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County officials move forward with agreement to protect park

Part of that vow now includes putting a conservation
easement on the property to ensure that, regardless of
what government entity might own it in the future, only
minimal development may be completed on the land.

“Back, about two years ago, when we first started
discussing the Bailey Nature Preserve ownership ... we
were also discussing the conservation easement con-
cept and having that placed on the property,” said Dan
Patten, Barry County Parks and Recreation director.

“This is just the culmination of that and the next step
in the process for that,” he added.

After clearing the Committee of the Whole, the
measure will be placed on the agenda for the county
board’s next regular meeting for final approval.

A couple of commissioners at Tuesday’s committee
meeting did seek clarification on the concept of a con-
servation easement, concerned that such an agreement
might handcuff the county from making any necessary
changes to the park in the future.

Patten assured commissioners that the parks depart-

ment had worked alongside the Southwest Michigan
Land Conservancy to create an agreement that had the
foresight to address any enhancements needed for the
park.

The agreement includes a carve-out that allows the
county 50,000 square feet to carry out projects, such as
vaulted toilets for hikers or a kayak launch. The agree-
ment also does not restrict the county from completing
necessary maintenance work, including clearing trees. =

“We’re trying to preserve it in the most natural state it
can and this 1s certainly an act that will do that,” Patten
said.

David Hatfield, the county board’s vice chairman,
pointed out that the move is simply a belated step in
the agreement that was made from the very beginning.

“We would not have been given this property if we
did not agree in concept to what is being proposed,” he
said. “It’s kind of after the fact — this was all a part of
the original gift. We’re just honoring the commitment
we made to them back when we accepted the parcel.”

Jayson Bussa
Contributing Writer

Barry County officials are taking the necessary legal
steps to ensure the natural preservation of the county’s
newest park.

During its Committee of the Whole meeting
on Tuesday, July 15, the Barry County Board of
Commissioners continued its efforts to approve a
conservation easement agreement with Southwest
Michigan Land Conservancy for the Bailey Nature
Preserve.

Ownership of the park, which is located in Assyria
Township and includes Metcalf Lake, was transferred
to Barry County last year from its previous owner, the
City of Battle Creek.

The Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy worked
with both Battle Creek and Barry County to transfer
the 160-acre parcel, which county officials have vowed
to make only minimal upgrades to in order to maintain
the area’s natural beauty.
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M Hastings council
completes first read of
proposed ordinance

Jayson Bussa
Contributing Writer

The Hastings City Council com-
pleted the first reading of an ordi-
nance that would install guidelines
on how downtown businesses may
utilize the sidewalks outside of their
establishments during its regular
scheduled meeting Monday, July 14.

“In years past, whether it was
items on the sidewalk or whether
it was goods or wares being sold
by the merchants inside, it would
require a stay of the ordinance, like
during sidewalk sales,” said Dan
King, the city’s community devel-
opment director and zoning admin-
istrator.

“This ordinance gives a little more
flexibility to the merchants so they
can pull some things out on the
sidewalk, some additional signage
or some chairs, basically to make
the downtown a little more inviting
and to offer people who are window
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Hastings High School senior Audrey Wieringa (right) answers questions from judges during the non-livestock project
judging at the Barry County Fair. The judging took place on Saturday, July 12, and allows students to submit projects in
a variety of disciplines, from painting and drawing to metal work, scrapbooking and ceramics. Photo by Jayson Bussa

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

A couple youngsters zipped through the dark midway Mon-
day night, zig-zagging from one ride to the next.

They took turns standing in front of the signs measuring
whether or not they were too tall, too small or just the right
height to run through a fun house or ride each ride.

The Elliott’s Amusements at the 2025 Barry County Fair,
where “Kids Rock” were set to start spinning Tuesday after-
noon —Kicking the fair into high gear on what was expected to
be the hottest day of the week with temperatures approaching
90 degrees.

Temperatures in the Hastings area are forecast to dip down
into the upper 70s for Thursday and Friday, July 17-18. There
are some predictions of scattered rain showers throughout the

rest of the fair week.,

The midway amusements open at 3 p.m. Thursday and
Friday and then get rolling at noon on Saturday, July 19. The
fairgrounds are open from 8 a.m. until at least 10:30 p.m. now
through Saturday.

The 4-H events kicked off with Youth Dog Judging in the
show arena Saturday morning, July 12. Youth Non-Livestock
Judging was held throughout the day. Rabbit, Cavy and poultry
took the 4-H spotlight the following day on Sunday, July 13.

Open class home economic entries like photographs, paint-
ings, jellies and jams, vegetables, breads, antiques, crochet
and quilted items, etc., started making their way into the expo
building Sunday afternoon and judging took place in those

See FAIR on 2

shopping a little more hands-on
action with the merchants,” King
added.

The ordinance, which was only
reviewed and not voted on, dictates
that merchandise loading must be
done within alleys and back entranc-
es (when present) of downtown
businesses, ensuring that items are
not stacked on the front sidewalk,
and do not impede foot traffic or the
view of the businesses.

Meanwhile the ordinance report-
edly would permit movable sales
racks and temporary seating,

See OUTDOORS on 5
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lconic cereal manufacturer WK
Kellogg Co. is set to be under new
ownership,

Officials of the Battle Creek-based
company, along with representa-
tives from the ltahan family-owned
Ferrero Group, announced Thursday,
July 10, that the two companies had
entered into an agreement that would
see Ferrero acquire Kellogg for $23
per share in cash, representing a total
value of $3.1 billion.

The acquisition, which includes the
manufacturing, marketing and distri-
bution of WK Kellogg's portfolio of
breakfast cereals across the United
states, Canada and the Caribbean,

s reportedly part of Ferrero’s plan
for strategic growth and expands
the company’s reach with renowned
brands and strong consumer rele-
vance.

Italian company to buy iconic cereal-maker

THE HASTINGS BANNER

e e — i

After the transaction closes. offi-
cials stated that Battle Creek will
remain a core location for the compa-
ny and will be Ferrero’s headquarters
for North America cereal.

“We believe this proposed transac-
tion maximizes value for our shar-
eowners and enables WK Kellogg
Co. to write the next chapter of our
company 's storied legacy,” said
Gary Pilnick, Kellogg's chairman
and CEQ. “Since becoming an inde-
pendent public company in October
2023, we have made excellent
progress on our jouney to become
a more focused and more profitable
business — driven by our tremendous
people and a winning culture — all
while building a strong foundation
for future growth.

“Joming Ferrero will provide WK

See CEREAL-MAKER on 5
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Kids enjoy some of the first rides on the mechanical swin gs Tuesd: ﬂy
afternoon, July 15, at the Barry County Fair, held at the Barry Expo Center. The

172nd annual fair continues through Saturday. Photo by Jayson Bussa

FAIR

Continued from Page 1

classes beginning Monday morning.

Audrey Wieringa, who will be a senior
at Hastings High School this fall, entered
the non-livestock division for both draw-
ing and painting. She said that she embrac-
es the criticism from the judges because it
helps her perfect her art over time.

“There are certain guidelines overall
that you have to follow,” said Wieringa,
who also showed chickens and rabbits
at this year’s fair. “You want to show
that you're putting in effort and can talk
through your technique, why you came up
with the design, what you did to prepare
yourself and why you chose the medium.”

While students like Wieringa are the
ones who receive and benefit from the
feedback, volunteers such as Kay Burs-
ley and Melissa Willard are the ones who
give 1t out. The duo served as judges for
sewing at this year’s fair,

Bursley, the director of G.W. Spindler
Memorial Library in Woodland, said
she volunteered because a library patron
implored her to and that she “knows her
way around a crochet hook, knitting
needle and sewing machine.”

“1I'm a crocheter and I say crocheting

brings me great joy,” Bursley said. “If

it doesn’t bring me great joy, I'm not
going to do it.

*So when a child finds something that
they really love to do, then.they’re going
to have a passipn for it. It’s really like
that for everything in life.”
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Willard added that she's seen how
non-livestock projects in 4-H can plan
a seed for later in life.

"My kids did 4-H when they were
younger and one of my daughters would
enter cake decorating (projects) and that's
what she’s doing now for a job,” Willard
said. “She works as a cake decorator.”

Judging of the 4-H events continues
throughout fair week. The small animal
sale begins at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday in the
show arena. The livestock sale kicks off at
9 a.m. on Friday, also in the show arena.

The Ladies’ Day Program begins at
10 a.m. n the expo building Thursday.

All of that and more is happening
during the final days of the fair.

Grandstand events continue in the eve-
nings this week, as well with Michigan
Truck and Tractor Pullers the entertainment
on Thursday, Unique Motor Sports Off
Road Derby and Demolition Derby will be
Friday and the Michigan State Fair Super
Cross races Saturday. Those shows begin at
/ p.m. each evening with additional ticket
fees on top of the regular fair admission.

Fair admission for adults 1s $8 per day
throughout the week. Kids 8 and under
are free.

Parking s free all day every day. Credit
cards are now being accepted at the gate,
as well as cash.

For more information, as well as a
complete list of events, persons may
visit online at www.barryexpocenter.
com/fair, it e

— Freelance writer Jayson Bmsu COn-
tributed to this report.

|

Riders get put through the paces by
the mechanical bull Monday, July 14,
during one of the opening evenings
of the 2025 Barry County Fair. The
fair runs through Saturday, July 19.
Photo by Brett Bremer

A pig lounges in its pen at the hog
barn during the Barry County Fair,
which runs through Saturday, July
19. Photo by Jayson Bussa

CLASSIFIED ADS

Jennie Yonker

conditions in the applicable rate card or advertising |
contract, copies of which are available from the Ad Dept.,
1351 N M-43 Hwy., Hastings, M1 49058 (269-945-9554).
This newspaper reserves the right not to accept an
advertiser’s order. Our ad takers have no authority to bind
this newspaper and only publication of an ad constitutes
acceptance of the advertiser’s order.

ADVERTISING MANAGER: Chris Silverman
csilverman@mihomepaper.com

Peslmesler Send a‘ddress changes to;
The Hastings Banner
1351 N M-43 Hwy., Hastings, MI 49058

NEWSPAPER RATES
Mailed periodicals postage paid at Hastings, M1 49058
and additional offices. Published Thursday.
Barry County.........cccccvnvunnes
Adjoining Counties.............
Elsewhere in Michigan.......
Elsewhere in U.S. ..........coooiminmnsinsnnens
BINGIE COBY .- ariinscisviovaiaias ssrstarchnaspis taves oy

....... $78/yr. or $14/mo |

THE HASTINGS BANNER
" CONTACTUS Ly [ DELIVERY PRIVILEGE OF RESPONSE
CONTARY Eb : POV : , Circulation Hours ......... Mon.-Th. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. | Persons who believe they have been

are always invited 10 telephone or
to make a written response. See the
Opinion Page for contact information
and our letters policy.

sl hnw Py 34 ASZOC A T

......................... $85/yr. | Copyright 2025
......................... $Qﬂ.fyr. ©2025 Jams Media, LLC
$90/yr. All Rights Reserved
$1.50 Printed in the U.S.

e ® * R e

=

: T”‘"mu E*'L K ¥ .-5 I o

o hogice untel] S aeinis

ol
L “l‘;‘
!' . fﬁ‘
" -l'ﬁ‘ '...; ) "y U.'__r'
i’ I' ll & |
b v i';,
| .'ff‘ )
4 I
r .

— o —

-l—"f*"_ .

. n ._bl ...—-_h.—‘l."*‘"‘

h‘-

N | g '-'---:1-:
L LA 3 .Lh_Lh



SHERRIFFGOSLIN.COM/BAnLECREEK
mihomepaper.com
http://www.hastingsbanner.com
mailto:mmacleod@mihomepaper.com
mailto:classifiedads@hastingsbanner.com
http://www.barryexpocenter
mailto:csilveriTian@mihomepaper.com
mailto:csilverman@mihomepaper.com

WWW Hoshngsﬂonner com

Bret! Bremer
Sports Editor

The North Country National Scenic Trail
winds along Hall L ake's westem edgenthe
Yankee Springs Recreation Area, as well as
a bt of the lake’s namesake trail.

Not far from where those two paths
coalesce, there is a perpetual lean-to “fort™
in a section of pine forest that has served as
a playhouse for generations of youngsiers.
A boat ramp on the southeastemn tip of the
lake has been used by families of anglers
for decades as they look to snag bass, perch,
bluegill and the like.

The lake’s edge will slowly move away
from the trails and the lean-to over the com-
ng months, and it appears eventually the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources
may look into putting in a carry down boat
ACCESs site.

But, MDNR officials also announced
Friday, July 11, that the state agency 1S
moving forward this summer with a phased
plan for drawing down Hall Lake Damto a
lower lake elevation - Eﬁlibilmmmn*
edly addresses safety issues with the Bamy
County impoundment, while also allowing
for continued recreation use at Hall Lake,
according to state officials.

