. Cross ran on to a through 
ball behind the Saxon defense and put a 
shot by Hastings keeper Sadie Handord 
with 27:22 to go in the game. Cross 
pushed TK’s lead to 4-1 by heading in 
a comer kick by Chivis with 12:51 to 
play in the game.

Chivis finished off the scoring by 
burying a shot with 2:59 to go after a 
little chip into the center of the attack­
ing zone by teammate Alexa Eden.

“We were just moving the ball well,” 
Cross said. “We were connecting. We all 
have this cross-town rivalry, so there is 
that extra fun out there playing against 
club teammates. We all had good energy, 
good vibes and we all wanted to work 
together. It was just fun.”

The TK ladies are off for spring break 
now. They’ll return to play at Wayland 
April 15.
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Long battles end Scot victory over TK ladies 4 *
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Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

fhe fighting Scots and Irojans 
closed out an early season dual on the 
courts at Caledonia High School with 
a little extra tennis Thursday afternoon, 
March 27.

Fighting Scot second singles junior 
Audrey Duong fought off Thomapple 
Kellogg junior Jordan Pranger 10-5 
in a super tiebreaker to close out their 
match, and Thomapple Kellogg junior 
Natileigh Merchant held on for a 10-6 
win in a super tiebreaker in her third 
singles match with Caledonia senior *
Claire Teunessen.

rhat was just a tight match the
entire way [at second singles]. They 
were so evenly matched, and it could 
have went either way, as the scores 
show. Just a couple points here and 
there made all the difference,” Cale­
donia head coach Mike Wilson said.
The same thing with Claire at third

singles. She just battled and refused to 
quit. Again, a couple points a different 
way and the outcome could have been 
a little different."

Ifiat victory for Merchant earned 
the one team point for the I homapple 
Kellogg varsity girls' tennis team in a 
7-1 loss to the host Scots. Teunessen 
did her very best to try and make it 
a shut out rallying from 5-2 down in 
the second set to eventually win a tie­
breaker and force the super tiebreaker 
to decide the match.

"She just battled all the way back, 
made a couple ofadjuslments and got it 
going, just basic stuff, a couple techni­
cal things - give herself a little more 
space on the ball and coming over on 
the top,” Wilson said of Teunessen’s 
tweaks.

There was a lot of new on both sides 
of the net for the two squads. Freshman 
Berkley Nelson is the first ninth grader 
at first singles for the Fighting Scots
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Fighting Scot freshman Berkley Nelson hits a high bouncing ball back at her 
opponent from TK during their first singles match at Caledonia High School 
March 27. Photos by Brett Bremer

Thornapple Kellogg third singles player Natileigh Merchant knocks a shot 
back at her foe from Caledonia during her win in the dual with the Scots 
Thursday, March 27, at Caledonia High School.

in as long as Wilson can remember 
(and that is since 1997), and she took 
on Trojan senior Isabelle Schilthroat 
who was playing a first singles match 
for TK for the first time. Nelson came 
out on top in that one 6-1,6-0.

"She has a lot of experience. She is 
very solid. She is the one. She belongs 
at first singles,” Caledonia head coach 
Mike Wilson said.

“She has been coached really well. 
She is very adaptable. She can hit a 
wide variety of shots, and that is just 
where she is so good at taking a couple 
of things and putting them into action 
right away. If something is not going 
her way, it’s a very quick conversation 
and she gets out there and does it. It is 
fun,” Wilson added.

Throughout the rest of the line-up, 
the Scots won straight set matches. 
Gretchen VanderEide took a 6-1, 6-1 
win over TK’s Emilia Sandborn at

fourth singles.
On the doubles side, Sawyer Mertz 

and Anna Homrich scored a 6-2, 6-3 
win over TK’s Jalyn Grimes and Nata­
lie Culver at number one; Zoe Fleming 
and Hailey Markwal outscored TK’s 
Molly Alden and Cayla Brouwer 6-4, 
6-0 at number two; Kebe Fitzell and 
Emery James beat TK’s Marla Osa and
Carli Ogle 6-0, 6-3 at number three 9

and Maya White and Hellen Komera 
topped TK’s Leighton Leslie and 
Chloe Yates 6-3, 6-2 at number four,

Wilson said he had to trv a lot of dif-
ferent combinations to finally come up 
with his final doubles line-up. A lot of 
those duos are new. He expects it will 
be a really solid line-up as the season
progresses.

“I think we’re definitely coping with 
the stress of playing,” TK head coach 
Philippe Sylveste said. “We’re coping

See BATTLES on 17
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Scots finally overtake Hawkeyes in the ninthV •■it
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Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Caledonia varsity softball team went to bat in 
the first inning, the third inning, the fourth inning, 
the fifth inning, the sixth inning, the seventh inning, 
the eighth inning and then the ninth inning trailing 
the Hawkeyes on the scoreboard.