A routine spring inspection followed by
an engincering analysis of the dam led the
Michigan Department of Environment,
Creat Lakes and Energy 1o 1ssue an emer-
gency drawdown order.

he MDNR will immedately apply
for the necessary permitting o begin the
gradual drawdown, which will begin later
this month. The final project drawdown 1s
expected to be complete by fall 2026 and 1s
funded by an MDEGLE Dam Risk Reduc-
ton Grant. Those grant funds must be spent
by October 2026,

“Given its classification as a signuificant
hazard dam, the worsening condition of the
culvert and embankment, the prohubitive
cost estimates to undertake replacement
by the state or local municipality, and the
nsk of expiration of grant funding for the
project, reducing the lake level by decom-
missioning, or drawing down, of Hall Lake
Dam 1s the only viable option,” said Joseph
Jandermnoa, park manager at Yankee Springs
Recreation Area.

Not everyone is in favor of the project,
however. At its regular meeting Thursday
night, July 10, the Yankee Springs Township
Board of Trustees unanimously adopted a

resolution to support the preservation of
the Hall Lake Dam, marking a firm stance
against state plans to drain the lake.

Yankee Springs Township trustee Dave
VanHouten and Supervisor Rob Heethuis
voiced strong opposition to the state’s plan
o ¢elimmate the Hall Lake Dam, citing
concems over environmental impact and
community loss.

VanHouten, who attended a recent
MDNR and MDEGLE meeting, said no
¢lear explanation was provided for why Hall
Lake was targeted beyond a general liability
reduction iitiative,

Theboard voted, 5-0, toadopt aresolution
opposing the dam's removal and authorized
Clerk Tom Hopkins to draft letters to Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer and the MDNR advo-
cating for the dam'’s preservation.

“This is a beautiful lake and a vital part of

ASTNCbm

our community,  VanHouten said. “Dram-
mg it would be a huge mistake ™

Ornignally an eight-acre lake about 6-feet
deep, the Gun Lake Road embankment
raised the water level about 6 feet when
it was installed A water control structure
added in the mid-1960s raised the lake
another six feet. Hall Lake currently covers
roughly 46 acres.

MDNR officials reported that its Parksand
Recreation Divisson met with vanous units
of local government and other non-govem-
mental organizations todiscuss the possibility
of transfernng ownership of Hall Lake Dam.
Lnjmmclv mgmpuaaablctocmm

According 1o reports, MNDR Park and

Recreation officials are no longer leading
any efforts to find a new owner and are
moving forward with plans for decom-
missioning of the dam and lowening of the
impoundment.

According to the MDNR, the phased
drawdown will protect the mtegrity of Gun
Lake Road. which runs along top of the
carthen berm dam. The project calls for an
mitial drawdown of 3 feet duning the month
of July and aboutanother 3 feet in June 2026.

A gradual drawdown of not more than 6
inches per week is planned to protect fish
and wildlife. as well as stabilize sediments
as much as MSIbIC

“Once the project is completed, a smaller
h-d\ of water will continue 1o exist for
nu[d(mr recreation, similar o its mgmal
lake size,” Jandernoa said. “And fortunately,
there are other small lakes within Yankee
Springs Recreation Area that can provide
recreational expeniences like those available
on Hall Lake. These include Williams Lake,
Long Lake, Baker Lake and ChiefNoonday
Lake.”

Repairing the dam was the clear choice
of those who voiced concerns with the plan
during a spring open house on the project.
When 1t became clear to the MDNR that
local governments and agencies were un-
able to assume full responsibilities for the
dam, state officials determined that drawing
down the impoundment was the appropnate
course of action.

During those discussions, MDNR ofh-
cials reportedly learned that dam impound-
ment conditions had worsened and would
need to be addressed quickly.

In 2022, MDNR Parks and Recreation
Division imitially engineered a project to
replace the water control structure, culvert
and a portion of the embankment. The com-
petitive bid for that first phase of dam repairs
came inatover $1 million, more than double
the onginal budget of $500,000.

An estimate for that repair now mn 2026
18 $1.1-1.3 million. That project would also
need to include a second phase of work to
address additional embankment work to
bring the dam back into comphance with
MDEGLE’s Dam Safety Unit requirements,
a phase that never got close enough to reality
to come up with an additional cost estimate.

Classified by MDEGLE as a significant
hazard dam, failure of Hall Lake Dam could
cause economic and environmental damage,
or disrupt essential services downstream,
though loss of life is unlikely. The dam

—

DNR planning Hall Lake drawdown over the next year
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources officials plan to begin a drawdown

of Hall Lake

n the Yankee Springs Recreation Area later this month as part

of the pian 1o address safety iIssues with the earthen dam beneath Gun Lake

Road. The plan is for 6 feet of water to
of 2026. Photo by Brett Bremer

also previously received a condition rating
of “poor.”

“It 1s the DNR’'s goal to ensure that Hall
Lake and surrounding amenities remain
valuable natural resources that are both
safe and sustamnable,” Jandernoa said. “The
short-term aspects of decommissioning the
dam include a gradual lowering of Hall Lake
to an approved level, removal of the outdat-

be drained from the lake level by the fall

new culvert under Gun Lake Road and full
restoration of the road.

“Long-term, the drawdown will reduce
the size and depth of Hall Lake but wall
allow this body of water as well as the
North Country Trail and Hall Lake Trail
10 remam. Once the new lake level 1s
established, the DNR will also explore
replacing the existing boating access site

ed water control structures. installation of a

with a carry-down access site.”

Jayson Bussa
Contnbuting Writer

['he Barry County Board of Com-
missioners is filling a vacancy on the
County Community
Health Authonty Board and doing so
withan individual who wields decades
of experience in the field.

Commissioners conducted inter-
views for the vacant seat on the
| 2-person board on Tuesday moming,
July 15, during their Committee of the

Barn

Whole meeting.

[he county received two applica-
tions for the seat, but only one indi-
vidual went through with the interview
process. [ hat was Jerry Wilson of
Irving Township, who i1s now retired

‘Commissioners tap mental
health veteran to fill vacancy

after spending decades in the world of

mental health.

Wilson reportedly holds a bache-
lor’s degree in psychology, a master’s
degree in social work and a doctorate
in higher education administration.
He was a county mental health ad-

Mental

ministrator for 15 years, taught social

a
|
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work for 10 years and formed a mental
health foundation in Cass County in
1991 that 1s stull in operation today.
“1"ve been bumping around mental
health for the last 45 years or so,
son said during his interview Tuesday.
“I'mretirednow ...
plenty of time.”
His term on the local mental health
board will expire on March 31, 2028,
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Should you trust a ‘finfluencer’?

In the age of social media,
it’s easy to find advice on just
about anything — including
how 10 manage your money.
Content creators known as

Unlike traditional financial
advisors, finfluencers don't
know your unique goals, fi-
nancial situation or risk toler-
ance. And likely, they're not

“finfluencers” short for  hcensed (you can check here:
financial influencers — use  Check Out Your Investment
platforms like TikTok, You-  Professional | Investor.gov).
Tube and Instagram to share  Even well-meaning guidance
their takes on mvesting, bud-  might lead you down a risky

geting and building wealth.
Many of them are chans-
matic and relatable, and they
often speak from personal
expenence. But while ther
confent may be engaging,
taking financial advice from
a finfluencer without digging
dwpu'can come with signif-

While some finfluencers

path if it’s not tailored to your
needs. And unfortunately,
some finfluencers have ex-
ploited the trust they build
with followers to promote
questionable investments or
outright frauds.

Warning signs to watch
for

Here are a few signs that a
finfluencer’s advice may be

may have formal training worth avoiding:

or credentials, many do not. * Unrealistic “get-rich”
Instead, their influence stems  promises: Claims  like,
from their popularity rather  “Turn $500 into $50,000 in a

- than professional experience.

But popular advice may not
necessarily be good advice

A 2025 study by the Swiss

- Finance Institute even found

tors, social media can make
finance feel accessible. In
fact, a 2022 FINRA study

says that more than 60% of

year,” are highly improbable
and may indicate a scam.

* Hurry, hurry: Be wary
of advice that pressures you
to act fast or plays on fear of

that unskilled finfluencers missing out. Important finan-

typically have larger follow- cial decisions shouldn’t come
ings than skilled ones. with a countdown clock.

Why be cautious? + Flashy displays of

. For young or new inves- wealth: Images of luxury

cars, watches or cash can be
more about generating views
than offering sound advice.
If a finfluencer is trying that

Americans younger than 35 hard to convince you to take
' get investing information  an action, it ofien means they
from these platforms. But so-  will profit — perhaps they’ll
. c1al media isn’t regulated the  get paid to promote a product
' same way ftraditional finan-  or service, or eam a fee for
cial advising is, so anyone, referring you, or are trying to
| qualified or not, can offer fi-  boost clicks and followers to
 hancialtips. eammore.

—_— — e —— —————

What vou can do

\

* Do your own home- |

work. Don’t take finfluenc-
ers’ advice at face value,
Cross-check 1t with reliable
sources. T'he finfluencer may
even be under investigation
by a federal or state secun-
ties regulator. Talking to a li-
censed financial advisor you
trust can help you discem
good advice from the bad.

* Recognize conflicts of
interest. | a finfluencer pro-
motes a product or service,
find out if they're being paid
0 do so. And remember,
online personalities make

money by generating high |

viewership, not because their

advice has a track record of |

SUCCESS.
« Use common sense.

When something sounds too |

good to be true, it usually
15. And of course, never dis-

close your bank or brokerage |

account numbers to a finflu-
encer, and never send money.
Finfluencers can make fi-
nancial topics more engaging
and accessible. But when 1t
comes 10 your money, a so-
cial media video from some-
one who doesn’t know you
15 no substitute for informed,
personalized guidance. Take
the time to venfy, research
and, when in doubt, seek ad-
vice from a professional.

This article was writ-
ten by Edward Jones for
use by your local Edward

Jones Financial Advisor

Edward Jones,
SIPC

Member

—_— - —_ — —— . e s
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‘Dawn Patrol’ returns
to Hastings airport

Jayson Bussa
Contributing Writer

After taking a year off, the popular
“Dawn Patrol Pancake Breakfast™ once
again landed at the Hastings City/Barry
County Airport on Saturday, July 12,

The local airport hosted the event.
which included an all-you-can-eat pan-
cake breakfast in the airport’s hangar,
vintage car cruise-in and a chance to
fly the friendly skies thanks to the five
volunteer pilots.

The annual Dawn Patrol has been go-
ing strong for over adecade and is hosted
by the Hastings Flying Association, a
group focused on promoting the local
airport to the rest of the community. For
2025, HFAmembers got some help from
the Middleville Lions Club, Middleville
Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts, and the
Thormapple Flying Academy.

And, thisyear’seventreportedly saw a
steady flow of attendees, most of whom
gathered on the airport grounds to enjoy
the pancake breakfast, in addition to a
series of raffles and prize giveaways.

One of the main attractions, however,
for some was the opportunity to check
off a bucket list item and cruise the open
skies around Hastings and Barry County
in a light aircraft.

A threat of potential rain and gusty
winds lingered in the area, but it would
not hamper the opportunity for those
who purchased the opportunity to take a
flight around the portions of the county.

THE HASTINGS BANNER
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day, July 12, for the annual Dawn Patrol

Pancake Breakfast, which includes an all-you-can-eat breakfast and the opportunity to purchase a flight around the
area in a light aircraft. Photo by Jayson Bussa

T'he flights were open to passengers
of all ages.

“It’s fun seeing their faces,” said Brad
Knowles, arelatively new addition to the
HFA who was coordinating flights for
Dawn Patrol.

“Little kids are usually pretty quiet or
maybe nervous at first but they think it’s
cool,” he added. “A lot of time, with 16-
or 17-year-olds, or maybe those in their

low 20s, they get that look like ‘Wow, |
want to do more of this.””

Knowles has been a pilot for 22 years
— most of his career included flying he-
licopters for the U.S. Army and Coast
Guard — and currently flies corporate
airplanes out of Lansing.

While certainly not the primary reason
for the Dawn Patrol event, organisers
stated any time a kid or young adult

becomes interested in aviation, it’s a win
for the industry as a whole which, like
many others, is always looking to build
a pipeline of young talent to continue
staffing necessary jobs.

“The only 1ssue 1s that it takes so long
to make a pilot or a mechanic in this
industry,” Knowles added. “It takes so
long to get that level of experience.”

Council OKs temporary post

Dennis Mansfield
Staff Writer

The Lake Odessa Village Council is
hoping atemporary twist in its nearly two-
year search for a new, full-time manager
might pay long-term dividends.

Council members voted unanimously,
7-0, at a special meeting Thursday, July
10, to approve a recommendation for
interim Manager Gregg Guetschow to
promote current village employee, Jacob

ADMINISTRATIVE

Hason, a member of the Lake Odessa’s
Department of Public Works staff, to
the role of administrative assistant on a
temporary basis.

According to discussions at the July 10
special meeting, Hanson would imme-
diately begin to serve in the temporary
administrative position two days a week
for three months. He would continue with
his DPW duties the other three days of
each week.

ASSISTANT

— NOW HIRING —

View Newspaper Group is seeking a
Front Office Administrative Assistant
in our Hastings Banner/Reminder office

« Full and Part time positions

- Monday - Friday

- Competitive Hourly wage

- Fringe benefits available to
qualified full time employees

Please email resume to Jill Nichols, Controller
jnichols@mihomepaper.com

® The County Press

¥ Lapeer Area View

W Genesee County View

® Huron County View

¥ Sanilac County News
Your Buyer's Guide

N Jeffersonian

Tri-County Times
2 Daily News
¥ Tri-County Citizen
W Oxford Leader
W Lake Orion Review
! Clarkston News
¥ The Citizen

Vl EWm.qm?ga' Group

¥ The Lowell Ledger

¥ The Hastings Banner

¥ Buyer's Guide & News

% The Sun and News

» Ad-Visor & Chronicle

w Battle Creek Shopper News
| The Reminder

W St. Clair Area View
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in search for new manager

Jacob Hanson (at left) addresses members of the Lake Odessa Village
Council during a special meeting Thursday, July 10. At the meeting,
council members unanimously voted to recommend Hanson, who currently
works for the village's Department of Public Works, be promoted to a
temporary role as an administrative assistant under interim Manager Gregg
Guetschow. Photo by Dennis Mansfield

Village President Karen Banks said
Hanson’s progress mentoring under
Guetschow would be evaluated at the
end of the three-month trial period, both
by Guetschow and council members. If
deemed successful, Hanson could then
be promoted to the position of deputy
manager and continue his apprenticeship
under Guetschow for up to another year.

“If everything goes well, that would be
the next progression,” Banks said. “It’s
not automatic.

“Everything is an unknown right now,
she added.

Hanson would also be given the option,
after the initial trial period, to decline
stepping up to the deputy manager’s role
and return to his DPW post.

Village officials had created the deputy
manager’s post, based on a suggestion
by Guetschow, after ending yet another
hiring search for a full-time manager 1n
December 2024 without offering the job
to either of two finalists. In hopes of at-
tracting a broader range of applicants, the
council agreed to the new deputy manager
position, with plans for the individual to
be mentored by Guetschow for a year be-
fore then being considered for promotion
to manager.

But, the hiring process took a surprise
turn recently when the council’s top pick
for deputy manager, William Joseph,
informed Guetshow he was withdrawing
his name from consideration.

“It’s a personal decision on his part,”

o

m_.-\

917-983-0994

* Closed-Cell Foam Insulatio
» Blown-in Attic Insulation

Start Saving Today ~ Use Spray Foam

Guetshow said at the time.

Guetschow had already made a “con-
ditional” offer to Joseph, the former Mt.
Pleasant mayor and Paw Paw village man-
ager, for the position of deputy manager.
That was following a unanimous vote by
council members on June 16 recommend-
ing Joseph for the position.

Council members then quickly moved
from Joseph to Hanson, who was re-
portedly the only internal candidate to
have applied for the position and also
interviewed with the council at a May
31 special meeting. A village employee
since 2014, Hanson holds a bachelor's
degree in business administration, with a
major in human resources, from Western
Michigan University.

In his opinion, Guetschow had said
Hanson remained as the “next best
choice,” despite his lack of experience
and knowledge in administration, as well
as concerns “‘we don’t want to set Jake
up to fail.”

The village has been without a full-time
manager since December 2023. That's
when council members agreed to a separa-
tionagreement with then Village Manager
Ben Geiger less than seven months after
his accepting the job in May of that year.

According to Guetschow, the council
has started hiring searches three times
since then, a factor that would likely cause
potential applications some concernif the
village were to repost the position in the

near future.
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ments from Battle Cr
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wWded “WK h-_*Halg:;,:l (. Nas
| strong commutment to Battle C reek
nce its formation. We are hopeful that
s commiitment ‘J.l” continue under
Ferrero’s ownership,’

U.S. Rep. Bill Huzenga, R-MI, also
relcased a statement regarding the
announced acquisition by Ferrero

' [ (OF PCNCTAaLIONS. 1!\ h P\.L'”w-_f‘._‘ L O
has been synonymous with Battle
Lreck. \I.IIL'II ”l:’;!;"L‘T el who f‘-.‘;“'
psents the state s 4th Congressional
| hstrict

wve worked hand-<in<hand to make the

L he company and community

Crreater Battlie C reek arca a wonderful

- o
W b 11N

¢, Work and raisc a famh

| am optimistic that Ferrero will fol
LYW 'ii!’t*ll,‘h on this commuitment to the
ity o Hattle 'L\-L-L and 1| wil CONLINLK
W | F" i m 11{[ sAUITC ..'i'*iH|*P-.|"w nuy I~'i

ind are created here in Southwes!
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\ccording to company ofhcaals
Ferrero and its afthihated companies in

h, 4 ) T ; J+ 4 ‘AR %
Wi \TI.-..HL-L CLITENLY hu,il ITHNY

than 14,000 employees across 22 plants
i 1] othees
| he North Amenca portiolio report-

cdly includes such brands as Nutella.
Kinder, i€ Tac and Ferrero Rocher,

as well as Amencan brands such as

H jicringer, ANeehier and Famous
uUnos. 11 also ingludes confectioneny
brands like Jelly Bellyv. NERDS and
Lrolly, and frozen treat brands including
Hiue Bunny, Bomb Pop and Halo Top

Lrawing upon Its previous success-
ul X ‘*i‘”"*“"”“ in the United States,
Ferrero plans to invest in and grow WK
Kellogg Co's iconic brands including
-"\L'H":{F-H Frosted Flakes, Froot | OUPS,
Special K, Rice Knspies and more that
are well-loved by Amencan consumers

WK Kelloge Co has been in oper-
ation for nearly 120 vears, while
Ferrero has been in operation for more
than 75 vears

1 am thnlied to welcome WK
Nelloge Co. 1o the Ferrero ( iTl‘llP."mllti
Lovanm l errem. the k'iftllp,lllf'h s CALL-
utive charman. *“1his 1s more than just
an acguisition - 1t represents the com-
ing together of two companies, cach
with a proud legacy and generations of
loval consumers
“This news 1s a key milestone in that
journey, giving us conhidence in the
opportunities ahead.”

Upon the successful completion of
the transaction. shares of Kellogg 's
common stock will no longer trade on
the New York Stock Exchange and the
company will become a wholly owned
subsidiary of Ferrero.

I'he agreement reportedly has
been unanimously approved by the
Kellogg's Board of Directors.

I'he transaction 1s subject to approval
by Kellogg shareowners, regulaton
approvals and other closing conditions,
and 1s currently expected to close in the
second half of 2025,

~John Hendler
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Spindlers
celebrated their
65th
wedding
anniversary

James indg -llane
Spingier from Hastings, M

celebrated INeitr steilg
HE'T’JH'-'__J iriruversary
june 26 025 The
Spingdlers met o e
They were engaged for tw

years until they wed on

JUNe 20, 1

They moved to Hastings
in 1966 where they raised
their five childres

Ellarie 3 1 retired

giemeniary eacher who
" ! r" 1 am rfTar '
'-1..!4 ' 2 'L 1'1 =4 -1
Northeastlern Etlementary
ang Jir Nerwise xnown
| §5 1 O ' 3 retiren
jeneral practice pnysician
T?-,{: ,}‘.\“ OcCc e * f!l"f

marmage was not only love
and their Chnstian faith,
but their abiiity 1o laugh
together

Their children HMeilo!
Hormn, Sandy Hisey, Anna
Spindler and Chnsty Troy
Senda ineir ove and
ongratuiations on (nis

momenious occasion

OUTDOORS

u"i.li.”“'l'fi g TUISINGSS OWTICTS XX
sales space and gam the cxposure |
comes with displaying ntems outside

Insplays and seating must be
associated with a permanent busi
NCSS OPCTAlng withun the adiacen!
bullding and ["'LILL‘li 1S Close U
butlding as “reasonably possibl
per the ordinancs

A mmmum of S feet of unobstru
cd j"‘t‘ti'. gt
walk must also be mamtamed. The
cannot exceed | 50 squ
feet or 20 lincar feet of frontage,
will only be present in the publi
nght-of-way during business hou

| he ordin
sidewalk cates and dinmg platfon
permits. | hat includes any portios
of the public nght-of-way permut!
10 be used DY & lm:nwd foOd so

LSS ..lll'”__' .**'H..' 'n].i‘:

1. . j
SLICS ICK

-F'

IRC -ll-:l ‘--L'L‘L'-. 0 dq}m"

¢stablishment
Under the proposed ordinance, |

city would 1ssue permits lasting n
loneer than one L.||L‘nd.ll' yCar AN
| to Nov. | ~ 10 use a portion of !
public nght-of-way for dining

b stablishments, however. would
have 1o meet several reguirement
such as all furmiture and décor m
be temporary and i comphance
both bunkding and fire codes. The busi-
NeSSES 1i‘|.l"tiil! Uh‘_"ﬂ N .lhh: 1 CONGuUct
sales or serve patrons in the outdoco
arcas mmmsam in nndn;;];:

“]}Hw ~~.-¢*]"qu Jd lt‘l Ol l_ht: ISSUCS
”Lil We V¢ th INCT l.hc YEars wii
pv:nplc Just puiiing lhinga OUR (1
the nght-of-way),” Hastings Ma
Dave Tossava sard of the ordinance
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Larry & Jane
Neil Celebrate
65th Wedding

Anniversary

. -
Yy O - L= " L
P P - g g 1
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L] 1: ,.'Lr . [ t_- - ~1- Ii b
" b ..__h

nmn L oht wWeE’'e

1 wWith threeé Cn '[1']7’1_-_'41"1

randchiidren and 24

at grandchildren. Please

D them cCelebrate with

rds. Cargs can beé maned

4005 E. State Hd
fastings. Ml 45058

Council hears
proposal to buy
city-owned parcel

Jayson Bussa

'
I }1 d Y . 1S TOLOINYELU A
. VAaCcant parccl
1- outhea de of the ¢
'i } LIy s I N U 1] 1
L'wu.'li"'-,' A -l iri\
\ j \ 1’:',‘:\-11' } 14 " '1:,."
g S11) ""'.I'Jri'l : ~ | V1t
(M) 1 NeEXtI Im
i 1y bhoth N ;
NIl * I T ICIiC | ¢l ol land
OCalcd L] "il.l'u“ ' .f"fa'ri'l‘
MO NE vicinity ol l"'[ N 11.,".._ !1!.“1-!
SCTVICL
L Jan K 11 * 1TV S community deve
RAL i - 5.1 r i NISry
Lor, Saia 1 . Wi } hax Tth?
"I-!Lli i " ™ 1 tl* (1 u.*L
However, City ofhick ortedly hay
M 01 1 ) A 1he Droneny
SOMe interest N propeny Degal
percolating at the beginning of last yed
"l"ll.i | LW '?"1._ CIHN IS TW ;“fl‘;"‘l"nl!"- { ]

s desk that would use the property for
NOLUSINEG. 1 "' 1IN grass L,.||.", tir”'. Ch
L‘:JHHT:-

l i'I!'iL'T-.HIJ sOon duo ‘i.1_:‘ v 111 A 1.1 i
Helder. who already mamtain some renta
properties in Hastings, submitted one ol
the proposals. |1he other came from a
hl..'-i“u'}-IHITL'F 1 Il‘lL |:li'1't~.‘ h .IIL*'.iI'J indus
try, Allen Edwin Homes

| he Helders are aima
L‘r—t_h‘."i-nl‘. l:m;n...li‘.;’ 1oy th [“.!'--.." in ‘.I‘!U

\i}a. 1l ! ti\.’siH

reportedly plans to build 17 10 19 sin-

(o bring hgh
form of townhouses. whik

LIL farmily, detached homes that include
3=, 4- and S<bedroom models

Marv Helder said his project al
Monday's meeting, acknowledging the
housing crisis that has gnpped Hastings
ng. 1t needs hous-

1!1'3 ?.iﬂll thdt 11

“The city needs how
ing bad.” he saud. “1 ¢
the last month. the towns! p o the west
01 us just AP ON ed a new Meyer. That's
) ncw ¢n I“IH_A ¢S CcOming o ”;l"ﬂlh;_’ﬁ
10 spend their money here and live.”

Helder added that his tean would ook
to utihize townhomes, condos or duplexes
10 create altordable and de
W hhh I'r:: said was more conducive to !hk.'