The Scots ended the ninth in front.
Amber Fairchild, hitting out of the number eight 

spot for the Fighting Scots, knocked a bases-loaded 
RBI single towards center field to score teammate 
Malia Burke from third with nobody out in the bot­
tom of the ninth for an 8-7 walk-off win over visiting 
Hamilton Tuesday.

Fairchild was 3-for-5 at the plate for the night, 
contributing to a 14-hit Caledonia attack. Even with 
that offensive output, the Scots found themselves 
down 5-1 going into the bottom of the sixth inning.

Singles by Addy Olin and Fairchild started the 
Scots’ comeback there. Olin scored on a fielders’ 
choice from teammate Maddison Boucher to get 
one run back.

CHS pitcher Addi Veldt worked her way out of a 
two on, none out jam in the top of the seventh to keep 
it a 5-2 ballgame.

The Scot bats really came to life to start the bot­
tom of the seventh. Hudsyn Tanner doubled to center 
field and Burke followed with a single to put runners 
at second and third with nobody out. Molly Lieske 
singled into left, and both Tanner and Rian Restau, 
who was on to run for Burke, came around to score 
as the ball got by the Hawkeye left fielder. Lieske 
wound up at second base. She moved to third on a 
wild pitch and then came in to score on a ground out 
off the bat of Olin.

The two teams went into extra innings tied at 5-5. 
With the extra innings runner starting at second base 
in the eighth both teams pushed one run across to 
go into the ninth tied 6-6. A two-out single by Veldt 
brought in the Scots’ run in the eighth.

Hamilton got one run in during the top of the night, 
and the Scots brought their extra-inning runner, Tan­
ner, home quick in the bottom of the ninth with a 
lead-off single by Burke into center and then an RBI 
sacrifice fly into left from Lieske.

Olin took two pitches in her ensuing at-bat and ±en 
drilledadouble into rightfieldthat moved Burke to third. 
The Hawkeyes’ intentionally walked Aliya Hemden 
to load the bases and set up force plays all around the 
diamond, but Fairchild delivered her game winning hit.

Veldt, Tanner, Burke and Olin finished the ballgame 
with two hits each.

Veldt threw the first eight innings from the circle for 
the Scots striking out eight. She gave up four earned 
runs on five walks and ten hits. Olin got the win in 
relief pitching the ninth.

The victory on the cold, breezy afternoon pushed 
the Scots to 4-1 on the season. They split a double­
header with Rockford in their season opener March 
27 and then took two from Coopersville March 28.

Tanner was 3-for-3 with a home run and three RBIs 
in the Scots’ first win over the Coopersville Broncos 
last week, an 11-8 victory. CHS took game two 10-3.

The Scots have 71 hits through five games so far 
this season.
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Addi Veldt pitches for the Caledonia varsity softball 
team during its extra-inning win over Hamilton
Tuesday in Caledonia. Photos by Brett Bremer
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" The Fighting Scots’ Hudsyn Tanner rips a double 
into right center field to start her team’s three-run 
rally that tied its bailgame with Hamilton at 6-6 in the 
bottom of the seventh inning Tuesday in Caledonia.
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
OF CALEDONIA 

COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
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PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the of the Caledonia Charter Township 
Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on April 21,2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Township Hall, 8196 Broadmoor Avenue. Caledonia, Michigan, to consider an amend­
ment to the text of the Zoning Ordinance. Some of the proposed changes include:
Definitions. Section 2.2 would be amended to define a private garage as an acces­

sory building or space within a dwelling or building for storage of vehicles and other 
items
Accessory Buildings. Section 3.10 would be revised to permit up to one accessory 

building that is not more than 200 square feet in area, and that the square footage for 
the accessory building shall not count towards the maximum square foolage in the 
applicable zoning district.
Residential Accessory Buildings. Section 3.11, regarding residential accessory 

buildings, would revise the regulation of residential accessory buildings, including 
dimensional requirements for accessory buildings in Table 3.2

Driveways and Private Streets. Section 3.29, which includes requirements for 
driveways and private streets in all zoning districts, would be amended. The revisions 
would include changes to the categorical requirements for private driveways or private 
streets, depending on the number of lots that would be served, adding a definition of 
the term “roadbed," requiring shared driveways to have 33-foot wide easements, and 
prohibiting driveway easements from private roads within site condominium develop­
ments.
Design and Construction Requirements for Driveways and Private Streets. The 

minimum design and construction requirements in Section 3.29 for private streets and 
driveways would also be revised. This would include changes to roadbed require­
ments for private streets serving nine to fifteen lots, to turnaround requirements for 
private streets that terminate at a dead end and are longer than 150 feet, requiring 
traffic calming devices to be reviewed and approved the Township Fire Chief, requiring 
private streets to be extended to neighboring parcels for connectivity to existing or fu­
ture development, revising the shoulder requirements for private streets, and requiring 
a vehicle turnoff and pedestrian connection for mail kiosks. It would also be amended 
to allow principal dwellings that exist prior to the establishment of a private street to 
be incorporated into the private street and not count toward the number of homes that 
determine the minimum requirements of construction.
Recreational Vehicle Parking. Section 3.36 would be revised to include the A Ag­

ricultural and R-R Rural Residential Districts to the list of districts where recreational 
vehicle parking is permitted in side and rear yards.
Commercial and Industrial Access Drives. A new Section 3.61 would be added 

to include requirements for internal access drives for industrial and commercial uses. 
The new Section 3.61 would address paving requirements, curbs, frontage treatment, 
greenbelt buffers, and design and construction standards for internal access drives.
Outdoor Lighting. Section 3.50 would be revised to add a requirement that light 

pole and fixture colors shall be limited to dark bronze or black.
Architectural Standards, Section 3.59 would be amended to apply architectural 

standards to the C-1 Neighborhood Business District and the C-2 General Business 
District. It would also be revised to apply certain architectural standards to offices, 
commercial buildings, and mixed-use buildings.
Signage. Chapter 19 regarding signage would be amended by revising the require­

ments for illuminated signs in Section 19.2(d).
Landscaping. Table 28A would be revised to amend the size and spacing require­

ments for certain species of plants, including certain evergreens, large deciduous 
shrubs, and small deciduous trees.
Temporary Uses or Structures Requiring Zoning Inspector Authorization. Sec­

tion 3.22 would be revised to allow the Zoning Inspector to issue a permit for a tempo­
rary accessible unit during construction or remodeling of a principal dwelling, and to 
provide that the accessible unit may not exceed 160 square feet and must be removed 
within 15 days after a certificate of occupancy for the principal dwelling is received.

All interested persons may attend the public hearing and comment on the proposed 
amending ordinance. Written comments concerning it may be submitted to the 
Township, at the address above, up to the time of and during the public hearing. The 
proposed amending ordinance is on file at the Township Hall and may be reviewed, or 
a copy obtained, during Township office hours.

The Gaines Charter Township Planning Commission will hold a public 
hearing to consider the following request:
Summary of Request: Special Land Use request to build a new 3.200

Property Address: 
Parcel Number: 
Applicant:

square foot accessory building in the A-B zoning 
district, for a total of 5,843 square feet of acces­
sory buildings on the property.
9744 Meadow Valley, Caledonia, Ml 49316
41-22-26-400-025
Gerald Lawrence Almy III

Date and Time of Hearing: April 24th, 2025, at 7:00 pm
Location of Hearing: Gaines Charter Township Offices, Board Room 

8555 Kalamazoo Avenue SE, Caledonia, Ml 
49316

Any interested party may appear and be heard on said proposal. 
Information related to this request may be inspected, by appt., during 
regular business hours at the Planning Department window located in the 
Gaines Charter Township Offices. For information related to this request, 
contact Dan Wells at (616) 980-6188 or dan.wells@gainestownship.org. 
To be entered into the public record, signed written comments must be 
received by 5:00 PM on April 24th. 2025.

Persons with disabilities needing special accommodations should contact 
Kim Triplett at (616) 698-6640 one week prior to the meeting to request 
mobility, visual or any other assistance.

GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TThe Gaines Charter Township Planning Commission will hold a public 
hearing to consider the following request:
Summary of Request: Stoneco 2025 Operating Plan
Property Address:
Parcel Number:

1856 100th Street SE

41-22-33-100-022
Applicant: Garrett Singer, Stonecol
Date and Time of Hearing: April 24th, 2025, at 7:00 pm
Location of Hearing: Gaines Charter Township Offices, Board Room 

8555 Kalamazoo Avenue SE, Caledonia, Ml 
49316

Any interested party may appear and be heard on said proposal.
t*u-

A'

Information related to this request may be inspected, by appt., during I * 
regular business hours at the Planning Department window located in the j 
Gaines Charter Township Offices. For information related to this request, I 
contact Dan Wells at (616) 980-6188 or dan.wells@gainestownship.org. I 
To be entered into the public record, signed written comments must be I 
received by 5:00 PM on April 24th, 2025. I
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Dated: April 2, 2025
PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CALEDONIA

Persons with disabilities needing special accommodations should contact 
Kim Triplett at (616) 698-6640 one week prior to the meeting to request 
mobility, visual or any other assistance.
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Sprinters power CHS girls to win in Green opener
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with we’re in the lead, we’re not 
in the lead, we’re in the lead, 
we’re not in the lead, and that 
is hard. It is hard emotionally to 
manage, but overall it is pretty 
good. I think the girls were sur­
prised at how well they played 
in relationship to their nerves 
maybe and what they expected.

It was good. It was pleasantly
surprising to see them go and 
compete, and compete. It wasn’t
a freebie. That was good.” 

TK had a scrimmage at Vicks*

burg before the dual, but it was 
their first competition of the 
season.

“I have targets now I can work 
on. I have things, I can help the 
girls move along. I am excited,” 
Sylveste said.