NOUSING,

P.ITLL‘III!’IJIHLHHH!JL'l..:t'h."l]iil."'r Healso
said, |lli.'-]l|"*-,”h.,‘_‘-. could build rental town-
houses that would be set up with sewer
and water to cach. That would allow the
units 1o be sold as single-family attached
housing in five to 10 years

According to Helder, traditional, sin-
gle-family homes were not the move for
[hl.' A Il}. - IV ﬂl..‘d [‘I’l*;’-'-_'f'_'

“Unless you want 10 make some
mighty big changes to lot sizes and build
some /N I-\qu;irg-!a ot homes. there 1S JUSt
no way to justify the expense of putting
In a road, putting in sewer and buillding
single-family homes,  he said

YOU'RE NOT JUST OUR READERS.

You’'re our friends, our family, our neighbors... and

our future.
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CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD,
CALL 269-945-9554

L
s/
LN

<

J
)

2oth, 2025 from 10:00am 1 700pm
EDT. Bids can aiso be placed up 0 30
days in advance on the websile. As-
sistance s avalable for those without
computer of iInlernel access
Incompiete or voded sales from the
August 26th, 2025 aucton, | any

will be re-offered on September 26th
2025 from 10:00am 0 7:00pm EDT.
Unsoid tax reverted real estate from
gither of the previous auctons, if any
will be re- offered on October 315!
2025 in a sealed- bid auchon_ Al bids
must be placed by 700 pm EDT &
this Tinal sealed-Did auchon. Answers
10 cOMmMOon quashions about the
AuUChon process and acabonal nfor
maton can be 'ound al www. lax-sale
infolag  For more information and

10 View a st of the propartes Deing
oflered, please visi! www.lax-sale. into
or call 1-800-259- 7470

Auchon kstings may also be avalable
al the County Treasurer’s office

EMPLOYMENT

WANTED: DRIVER. | LIVE n Cedar
Creek. Will pay well for nde 10 Hast-
ings mostly, or Delton for groceries,
eic. Disabed so | can not drive. Many
times a week. 269-447-4209

AT,  RESIDENTIAL &
ﬁrf»' COMMERCIAL

Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned
Year Round Pumping

” . Serving All of Barry County
- and Surrounding Areas
. —
Lyons Septic “(ank Service

“Chanks wou all for your business m
2024! W appreciate your business'

Extra long hose to protect your lawn
NEW Services offered in 2025

yephic Tank Install

LIna H.'I*[u,'lﬂ
Risers Install
Land Clearing

Light Excavation

AST RELIABLE SERVICE SINCE 1961

945-5379 623-2089
wa O N
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Douglas Wayne Forbes

Douglas Wayne Forbes, age
80, passed away on July 9,
2025

Born March 12, 1945,
to Neal angsAlice (Roerig)
Forbes, Poug grew up in West
Michigan and graduated from
Wyoming Rogers High School
in 1963. He later earned a

HEHASTINGS BANNER

OBITUARIES

VIEW OBITUARIES ONLINE. HASTINGSBANNER.COM

a house fire in Barry County
an act that helped authorities
solve a related crime.

Doug was preceded in death
Dy his parents and sisters,
Cheryl and Gwen Forbes.

He IS survived by his wife
Heather; children, Robert
Forbes, Holly (Brock) Hanson,

welding degree from Ferris
State University.

Doug spent his life working hard—as
a farmer, at the County Post in Hastings,
and as a truck driver covering both short
and long hauls. On July 25, 2015, he
married Heather Moore, and together
they shared nearly 10 loving years.

A true handyman, Doug loved working on
classic cars, restoring them, taking them
to shows, and enjoying long drives. He
was happiest building or fixing things and
was always willing to lend a hand. Doug
also enjoyed fishing now and then and was
known for his unique sense of humor.

In a moment of courage and
compassion, Doug earned the Liberty
Bell Award after rescuing residents from

Abby Miller, and John Forbes:
stepchildren, Wendy Menifee, Loree
Bosman, John (Jenn) Moore, and
Dan Moore; siblings, Nancy (David)
Kocharoff and Sandy Forbes; and many
grandchildren, nieces, and nephews.

visitation was held Sunday, July 13,
2025, with a service on Monday, July
14, 2025, all at Girrbach Funeral Home,
Hastings. A luncheon followed at the
Green Street United Methodist Church.

Memorial contributions may be made
to Faith Hospice: faithhospicecare.org/
donate, 8214 Pfeiffer Farms Drive, SW,
gyron Center, Ml 49315.

Condolences may be left at www.
girrbachfuneralhome.net.

Ellen Scott O’Laughlin

Ellen Scott O'Laughlin,
passed quietly into the arms of |88
Jesus on Sunday, July 6, 2025. h

ohe leaves behind her e
husband, Ron; brother, Paul M
Scott (Lauren); son, Scott
Banta (Kris) and daughter,
Lisa Bell; She had eight
grandchildren and 14 great
grandchildren,

She spent a large part of
her working career at Kentucky Friend
Chicken as store manager. Meeting Colonel

Together "

Sanders was one of her
favorite memories. Later she
transitioned into the insurance
Industry where she enjoyed
meeting clients and customers.

Ellen loved animals. She and
her dogs visited nursing homes
and hospitals bringing joy to
patients and staff.

A celebration of life will be
held July 19, 2025 at 1:30 p.m.

at Faith United Methodist Church, 503

Grove Street, Delton, M.

«.at the church of your choice ~
Weekly schedules of Hastings area churches
avatlable for your convenience...

HASTINGS FREE COMMUNITY LIFEGATE
METHODIST CHURCH BAPTIST CHURCH COMMUNITY
"We Exist To Be Am 502 E. Grand St., Hastings. CHURCH
Expression Of Who Jesus Pastor Tod Shook 301 E. State Rd., P.O. Box

Is To The World Around
Us". 2635 N. M43 Hwy,,
P.O. Box 8, Hastings.
Telephone 269-945-9121.
Email hastfmc(@gmail.com.
Website: www.hastingsfree
methodist.com. Pastor Bnan
Teed, Assistant Pastor
Emma Miller, Worship
Director, Martha Stoetzel.
Sunday Morning Worship:
9:45 a.m. with Kids Church
and Nursery. Aftermath
Student Ministries: Sundays
6 p.m.

SOLID ROCK BIBLE
CHURCH OF DELTON
7025 Milo Rd., P.O. Box
765, (corner of Milo Rd.
& S. M-43), Delton, MI
49046. Pastor Roger
Claypool, (517) 204-9390.
Sunday Worship Service
10:30 to 11:30am, Nursery
and Children’s Ministry.
Wednesday  night Bible
study and prayer time 6:30
to 7:30 pm.

Wednesdays - Bible Study
- 6 to 7 p.m.; Sunday
School - 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.;
Sunday Service - 11 a.m. to
12:00 p.m.
www.cbchastings.org.

WOODLAND UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
203 N. Main. Pastor:
Kathy Smith. Sunday
School 9:15 a.m.; Worship
10:15 a.m.

CHRIST THE KING
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH (PCA)

328 N. Jefferson Street.
Worship 10 a.m. Nursery
provided. Pastor Peter
Adams, contact 616-690-

8609.

ST. ROSE OF LIMA
CATHOLIC CHURCH
805 S. Jefferson. 269-945-

4246 Pastor Father Jeff

Hanley. Mass 4:30 p.m.
Saturday. Mass 8 and 11
a.m. Sunday.

273, Hastings, MI 49038.
Pastor Scott Price. Phone:
269-948-0900.  Website:
www.lifegatecc.com. Sunday
Worship 10 am. Wednesday
Life Group 6:30 p.m.

HASTINGS

BAPTIST CHURCH
309 E. Woodlawn,
Hastings. Matt Moser, Lead
Pastor. Sunday Services:
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages; 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service; Senior
High Youth Group 6-8 p.m.;
Young Adults 6-9 p.m.
Wednesday, Family Night
6:30-8 p.m., Kids 4 Truth
(Children Kindergarten-Sth
Grade), 6:30-8 p.m. Middle
School Youth Group; 6:30
p.m. Bible Study and
Prayer. Call Church Office

048-8004 for information.

PLEASANTVIEW
FAMILY CHURCH
2601 Lacey Road, Dowling,
MI 49050. Pastor, Steve
Olmstead. (269) 758-3021
church phone. Sunday

Service: 10 a.m.

This information on worship services is provided by The Hastings Banner, the churchesand these

aflexfao

1699 W. M43 Highway,
Hastings, Ml 49058.

945-4700

local businesses:

Fiberglass
Products

1301 W. Green St.
Hastings, MI 49058

A WORLDWIDE SUPPLIER OF
Hot Line Tools & Equipment

945-9541

o
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After an abbreviated week due
to the July 4th holiday, the 2025
| Hastings Live Summer Concert Series
1s returning and will be back in full
force duning performances this week
through Friday, July 18,

Rufus the Dufus Juggling contin-
ues this week's programming today,
Thursday, July 17, from 11 am. to
noon at the Th{_rm;ipple Plaza.

T'he Barry County Courthouse
lawn 1s the site for the Friday at the
Fountain at noon on Friday, July
|8, and will feature Geez Louise!
I'helma, a combination of the Hastings
Heartbeats and Geez Louise bands.

T'he local concert series then returns
to Thomapple Plaza at 7:30 p.m. on
Friday for the sounds of the six-piece
band, Itchycoo Park, and its tribute to
two decades of American musical his-
tory, from the late 1960s to the early
1970s.

“This six-piece band is one of the

Concert series returns
full force July 16-18

world’s finest tribute shows for the
times,” Hoke added

Hastings Live guests are encouraged
to bring blankets or lawn chairs. The
concession-stand, operated by vol-
unteers from the local Kiwanis and
Rotary clubs, will be open for evening
performances serving food, snacks,
soft drinks and more.

Smoking, vaping, non-service ani-
mals, and outside alcohol are prohibit-
ed. There is no rain venue for Hastings |
Live and unless there is thunder and/or |
lightning, each show will be held at its |
scheduled time and place.

According to organizers, Hastings |
Live is made possible through support |
from the Michigan Arts and Culture
Council, National Endowment for
the Arts, and donations from Barry
County Lumber, the Baum Family
Foundation, Corewell Health Pennock
Hospital, Highpoint Community Bank
and other local businesses. — DM
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' LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR POLICY

View Newspaper Group
publications accept letters to
the editor. Letters should refer
to an article that has appeared
within this publication or ary
sister View Newspaper Grcup
publication in the last 14 days
or refer to a local event that has
| taken place in the last 30 days.
| All writers must provide

| their full name, home address
and phone number. All leters

must be original and are
subject to editing for clarity
and liability. Letters may not
exceed 250 words and wrters
may not submit more than
| one letter per 30-day period.
View Newspaper Group
reserves the right to withhold
publication of any letter.
Election-related letters are

imited to 150 words and
endorsements are limited

to no more than three per
candidate, per election cyde.
View Newspaper Group will not
publish letters from candidates
for elective office or their
campaigns, form lefters or
letters sent to other publications.

Election-related letters will not
be published in the final two

weeks before Election Day.

Lake residents should
prepare for shallow water

Dear Editor:

In the past few years, the water level
of Delton's Chain of Lakes (Mud, Jones.
Wilkinson, and Cloverdale) has dropped
Dy several feet. This is despite the
Delton area receiving almost 20 inches
of precipitation in 2025 alone. This
steady, near-constant lowering of the
lake level has caused many problems
for the residents, including an inability to
remove speedboats from lifts, difficulty
driving boats through the channels
that connect the lakes, and even the
appearance of a shallow sandbar near
the north end of Wilkinson Lake. In fact,
lakes all over Michigan, the Great Lakes
Included, have been losing water.

This drop in water level is likely due
to the milder winters we have had in
past years, which cause less ice to form
on the lakes. When the lakes are not
protected by a layer of ice and the air
above the water is still cold — maybe not
freezing, but still cold — the water begins
to evaporate, thereby causing the overall
level of the lake to drop. Spring rainfalls
send the water levels up slightly, but
the heat of summer causes more of the
water to evaporate and float away

Fortunately, most long-term weather
reports suggest that lake levels may
begin to rise next year, but | would still
encourage lake house owners to make
sure you are placing your boat launches
in deep enough water and watching
for shallow areas in the water. We can'
make the water levels rise, but we can
make sure that we are prepared and
safe.

Isaac Cropsey
Delton

HASTINGS PUBLIC LIBRARY

SCHEDULE

Adventure awaits at the Hastings
Public Library. Join the Summer
Reading Challenge from June 7
through Aug. 16. Read anything for
15 minutes or more a day, log your
days and win prizes.

No library card is required for li-
brary programs and activities.

Thursday, July 17 - Friends of the
Library Summer Book Sale, 9 a.m.-
6 p.m.; Novel Ideas Book Club (at
Tyden Park), 1 p.m.

Friday, July 18 - Friends of the
Library Summer Book Sale, 9 a.m.-6
p.m.; Friday Story Time, 10:30 a.m.

Saturday, July 19 - Friends of the
Library Summer Book Bag Sale, 9
a.m.-noon; Warhammer and Dungeons
& Dragons (Michigan Room), 9 a.m.

Monday, July 21 - Crafting Pas-

Invest In Your Community.

The buck stays hera!
Spond it here. Koep It hers.

VIEWIOW Group

sions, 10 a.m.; Youth Financial Liter-
acy — create a duct tape wallet with
Thornapple Credit Union, 2 p.m.;
Lego Club, 4 p.m.; wildflower clay
impression ornament (registration
required), 6 p.m.

Tuesday, July 22 - Baby Cafe, 10
a.m.; Youth Makerspace with 4-H:
Coding and Robotics (grades 3-12),
10:30 a.m.; Graffiti Party (grades
9-12), 1 p.m.; mahjong, 5 p.m.;
chess, 5 p.m.

Wednesday, July 16 - Itsy Bitsy
Book Club, 10:30 a.m.; Open Art
Studio, 11:30 a.m.; Beat Street:

A Percussion Adventure, 2 p.m.;
acoustic jam session, S p.m.

More information about these and
other events is available by calling
the library, 269-945-4263.
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'I/ TURNING BACK THE PAGES

DAVID W. MILLER
Special to The Banner

At first glance, the name “Chnstmas in July™ might
sound like a playful contradiction or the utle of a
Hallmark film. But in Hastings, Michigan, the phrase
carries a more historical weight - drawing us back to
the age of sepia tones, glass plate negatives and sufi-
ly posed portraits. It points us to the quiet legacy of
Henry J. Christmas (1852-1925), a man whose name
was as memorable as the moments he captured.

Henry J. Christmas was among the first to bring
formal photography to Barry County during the wan-
ing years of the 19th century. For decades, residents
of Hastings - shopkeepers, Civil War veterans, proud
mothers, and newlyweds - made their way to his studio
above Huffman Bros. Store, dressed in their Sunday
best, to sit beneath the canopy of his skylight and the
watchful eye of his lens. A photograph in those days
was an event, and Henry Christmas was the trusted
artisan behind that experience.

According to the 1900 U.S. Census, H.J. Christmas
was residing on Mill Street with his wafe, Lillie E.
Covert, and their daughter, charmingly named Merre
Christmas - a detail that has delighted local histonans
and genealogists alike. Though little 1s known about
Merrie, her name lingers in records like a wink from
the past.

Henry J. Chnistmas was a well-known figure in
Hastings from 1894 until 1908, when he sold his pho-
tography business to Sherman Joy - a name also rec-
ognized by early collectors of Hastings photography.
Joy operated the studio from 1908 to 1911, after which
a succession of photographers carried on the local tra-
dition, including Kenfield, Packer, Green, Brubaker,
and Patton. Following the sale of his studio, Christmas
moved to Eaton Rapids, Michigan, where he lived
until his passing in 1925 at the age of 73.

Between 1894 and 1908, most personal photographs
were produced as “Cabinet Photos™ - a format con-
sisting of a thin photographic print mounted on a card,
typically measuring 4% by 6'% inches. These cards
were designed to be displayed on parlor furniture and
were large enough to be seen clearly from across a
room, hence the name “Cabinet Photo.” If you own
such photographs and can 1dentify the individuals pic-
tured, it 1s advisable to write their names on the back
using a pencil. In my experience, pencil inscriptions
have remained legible for over a century without dam-
age. By contrast, ink can bleed or transter onto adja-
cent photos if they are stored in close contact.

While many of his images remain unsigned or
uncredited, hundreds of 19th-century Hastings portraits
- now tucked into family albums, historical archives,
or antique shops - owe their quiet dignity to the work
of H.J. Christmas. Occasionally, a cabinet card emerg-
es with his name embossed in gold on the lower mar-
gin, providing a link not only to the sitter but to the
man behind the camera.

Photographers like Henry J. Christmas in Hastings
would likely have priced their services modestly to
reflect small-town demand, probably within the $0.50
to $1.00 range per sitting, depending on whether multi-
ple copies were ordered. To put this in perspective, 50
cents in 1900 1s roughly equivalent to about $18 to $20
In today’s money, making a professional photograph a
special occasion purchase for many families.

As we reflect on the legacy of Henry J. Christmas
and the era he so carefully documented, we might be
prompted to consider our own family photographs -
those fragile links to generations past. Whether tucked
away In shoeboxes, displayed in frames, or passed
down through the years, these images hold more than
faces; they hold stories. Take a moment to examine
your tamily’s photo collection. Are the names clearly
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Henry J. Christrmas was among the first to bring
formal photography to Barry County during the
waning years of the 19th century. Courtesy photos

labeled? Are the photographs stored safely, away from
heat, moisture, and light”? Properly preserving these
visual records ensures that the faces, fashions, and
histories they capture will not fade into obscurity, but
remain a legacy for future generations to discover and

cherish - just as we now rediscover the quiet artistry of

Hastings' own H.J. Christmas.

Information like that contained in our recent
“Turning Back the Pages” column is largely the
result of research and information gathered within the
Facebook group “Hastings History.” This group 1s
moderated by Jonathan Hook and David W. Miller.
Their personal mission is to record images and mem-
ories of a vanishing era in hopes that the community’s
tounders are credited with their hard work and creativ-
ity. We would be amiss if we didn’t also mention the
work of Paul James Moore, PhD, who has published
“History of Hastings on the Thomapple,” a 485-page
book that chronicles the history of the Hastings area
In easy-to-read chronological order from the 1700s to
2018; available on Amazon. A second edition of Dr.
Moore’s book 1s soon to be released.

Reminiscing, particularly in later life, serves as more
than mere nostalgia - it is a vital expression of “gener-
ativity,” the desire to contribute meaningfully to future
generations. When individuals reflect on their past,
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Photographers like Henry J. Christmas in Hastings would likely have used a camera like the one pictured
here and priced their services modestly to reflect small-town demand, probably within the $0.50 to $1.00
range per sitting, depending on whether multiple copies were ordered.
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This "cabinet photo™ depicts an unigentified
Hastings couple in crisp attire with a steady
gaze, reflecting the formal sensibilities of the era
T'his photo Is part of David Miller's photographic
archive. If you are able to identify the couple
please contact the editor; Mr. Miller would be
glad to see the photograph returned to a local
descendant

they often uncover patterns of resilience, love, and
purpose that not only enrich their own sense of identity
but also become a legacy for others. Sharing stories,
lessons learmed, and cherished memories fosters inter-
generational connection, grounding younger people m
a deeper understanding of their hentage. This process
nurtures a sense of continuity and belonging, trans
forming personal memories into communal wisdom.
In this way, reminiscing becomes a life-affirming act
that blends reflection with a forward-looking hope - an
affirmation that one’s life has mattered and continues
to bear fruit beyond oneself.

David Miller is a moderator for the "“Hastings
History  Facebook group.

Additional college-
sponsored Merit

Scholarship
winners announced

The National Merit Scholarship Corporation
announced the names of nearly 800 addition-
al winners of National Merit Scholarships
financed by colleges and universities, accord-
Ing to a statement released Monday, July 14.

And those additional winners included
Thormapple Kellogg High School’s Cole
Novak, who 1s set to attend Michigan State
University to prepare for a potential career in
microbiology/immunology.

The recent Merit Scholar designees join
more than 2,900 other college-sponsored
award recipients who were announced 1In
June,

Officials of each sponsor college selected
their scholarship winners from among the
finalists in the National Merit Scholarship
Program who will attend their institution.
College-sponsored awards provide between
$500 and $2,000 annually for up to four
years of undergraduate study at the institution
financing the scholarship.
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YOU'RE NOT
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Bill Valkema steers his Jeep Willys through the mud during the Mud Mitten
Race Series 35 Mod Class competition at the Barry County Fair grandstand -
Monday. Photos by Brett Bremer
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Alan Endsley of Hastings races his Suzuki Samurai to a victory in the Mega
iruck class of the Mud Mitten Race Series Monday in front of the grandstand

Brett Bremer
Sports Editor

T'he sun set on the first night of grand-
standactionathe 2025 Barry County Fair
with a couple of local guys going 1-2 in
the Mega class of the Mud Mitten Race
Series Monday in Hastings.

Alan Endsley in his Subaru Samurai
raced through the 150 feet of close to
four-foot deep mud in 4.478 seconds
to take the victory, beating out Bryan
Wilder in his new Chevy monster truck
by a few hundredths of a second.

Mud flew throughout eight classes
of competitors. There was some tough
running through the thick mud. One of
the highhights of the evening came as
“Wild” Bill Valkema maneuvered his
Jeep Willys across the finish line in the
35 Mod Class.

Valkema was the sixth of eight com-
petitors in the class, and billed as one of
the pioneers of Michigan mud running
betore, and he was the first of the eight to
make 1t across the finish line prompting
“now that’s some boggin’ right there”
shouts from the grandstand stage.

In the end Bentley Cermak. blew

through the man made mud bog to win
the class championship. A third gen-
eration driver, his grandfather Henry
Cermak Sr followed up Bentley's win
by taking the 36-40 Mod Class.

More mud flew Tuesday as Unique
Motor Sports hosted Off Road Derby
action at the grandstand, and there were
plans for a Super Kicker Rodeo Wednes-
day evening.

Grandstand shows continue tonight,
July 17, with the Michigan Truck and
Iractor Pullers competing. Entry into the
grandstand Thursday is $10, in addition
to the regular fair admission.

Unique Motor Sports will be back
Friday to host Off-Road Derby and
Demolition Derby. The finale of the week
1s the Michigan State Fair Super Cross
Saturday. The cost for entry into the
grandstand Friday and Saturday is $15.

The grandstand shows begin at 7 p.m.

No coolers are allowed in the grand-
stand. Gates open one hour prior to the
event, but lines stretching the length of
the midway have been known to form
in 1deal weather for the most popular
events.,

at the Barry County Fair

Lakewood student council
set for annual community 5K

Sign-up is going on now for the
annual Vikings on the Run 5K which
will be held Aug. 16 at Lakewood
High School.

The race 1s a community fundrais-
Ing event hosted by the Lakewood
High School student council. The
goal 1s to create an event that draws
in families from the community and
helps support projects and activities
as a student council. The money
raised from the SK will be used to
help fund future events such as pep
assemblies, homecoming events, host
blood drives, teacher appreciation,
student recognition and many other
events that help promote school pride.

but must be ordered by August 1,
2025 to guarantee a shirt on race day.
I-shirts are not available for that that
register after Aug. 1, but you can still
register to run.

Registration will remain open
through Aug. 15.

Race day check-in begins at 8:30
am at Unity Field at the high school
— where the start and finish lines for
the race will be. The run is slated for
a 9:30 am start. There is a two hour
window to complete the event.

Online registration can be com-
pleted at runsignup.com. A link to
the sign-up page is also on the school

This is a fun run for all ages and it district’s Facebook page, Lakewood
1s not an ofhicial timed event. T-shirts ~ Public Schools District.
are included with the registration fee, BB

RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BARRY COUNTY, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE SUBMITTAL

TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF RUTLAND, BARRY COUNTY,

Rate Map(s) (FIRMS) panel numbers of 260656C (26015C-0175C-0189C-0190C-0191C-0193C-0300C-0306C-
0325C) dated May 4, 2009, and any future revisions of any of same, and any Map Amendment Determination Docu-
ment, are adopted by reference for the purposes of administration of the Michigan Construction Codes

SECTION V]
CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF APPEALS
A Members. The Rutland Charter Township Construction Board of Appeals (hereafter the RCT Construction Board of
Appeals) previously established by Township Board Resolution 2015-191 is hereby ratified, pursuant to the other
provisions of this section.

| M

AR | 1

| 500 Y bl v e

”1 RO THOF A1 AHO AT L A LA AS
At UYE KL T |

MICHIGAN, AND ANY OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS: _ B. Qualifications. Each member of the RCT Construction Board of Appeals shall be qualified by experience or training to P
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE proposed Ordinance #2025-197 as appended hereto was introduced for first reading by the perform the duties of that Board: provided that any member of the RCT Construction Board of Appeals who has a di-
Rutiand Charter Township Board at its July 8, 2025 meeting. | _ rect financial interest in the outcome of any matter coming before the RCT Construction Board of Appeals shall recuse
This proposed ordinance will be considered for adoption by the Township Board at a regular meeting on August 13, 2025 himself or herself from participating in that particular matter as a member of the RCT Construction Board of Appeals r > 4

commencing at 7.00 p.m. at the Charter Township Hall

Rutland Charter Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/
hearing upon seven (7) days' notice to Rutland Charter Township. Individuals with disabilities requinng auxiliary aids or

services should contact the Township.
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF RUTLAND
BARRY COUNTY, MICHIGAN
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-197 (PROPOSED)
ADOPTED:
EFFECTIVE: SEE SECTION X
H ONSTRUCTION CODE ORDINANCE (BUILDING, ELECTRICAL, MECHAN
An Ordinance enacted pursuant to MCL 125.1508a to assume responsibility for administration and enforcement of
the Stille-DeRossett-Hale Single State Construction Code Act, as amended (MCL 125.1501 et seq.) and all of the State
Construction Code promulgated thereunder pursuant to MCL 125.1504 within the Charter Township of Rutland to whatever
extent such responsibility was not previously assumed by the Township pursuant to, cumulatively, Ordinance No. 38 adopt-