The CHS girls are now 2-1 in 
duals this season and they also 
scored a fourth-place finish at the 
early season Jenison Invitational 
and beat Hamilton Tuesday after­
noon this week.

“Everyone is playing up a little 
bit. We had a brutal try-out,” Wil­
son said. “It was really tight. We 
had so much competition there. 
Today was a good day. We’ve 
had some practice and we could 
see some of those things in action 
a little bit more. That has been a 
good thing.”

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Caledonia varsity girls’ track and 
field team opened the 2025 OK Green 
Conference season with a 79-58 win 
on a chilly evening in Jenison Tuesday.

The victory moves the Fighting Scots 
to 2-0 in duals so far this season.

The Scots had success all over, 
but the sprinters really got the job 
done. Freshman Brynn Ward won the 
100-meter dash in 13.29 seconds lead­
ing a sweep of the three scoring spots 
in the race for her team. She also won 
the 200-meter dash in 27.57 with the 
Scots going 1-2 in that one.

Sophomore Isla Sheely was the 
runner-up in both of those races, and 
she won the 400-meter dash in 1 minute 
3.99 seconds in another event in which 
the Scots swept the three scoring spots.

Melanie Genao Grullon, who was

third in the 100-meter dash, led off the 
4x 100-meter relay for the Scots and 
combined with juniors Jolie King and 
Joelyn Abraham and Avery Seif to win 
in 54.60. Seif, senior Alaina Palmer, se­
nior Avalynn Klapmust and Ward took 
the 4x200-meter relay win in 1:53.11.

Caledonia also had the team of 
sophomore Olivia Hawkins, sopho­
more Evie Huttenga, sophomore Maya 
Terryn and Klapmust win the 4x400- 
meter relay in 4:28.32.

CHS senior Hannah Dupuis ran her 
fastest 3200-meter race ever to win in 
12:22.29. The Scots also had sopho­
more Olivia Hawkins win the 100-me­
ter hurdles in 16.70 and the 300-meter 
low hurdles in 49.04.

In the field, Lakely Bottom won the 
high jump for the Scots by clearing the 
bar at 4-8.

Jenison took an 89-54 win over the

Caledonia boys.
The CHS boys had three wins on 

the night with Jonas Howell taking 
the 300-meter intermediate hurdles in 
41.85, Cody Meyers the discus with a 
throw of 133-10.5 and Kaleb Huyser 
flying 19-3.25 in the long jump.

Caledonia boys’ head coach Ben 
Thompson said he was also really im­
pressed with junior Noah Johnston going 
toe to toe with Jenison senior Seth Con­
ner, one of the top distance runners in the 
state, to place second in the 800-meter run 
and the 1600-meter run. Johnston had a 
PR of4:29.30 in the 1600 finishing less 
than two seconds behind Conner. John­
son had a time of2:04.80 in the 800, just 
over a second back of Conner.

“It was also amazing to see all of the 
team at the end of the meet cheering our 
4x400 meter relay team on,” Thompson 
said. “We are building a great culture.”

Visit us online at www.Sunandnews.conn

Caledonia
TOWNSHIP 
V

PUBLIC NO I C E
Charter Township 

of Caledonia 
Kent County, Michigan

Caledonia Community 
Schools

has posted an RFB for 
Bid Pack 1 Caledonia 

Monument Sign package.

AU RFB information can be 
found on the district website:

https://www.calschools.org/bond/

I

GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TThe Gaines Charter Township Planning Commission will hold a public 
hearing to consider the following request:
Summary of Request: Special Land Use request to build a 2,857 square

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Public Accuracy Test for the 
May 6, 2025 Special Election 
has been scheduled for Monday, 
April 28, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Caledonia Township Hall located at 
8196 Broadmoor Ave, Caledonia, 
Michigan.
The Public Accuracy Test is 
conducted to demonstrate that the 
computer program used to tabulate 
the votes cast at the election meet 
the requirements of the law.

Joni Henry
Clerk, Charter Township of 
Caledonia

I

I

Property Address:
Parcel Number;
Applicant:

foot accessory building in the A-R zoning district. 
3241 Muff Ridge Lane, Caledonia, Ml 49316 
41-22-26-301-005
Eve Wynalda

Date and Time of Hearing: April 24th, 2025, at 7:00 pm
Location of Hearing: Gaines Charter Township Offices, Board Room 

8555 Kalamazoo Avenue SE, Caledonia, Ml 
49316

Any interested party may appear and be heard on said proposal. 
Information related to this request may be inspected, by appt., during 
regular business hours at the Planning Department window located in the 
Gaines Charter Township Offices. For information related to this request, 
contact Dan Wells at (616) 980-6188 or dan.wells@gainestownship.org. 
To be entered into the public record, signed written comments must be 
received by 5:00 PM on April 24th, 2025.