AL AND FLUMBIN JUE

™.
ed March 10, 1893 (Building and Electrical), including the supplemental assumption of responsibility pursuant to Ordinance rules the RCT Construction Board of Appeals shall conduct its business in an orderly manner pursuant to reasonable y
No. 2009-134 adopted April 21, 2009 to address floodplaim management provisions of the State Construction Code, and procedures affording due process and in accordance with any applicable legal requirements 0N
Ordinance No. 2024-195 (Plumbing and Mechanical); to ratify and continue the responsibility to administer and enforce SECTION ViI : *
all such provisions of the Act and State Construction Code assumed by the Township previously, and herein; to designate OLATION OF ORDINANCE: SANCTIC D ENFORCEMEN’ |
an enforcing agency to discharge the responsibilities of the Township hereunder, and to reserve the right to provide by A. Any person or corporation, including an officer, director, or employee of a corporation, or a govemmental official or ! ._
agreement or contract with any other township, village, city or county for joint administration and enforcement hereunder; to agent charged with the responsibility of issuing permits or inspecting buildings or structures, who does any of the .
provide for the establishment of a fee schedule by the Township Board; to ratify and further provide for the Rutland Charter following commits a violation of this Ordinance: :
Township Construction Board of Appeals established by Rutiand Charter Township Board Resolution 2015-191; to provide 1. knowingly violates the Stille-DeRossett-Hale Single State Construction Code Act (MCL 125.1501 et seq) or
for civil penalties and remedies for the violation of this Ordinance or the Act or State Construction Code promulgated there- any provision of the State Construction Code promulgated thereunder and adopted herein, or a rule for the
under and adopted herein; and to repeal all existing Township ordinances in conflict herewith. enforcement of the Act or Code. ‘§
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF RUTLAND 2. knowingly constructs or builds a structure or building in violation of a condition of a building permit. N
BARRY COUNTY, MICHIGAN 3. knowingly fails to comply with an order issued by the enforcing agency, the Rutiand Charter Township Con- ’
ORDAINS: struction Board of Appeals, a board, the State Construction Code Commission pursuant to the Stille-DeRos- .
SECTION1 sett-Hale Single State Construction Code Act, or any provision of the State Construction Code promulgated L
TITLE thereunder and adopted herein, including the failure to comply with a stop construction order validly issued Dy h:
This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the Rutland Charter Township State Construction Code Ordinance. the enforcing agency. _
SECTION Il 4. knowingly makes a false or misleading written statement, or knowingly omits required information or a statement ?
ASSUMPF TION OF S 1A ONSTRUCTION CODE/ACT RESPONSIBILIT JYVNDIIE ANL in an inspection report, application, petition, request for approval, or appeal to the enforcing agency, the Rut- g
RATIFICATION AND CONTINUATION OF STATE LUNS Ik AC T RESFONSIBILIT land Charter Township Construction Board of Appeals, a board, or the State Construction Code Commission. 2
Y TOW 5. knowingly refuses entry or access to an inspector lawfully authorized to inspect any premises, building, or M A
In accordance with and pursuant to Section 8b of the Stille-DeRossett-Hale Single State Construction Code Act, as structure pursuant to the Stille-DeRossett-Hale Single State Construction Code Act .r 0
amended (1972 Public Act No. 230, as amended; MCL 125.1501 et seq.), the Charter Township of Rutiand hereby assumes 6. unreasonably interferes with an authorized inspection | - —
responsibility for the administration and enforcement of the Act and all parts of the State Construction Code promulgated 7. knowingly issues, fails to issue, causes to be issued, or assists in the issuance of a certificate, permit, or license { N 1 T
pursuant to Section 4 of the Act (MCL 125.1504) currently in effect and as same may from time to time be modified or in violation of the Stille-DeRossett-Hale Single State Construction Code Act or a rule promuigated under that Nl ¥
amended pursuant to said Section 4 of the Act, to whatever extent Rutland Charter Township may have not previously Act or other applicable laws. | i N
assumed such responsibility pursuant to the prior ordinance actions referenced in the preamble paragraph of this ordinance; 8. having a duty to report violations of the Stille-DeRossett-Hale Single State Construction Code Act or a rule %
and hereby ratifies and continues the Township’s previous assumption of such responsibility. promulgated under the Act or other applicable laws, knowingly conceals a violation .
SECTION Il 9. in any other manner violates a provision of a Code adopted herein. | | | R al e
)E ATION OF ENFORCING AGENCY AND RESERVATION B. A violation of this Ordinance is a municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan statute punishable by a civil fine B UE. a N
OF RIGHT TO PROVIDE FOR JOINT ENFORCEMEN determined in accordance with § 45-6 of the Rutiand Charter Township Code. . Sy TR
In accordance with the aforereferenced Act, and pursuant to the provisions of the State Construction Code, the Rutiand C. Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and indirect, to which Rutland Charter -b[_h Ly ARN . VI
Charter Township Board hereby designates and/or ratifies the prior designation of the Building Official of Ruﬂar}d Charter Township has been put in connection with the municipal civil infraction. | k- ‘W s r
Township, the Electrical Official of Rutiand Charter Township, the Mechanical Official of Rutiand Charter Township and, the D. Any violation of this Ordinance shall also constitute a basis for any judgment, writ, or order necessary to enforce the i b i
Plumbing Official of Rutland Charter Township as the enforcing agency to discharge the responsibility of Rutland Charter Ordinance, in addition to any other relief or sanction aliowed by law | | . . U *t* !
Township assumed hereunder. The Township Board is hereby authorized to designate by resoluuon ‘the PErson Or persons E. Each day that a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense, except as may be otherwise specified by Section ;Q "y 0
qualified by experience or training to perform the duties associated with those offices and otherwise In accordance with the 23 of the State Construction Code Act (MCL 125.1523). N *
Skilled Trades Regulation Act (2016 Public Act 407, as may be amended; MCL 339.5101), and any successor state law SECTION VIl y
pertaining to the same subject matter. The Township Board is further authorized to remove by resolution any such person(s) . | SEVERABILITY | Tty |
from such offices, in the sole discretion of the Board. The Township specifically reserves the right to provide by agreement Should any portion of this Ordinance, or 1972 PA 230, as amended, or the State Construction Code promulgated | :? , i
or contract with any other township, village, city or county in the State of Michigan for joint enforcement and administration  thereunder be declared unconstitutional, illegal, or otherwise of no force or effect by a court of competent jurisdiction, such | - . ,
of this Ordinance and the Act and the State Construction Code promulgated thereunder and adopted herein, and to contract  portion thereof shall not be deemed to affect the validity of any other part or portion thereof % |
with a private organization to perform any one or more of the duties as specified in MCL 125.1508. g - ' A .
C "EAL Ur CUN A LUINAN AND DAVIN - b2
ENT OF , i gd , ool R Fin, - |
The Rutland Charter Township Board is hereby given the authority to establish by resolution at any public meeting a All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed and shall be of no further force or effect 3 % 1 B, |
schedule of fees, rates and charges for the administration and enforcement of this Ordinance and the Act and the State Con-  ypon the effective date of this Ordinance; provided, however, that construction permits validly issued before the effective N0 R T, A
struction Code promulgated thereunder and adopted herein, and for the conducting of various activities authonzed by the  date of this Ordinance shall not be invalidated by this Ordinance and the construction may be completed in compliance with X . s 8 el
Act or Code and this Ordinance: provided that the same shall be reasonable and bear a reasonable relationship to the cost  any such permits, or renewals thereof, and in compliance with any previous construction codes under which the permits 4 L T
and expense of such administration, enforcement and activity. The Township Board shall further have the rightto amend by  were issued. Further, any pending proceedings. including prosecutions for violations, or nghts and liabilities acquired or I ? | :
resolution the aforementioned schedule from time to time within the foregoing limits of reasonableness. incurred under any previous ordinance or Township construction code being repealed hereby shall not pe affected by this ) "
SECTION V Ordinance and may be continued pursuant to the previous ordinances and codes. -~ Y
YUUFLAIN MANAGEMEN FRU JIND U ATE CONSTH 'L hh by rati 4 SECTION X | .l'l-x | -
A. Ratification and continuation of previously assumed responsibility. Rutfand Charter Township hereby ratifies an TIVE | 1 | NN
continues the responsibility the Township previously assumed pursuant to Ordinance No. 2008-134 adopted April 21, This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after publication or upon such later date as the Ordinance is approved by the .. ‘ e
2009 to administer and enforce the provisions of the State Construction Code pertaining to floodplain management,  State Construction Code Commission.
and specifically Appendix G of the Michigan Building Code. , |
B. Qgsigﬂgtjgn o! regulated flood prone ha?zarg areas. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Robin Hawthome, Clerk
Insurance Study (FIS) entitied Barry County, Michigan (all jurisdictions) dated May 4, 2009 and the lood Insurance Rutland Charter Township

C. Appointment. Each member of the RCT Construction Board of Appeals shall be appointed by the Township Super-
visor as the chief executive officer of the Township. The Township Supervisor's appointments of the members of the
RCT Construction Board of Appeals shall be subject to ratification by the Rutland Charter Township Board before any
such appointment 1s effective

D. Term of office. The term of office of all members of the RCT Construction Board of Appeals shall be two years, and
until a successor is appointed and ratified. Any vacancy on the RCT Construction Board of Appeals shall be filled by
appointment pursuant to preceding subsection C. Any currently serving member of the RCT Construction Board of
Appeals shall continue to serve until the expiration of their current term

E. Powers and duties. The RCT Construction Board of Appeals shall have the powers and duties prescnbed for a
construction board of appeals by sections 14 and 15 of the Stille-DeRossett-Hale Single State Construction Code Act
(MCL 125.1514 and 125.1515) and any other applicable statute.

F. Meetings: quorum: rules of procedure. The RCT Construction Board of Appeals shall meet at such times as may be
necessitated by business to come before the Board, pursuant to the notice requirements and other applicable provi-
sions of the Open Meetings Act A quorum of the RCT Construction Board of Appeals shall be three members. The
RCT Construction Board of Appeals may establish its owns rules of procedure; in the absence of any such adopted

f S
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Saxon all-stars return to teach favorite techniques

]

\

o — e ——

Hastings varsity wrestling coach Jason Slaughter officiates contests on the
mat at midfield of Baum Stadium at Johnson Field Wednesday to conclude

the Saxons wrestling program's team camp.

Former Hastings High School and collegiate wrestler Matt Watson works with

young wrestlers during the Hastings team camp at the high school. Photos

shows that.” as well.

provided | iy .
He said that Wednesday, July 9, was deSeriere 1s currently an assistant
the biggest day of the camp. coach with the women’s wrestling
Breft Bremer Pederson, Blair and Watson spent “We had a little team bonding trip to ~ program at Chadron State College in
Sports Editor some extended time leading skills play paintball, followed by technique, Chadron, Neb.
A couple dozen wrestlers took part  sessions. Pederson focused a lot of leg followed by our dual on the football
in last week’s Hastings High School  riding skills. Blair shared hand fighting field,” Jason said.
wrestling team camp, a week billedasa  techniques and leg attacks. Watson put The Saxons once again rolled out the DROBATE COURT
“Local Legends” clinic thanks to the list  a lot of emphasis on skills in the bottom wrestling mats at midfield inside Baum BARRY COUNTY
of outstanding Saxonalumniwhohelped  position and leg attacks. Stadium and Johnson Field about 7:30 NOTICE TO CREDITORS

lead the sessions.

Current Hastings varsity wrestling
coach Jason Slaughter said it was areally
solid turnout for the prograin’s annual
summer camp.

“We had it set up to do technique ses-
sions from 5-7pm each day. We brought
in former Saxon wrestlers to show tech-
nique and some of their ‘favorites’ each
day,” Slaughter said.

In total, 11 former Hastings wrestlers
and coaches shared techniques including

diiige Bill Blair, Terry Dull, Mike Goggins,
Raiden Macleod, Gage Pederson, Dar-
rell Slaughter, Robby Slaughter, Matt
Watson and Sophia Sunior.

Decedent’s Estate
CASE NO. and JUDGE 25-30157-DE
William M. Doherty
Court address: 206 West Court Street, Ste. 302,
Hastings, M| 49058
Court telephone no.: 269-945-1390

Estate of Daniel Richard Greer. Date of birth:
2-7-1958

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent,
Daniel Richard Greer, died 2-13-2025.

Creditors of the decedent are notified that all
Iclaims against the estate will be forever barred
unless presented to Robin Frohlich, 1600 W,
Dowling Road, Dowling, MI 49050, personal
representative, or to both the probate court at 206
West Court Street, Hastings, M| 49058 and the
personal representative within 4 months after the
date of publication of this notice.

Coach Jason Slaughter added that
Mcleod focused on upper body attacks,
Robby Slaughter featured chip whips,
Keegan Sutfin displayed his half nelson
skills, and Darrell Slaughter concentrat-
ed on bear hugs.

Mike Goggins, Sunior and Naomi
Grummet worked mostly with the girls’
at the camp.

“The team got to see a lot of different
technique in the three days,” coach Jason
Slaughter said. “Overall it was awesome
to see former Saxons come out and share
knowledge with the current team. We
have a really great community around
wrestling at Hastings and I think this

pm for a dual consisting of matches
that were won by the best-of-three take
downs.

“It was a beautiful night,” Jason said.
“We had a good amount of spectators
... It was really great to see people sup-
porting the team come out and watch
and fun to be able to wrestle outside.™

The Saxons have some more training
in the week ahead. Jason’s former team-
mate at Western Colorado University,
Sammy deSeriere will visit to work
with some of the Saxon heavyweights
and members of the girls’ program. The
team’s open mat sessions at the high

_*

' - (] &
A 2 Aldrich takes over AD role at Lakewood High School =
L L i e ~awn- e Robin Frohlich
1600 W. Dowling Road
Brett Bremer added. “That is the draw. It is just good for Dowling, MI 49050
Sports Editor kids to learn hard work, preparation, being 269-953-4423
Lakewood graduate and long-time a part ofateam, sacrificing. All those values
[Lakewood Public Schools teacher Matt that you learn in life of after school they get SYNOPSIS
Aldrich officially starts histenure asthe new a glimpse of before they get there.” et ee O hartar Townahl
[Lakewood High School Athletic Director The Vikingshave had somebig success in Flg lar Meeti P
the beginning of August, but he’s already recent years especially in sports like volley- egular Meeting
working to settle into his new position. - ball, wrestling and cheerleading. that Matt , July 8, 2025
Aldrich was named the high school will try to build on, and there are certainly . Meeting called to order 6:34 p.m.
athletic director after going through the some challenges ahead. | . All board members present
interview process June. He replaces Mike The Lakewood programs are still adjust- o Approved agenda/consent
Quinn who spent a decade leading Lake- ing to being a part of the Capital Area Ac- A agenda
wood athletics after 15 years in the same tivities Conference White Division where ! Discussed emergency Svc,
position at Gibraltar Carlson. it is no longer one of the biggest schools - ARK , ESTA, zoning, recycling, Board of
" Aldrirch didﬂ?’t have mucR Ei)mg for menli }11 the cogference aé. it ti.vas In thF Greater Vo Review
‘ toring from the previous AD, but 1s sti ansing Activities Conference a few years . Approved pavment of bills
in contact with Quinn whose retirement ago. He is excited to see second-year head uELEW Aldrich has peen Nanil Dggt repo?tsyreceived
officially began July 1. Aldrich sasidhehas ~ coach Tim Swore continue to buildup the 1€ Néw Lakewood High School Motion to adjourn 7:31 pm
a lot of folks to lean on as he acclimates Viking football program. Athletic Director. Photo provided |
to the job including middle school athletic A small project he sees on the horizon is . . 3
director Brienne Guuiles, director of curric- making the Lakewood High School weight r B0 i Submitted, David J. Olson —Clerk
ulum Lauren Christensen, a former athletic room a more hospitable place. Hopefully A big project ahead for the Vikings is con-
director herself, and Amanda Evans, the decorating white walls with some graphics tinuing to work to find a way to refurbish A_ttested to by |
athletic secretary at the high school. and making sure the student-athletes really ~ the track at Unity Field to allow athletes to Jim Partridge — Supervisor
Aldnch graduated from Lakewood High have the up to date equipment they need. compete on their home turf again.
Schoolin 2002. He played a couple seasons
of football and basketballand was abaseball
player for four years in high school. That RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP
2002 Lakewood varsity El?aseball team RUTLAND BARRY COUNTY, MICHIGAN
his senior season reached the MHSAA CHARTER TOWNSHIP
Division 2 State Semifinals with Aldrich - NOTICE OF PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING ON
at third base. PROPOSED ZONING TEXT AMENDMENTS AT
He went on to eam his teaching degree NOTICE OF AUGUST 6, 2025 MEETING
" g(l?EL;%??rﬁmﬁig:fE;wSE?jgﬁg BOARD OF REVI Ew TO: THE RESIDENTS AN[? PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE CP!!}RTER TOWN?HIP OF RUT-
| ,, found a career teaching students. He spent LAND, BARRY COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AND ALL OTHER INTE.RI:STED EEBSON§: |
il : , 2t _ PLEASE TAKE NOTICE the Rutland Charter Township Planning Commission will hold a public
il five years a5 a third grade teacher and spent Pursuant to provisions in MCL hearing at its regular meeting on August 6, 2025, which begins at 7:00 p.m. at the Rutland Charter
TNy iy years teaching fourth and fifth graders as 211 .7cc (19) MCL 211.7b. MCL Township Hall located at 2461 Heath Road, within the Charter Township of Rutland, Barry County,
O | well. He spent the past year as a technology 211 | | Michigan. The items to be considered at this public hearing are as follows:

G| instructor at Lakewood Middle School. fu and MCL 11.53b, the 1. § 220-5-3.H of the Rutland Charter Township Code (in Article V of the Rutland Charter Town-
gl I He 1s married to Allison Aldrich, the Board of Review will meet on ship Zoning Ordinance) pertaining to the keeping of livestock as a special land use in the CR
)6 | current Lakewood Middle School principal. Tu 0 Country Residentiall lDii.itrict IS proaofsedt;o l:(e amendﬁd SO as to alloutr_ ii I}}ehl?’lannizzlg (ljmlllmission

: to approve a special land use permit for the keeping of a maximum of 12 hens and chickens on a
! T{?ﬁﬂﬂ‘le}‘ nttl;ey haiv eeij;e Chlldfen wie Mﬁa]tt a.m. in the office of the Assessor lot gﬁh an arel; of less than 3 afcres but at least 1 zll)creg, pursuant to the otherwise applicable approv-
. said are intonearly every Singie sporton the at Rutland Charter Township Hall able standards and requirements; other minor terminology changes are also proposed.
:' af . slate between th,em' ‘ 1L : _ ' The Rutland Charter Township Code, Master Plan, and the tentative text of the above-referenced
X , | Matt earned his masters in administration 2461 Heath Road, Hastings, proposed zoning text amendment(s), may be examined by contacting the Rutland Charter Township
and educational leadership from Grand Michigan to consider appeals Clerk at the Township Hall during regular business hours on regular business days maintained by the
| Canvon University in 2022, : Township offices from and after the publication of this Notice and until and including the day of the
| L “l{ has alwaystybeen on the horizon to related to Poverty- Exemptlons hearing/i*leeting, and further may bepexamined at the hearing/meeting. ; |
e AJ maybe one day do that,” Matt said. I see and to Correct Qualified Errors. The P‘lanning @ommission reserves the right to fﬁOdif}! the Pmposed amendmept(s) at or following
1 gidp | how my wife can impact a school and the hearing/meeting and to .mak.e its reFommendatxons accordmgly‘tfa the Tuwnshnp Bluard.
| 5 * ) W auess | want an opportunity to do that as b _ A ‘ Rutlm}d Cha.rtef Townshlp w1l! prqxtltfle necessary Teasonable mmlmq alFiS anﬁd services at }he meet-
I ’ di b _ : ‘ ennis McKelvey, SSessor 1ngjhearmg to individuals with disabilities, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of
T | iy well - to make a bigger impact in the com:- RUTLAND CHARTER printed materials being considered, upon reasonable notice to the Township.
< e - | munity. So, as a classroom teacher, which Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Township Clerk
¢ # s . [ was for five years, you impact your 24-25 TOWNSHIP as designated below.
H o g students, but I am hoping to make a wider 2461 Heath Road Eﬂbliﬂ Ei?ji‘r[hﬂr"% le-‘rr
2l LT Y | impact as an admini B : utland Charter Township
o by | ‘PFor me aﬂﬂeﬁcssga:garlly an extension T L ‘ 2461 ieath; XeHg
#” ST g | : (269) 948-2194 Hastings, Michigan 49058

school continue throughout the summer
| Date: 07/07/2025

of the classroom | would say, where kids
canreally learn life lessons in real time,” he

Michael J. McPhillips P33715
121 West Apple Street, Suite 101
Hastings, Michigan 49058

(269) 948-2194
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FORECLOSURE NOTICE i

ATTENTION TO HOMEOWNER: If you are a milita I PROBATE COURT Two-year-old trotters set r

service member on active duty, if your period of actixg BARRY COUNTY, HASTINGS, MICH. v e co rds at 'a Ir race‘ ra ck

duty has concluded less than ninety (90) days ago, or NOTICETO CREDITORS Brett Bremer

if you have been ordered to active duty, please contact Decedent’s Estate Sports Edi

the attorney for the party foreclosing the Notice of CASE NO. and JUDGE 25-3007-DE poris Editor

Lien at the telephone number stated in this notice. William Doherty One got broke and one got shattered.

Default has been made by Douglas Cisler and Debra Court address: 206 West Court Street, Ste. A pair of track records fell in front .

302, Hastings, Ml 49058
Court telephone no.: 269-945-1390
Estate of Christine E. Hill. Date of birth:

Cisler (the “Owner’), in the terms and conditions of
the recorded Master Deed for Thorapple Hills Site
|Condominiums located in the Township of Thornapple,

of the grandstand at the Barry County
Fair in Hastings Sunday as a couple of

County of Barry, State of Michigan dated November 1/11/1948
18, 1992, recorded in Liber 560, Page 417, Barry TOALL CREDITORS: Notice is hereby given| " O-Y€ar-old trotters had the fastest runs
County, Michigan records, as amended, by reason of that Dawn Kepler has been appointed Personal ever on the 35-year-old track.

Owner's failure to pay annual dues and other sums Representative for the estate of Christine E.
owed to THORNAPPLE HILLS SITE CONDOMINIUM HIll 2078 Bristol Rd., Dowling, Mich. 49050. All
ASSOCIATION, a Michigan nonprofit corporation persons having claims against said deceased

(the "Association”). A Notice of Lien for nonpgzment are I’BCi‘l;lsil’Ed to present their claims within
t

In the third race of the day John’s
Baby Colt driven by Bart Stimer won the
Michigan Bred Colt Stakes 2-year-old
Colt Trot with a time of 2:01.3 breaking
the track record by nearly four seconds.
The previous record was set in 2023 at
2:05.1 in the 1-mile race on the half-
mile track.

John’s Baby Colt is owned by Raelee
Beecher and trained by John Beecher Jr.

That record run came on the heels of
Weezabouttofindout setting a new track
record 1n the Michigan Bred Colt Stakes
2-year-old Filly Trot 0f2:04.2 in the sec-

of Association assessments (“Notice of Lien") was 4 months of the date of this notice or said
recorded with the Barry County Register of Deeds claims will be barred forever. Claims must be
on April 7, 2025, as Instrument No. 2025-002828. presented to or mailed to Dawn Kepler at 1670
and has been served upon the Owner, The amount |0tlo Rd., Charlotte, Mich. 48813 or contact

owed under the Notice of Lien as of the date of this at 517-588-1641, or filed with Barry County
Notice is Four Thousand Six Hundred Ninety-Two and Probate Court Hastings, MICH 49058.

50/100 Dollars ($4,692.50). Notice of foreclosure by| NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent,
advertisement - notice is given under Section 3212 of Christine E. Hill, died 3/7/2024.

|the Revised Judicature Act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL Creditors of the decedent are notified that all
600.3212 and under the power of sale contained in the claims against the estate will be forever barred
Master Deed for Thornapple Hills Site Condominiums unless presented to Dawn Kepler personal
dated November 18, 1992, recorded in Barry County, representative, or to both the probate court at
Michigan records, that the above Notice of Lien will be 206 West Court Street, Hastings, MI 49058 and
foreclosed by a sale of the liened premises, or some| the personal representative within 4 months
part of them, at public auction sale to the highest after the date of publication of this notice.