Persons with disabilities needing special accommodations should contact 
Kim Triplett at (616) 698-6640 one week prior to the meeting to request 
mobility, visual or any other assistance.
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mcan.s pedestri ans w i 11 have to cross two 
roads to get to the playground.

Under the revis^ site plan, a speed 
hump would be installed mid-block. 
Wells said a steep slope is the reason 
why the sidewalk crosses the road in 
the new plan. Ixmgstreth referred to it 
as a raised crosswalk.

unanimously. The first was to appnivc 
the removal of the four-unit building 
near the wcftlands and to allow the in­
crease of the unit count of an adjacent 
building from four to six.

The secorxl motion was to postpone 
items three and four that were listcxl in
the staff report. Those called for realign*

“It’s not a SI I 1 bump. It’s a way to
slow traffic down and still it is an eleva­
tion above the pavement grade. Bui it’s 
done over a longer distance so it’s not 
as much of a jolt. But it’s a material 
change and an elevation change so that 
it slows traffic down as it crosses over,” 
Ivongstreth said.

Planning commissioner Ryan Wi- 
ersema said he was concerned about 
the speed hump being placed on the re­
vised site plan without the township fire 
department being consulted first about 
safely codes. But the project applicant 
clarifled that the speed hump will not 
impede emergency access by fire trucks.

Planning commissioner Tim Haags- 
ma said he had a problem with the de­
veloper’s plan to move the playground.

“It’s like all of a sudden, ‘We’re go­
ing to slick it there next to the building,’ 
and it’s kind of like an afterthought It 
looks like it almost touches the building. 
That’s the concern I have with that.’’

“I agree with you that that playground 
just doesn’t look like it belongs there,” 
Planning Commission Vice Chair Ron­
nie Rober said. “Like it was thrown in, 
‘Oh, man, we have to have a playground. 
I^’s throw it there, that’s an empty 
space.’And I don’t like the idea of this 
road with the bumps and everything. 
Once people gel used to it, they’re go-
ing to still go flying through it . and
visitors are going to fly down that road,
bumps or no bumps.

Giarmo expressed concern about the 
two crossings that would be needed to 
get to the playground.

4^Ilie reason why we had it on the
other side of the road to begin with was 
the unimpeded walk from top to bottom 
of the development,” she said.

Haagsma said vegetation near the wet­
lands could potentially obscure visibility.

44Not only did they take the sidewalk
and move it to the other side of the road 
but it’s smack against the east side of the 
road through that curve. So, there’s no 
buffer between,” he said.

After the discussion at the meeting, 
the planning commission took a series 
of votes, all of which were approved

menl of pari of the pedestrian path from 
the west side of the road to the east side 
of the road and added a mid-street cross­
ing. Also postponed was the proposed 
relocation of the playground.

Haagsma noted that the project ap­
plicant made a change in the site plan 
to move Chartway Drive without asking 
for planning commission approval.

So, another motion was made that the 
planning commission require the project 
applicants to ask for a realignment of the 
road when it comes back to the township 
with its next site plan proposal. Once 
again, the motion carried 64).

“I didn’t know until it was brought 
up tonight that the road was moved,” 
Haagsma told the applicants. “Thal 
concerns me greatly, okay? When you 
just decide to do something different 
that doesn’t sit well with the planning 
commission. You’ve been chastised by 
me. Just consider thaL alright?”

“We didn't change the road location in 
an effort to deceive the planning comm is- 
sion,” Longstreth said. “We were trying 
to be good neighbors to the daycare and 
didn’t realize that moving the road over 
by 10 feet was going to be as big of a deal 
as what it is. So, I apologize for that.”

Staff recommended that all the 
crossing areas be striped, and that the 
applicant specify in the next site plan 
details about the playground location, 
the playground equipment and what 
kind of fencing will be installed.

“We usually require sidewalk on both 
sides of the road. And we didn’t here,” 
Giarmo said. “And then they have it 
moved over. It makes us really unhappy, 
and a little bit uncomfortable with what 
happened. What I would like to sec is 
sidewalk on both sides now.”

The developers will have to come 
back with an improved site plan that ad­
dresses al 1 of the planning commission’s 
concerns, if they want to move forward 
with the project.

As part of a larger project, the town­
ship board adopted an ordinance in July 
2023 to rezone some property to accom­
modate Orion Construction’s proposal 
to build 152 market-rate townhome 
units west of the church. A separate 
development called for 124 units to be 
built on a parcel north of the church.

Obituaries
Richard Scott Koning

Richard Scott Koning claimed 

his promise of eternal Ide on 
April 1.2025. at the age of 
69. Now his weakness has 
turned to wonder, his suffering 
to splendor, his discomfort 
to delight and his faith to 
fulfillment.

Rick was born on July 5, 
1955 in Grand Haven, Ml 
He was married to his loving
wife. Julie, for 27 years. Rick worked at 
General Motors for 30 years as an Electrical 
Engineer. He had a love for everything 
outdoors, especially fishing and hunting. 
Rick loved going on camping trips, boating, 
spending time with his family and friends, 
and had a passion for serving his church.

Rick is survived by his loving wife. Julie; 
his sons. Scott Koning, Paul Koning, Tim 
(Danielle) Koning, Jesse (Tina) VanBemden. 
and Mitch (Morgan) VanBemden; his

MIDDLEVILLE 
TOPS 546

The March 31 meeting opened with 
roll call and the secretary’s report. 
There is one new fish in the fishbowl.

Virginia finished the “TOPS 
Motivation and Reality of Healthy 
Weight Management" series. Everyone 
who struggles with weight loss knows 
it takes time, effort, commitment, 
exercise and healthy food choices.

Emotional eating is a common 
practice. It is used to tranquilize anger, 
frustration, depression and stress.

To manage anger, you need to 
validate it. accept it. vent it. write it down, 
talk with someone, and release it. Deep 
breathing and exercises also help. The 
only person your anger hurts is you.

To manage frustration is a lot like how 
to manage anger. Putting the frustration 
into perspective is another step.

Depression is serious and can be 
debilitating. Medications are helpful. 
Counseling is also important. Both 
together, is the best.

Stress wreaks havoc on a diet 
because it requires more energy, 
and we go to sugary foods. Instead, 
do deep breathing exercises and

www.sunandn^s com

daughters. Missy (Matt) Tava 
and Vai (Matt) DeLong 13 
grandchildren; one great­
grandchild and another on 
the way, many nieces and 
nephews. Siblings. Kathy 
(John) Gascho. Nancy Morgan, 
and Jimmy Koning.

Richard was preceded in 
death by his parents. Forrest 
and Dorothy Koning and 
brother. Ron Koning.

Rick's family will receive
friends on Friday April 4, at Peace Church.
Middleville. Visitation is from 1 3 p m.
The funeral service, officiated by Pastor 
Ryan Kimmel, will take place immediately 
after. Refreshments will follow the service 

Memorial contributions can be made
to David’s House Ministries or Friends at 
Peach Church.

Please visit www.beelergoresfuneral.com 
to share a memory or to leave a condolence 
message for Rick's family.

meditation exercises.
Exercise helps the most It gives you 

energy and helps relieve tension. Keep 
some form of exercise going even when 
stressed. Compartmentalize situations 
and remove yourself from stress is 
always helpful. Take a 15-minute 
relaxation break every day. It recharges 
you and prevents stress and tension. 
Try yoga, daydreaming, or closing your 
eyes for 15 minutes and rest.

Family and friends will influence you 
Sometimes they are helpful, sometimes 
not. Communicate to them what you 
are doing and why. Ask them to be 
supportive. The only person that can 
do it is you. Make the right choice!

Virginia was the best loser for the 
month of March.

Linda won the Ha-Ha Box.
The meeting closed with marching 

in place as the group recited the TOPS 
pledge.

TOPS, a weight-loss support group, 
meets every Monday at Lincoln 
Meadows in Middleville. Wetgh-in is 
from 3:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.. followed 
immediately by the meeting. Press the 
white buzzer for entry.
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Anyone with questions may call Virginia, 
269-908-8036, or Maryellen, 616-318- 
3545. The first meeting is free. «
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Obituaries
«

Patricia “Pat” Ruth Bruce
♦ 
♦

Charles Monroe Aubil

✓
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Private burial will take place at Mt. 
Hope Cemetery. Memorial donations 
to Peace Church Proclaim Fund will be 
appreciated.

Please visit www.beelergoresfuneral. 
com to share a memory or leave a 
condolence message for Charles’ family.

Arrangements made by Beeler-Gores 
Funeral Home.

Patricia “Pat" Ruth Bruce, age 
76, peacefully passed away with 
her two daughters by her side.

on January 26 2025, and went 
home to be with the lord.

She was preceded in death by 
her father and mother, Duane 
and Ruth White; sisters, Jan 
and Judy, and her infant sister. 
Brenda Jean.

She is survived by her two 
daughters, Amy Bruce and Tara
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Charles Monroe Aubil, age 62, passed 
away on March 31,2025.

Born on March 11, 1963, in Hastings, 
Ml the son of the late Charles and Marian 
(Winger) Aubil. Charles dedicated 22 
years of his life as a skilled welder and 
painter at Steelcase. His professional 
journey also saw him offering his talents 
to Maynard’s for 13 years, Caledonia 
Schools for a brief yet memorable year, 
and providing his expertise to Pennock 
Hospital for four years.

An active member of Peace Church, 
Charles found great joy in his faith and 
fellowship. He was a true outdoorsman at 
heart, reveling in hunting and fishing, which 
brought tranquility and adventure into his life 
in equal measure. A devoted Detroit Lions 
and University of Michigan fan, he wore 
his colors with pride. Charles’s love for the 
open road was best experienced atop his 
cherished Harley, a passion only paralleled 
by his enjoyment of traveling to Florida, 
where the sun welcomed him year after year.