NO one else is even close as John's

Dawn Kepler

bidder for cash or cashiers check at the place of
holding the circuit court in Barry County, (that being the
Barry County Courthouse, 220 W. State St., Hastings,
Michigan, 49058), starting promptly at 1:00 p.m. on

1670 Otto Rd., Charlotte, M| 48813

ond race of the day. That bested another
2023 record which was set at 2:04.3,

Justin Irvine was the driver on both of

Baby Colt driven by Bart Stimer I , -I-'-.- b
sets a track record at the Barry | | g
County Fair in Hastings Sunday in

Thursday, the 14th day of August, 2025. The amount

due on the Notice of Lien may be greater on the day those record runs in 2023.

b

7 1

the Michigan Harness Horsemen'’s . 205.'R
3

and as described in Act 59 of the Public Acts of 1978,
as amended;, PPN: 08-14-185-006-00 Commonly
known as: 4191 Thornapple Hills Dr., Middleville, MI
49333 The redemption period shall be six (6) months
from the date of such sale unless the premises are
determined to be abandoned in accordance with MCL
600.3241 or 600.3241a, as the case may be, in which
case the redemption period shall be 30 days from the
date of such sale. If the premises is sold at foreclosure
sale under Chapter 32 of the Revised Judicature Act of
1961, as amended, then under applicable law, including
MCL 600.3278, the owner of the premises will be held
responsible to the person who buys the premises
at the foreclosure sale and/or to the Association
for damaging the premises during the redemption

may be obtained at the Road Commission
Office at the above address or at our web
site at www.barrycrc.org.

Exterior Painting of (3) Buildings at the
Barry CRC

The Board reserves the right to reject any
or all proposals or to waive irregularities
in the best interest of the Commission.

Race 5 MIFS 2FP: She Said She:s Bad
Race 6 MIFS 2FP: Maize N Boo
Race 7 MIFS 2CP: Letsgo Gibbs
Race 8 MIFS 2CP: Ena Mega Delight
Race 10: MIFES 3FT: Fireball Kate
Race 11 MIFS 3CT: New Plan Stan
Race 12 MIFS 3CT: Paragon
Magicway
Race 13 MIFS 3FP: Taylor Dawn
Race 14 MIFS 3CP: Ena Gottabebond:
Race 15 MIFS 3CP: Blue Eyed Bondi

pawaykid

Race 8 MIFS 3FP: Anna Bri And Me
Race 9 MIFS 3CP: Perpetrator

Race 10 FFA Trot: Hillbilly Bert
Race 11 Maiden Trot: This Is Sparta
Race 12 Maiden Pace: Crooked

Kingdom

Race 13 Maiden Pace: Bocephus
Race 14 FFA Pace: Legendary Doowrah
Race 15 FFA Pace: Don’tcallme-

Eeriod. ‘ALTETI%N P%RCHASEF}S:ﬂmis salte may BOARD OF COUNTY ROAD July 13, 2025 MHHA Winners: . e
e rescinded by the undersigned. In that event, your | : : ancis

damages, if any, shall be Iirni?ed solely to the retunyn of COMMISSIONERS Race 1 MIFS 2FT: Special Credit ’ |

the bid amount tendered at sale, plus interest. Dated: OF THE COUNTY OF BARRY Race 2 MIFS 2FT: Weezabouttofindout Race 16 FFA Pace: Itsonlyrocknroll A
July 8, 2025 Stacey A. George, Attorney for Thornapple David Sol hat

Hills Site Condominium Association VARNUM P.O. Box Javid Solmes  Chairman

Sézgmnd Rapids, Michigan 49501 (616) 336-6000 Jim James Vice Chairman

GO ONLINE TO HASTINGSBANNER.COM

FORECLOSURE NOTICE l

Attention homeowner: If you are a military
service member on active duty, if your period
of active duty has concluded less than 90
days ago, or if you have been ordered to active
duty, please contact the attorney for the party
foreclosing the mortgage at the telephonef
number stated In this notice.

Notice of foreclosure by advertisement.
Notice is given under section 3212 of the
revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236,
MCL 600.3212, that the following mortgage
will be foreclosed by a sale of the mortgaged
premises, or some part of them, at a public
auction sale to the highest bidder for cash or

at 1:00 PM on AUGUST 14, 2025. The amount
due on the mortgage may be greater on the day
of the sale. Placing the highest bid at the sale
does not automatically entitle the purchaser
to free and clear ownership of the property. A
potential purchaser iIs encouraged to contact
the county register of deeds office or a title
iInsurance company, either of which may charge
a fee for this information.

Default has been made in the conditions
of a mortgage made by Derek Morris, an
unmarried man and Sara Juarez, an unmarried
woman, as joint tenants, to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for
Equity Prime Mortgage LLC., its successors
and assigns, Mortgagee, dated September
22, 2023 and recorded October 4, 2023 in
Instrument Number 2023-007868 and Affidavit
Affecting Realty recorded on July 7, 2025,
in Instrument Number 2025-005506, Barry
County Records, Michigan. Said mortgage Is
now held by MIDFIRST BANK, by assignment.
There is claimed to be due at the date hereof the
sum of Two Hundred Twenty-Three Thousand
Nine Hundred Sixty-Two and 41/100 Dollars
($223,962.41).

Under the power of sale contained in said
mortgage and the statute in such case made
and provided, notice is hereby given that said
mortgage will be foreclosed by a sale of the
mortgaged premises, or some part of them, at
public venue at the place of holding the circuit
court within Barry County, Michigan at 1:00 PM
on AUGUST 14, 2025. :

Said premises are located in the Township of

THE WEST 1/2 OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF
SECTION 15, TOWN 2 NORTH, RANGE 7
WEST, MAPLE GROVE TOWNSHIP, BARRY
COUNTY, MICHIGAN, THAT LAYS NORTH OF
HIGHWAY M-66.
6600 S M 66 Hwy, Nashville, Michigan 49073
The redemption period shall be 6 months
from the date of such sale, unless determined
abandoned in accordance with MCLA
§600.3241a, in which case the redemption
period shall be 30 days from the date of such
sale. J
If the property is sold at foreclosure sale,
gursuant to MCL 600.3278, the borrower will
e held responsible to the person who buys the
property at the mortgage foreclosure sale or to|
the mortgage holder for damage to the property
during the redemption period.
Dated: July 17, 2025
File No. 25-008915
Firm Name: Orlans Law Group PLLC
Firm Address: 1650 West Big Beaver Road,
Troy MI 48084
Firm Phone Number: (248) 502.1400

(07-17)(08-07)

—

SHORT FORECLOSURE NOTICE -
BARRY COUNTY

INotice of Foreclosure by Advertisement.
Notice is given under section 3212 of the
revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA
236, MCL 600.3212, that the following
mortgage will be foreclosed by a sale of
the mortgaged premises, or some part
of them, at a public auction sale to the
highest bidder for cash or cashier's check
at the place of holding the circuit court in
Barry County, starting promptly at 1:00 PM,
on July 31, 2025. The amount due on the

S

does not automatically entitle the purchaser
to free and clear ownership of the property.
A potential purchaser is encouraged to
contact the county register of deeds office
or a ftitle insurance company, either of
{which may charge a fee for this information.
MORTGAGE: Mortgagor(s): Sabrina L.
Wright, single woman Original Mortgagee:
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc. (“MERS"), solely as nominee for lender
and lender's successors and assigns Date
of mortgage: March 29, 2022 Recorded on
March 31, 2022, in Document No. 2022-
003411, and re-recorded via Affidavit of
|Correction on May 29, 2025, in Document
No. 2025-004462, Foreclosing Assignee
I(if any): M & T Bank Amount claimed to
be due at the date hereof: One Hundred
Sixty-Four Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety-
Six and 27/100 Dollars ($164,996.27)
Mortgaged premises: Situated in Barry
County, and described as: Lot 5, Block
6, Chamberlain's Addition to the City,
formerly Village of Hastings, according to
the recorded plat in Liber 1 of Plats, Page
7, Barry County Records. Commonly known
as 236 W Nelson St, Hastings, Ml 49058
The redemption period will be 6 month from
the date of such sale, unless abandoned
under MCL 600.3241a, in which case the
redemption period will be 30 days from the

or unless extinguished pursuant to MCL
600.3238. If the above referenced property
is sold at a foreclosure sale under Chapter
32 of Act 236 of 1961, under MCL 600.3278,
the borrower will be held responsible to
the person who buys the property at the
mortgage foreclosure sale or to the mortgage
holder for damaging the property during the
redemption period. Attention homeowner:
If you are a military service member on
active duty, if your period of active duty has
concluded less than 90 days ago, or if you
have been ordered to active duty, please
contact the attorney for the party foreclosing
the mortgage at the telephone number
|stated in this notice. M & T Bank Mortgagee/
Assignee Schneiderman & Sherman P.C.
23038 Research Dr, Suite 300 Farmington
Hills, MI 48335 248.539.7400

1565878
(07-03)(07-24)

— #

cashier's check at the place of holding the mortgage may be greater on the day of the ol A X ST R e Tt TR et e
GIEURL SOUL IR IROUNTY,: eI pOITEYY sale. Placing the highest bid at the sale|  Kent Hess drives Weezabouttofindout to a track record in the Miehigan Bred
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Colt Stakes 2-year-old Filly Trot Sunday at the Barry County Fair in Hastings.

The team tallied a time of 2:04.2.

TK cheer program
planning first
pickleball tournament

The Thornapple Kellogg cheer
program is hosting the first of what
it hopes to be an annual pickleball
Tournament fundraiser Saturday, Aug.
2, at Yankee Springs Township Park.

Sign-up is going on now and a link
for online sign-up can be found on the

TK athletics Facebook page. Ateam’s
spot is confirmed once both the online
registration form and payment have
been received.

The bracket style tournament 1s
scheduled to run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Entry is $50 for teams of two. All ages

are welcome.

In addition to the tournament play,
there will be a skills competition,
raffles, silent auction, food and more.

= -

e — = - =

Summerfest 5K Run/Walk and

Fun Run sign-ups ongoing

Registration is already underway for
the annual Hastings Summerfest 5K
Run/Walk and Fun Run as a part of the
annual celebration in downtown Hast-
ings the final weekend of August.

The race is set for Saturday, Aug. 23.
The cost to participate in the SK Run/
Walk is $35 for those over 18 and $25
for those 18 years old or younger. The
price increases beginning Aug. 1 for
those over 18. Registration can be done
online at the Hastings Summerfest page
of runsignup.com.

The free kids 1-mile Fun Run begins
at 9 a.m. There will be free T-shirts for
the kids. Adults receive a 5K race T-shirt
as part of their registration. Sign-up for
the fun run can be done on runsignup.

com as well,

Mapl , C Michigan, and are ; . .
deasiﬁbgéogg; PAEYSBI N date of such sale, or 15 days from the MCL Brett Bremer Packet plck-up and late r?glstratlon
THE EAST 200 FEET OF THAT PART OF 600.3241a(b) notice, whichever is later; Sports Editor for the race can be done Friday, Aug.

22, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Corwell
Health Pennock Wellness Center. Day
of packet pick-up and late registration
will be held at Thornapple Plaza from
6:30 a.m. to 7:30 a.m. for the 5K and
from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. for the fun
run Aug. 23.

The 5K race opens at the corner
of Railroad Street and State Street in
downtown Hastings and mostly follows
the riverfront before returning to finish

at Thornapple Plaza.
Therace, hosted by the Corwell Health

Pennock Wellness Center, will take oft

at 8 a.m. All proceeds go to the Corwell
Health Foundation at Pennock Hospital

to reinvest in programs offered through

the Pennock Wellness Center.
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Barry, State of Michigan, and are described as: Unﬁ 6, Commission, 1725 West M-43 Highway, lowing 15 races Saturday. Race 3 MIFS 2CTL John’s Babv Col

Thornapple Hills Site Condominium, a Condominium P.O. Box 158, Hastings, MI 49058, July 12, 2025 MHHA Winners e ¢

according to the Master Deed recorded in Liber 560, until 11:00 AM. July 30, 2025 for the Race 1 MIFS 2FT: Global Time Race 4 MIFS 2FP: When Punky Speaks y ATAL.
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CD SPECIAL

Choose a Certificate of Deposit that works for your timeline and financial goals
— backed by local service you can trust.
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That's where
we shine.

As a nonprofit health system, Beacon is committed to reinvesting in our people, services and facilities. With expert providers,

advanced technology and a dedication to improvement, we deliver care to keep you and your family healthy for generations to come.

Learn how Beacon Health is creating a brighter future for patients across southwest Michigan at BeaconHealthSystem.org/Shine.
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AudioNoon
HEARING AID

Stay connected with

BETTER HEARING! VE

«

Call us today to make your appointment
for a FREE HEARING SCREENING!

RISK FREE ' SAME- DAY ' LATEST PERSONALIZED
SERVICE I TECHNOLOGY l SOLUTIONS

— EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

BUY 1GET 1 ¥/ EXCLUSIVE FINANCING

& STARTING AS LOW AS
2 50 OFFl $80/month’

Buy one Phonak Audéo Sphere™ Infinio 70
or 90 hearing aid and get one 50% off!’

HURRY! OFFERS EXPIRE 08/01/25!

AudioNova (®

Your Hearing Experts

269-257-5205

Formerly Hear Michigan

HASTINGS
618 W. State Street
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