Survived by our wife of 41 years Amy 
(Kits) Aubil; children, Maria (Ryan) 
Ringeisen, Mindy Aubil, Jesse Aubil; 
granddaughters, Adeline and Anastasia 
Ringeisen; siblings, Ruthie (Ron) Blain, 
June (Phil) Olzak, Bonnie (James) Ciluffo, 
Char Callow, Larry (Linda) Aubil; many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.

Funeral services will take place on 
Friday, April 4, 2025 at Peace Church at 
11 a.m. Pastor Bob Hudberg will officiate.

YOU’RE NOT JUST 
OUR READERS.

You’re our friends, our family, 
our neighbors...and our future.

Group

Your Community Connection

b
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(Gary) Vickers. Her brother,
Bill White and sister, Wendy (Greg) Colyer; 
brother-in-law, Lee Purdy and many nieces 
and nephews.
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Pat grew up in Caledonia, Ml 
on the family farm. She loved 
caring for all the animals with 
a particular love of horses. She 
also loved driving the tractors 
out in the field.

Pat was a loving mother and 
a superb Grammy to her furry 
grand dog and grand cats. Her 
greatest passion in the last 20 
some years, was quilting. She 
made hundreds and hundreds 
of lap quilts for cancer patients

through out Grand Rapids and Lake Orion.
A memorial luncheon will be April 13, 2025 

at 1 p.m. at the Legion Hall in Caledonia.

LOCAL CHURCH DIRECTORY
*

Caledonia
ALASKA BAPTIST

CHURCH

Service Times
Sunday at 9:30 AM & 6:00 PM

www.alaskabapti5t.org
7240 68th Street SE. Caledonia

FIRST
BAPTIST

Middleville

Sunday Service 
10:30 AM
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Livestream; facebook.com/Firstbaptlstmiddleville 
FBCMIDDLEVILLE.NET - 5215 M37 - 269-795-9726

JOURNEY CHURCH

Caledonia Location ■I

9185 Cherry Valley Ave SE 
9:15 am and 11:00 am

Middleville Location -
1664 M-37 

9:30 am and 11:00 am

THORNAPPLE VALLEY

CHURCH
MIDDLEVILLE

SERVICE TIMES:
Sunday at 9:30am & 11:00am

20 State Street, Middleville, Ml I wvvw.tvcweb.com

Vine Street Church
Rev. Christine M. Beaudoin

cor nerstone ch u rch

Join us for our traditional yet casual worship 
service, in person or online, 

at 9:00 am

Join us in person or online 
Sundays 9:30 & Ham

250 Vine Street 616-891 -8669

1675 84th St. SE
Caledonia, Ml 49316
cornerstonemi.org/wGekend

oc 
co

Good Shepherd
I Lutheran ChurchI

908 W. Main Street, Middleville 
(Missouri Synod)

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rob Wurst
http://goodshepherdlcms.googlepages.com

Church: (269) 795-2391

<APEACE
CHURCH

PEACECHURCH.ee

Sundays at 9:00, and 10:30 AM 
Lead Pastor: Pastor Ryan Kimmel 

616.891.8119
6950 Cherry Valley Rd., Middleville, MI 49333

peacechurch.ee

y

- ^’Bible '-'Church
8655 Whitneyville Avenue, Alto 

616.891.8661 
www.whitneyviHebible.org 

Pastor Jonathan DeCou
Sunday School.. 

Sunday Worship •••••••••»

.9:30 AM
10:30 AM

M/oZcZ? our services from our website (see above)

ri HOLY FAMILY 
^/CATHOLIC CHURCH

9669 Kraft Ave., Caledonia
Phone: 616-891-9259

www.holyfamilycaledonia.org
Saturday Evening Mass
Sunday Masses

>*• 
sr

5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Considering becoming Catholic? 
Call or see our website for information.

i
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Sunday Worship: 
8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Fellowship 
9:45 to 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School 
10 to 10:45 a.m.

@ St. Paul Lutheran Church 
& Preschool

8436 Kraft Ave., Caledonia, MI 49316
Office 616-891-8688 • Preschool (616) 891-8688

www.stpaulcaledonia.org

Yankee Springs Bible Church

a.

8900 Duffy Road 
Middleville, MI 49333

"Shining Forth God's Light"

Sunday Morning Worship 
Community Group.........

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

James L. Collison, Pastor 
www.yankeespringsbiblcchurch.org
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OUR COMPANY IS GROWING — 
DON’T MISS YOUR OPPORTUNITY

TK ladies victorious at their 
first invitational of 2025
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NOW HIRING —
View Newspaper Group Is seeking a

MARKETING 
SPECIALIST

Responsibilities include:
• Advertising sales
• Account management
• Prepare presentations, proposals and sales contracts
• Attend networking events

Group
email wsmith@mihomepaper.com 

810-452-2622

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

The Thomapple Kellogg varsity 
girls’ track and field team took the 
championship at Friday’s Wayland 
Invitational.

Already one of the state’s top hur­
dlers, TK senior Brooklyn Harmon set 
her personal record in the 1 OO-meter 
hurdles to win that race. She clocked 
in at 15.06 seconds, and she was one of 
three TK ladies in the top four in that 
race. Freshman Amya Gater placed 
third in 16.72 and junior Mia Hilton 
was fourth in 16.86.

There were three TK ladies in the top 
ten in the 300-meter low hurdles too 
led by Hilton who was the runner-up 
in 46.91. Gater placed fourth in 50.01 
and fi’eshman Addison Rocco was ninth 
in 58.27. All three ladies set their PR 
in that race.

Harmon, Gater and Hilton also 
teamed with Amya’s big sister, junior 
Payton Gater, to win the 4x400-meter 
relay at the end of the day in 4:12.59.

In the field, TK senior Emma Dyk­
house won the shot put with a personal 
record throw of 35-4 and senior team­
mate Lilly McKeown also set her PR 
with a seventh-place mark of 30-9.

TK also had runner-up finishes in 
the girls ’ meet from Amya Gater in the 
long jump at 15-4 and Hilton in the pole 
vault with a PR of 9-0. Payton Gater 
was third in the high jump at 4-6 and 
third in the long jump at 15-3.75, while 
also adding a runner-up time of 1:01.47 
in the 400-meter dash. Dykhouse added 
a fifth-place long jump mark of 14-8.5. 
Kimberlin Zavalza-Nava was fourth in 
the high jump for TK also clearing 4-6.

TK senior Ava Crews placed second 
in the 1600-meter dash for TK in 5 min­
utes 34.48 seconds and second in the 
800-meter run with a time of 2:32.31.

The TK ladies outscored runner-up

Plainwell 852-707 at the top of the 
seven-team standings. Coopersville 
was third with 702.5 points.

TK ladies filled the top ofthe standings. 
In the 100-meter dash TK had Jordyn 
Fitros fourth, Dykhouse fifth and Sydney 
Martin ninth. In the 200, Fitros was third 
and Martin seventh. Behind Payton Gater 
in the 400, Claira Kovich was ninth and
Madison Kietzman tenth. Int he 800, TK
had Isla Tilleman fifth and Peyton Hardy 
seven±. There were three TK ladies in 
±e top ten in ±e 1600 too with Hardy 
eighth and Breanna Schut ten±. In the 
3200 TK had Carmen Reynolds seventh
and Alaina McCrumb ninth.

TK also had teams third in the 4x 100
meter relay, third in the 4x200-meter re­
lay and fourth in the 4x800-meter relay.

Wayland took the boys’ champi­
onship on the day with 893 points. 
Plainwell was second in the boys’ meet 
with 718 points. The TK boys placed 
fifth as a team.

TK senior Jacob Draaisma got his 
outdoor season off to an outstanding 
start winning the 1600-meter run in 4 
minutes 44.17 seconds and the 800-me- 
ter run in 2:03.82.

The TK boys had a pair of top ten fin­
ishes in two field events. Camden Peter - 
was sixth in the high jump at 5-4 and 
Jackson Smith also cleared 5-4 to place 
eighth. Junior Luke Archer was sixth in 
the pole vault clearing 9-6 and senior 
Hunter Tietz placed ninth getting over 
the bar at 9-0. Senior Jake Kelley added 
a tenth-place mark of 3 8-9 in the shot put.

Trojan sophomore Brandon Velting 
set his PR in a couple sprints placing 
sixth in the 400-meter dash in 53.96 and 
tenth in the 200-meter dash in 24.75. 
Another sophomore, Ethan Strait, 
was seventh in the 3200-meter run in 
11:47.42 for TK and he also placed 
tenth in the 1600 in 5:24.52.
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Continued from Page 9

■ The County Press
■ Lapeer Area View
■ Genesee County View
■ Huron County View
■ Sanilac County News
■ Your Buyer’s Guide
■ Jeffersonian

■ Tri-County Times
■ Daily News
■ Tri-County Citizen
■ Oxford Leader
■ Lake Orion Review
■ Clarkston News
■ The Citizen

■ The Lowell Ledger
■ The Hastings Banner
■ Buyer’s Guide & News
■ Ad-Visor & Chronicle
■ Battle Creek Shopper News
■ The Sun and News
■ The Reminder

Phillips and Frank Wilkinson and senior 
Jordan Rowley.

“We really like our team’s potential. 
They are a very hardworking team and 
are very supportive of their teammates,” 
coach Kaminski said.

Missing out on those early season 
matches and inconsistent opportunities 
to be outside have led the Trojans, and 
likely most teams, with some work to do 
around the greens.

“It is early in the year but we need to 
work on our short game. Being able to 
recover from a missed shot with a good 
short game is critical for consistency,” 
Kaminski said.
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